








“ A low murder rate is still the norm for Medford, and from 2000 through
2002, and in 2004, there were no homicides. In 2003 there were four,
considered high by Medford standards, and just one in 2005.”

Hours.” Within weeks

of the story, Obremski

had violated his condi-
tions of parole and was
returned to prison.

1976

In October 1976 the
City of Medford was
shocked by the murder
of a six-year-old girl
in Bear Creek Park
while on an outing
with a youth group.
Elizabeth Ann Marken
had moved to Medford
from California with her
mother who wanted to
escape from life in
the “big city.”

Elizabeth had
gone to Bear Creek Park with a group
from the YMCA after school on a
Friday. At some point that afternoon
she was found missing. Meanwhile, a
bicyclist on the bike path found her in
a small pond where a suspect had left
her after sexually assaulting and mur-
dering her.

The police department worked on
the case virtually non-stop for several
days. The Marken’s neighbors rallied to
help. One of those neighbors who came
to meetings about the murder was
eventually identified as the suspect.
Robert McBride lived in the Marken’s
West Medford neighborhood and was
found to have been in Bear Creek Park
on the day of the attack.

He was convicted and sentenced to
life in prison.

1995

Perhaps the most infamous crime

in the history of Medford occurred in
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December 1995. This case drew inter-

national attention when two Medford
business and life partners were mur-
dered. Both Roxanne Ellis and Michelle
Abdill were activists for gay and lesbian
rights. When they first went missing on
December 4, 1995 there was a palpable
fear in the valley, and particularly in the
gay community, that they were victims
of a hate crime. The case immediately
became an international concern as
the search continued. On December 7,
Michelle and Roxanne were found dead
in the back of their pickup in another
part of town from where they had been
kidnapped.

The suspect, Robert James
Acremant, was arrested weeks later
in California. He also was a suspect
in a murder of a friend near Visalia.
Acremant originally conceived his plot
as a robbery to finance his infatua-
tion with a Las Vegas stripper. Later,
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Acremant admitted

knowing the couple

were lesbians and that ‘
it was a factor in his

actions. Acremant

was sentenced to

death for his crimes

and is currently on

death row awaiting

execution.

The Future
of Policing
From the installation
of computers in police
vehicles, to increased
cooperation with
and communication
between local, state,
and federal agencies,
policing in the Rogue Valley has become
a much more efficient —and com-
plex—profession than it was in the days
of Charles G. Johnson, Medford’s first
Chief of Police. As new technologies are
developed, and as the population grows,
crime and law enforcement practices will
continue to evolve.

Studying the history of the profes-
sion, however, reveals that there are
at least two constants: the ever-pres-
ent danger for those who serve and an
unending need for their service.

MIKE MORAN was a Medford police

officer for 29 years. He is currently a real-

tor and a member of the Medford School

Board. Mike lives in Medford with his .
wife Julie and sons Jake and Murphy.



THE LAST HANGING
IN JACKSONVILLE

by Margaret LaPlante

ON NOVEMBER 20, 1884, Anson Jacobs was walking towards his house on
Church Street in Ashland just before midnight when he saw something in the
road. He held his lantern up to get a better view and was shocked to find his
neighbor, Lewis McDaniel, near death from a gunshot wound. Jacobs rushed to
get help but McDaniel succumbed to his injuries shortly after a doctor arrived.

The townsfolk had been gossiping about Lewis’ wife, Mandy McDaniel, and
a man by the name of Lewis O’Neil. They claimed that Lewis McDaniel had
warned O’Neil to stay away from his house and his family.

The police found O’Neil and arrested him for the murder of McDaniel.
O’Neil was placed in the Jacksonville Jail to await his trial. Four days after the
shooting, the murder weapon was found. O’Neil admitted he had previously
owned a gun similar to the one found but said he had “sold it awhile back.”

On February 17, 1885 Judge Webster sentenced O’Neil to death by hanging.
The gallows were built between the jail and the Jackson County Courthouse,
with the jail forming one wall of the fence and the courthouse another.

The day arrived and approximately 200 people who had tickets for the “event”
gathered on the lawn of the courthouse. Father Blanchet accompanied O’Neil to
the gallows and when Sheriff Jacobs asked O’Neil if he had any final words to
say, it was Father Blanchet who replied that O’Neil did not. After the hanging,
O’Neil was buried in the pauper section of the Jacksonville cemetery. The rope
used was cut into small pieces and distributed amongst the crowd.

Sometime later, letters were found that O’Neil supposedly wrote, including
one to his brother George. Following are excerpts from the letter O’Neil may
have written to his brother:

“My health is very poor, owing to trouble and close confinement. I have not
seen the sun for over eleven months and I have suffered a thousand deaths since
I have been here shut up. If I get no assistance I will have to hang in nine days
from now.

“According to my age I might live long enough to raise my children so they
could take care of themselves. And as for you, you have lived to be very old, and
in the natural course of events you can expect to live but a few years more, and
are liable to drop off at any time. If you had one hour to live it would be a hard
request to ask you to come and state that you done the killing and that I had
not any hand, act or part in it or any knowledge of it. That would clear me, and
spare me to my children, and only on their account I can I think of making such
a request to you.”

O’Neil goes on to ask his brother to keep the letter a secret, but if he does
comply with the request to say that he had had a grudge against McDaniel for
more than twenty years. He reminds George of the date the murder took place
and instructs him that he will need to sign a confession, witnessed by others.

We will never know whether George would have been inclined to help his
brother. George died March 5, 1886, at the age of 72 of typhoid fever, four days
before the hanging.
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Become a Member of
the Southern Oregon
Historical Society

Membership Benefits
Memberships last one year. All members receive
the following benefits:

Free admission to SOHS museums and sites.

Subscription to Southern Oregon Heritage
Today quarterly magazine.

Subscription to Monthly Calendar and
historic photograph suitable for framing.

10% discount at the History Store in
Jacksonville.

Discounted admission card to 22 Pacific
Northwest children’s museums.

Reciprocal benefits through “Time
Travelers,” a network of more than 150
historical societies and museums around
the country.

Discounts on workshops, programs and
special events.

Invitations to exhibit previews and
members-only events.

Ability to vote for Board of Trustees.

The satisfaction of supporting your
historical society.

Membership Categories:
Individual $35

Family $50

Patron $100

Curator $200

Includes all basic benefits plus
recognition in Annual Report and Southern
Oregon Heritage Today.

Director $500
Includes all of the above benefits plus
unlimited guest privileges.

Historian’s Circle $1,000
Includes all of the above benefits plus
invitations to exclusive Historian’s Circle
events, and private tours with Executive
Director and exhibit curators.

lifetime $2,500

Includes all of the above benefits.

Business $250

Includes subscriptions, recognition in Annual
Report and Southern Oregon Heritage Today and
10% discount for all employees on memberships,

admissions and History Store purchases.
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Honorary Lifetime

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. Cheney
Foundation, Tacoma, WA

Patricia and Robert Heffernan, Medford

JeanW. Jester, Sandy

Marjorie 0'Harra, Ashland

Donald E. and Jean Rowlett, Ashland

Maureen Smith, Gold Hill

Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime $2500

Kayand Al Alsing, Ashland

Connie Battaile, Ashland

Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford

Leona and Robert J. DeArmond,
Central Point

Mary Delsman, Riverside, CA

Judi Drais, Medford

Yvonne Earnest, Medford

H. Walter and Rosie Emori, Jacksonville

David and Gladys Fortmiller, falent

Fred and Vyvyan Gardner, Canyon City

John and Nancy Hamlin, Medford

Tom Hamlin, Medford

Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point

Robert and Theodora Hight, Medford

Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford

Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville

Bob and Judy Lozano, Butte Falls

Mail Tribune, Medford

Eugene |. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA

Noel and Lovella Moore, Central Point

Alice Mullaly, Central Point

Zoe Dell Nutter, Xenia, OH

Ram Offset Lithographers, White City

Ludwell and Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill

Ed & Laura Winslow, Central Point

MEMBERS

New and Rejoining Members
June 1, 2006 — August 31, 2006

Lifetime
Noel & Lovella Moore, Central Point

Director
Sid DeBoer, Lithia Motors Inc., Medford

Business
Innovative Land Group, LLC, Ashland

Curator

Dot Entorf, Medford

Dixie Lee Fleeger, Central Point

Ron & Carole Holzkamp, Medford
Peggyann Hutchinson, Medford

Jim & LaVonne Stumbo, Jacksonville

Curator/Pioneer
Helen Collins, Medford

Patron

Dr. Theodore & Jean Barss, Medford
John Beare, Keizer

Paula Brown & Patrick Flannery, Ashland
Alan & Lucille Burt, Medford

R.W. Dill, Medford

Dave Fawcett, Medford

Barbra Fields, Ashland

Terri & Bruce Gieg, Jacksonville

Mike & Anne Brooke Hawkins, Medford
Stan & Judie Lyon, Jacksonville

Diana & Jerry Marmon, Medford

Dr. Greg & Connie Miller, Medford
Marguerite Mullaney, Medford

Dr. Peter & Phoebe Noyes, Medford
Don & Phyllis Reynolds, Ashland
Michael & Wendy Ross, Ashland
Richard & Mary Schultz, Ashland

A. Norton & Phyllis Smith, Medford
Gayle & Skip Stokes, Jacksonville

David Thorndike, Medford

Dr. Darrell & Marlys Weinman, Central Point

Patron/Pioneer

Glen & Yvonne Anderson, Medford
Dennis & Judith Barr, Medford
Eugene Bennett, Jacksonville
Mike & Terri Burton, Portland
Cecile Camden, Medford

Carol Hamlin, Medford

Mary Menacho, Cupertino, CA
Joe Neil, Jacksonville

Dom & Joyce Provost, Ashland
Don Simpson, Lakewood, WA
Al & Shirley South, Medford
Jeanena Wilson, Jacksonville

Family

Tom & Cynthia Alexander, Wilderville
Dottie & Ken Anderson, Central Point

Dan Andrews, Medford

Greg Applen, Medford

Steve Armitage & Deb Kalmakav, Ashland
Steve & Beth Armstrong, Fremont, CA
Nancy & John Armstrong, Medford

Kurt & Valerie Austermann, Medford

Alex & Virginia Austin, Pryor, OK

Gary &Tim Balfour, Jacksonville

Lois Bateham, Jacksonville

Ted & Jan Bauer, Central Point

Bob Bills, Eugene

Vic Biondi & Shirley Biagi, £/ Dorado Hills, CA
John & Holly Black, Jacksonville
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Pauline Black & Edwin Johnson, Ashland
Lyn & Bill Boening, Jacksonville
Wellington & Margaret Bonner, White City
Ted Boster, Central Point

Joan Bowen, Medford

Melanie & Douglas Breidenthal, Medford
Wallace & Lucille Brill, Medford

Carol Brockfield & Ellen Brannick, Medford
(arl & Retha Brophy, Medford

Dr. Stephen Brummer &

Dr. Lia Byers, Central Point
Evelyn & Donald Bryan, Medford
Robert & Susann Burke, Jacksonville
Robert & Louise Burton, Medford
David & Linda Bylund, £agle Point
Dr. Thomas & Glenda Capsey, Medford
Chuck & Edith Carlson, £agle Point
Leo & Nancy Champagne, Ashland
Stefan Chauveau, Ashland
The Christensen Family, Jacksonville
T.C. Clarke, Jacksonville
Dr. Jill Cobb & George Thomas, Jacksonville
Ronald & Carol Cochran, Medford
Dee Coffman, Central Point
Kathleen Collins, Shady Cove
Coshy F, Rogue River
Eric Cotts, Vestal NY
Richard & Margaret Croly, Medford
Dr. James & Mary Cruickshank, Medford
Dawna Curler & Glenn Berg, Medford
Philip & Norma Curtis, Ashland
Barbara & Paul Dallas, Jacksonville
Shawn & Andy Davis, Medford
Debi Dieterich & Jacob Herrig, Gold Hill
Murrey Dumas, Medford
Alma & Scott Elder, Shady Cove
Lois & Jack Enders, Medford
Jim & Becky Estremado, Gold Hill
Otto & Doris Ewaldsen, Fdmonds, WA
Jack & Patricia Findley, Medford
(lifford & Barbara Finnie, Gold Hill
Jan & Devan Garlock, Medford
Dr. David & Sera Gilmour, Central Point
Wai Gong, Walnut Creek, CA
James Gough, Medford
Martha Graner, Portland
Linda Green, Central Point
David Grinder & Sharon, Medford
Sam & Barbara Guisler, Phoenix
Ron & Mary Ann Gum, Jacksonville
Phil & Shirlee Gustafson, Jacksonville
Jessica Hanson, Central Point
Lois Harrison, Medford
Karl & Carole Hesse, Ashland
Jerry & Jo-Ann Hilger, Rogue River
Bill & Marilyn Hoffman, Reno, NV
Kathy & Donald Hoskin, Central Point
Karen Hyneman-Starchvick &

Gerald Starchvick, Jacksonville
Richard & Doris Jewett, Medford
Sherill & Clint Johnson, Medford
Kathy Jones, Jacksonville
Michael & Mary Kell, Jacksonville
Joseph & Cathy Kelly, Rogue River
Robert & Bernice Kent, Sacramento, CA
Molly & Larry Kerr, Medford
Arnie Klott & F, Medford
William Knoppow, Ashland
Don & Natalie Knudsen, Medford
Patricia & Emil Knutson, Medford
Scott & Kimberly Koester, Central Point
David & Delores Laananen, Applegate
Charles & Geraldine Leahy, Medford

HISTORIEC AL

SGLELE TY

Porter & Corinne Lombard, Medford
Philip & Lori Long, Central Point

Laurie & Dr. Gary MacGraw, Ash/and

Bill & Susie Mackey, Rogue River

Mike & Mary Mahar, Medford

Elizabeth & Nelson Maler, Grants Pass
Dr. Larry & Cathy Maukonen, Medford
Bruce & Judith McGarvey, Medfo rd

Alice McGee, Jacksonville

Jim & Bev McKinney, Rogue River

Travis McNeal & Jessica Diaz, Jacksonville
Carmela Mercer, Jacksonville

Emmy Lou Merriman, Central Po/nt
William Meyer & Diane Gravatt, Medford
Larry Meyer, Central Point

Robert & Zelna Minear, Medford

Bruce & Valerie Moats, Ashland

Duane & Margaret Murray, Ashland

Jack & Laurie Neff, Merlin

Dr. Gary & Diane Newland, Jacks onville
Jim & Barbara Oakes, Jacksonville

David Oline & Kim Lockett, Ash/and

Dr. Henry & Jeri Olson, Medford

Jason & Cecilia Oshorne, Medford

Dr. Eric & Marjorie Overland, Mediford
Barbara Payne & Daniel Treinen, Grants Pass

Dudley & Virginia Peterson, Talerzt

Dr. Earl & Charlotte Peterson, Ceratral Point
Carrie Phillips & F, Jacksonville

Dan & Magqgie Portrait, Jacksonville
Bob & Pat Powell, Portland

Kelly Prinzo, Medford

Elizabeth Pursell, Jacksonville

Tom & Amanda Pyle, Medford

Ken & Marie Ratcliff, Jacksonville
Gordon & Helen Read, Medford

Paul & Peggy Rhoton, Gold Hill

Shelby Richardson, Medford

Steve & Janet Rietmann, Jacksonville
Hubert & Patricia Roddam, (entral Point
Thomas & Carla Rogers, Keizer

Eric Ronemus & Anne Uzzell, Medford
R.J. & Carol Samuelson, Medford =
Dr. Joe & Jill Savino, Medford

Diane Schaffer & Bryan Frink, Ashland
Mark & Elizabeth Schatz, Medford
David Schwartz, Central Point

Phoebe Seidman, Ballston Lake, NY
Robert Semes & Harvey Ray, Ashland
Dave & Mary Sergent, Jacksonville
Travis & Beth Sheets, Medford

Barbara Short, Somes Bar, (A

Elin Silveous & Allen Douma, AsAland
Hubert & Linda Smith, Jacksonville
James & Kristin Sollee, Central Point
Juergen Spielvogel, Grants Pass

Gary & Janice Sumrak, Medford

Mark Thomas, Central Point

Deborah & Mark Thomas, Jacksonville
Tommy & Wendy Thompson, Wilsonville
Donald & Orpha Thumler, Central Point
Fred & Dorothy Tonkinson, Medford
Varley F, Medford

Don & Betsey Velasco, Ashland

Jack & Andrea Walker, Phoenix

Joyce Wassum, Medford

Robynne & James Whitaker, Ash/and
Jack & Barbara White, Central Point
Verna & Norman Wilson, Canyonville
Vince & Patty Wixon, Ashland

Gloria Wood, Central Point

Heather Young, Medford




MEMBERS OF

Family/Pioneer
Robert & Alpha Jane Butler, Medford
Robert & Karen Carr, Medford
William & Barbara Carter, Medford
Hazel Colvig, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Raymond & Norma Colvig, Berkeley, CA
Lois Hubbard Curtner, Wilsonville
Marthanne & Dennis Dedrick, Medford
George Ditsworth &

Catherine Cooper-Ditsworth, Puyallup, WA
Joel & Jo Anne Elias, Kensington, CA
Jon & Sam Hlliott, Medford
Michael & Kathy Enright, Jacksonville
Betty & Wallace Eri, Lakeview
Theressa Fisher, Eagle Point
Eloise Friesen, Medford
Dr. James & Dorothy Gregory, Long Beach, CA
Dr. Keith & Patricia Harrison, Medford
(atherine Hayes, Ashland
Karl & Bette Hayes, Lake Oswego
Fred & Dixie Kruggel Jr., Medford
Heather Laird, Ashland
Arla Linton & D Mulrine, Sacramento, CA
Ruby & Dr. Jack Littlepage,

Victoria, BC CANADA
Jacqueline & Tom Mitchell, Medford
Bruce & Arlene Morgan, Medford
Andrew & Constance Murphy, Jacksonville
Evan & Dorothy Pruitt, Central Point
Cyndi & John Rich, Medford
Bill & Janet Rosecrans, Gold Hill
John & Elizabeth Ross, Madison, Wi
Gareth & Doreen Sadler, Jacksonville
Pamela Slinker, Klamath Falls
Richard & Carol Stark, Medford
Lillian & Allen Stewart, Jacksonville
Sheila & Warren Straus, Jacksonville
Linda Walker-Turner &

Robert Turner, Klamath Falls
Dave & Judy Wallace, Grants Pass
Arthur Wasser, Ashland
John Welch, Medford
Julia Woosnam, Half Moon Bay, CA
Eugene & Marilyn Wright, Phoenix

Individual

Bill Alley, Vancouver, WA

Kris Anderson, Portland

David Argetsinger, Medford

Nancy Bachmann, Medford

Mary Badley, Medford

(yd Bagley, Medford

Elmer & Colista Bailey, Jacksonville
Edward Barrett, Medford

Charles Beecham, Ashland

Alan Bender, Ashland

Victor & Claudia Berg, Medford
Bob & Caroline Bessey, Medford
Virginia Bockmier, Medford

Donna Brewer, Medford

George Brown, Medford

Bruce Budmayr, Rogue River

Sally Burris, Cherry Valley, CA
Gloria Butler, Medford

Joseph & Gertrude Butler, Jacksonville
Beverly Calkins, Medford

Christine Camarillo, Jacksonville
Emily Campbell, Medford

Harold & Jeannette Center, Medford
Brad Cessnun, Central Point

Jeff & Denise Cheek, Medford
Virginia Choiniere, Ashland
Myrtle Clark, Central Point

Wilma Cook, Grants Pass

Daurel Coolidge, Medford

T Hi E

Glenda Cossette, Central Point
Betty Costelloe, Medford
Glenn & Jane Crocker, Desert Hot Springs, CA
Maribeth Curran, Medford
Viola Davis, Jacksonville
Christopher Day, Tiburon, CA
Karma Denton, Medford
Roger DeShazer, £agle Point
Velda Dickey, Medford
Margaret Dole, Ashland
Ulla Feeley, Central Point
Marshall Ferg, Brookings
Rita Fossen, Jacksonville
Lowell Fowler, Phoenix
W.D. Gardiner, Medford
Dr. Robert Gerber, Phoenix
Phil & Jean Getchell, San Jose, CA
Marvin Gettling, falent
Shirley Gleason, Talent
Greg Goebelt, Talent
Charles Gorr, Medford
Audrey Green, Central Point
Elizabeth Greer, Ashland
Sandy Guches, Alexandria, VA
Allen Hallmark, Ashland
Sharon Heisel, Central Point
Ralph Herbold, Ashland
Shirley Houston, Talent
William & Margit Howell, White City
Anne James, Medford
Frank & Laura James, Pacifica, CA
Janet Joyer, Ashland
PL. Kelly, Medford
Willard & Florence Kemp, Medford
John Kemper, Medford
Carol Knapp, Jacksonville
Kaye Kroman, Ashland
John & Helene Kuoni, Basking Ridge, NJ
Paul Kyle, Medford
Steve & Linda Lane, Ashland
Philip Lang & Ruth Miller, Ashland
Marcella Lange, Jacksonville
Margaret LaPlante, Medford
Robert Lee, Medford
Amy Lepon, Ashland
Barbara Lewis, Willows, CA
Jill Livingston, Klamath River, CA
Del Loder, Seattle, WA
Josephine Lopez, Medford
Sarah Lozano Larson &

Ryan Larson, San Diego, CA
Lynn Ludwick, Shady Cove
Karen Lundgren & John Wren, Ashland
Jean Maack, Medford
Joanne Mack, Granger, IN
Duane Mallams, Central Point
Gwen Mansfield, Poulsbo, WA
Dolores Marx, Ashland
Maryann & Chuck Mason, Ashland
Dr. William Matthews, Medford
Martha McIntyre, Ashland
Donna McLanahan, Honolulu, HI
Allison Millay, Gold Hill
Don & Zavive Minear, Medford
Mary Jo Mueggler, Ashland
Sharon Nelson, Ashland
Mimi Newhagen, Medford
Helene Ogle, Medford
Charles Ouellet, Medford
La Dona Parson, Medford
Gary & Nancy Payton, Trail
S. Glen Percey, Grants Pass
Nedra Peterson, Fairfield, CA
Jill Pfaff, Corvallis
Frankie Porterfield, Fugene

HISTORIE AL

SCOETHRET Y

Frances Price, Medford
Barbara Raqus, Medford

Dr. Ruth Resch, Ashland

Paul Richardson, Salem
Deborah Rowland, £agle Point
Hilmer Schmidt, Philomath
Nina Schmidt, Jacksonville
Margaret Shaw, Grants Pass
Ray & Shirley Sims, Roseburg
Elwin & Phyllis Sire, Medford
Patsy Smullin, Medford

Elise Smurzynski, Shady Cove
Paul Sotos, Ashland

Louise Speegle, Medford

Lois Stanley, Eagle Point

John Statler, Medford

John Stec, Klamath Falls

Jean Strand, Ashland

Sylvia Surratt, Medford

Bonnie Symmonds, Medford
Dan Teglia, Medford

Susan & John Thornburg, Grants Pass
Muriel Trammell, Medford
Rosa Tucksen, Talent

Harry & Theresa Turner, Medford
Maria Vaughan, Rogue River
Barbara Wade, Vallejo, CA
Todd Watson, Medford

Steve Weiner, Ashland

Dean & Linda Welch, Medford
Daniel & M. Jenelyn Wessler, Ashland
Anita Wheeler, Central Point
Jonnie Zheutlin, Ashland

Individual/Pioneer

Nita Albrecht, Brookings

Carroll Bacigalupi, Kentfield, CA
Ronald & Margaret Bartley, Ashland
Patricia & William Baum, Central Point
Mark Boyden, Medford

Judie Bunch, Talent

Mary Carlon, Medford

Elizabeth Carter, Fugene

Wilma Cook, Grants Pass

Sherry Cook, Stevenson, WA

Marian Cosner, Bend

Gary Criswell, McMinnville

Douglas & Phyllis Culy, Tempe, AZ
Beverly Darling, Ashland

Roberta Ellison, Contoocook, NH
Barbara Fields, Williams

Ed & Virginia Fields, /daho City, ID
Nancy Firth, Grants Pass

Ed Fletcher, Portland

Vera French, Pinole, CA

Ardeen Hack, Belvedere, CA

Roland Hartley, Salem

Ann Harwood, Moscow, ID

Barbara Kellenbeck, Grants Pass
Marvin & Patricia Kennedy, Medford
Melanie & Ronald Kuhnel, Eureka, CA
Esther Merriman, Ashland

J. Richard Morgan, Medford

Jane & Mike Murray, Durham, CA
James 0'Quinn, Paso Robles, CA
Cecil Owings, Eagle Point

John Peterson, Bandon

Vicki Plankenhorn, Talent

Ina Reed, Klamath Falls

Linda & Kenneth Reeder, Medford
Christine Reising & Colin McCoy, £agle Point
Billie Robertson, Lake Oswego
Ronald Samuels, Studio City, CA
Martha Sheppard, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
Wilma & Kirk Simmons, Medford
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Amy Sisemore, Central Point
Virginia Snow, Boise, ID

Ben Stinson, San Mateo, CA
Billianne Thomas, Medford

Paulena Verzeano, Rogue River
Janice Whetstone, Jacksonville
Mary Wilkinson, Marysville, WA
Cloma Williams, Medford

Thomas Williams, San francisco, CA
Sandra & Gerald Zimmer, Canby

Subscriber
North Mountain Park Nature Center, Ashland
Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN

Donors

June 1, 2006 —August 31, 2006
Richard & Alice Berger, fagle Point
Judi Drais, Medford

Laura Gentner & Lloyd Dunwald, Grants Pass
Vera Elmgren, Medford

Frank & Anna Marcel, Grants Pass
Nancy Martin, Easton, MD

Kathie Olsen, Jacksonville

Nancy & Bruce Samson, Lake Oswego
Barbara Sloggett, Honolulu, HI
Whitfield Smith, Ashland

James & Jane Verdieck, Medford
(larence Wangle, Central Point

Gift Membership Donors
Dottie & Ken Anderson, Central Point
Mary Badley, Medford

Joan Bowen, Medford

Betty Costelloe, Medford

Michael & Kathy Enright, Jacksonville
Larry & DeWanda Hall, Medford
John & Nancy Hamlin, Medford

Don & Natalie Knudsen, Medford
Alice & Larry Mullaly, Central Point
La Dona Parson, Medford

R.J. & Carol Samuelson, Medford
Arla Thompson, Rogue River

Rosa Tucksen, Talent

In-Kind Donors
Bear Creek Kiwanis, Medford
Bruce Campbell, Jacksonville
Jacksonville Kiwanis
Jacksonville Rotary
KDRV Channel 12, Medford
Medford Red Lion

Outback Steakhouse, Medford

Grants and Sponsorships

Judi Drais, Medford

Harriet Winton Fund, Oregon Community
Foundation, Portland

SOHS Endowment Fund

George Ditsworth & Catherine Cooper-
Ditsworth, Puyallup, WA

Donna McLanahan, Honolulu, Hl

The Collections

Thank you to the following people who
contributed to the SOHS collection over the
past three months.

Wilma Bench, Talent

Judith Bunch, Talent

Philip Getchell, San Jose, CA

Ron Jennison, Milwaukie

Durinda Kelley, Nevada City, CA

Ronald Krutak, White City

Jeff LalLande Medford

Kay Mansfield, Medford

Julia Moore, Rogue River

Geraldine Young, Ashland
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CARL BROPHY, one
of the most distinguished
attorneys in Southern
Oregon history, is also
a long-time member of
the Southern Oregon
Historical Society.

Mr. Brophy was raised
in Portland and attended
Oregon State on a basket-
ball scholarship, intend-
ing to become a chemical
engineer. He enlisted in
the U.S. Marine Corps in
1942, and after transfer-
ring to the University of
Southern California to
begin officer training,
became interested in law.
He served as a Marine
officer in the South
Pacific, and upon his
return in 1946 entered law
school at the University of
Oregon, where he received
his law degree in 1949.

Carl practiced law in Medford for over fifty-three years.
In his early years, before the office of Public Defender was
established, he and other Jackson County lawyers often
served as court-appointed criminal counsel. And for many
years, before there was a legal aid office in Jackson County,
he and other lawyers provided free legal service to those
unable to afford representation. In his practice, Mr. Brophy
concentrated on civil matters, including extensive work in
the agricultural and wood products industries.

During the Civil Rights movement, he traveled to
Mississippi to provide legal services for African-Americans.
President Kennedy had initiated this program in 1963
because few southern lawyers were willing to represent
blacks in civil rights cases. In 1998, Mr. Brophy and twenty-
three other Oregon lawyers who had volunteered in this
program were awarded the ACLU of Oregon’s highest award,
the E.B. McNaughton Award, for their service. In 1999, Mr.
Brophy also received the Award of Merit, the highest award
of the Oregon State Bar, for his many contributions to the
bench, bar, and community.
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Member Profile

Carl and Retha Brophy. Photo courtesy of Carl Brophy

The field of law changed
tremendously during Mr.
Brophy’s long career. In
the early days, there were
no computers or electric
typewriters, and no copy
machines. Everything had to
be typed with multiple car-
bon copies, and if a mistake
were made, it had to be pains-
takingly corrected on all the
copies. Dictation was done on
old Dictaphone wax cylinders
that required shaving on a
small lathe-type machine
after each use. Since there
was no computer for research,
travel by train or car to law
libraries in Salem or Portland
was sometimes necessary.
Fees were occasionally paid
“in kind,” which included, in
one case, payment in
eggs from a farmer.

In 1948, while in law
school, Carl married Retha
Rendahl, then a student at OSU, whom he had met on a
blind date on his first weekend home from overseas in 1946.
Together, they raised five children in Medford and are now
the proud grandparents of twelve grandchildren.

Why does Carl Brophy support the Southern Oregon
Historical Society? “Tradition and history are two of the
things that attracted me to law in the first place. As an attor-
ney, I represented a lot of people who had resided in Jackson
County for a very long time. That stimulated my interest in
the earlier years of Jackson County. It’s fascinating to learn
about earlier life in any community and the Historical Society
provides a place for that learning.

“Also, I believe strongly in tradition and values. Our pre-
decessors coped with severe problems and adversity, and the
values that guided them can continue to guide us today and
help us cope with modern problems. SOHS helps us remember
those values.”

What inspires you to support SOHS? Please let us know
your story by calling Richard at 541-773-6536 ext. 226, or
e-mailing development@sohs.org.
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THE ART AND LIFE OF
REGINA DORLAND F

REGINA DORLAND ROBINSON was determined to become
an accomplished and successful artist. By 1916, at the age of
twenty-four, she had gained a confidence and competency
that gave her work its inspiring uniqueness. Art lovers and
critics alike were starting to recognize her great talent, not
only in her home state of Oregon, but also around the San
Francisco Bay Area. Then, in the spring of 1917, she took her
own life. How could she come so close to achieving her life’s
dream only to end it so abruptly? And why?

The Southern Oregon Historical Society is proud to pres-
ent: Lasting Impressions: The Art and Life of Regina Dorland
Robinson, a full-color, 112-page, coffee-table style book,
written by Dawna Curler, featuring more than 75 images
of Dorland’s work — from her earliest known examples to
masterfully produced oils and pastels created during the
last year of her life.

Lasting Impressions won't be available until early 2007,
but SOHS Members who pre-order now through December
1, 2006 will receive 10% off the $34.95 retail price. Order
yours today for $31.45 (plus shipping/handling) and when
the book becomes available, it will be shipped directly to
you (if you have pre-paid the shipping/handling costs) or
you may come pick up your copy in person (we will notify you when the books arrive).

Send in the coupon below with a check or money order made out to the Southern Oregon Historical
Society. To order via the web, visit www.sohs.org and click on “Online History Store.” To order by phone,
call 541-773-6536, ext. 226.

—

Please send me ___ copy(ies) of Lasting Impressions: The Art and Life of Regina Dorland Robinson
@ $31.45 each (10% off regular price of $34.95).
__Please mail my copy to me when it arrives (I've added $6.00 shipping and handling per book).

___Please notify me when my copy arrives. I will pick it up in person.

Total enclosed: $

Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone

Email

Make check payable to: SOHS and send to 106 North Central Ave., Medford, OR 97501
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CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
5th and C, Jacksonville

HANLEY FARM
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Jacksonville
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A routine traffic stop in the late 1950s, somewhere in Medford. SOHS Photo #16987

SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MISSION:

To make history come alive by collecting, preserving, and
sharing the stories and artifacts of our common heritage.
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