




SOCCER 
by Louise A. Watson 

For one month every four years, soc­
cer fans-a least a third of the planet's 
population by some estimates-stop what 
they are doing to watch the World Cup 
matches, soccer's main event. As this is a 
World Cup year, we felt it only fitting to 
look at the ever-growing popularity of the 
sport here in the Rogue Valley 

THE NOW FAMOUS LINE from the 
movie Field of Dreams, "If you build it, 
they will come," might well describe the 
growth of youth soccer in the Rogue 
Valley since 1970. 

Medford resident Aksel Andersen, 
a former semi-pro player, began the 
movement with Jim Lowrie at the local 
YMCA. In bad weather they played 
indoors and moved outdoors in the 
spring, playing just on the small field 
at McLaughlin Middle School with 
permission from the city. The player 
fee indoors was $5 but it later went up 
and so Andersen and Lowrie decided to 
break off from the "Y" and start what 
would become the Rogue Valley Soccer 
Club (RVSC). At that time, they had just 
44 kids-IS players on a team with 11 
on the field at one time.! 

Andersen had already worked with 
Emeil Van Delden in Grants Pass in the 
1950s to form the Grants Pass Soccer 
Club. Upon moving to Medford in 1966, 
he began playing with a group of kids in 
pickup games in Hawthorne Park. "The 
kids had a great time and more kept 
showing up all the time," he says. "We 
had at least two games a week. .. " 2 

With turnout like that and more, 
Andersen, now retired, and his assis­
tants could see how much regular soccer 
games would benefit the kids here in 
Medford. But he needed help and that 
came from parents as volunteer line­
men, referees, equipment caretakers, 
and other jobs. In addition, community 
financial benefactors Jim Maddux, Dr. 
Robert Kaufman, Judge Loren Sawyer, 
Ed McIntyre, and others assisted the 
growing sports organization.3 

Larry Crain, now an assistant junior 
varsity coach at Crater High School, was 
one of the parents who came forward to 
help in the fall of 1979. He characterized 
the group as "small to begin with but at 
the time we thought it was pretty big ... 

... 

Greg Armus uses his head during soccer prac­
tice at Jacksonville Elementary School, circa 
1990. Photo courtesy of Larry Smith. 

there were 200-300 kids by 1980-1981."4 
At that time in the Medford area, kids 

had the opportunity of participating 
in baseball, "Y" basketball, gymnas-
tics, swimming, and/or flag football. 
But those activities didn't fit all of the 
boys or girls who wanted to play sports. 
Andersen believes some of those kids 
were attracted to soccer for more than 
one reason. "I think they got to the verve 
of playing a full game instead of waiting 
as in other games," says Andersen. 

Crain agrees. "Every kid participated 
and got to play," he says, "got to be in on 
the action. I think the one thing the kids 
had was an involvement the whole time."S 

Soccer also contributes to the emo­
tional and mental growth of a player, 
Andersen says. "The game of soccer 
encourages kids to grow into them­
selves." Crain believes the 1994 World 
Cup, held at several venues in the United 
States, mirrored the interest shown 
locally.6 

In the beginning, Andersen, Crain, 
parents, and game volunteers worked 

to get soccer into the schools but 
without immediate success. So, for 
three years, Andersen and others 
subsidized the costs for balls, nets, 
uniforms, travel, referees, goal­
posts, and other costs. In the fall 
of 1983, their quest was successful 
and four varsity and two junior 
varsity teams went into what is 
now North Medford High School. 
Although more and more kids were 
playing and teams were forming 
throughout the Rogue Valley Soccer 
Club, the high school affiliation 
really cemented the popularity here, 
according to Sam Reitz, former offi­
cial and registrar. He helped RVSC 
gain official non-profit status in 
1983-84 and become associated 
with the Oregon Youth Soccer 
organization. 

For the past 13 years, Memorial 
Day Weekend here has found play­
ers, coaches, referees, parents, and 
other supporters participating 
in the Rogue Valley Cup Soccer 
Tournament. Mike Dunn, tourna­
ment director, got involved in soccer 
when he moved here in 1987. During 
the tournament, 150 teams from 
five states are on 18 fields in three 
venues from Medford to Ashland­
almost 3,000 players in alP 

Today, according to Dunn, youth 
soccer in the valley has come into 
its own and now involves 185 teams 
playing on a routine basis through­
out the year, both recreationally 
and competitively, with participants 
ranging in ages from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 

LOUISE A. WATSON is a freelance 

writer living in Medford, Oregon. 

ENDNOTES 
1 Author interview with Aksel Andersen, 

May 24, 2006. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
4 Author's phone interview with Larry Crain, 

June 1, 2006. 
Ibid, May 24, 2006 and June 1,2006. 

6 Ibid. 

7 Author's phone interview with Mike Dunn, 
May 26,2006. 
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GYMNASTICS 
by Mercedes Binh Ly 

THE SPORT OF GYMNASTICS origi­
nated in ancient Greece more than 2,000 
years ago, although the exercises and 
some of the apparatus were used in 
ancientChinaandlndiaformedical 
purposes much earlier. Friedrich 
Ludwig Jahn, a German educa-
tor who was known as the father 
of gymnastics, invented several 
apparatus, including the horizon-
tal bar and parallel bars, which are 
used in present day competitions. 

In the 1830s, immigrants 
Charles Beck, Charles Follen, and 
Francis Lieber introduced gym­
nastics to the United States and 

compete, as the gymnastics elements 
grew increasingly more difficult and 
smaller, lighter girls excelled in the more 
challenging acrobatic elements required 
by the sport. 

Despite the 1980 decision to raise the 
minimum age limit for major interna­
tional senior competition from fourteen 

Callahan, the leader in developing girls' 
gymnastics in Southern Oregon at the 
time, organized the district meet, which 
she said went extremely well. 

In 1981, brothers Richard and Jim 
Bell, and Mike Zapp, all former com­
petitive gymnasts, bought the Ashland 
Gymnastics Club, housed in the Ashland 

Armory, from Mary Dew with 
the intention of producing a 
world-class gymnast. 

The three southern California 
men determined Ashland was 
the ideal place to develop a gym­
nastics program that was as good 
or better as any in the country. 
Some of the determining fac-
tors included having enough 
professional people who had the 
income to support the gymnas­
tics program; the town had the 
right atmosphere; the kids were 
enthusiastic; and the recreational 
opportunities were readily avail­
able. 

The club also played host 

its school systems. The Bureau 
of the European Gymnastics 
Federation, which later evolved 
into the International Gymnastics 
Federation, was formed in 1881 
opening the way for interna­
tional competition. The sport 
was included as part of the 1896 
Summer Olympics, but women 
weren't allowed to participate 
in the Olympics until 1928. The 
U.S. women first competed in the 
1936 Olympic Games in Berlin. 

Women's artistic gymnastics 
is a discipline in which competi­

The author (right) and her two sisters, Jasmine Hoa (left) and 
Ni (center), as m embers of the Ashland Stars, circa 1987. 
Photo courtesy of the author. 

to the Oregon State Class III 
Gymnastics Championships at 
Ashland Senior High that year 
where more than 100 gymnasts 
from 15 clubs throughout the 
state competed in compulsory 
routines on the uneven parallel 
bars, balance beam, floor exer-
cise, and vault. Presently, the 
Ashland Family YMCA offers 

tors perform short routines, ranging 
from approximately 30 to 90 seconds 
on different apparatuses . These include 
the uneven parallel bars, balance beam, 
floor exercise and vault. Artistic gym­
nastics is a more popular spectator sport 
than it is a popular participant sport, 
since performing many of the elements 
requires a high level of fitness, skill, and 
training. 

The earliest champions in women's 
gymnastics were women in their twen­
ties who had studied ballet for years 
before entering the sport. But that 
changed in the 1970s, when the average 
age of Olympic gymnastics competitors 
began to gradually decrease. It wasn't 
uncommon for girls in their teens to 

to fifteen, most of the elite competitors at 
the 1992 Olympics were "pixies"-under­
weight, prepubescent teenage girls, which 
raised concerns about the athletes' health. 
In 1997 the minimum age requirement 
was raised yet again to sixteen, thus 
enabling older gymnasts to return to 
competition. Although the average elite 
female gymnast is still in her mid to late 
teens and of below average height and 
weight, it is not uncommon to see gym­
nasts these days competing well into their 
twenties and early thirties. 

The Rogue Valley's first big district 
gymnastics meet was held in 1972, and 
for the first time almost every school 
in Southern Oregon was represented. 
Phoenix High School coach Mary 
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the longest-standing gymnastics pro-
gram in the area, according to gymnas­
tics director Tammy Johnson. 

Women's artistic gymnastics has 
gained popularity over several decades 
and continues to do so through televised 
coverage of the sport. No doubt, mil­
lions will tune in to watch the women's 
gymnastics events at the 2008 Summer 
Olympics in Beijing. 

MERCEDES BINH Ly IS a former 
competitive gymnast and freelance 
writer living in Ashland, Oregon. 



SKIING 
by Jennifer Brennock Buckner 

WITH THE INVENTION of the rope 
tow in the late 1930s downhill skiing 
became all the rage and its popularity 
grew steadily for more than 
a decade. Then came World 
War II and recreational ski­
ing all but came to a halt. 

However, soldiers over­
seas were being assigned to 
alpine infantry units like 
the famous 10th Mountain 
Division that did its patrol­
ling on skis. When the war 
ended many veterans of the 
10th and others came home 
to become ski instructors 
and resort operators. They 
reinvigorated the sport by 

else was doing it, you had to do it too." 
Hanel, still an avid skier who can be 

seen at Mt. Ashland more than once 
a week during the season, remembers 
that there were also other private prop­
erty rope tows at that time. 

"There was a rope tow up at Union 
Creek that was maintained by local 

bringing home with them 
better equipment and tech-
niques. 

Terry Tibbutt uses the towrope at Mt. Ashland, 1964. 

SOHS Photo #20091 

In the Rogue Valley in the 1950s, the 
"Rogue Snowmen" was a local ski club 
with a lot of energy and three portable 
rope tows. Club members would take a 
tow with them on elaborate trips into 
the surrounding woods in search of 
downhill thrills. 

"It was really hard work," explains 
Barbara Hanel of Medford, whose hus­
band Jack was in the Rogue Snowmen 
and a member of the volunteer ski 
patrol on Mt. Ashland for 23 years. "I 
guess we'd probably start to ski around 
noon, and quit by 3:00 or 4:00 because it 
would be getting dark soon." 

The Snowmen were allowed to leave 
a rope tow post buried under six feet of 
snow at Crater Lake. When they arrived 
to ski they would have to dig it out and 
pack down the snow on the slope. The 
dues for the club were $5. The money 
collected bought gas for the rope tow 
motor. 

"[When I started to ski] there weren't 
any lessons and you were successful if 
you made it to the bottom without fall­
ing," says Hanel. "Because everybody 

people, and in Lakeview there was an 
electric rope tow," she says. "There 
was a private slope on the back road 
to Callahan's that was known only by 
word of mouth." 

Of course you didn't have to be 
a member of a ski club to have had 
great adventures in the snow. Stewart 
McCollom of Ashland, for example, 
began making his own skis in grade 
school, back in the 1930s. 

"Sometimes we'd use barrel staves 
from big oak barrels," he says. "They 
were about four feet long. You'd soak 
them, to straighten them, and make 
a point on the end." For bindings, he 
would use bicycle inner tubes snipped 
in two and held behind the heel with 
a strong clothespin. "We fell at almost 
every turn," he says. 

In 1951, Dan Bulkley of Phoenix, 
Oregon, was the director of the 
Physical Education Department of 
Southern Oregon State College. He 
taught the school's first skiing classes, 
which had about 12-15 students in 
them. They would all drive in the 

back of a pickup to the Siskiyou Summit 
where they would set up a rope tow. 

'T d sign up the kids according to who 
could fit the boots," explains Bulkley, 
who first skied himself as a college stu­
dent in 1940. 

Before 1965 the only automobile 
access to Mt. Ashland was the Mt. 

Ashland Loop Road, beginning 
above Lithia Park. Only one­
way traffic was allowed on the 
narrow road. Cars went uphill 
in the mornings and downhill 
in the afternoons. 

"There are many happy sto­
ries of the late '50s--everybody 
stopping in the road if they 
got stuck on their way down," 
says Ada Rivera, Guest Services 
Manager, Ski Ashland. "It was a 
social event just to get there." 

In 1963 the roof of the 
Mt.Ashland lodge was hoisted 
into place with the help of a 
large crane. Soon, the ski resort 
was up and running. 

"It was a tight little group of people 
who really believed that having a ski 
area there would be a good idea. They 
made it happen," says Rivera. "When the 
lodge was built it was very bare bones - a 
simple facility with a concrete floor and 
not much heat." 

Today, Mt. Ashland draws an average 
of 85,000 visits from skiers and snow­
boarders per season. Many of them are 
loyal and longtime patrons returning to 
its slopes. 

"We have a Significant number of ski­
ers in their 70s or 80s," says Rivera. "It's 
wonderful to see these folks who skied 
here before the lodge was even built, still 
coming up today." 

"I still try to get up there a couple 
times a year," says Bulkley. "I guess I got 
hooked." 

JENNIFER BRENNOCK BUCKNER is a 
freelance writer living in Jacksonville, 
Oregon. 
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Honorary Lifetime 
Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. Cheney 

Foundation, Tacoma, WA 
Patricia and Robert Heffernan, Medford 
Jean W. Jester, Sandy 
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland 
Donald E. and Jean Rowlett, Ashland 
Maureen Smith, Gold Hill 
Mary Tooze, Porrland 

Lifetime $2500 
Kayand AI Alsing, Ashland 
Connie Battaile, Ashland 
Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford 
Leona and Robert J. DeArmond, 

Central Point 
Mary Delsman, Riverside, CA 
Judi Drais, Medford 
Yvonne Earnest, Medford 
H. Walter and Rosie Emori, jacksonville 
David and Gladys Fortmiller, Talent 
Fred and Vyvyan Gardner, Canyon City 
John and Nancy Hamlin, Medford 
Tom Hamlin, Medford 
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point 
Robert and Theodora Hight, Medford 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford 
Robert L. Lewis, jacksonville 
Bob and Judy Lozano, Butte Falls 
Mail Tribune, Medford 
Eugene I. Majerowiu, Los Angeles, CA 
Alice Mullaly, Central Point 
Zoe Dell Nutter, Xenia, OH 
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City 
Ludwell and Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill 
Dalton and Ruth Straus, Central Point 
Ed & Laura Winslow, Central Point 
DaviS Young, Medford 

MEMBERS OF 

New & Renewing Members 
March 1, 2006 - May 31,2006 

Lifetime/Pioneer 
Dalton & Ruth Straus, Central Point 

Director 
Gael & Lee Squibb, Gold Hill 
Daniel Woodhead III , San Francisco, CA 

Director/Pioneer 
Robert & Jean Cowling, Medford 

Business 
Henry Calvin Fabrics, Medford 
Security Insurance Agency, Inc, Medford 
Evergreen Federa l Bank, Grants Pass 
Eden Valley Orchards, Medford 

Curator 
Sol & Virg inia Blechman, Ashland 
John & Nancy Olander, Medford 
Sharon & Dr. Richard Schaefer, Medford 
Steven & Sharon Swartsley, Medford 
Elizabeth Udall, Gold Hill 

Curator/Pioneer 
Ace & Margaret Carter, Central Point 
Larry & Ann Horton, Medford 
John & Janie Stewart, Talent 

Patron 
linda & Thomas Basgen, Medford 
Gloria Brittsan, jacksonville 
Pat & Gayle Clason, Medford 
Jack & Nancy Day, Medford 
Anne Decker, Ashland 
Robert & DeAnna Eastman, Central Point 
Mary & Dr. Tom Glatte, Medford 
Gerald & Stephanie Hellinga, Medford 
Reeve & Lyn Hennion, Jacksonville 
Florence Inman, Ashland 
Margaret McGeary, Medford 
Eugene & Barbara Monroe, jacksonville 
Matthew & Carla Morey, Shady Cove 
Dorothy Parke, Medford 
Dr. James & Elizabeth Patterson, Medford 
Donald & Luana Perry, Medford 
Dr. Tony & Jo Ramsey, Medford 
Dr. John & Joanne Retzlaff, Medford 
Bob & Joyce Stevens, Jacksonville 
William & Angela Thorndike Jr., Medford 
Colleen Tokar, Medford 

Patron/Pioneer 
Bus Bush, Medford 
Dr. A.L. & Duane Clay, Medford 
Dorothy Cook, Medford 
Jean Frazier, Ashla nd 
Monty & Carol Holst, Jacksonville 
William & Connie Hubbard Jr., Tioga, TX 
Roy & Shei la Kimball, Medford 
Marlene & Rollie Pean, Centra l Point 
Norman Robinson, Tucson, AZ 
Charles & Evelyn Sears, Medford 
Glenn & Kathleen Smith, Medford 
Peter & Bi llee Stemple, Jacksonville 
Virginia Younger, Medford 

Family 
Joyce & Harry Abrams, Cave junction 
Delfino & Cordelia Arellano,Jacksonville 
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David Barney, Central Point 
Neil & Diane Benson, Ashland 
Jean & Frank Black, Medford 
Dr. Thomas & Arlene Bolton, Medford 
Don & Eloise Cady, Central Point 
Gordon & Donna Carrigan, Central Point 
Vincent & Betty Clafl in, Phoenix 
Edwin & Sylvia Clark, Ashland 
James & Mary Lou Clark, Medford 
Russell Dale, Ashland 
Dan & Helen Daniken, Gold Hill 
Murrit Davis & Lorry Juteau-Davis, Eagle Point 
John & Dr. Anne Dennehy, Medford 
Irvin Dew, Medford 
Robert & Kathleen DeWitt, Ashland 
Harriet & Bill Dorris, Central Point 
Dick Emery & Francene Bernest, Ashland 
Dr. Paul & Sara Foster, Medford 
Katie Gomez, Ashland 
Ken & Jeannie Green, Ashland 
Jerrold & Julie Hagstrom, Jacksonville 
Sue & Jack Hamilton, Central Point 
Joni & Sean Hankin, Central Point 
Lorena Harris, Ashland 
Wes & lily Hartley, Medford 
Tom & Evelyn Hennion, Medford 
Al lan & Charlotte Henry, Medford 
Dick & Marilyn Henselman, Medford 
Harold & Janice Herdrich, Ashland 
James & Chris Hess, Jacksonville 
Dennis & Patricia Hyatt, Eugene 
Radley & Betty Hyde, Medford 
Richard & Andrea Igl, Rogue River 
Lorin & Meg Jacobs, Medford 
Mark Jacobs & linda Harris, Medford 
Chuck James, Central Point 
Oscar & Ga il Johnson, Ashland 
James & Velma Johnson, Talent 
Joanne & Scott Johnson, Talent 
Day thai Kendall, Lancaster, PA 
Carolyn & Bob Kingsnorth, Central Point 
George Kramer, Ashland 
Rosalie LaFleur, Hillsboro 
Alfred & Barbara Larson, Medford 
Lee & Marilyn Lewis, Jacksonville 
Mike & Laura littrell, Medford 
Ronald Loveness, Klamath Falls 
David & Caroline Lowry, Talent 
Stan & Leta Marchington, Medford 
Ron & Judy Martinson, Central Point 
Verner & Donna McCall, Eagle Point 
L. Keith & Jo Ann Miller, Central Point 
John & Nancy Miller, Talent 
Dusty & Top Miller, Ashland 
Dr. Frank & Marty Moore, Medford 
Anthony & Arlette Morano, Rogue River 
Mike & Suzanne Peil, Grants Pass 
Michael Peterson & Family, Willow Creek, CA 
Jill & Tim Price, Medford 
Betty & Robert Prosise, Shady Cove 
John & Nadine Purcell, Ashland 
Shane & Amber Reed, Medford 
Robert & Margaret Reinholdt, Ashland 
Kenneth & Donna Rhee, Ashland 
Rebecca Rishell. Pt. Reyes Station, CA 
David & Susy Schroeder, Eagle Point 

Bob & lisa Schroeter, Jacksonville 
Maxine & Albert Scott, Ashland 
Dee & Barbara Selby, Medford 
Edward & Betty She lley, Ashland 
Wi ll iam & Judith Shrader, Medford 
Donald & Joanne Strand, Medford 
Richard & Midge Thierolf Jr., Ashland 
Brent Thompson, Ashland 
Thomas & Doris Walker, Sams Valley 
Dr. Jack & Barbara Walstrom, Medford 
Charles & Karin Watson, Medford 
Dr. John & Elizabeth Watson, Medford 
Greg & Va lri Williams, Ashland 
Ellis & Mildred Wilson, Ashland 
Jerry & Mary Wojack, Central Point 

Family/Pioneer 
Ron & Gloria Bartlett, Medford 
Arthur & Charlotte Bigelow, Shady Cove 
Lana & Darrell Boldt, Ashland 
Dave & Rita Carter, Eagle Point 
Darlene Casteel, Shelton, WA 
John & Cozette Caster, Dayton 
Melvin & Karla Clements, Ashland 

Bob & Annie Dreiszus, Talent 
John & Patti Ellis, Jacksonville 
Daryl & Arlene Farnham, Medford 
Ben & Fran Foley, Rancho Santa Fe, CA 
Stuart & Karen Foster, Medford 
lillian Fullerton, Vancouver, WA 
Evelyn Giddings, Eureka, CA 
Dan & Lois Hamann, Butte Fal/s 
Glenn & Carol Harrison, Albany 
Jerry & Denise Hauck, Ashland 
Phil & Juliann Hofmann, Ramona, CA 
John & Edna Hopkins, Applegate 
Robert & Peggy Houston, Medford 
Dr. Gary & Nancy Ingram, Medford 
Wi lliam & Carol ine Kirkman, Ashland 
Gayle & Jim Lewis, Jacksonville 
Lorra ine & George Mattos, Jacksonville 
Alan & Mary Miller, Ashland 
Tam & Ann Moore, Medford 
Howard & Charlotte Owens, Dallas 
Carl & Wanda Perdue, Ashland 
Irma & Ernest Potter, Talent 
Larry & Nanci Rogers, Medford 
Robert & Joan Sage, Medford 
Doris Sutherlin, Medford 
Richard & Adleen Thornton, Ashland 
Steve & Penny Thorpe, Ashland 
H. Dewey & Gloria Wilson, Medford 

Individual 
Rhoda Abrahams, Ashland 
Loretta Adams, Medford 
Avis Adee, Medford 
Ann Aines, Bend 
Diane Appleton, Medford 
Paula & Robert Assali, Medford 
Kay Atwood, Ashland 
Janice Bailey, Medford 
Ron & Vava Bailey, Ashland 
Patricia Bailey, Rolling Hills Est., CA 
Marilyn Baines, Medford 
Beth Barker, Medford 
Eugene & Barbara Beers, Medford 



MEMBERS OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Anne Bil leter, Medford 
Shirley Blaul, Jacksonville 
John Bowden, Klamath Falls 
Jill Brenkman, Jacksonville 
Ann Brophy, Medford 
David Burnett, Medford 
Sally Burns, Central Point 
Michael Burrill Sr., Medford 
Martha Bustard, Medford 
Mary Jane Cedar Face, Ashland 
Terrie Clafiin, Medford 
Dorothy Clafiin, Phoenix 
Irene Clark, Medford 
Martha Cline, Medford 
Paula Cook, Yreka, CA 
Loree Cortez, Ashland 
Diane Cowan, Ashland 
Doris Crofoot, Jacksonville 
Susan Davis, Rogue River 
Steve Decker, Applegate 
H.S. & Barbara Deuel, Medford 
David Dials, Medford 
Pauline Dickey, Medford 
Larry Diltz, Medford 
Carl & Mabel Dykstra, Medford 
Richard Engeman, Portland 
Barbara Ezell, Klamath Falls 
Judith Faulkner, Ashland 
Rose Finney,Jacksonville 
Nancy Fox, Medford 
Sharon Freeburne, Central Point 
Gladys Greene, Ashland 
Barbara Hanel, Medford 
Alice Hatch, Rogue River 
Velda Hawk, Jacksonville 
George Hesdorfer, Medford 
Paul Hosten, Talent 
John Hunt, Medford 
Hans Jensen, Shady Cove 
Stephanie Johnson, Scappoose 
Alea Kent, Ashland 
Jean Kircher, Tigard 
Victor & Susan Kosmatka, Central Point 
Jeff La La nde, Ashland 
Ben & Susan Law, Lakewood, CO 
D. Wayne & Fae Linn, Ashland 
Marella Luschen, Medford 
Flora MacCracken, Talent 
Nancy Mafrici, Medford 
Beverly Major, Ashland 
Donna Maybee, Medford 
Eunice McCann, Medford 
Shannon Mcintyre, Jacksonville 
Art McKee, Prospect 
Dorothy McKinley, Ashland 
Edna Meadows, Jacksonville 
Heidi Meyer, Medford 
Karen Mitchell, Jacksonville 
Ja mes Murray, Medford 
Peter & Bobbi Naumes, Medford 
Patrick Naumes, Medford 
Ruth Parker, Medford 
Judith Paulsen, Ashland 
Suzanne Pelzel, Ashland 
A. Peterson, Medford 
Anne Peugh, Central Pain 

Bill Philp, Jacksonville 
Daryl & Mary Lou Proett, Medford 
Claudette Pruitt, Burns 
Geri Read, Medford 
Charles & Elaine Rigby, Cave Junction 
James & Sharon Rowlett, Medford 
Bertha Safiey, Medford 
Jennalee Scarbrough, Baker City 
Barbara Schiavone, Grants Pass 
Kris Schulz, White City 
Sylvia Scott, Medford 
Susan Shoemaker, Eagle Point 
William Shurtz, Medford 
Gloria Smith, Medford 
Lois Smith, Central Point 
Jody Sorensen, Medford 
Donald Sweet, Ashland 
La urie Teply, Medford 
Aria Thompson, Rogue River 
Carol Thorndike, Medford 
William Trotter, Medford 
Darcy Van Vuren, Central Point 
Louise Vincent, Medford 
Myrna Wagler, Central Point 
GC Wa les, Yreka, CA 
Claude Ward, Ashland 
Suzanne Watkins, Chiloquin 
Dr. Robert Weiss, Medford 
Elaine Wells, Medford 
Greeley Wells Jr., Jacksonville 
Joan Williams, Medford 
Edna Wolff, Central Point 

Individual/Pioneer 
Eva Albert, Trail 
Clifford Bailey, Central Point 
Rebecca Bowles, Bella Vista, CA 
Marilyn Coleman Anderson, 
Minneapolis, MN 
Marilyn Conner,Jacksonville 
Elaine Doerr, Sacramento, CA 
Robin Emmens, Jacksonville 
Nancy & Mike Fieguth, Medford 
Helen Fields, Grants Pass 
Marie Ford, Talent 
Vera French, Pinole, CA 
Lucile Gann, Medford 
Sandra Haskins, Woodland, WA 
Arlene Hoffman, Eagle Point 
Joan & Wayne Horton, Medford 
Charles Jackson, Phoenix 
Norma Kuyper, Eagle Point 
Kenn Lantz, Portland 
Jean & Dr. Jack Lust, Medford 
Gail Orell, La Jolla, CA 
Betty Peabody, San Diego, CA 
Clara Pursel, Eagle Point 
Ellie Rhodes, Medford 
Pam Schiller, Ashland 
Kathleen Sullivan, Medford 
Ted & Armella Wharton, Medford 

Subscriber 
Washington County Historical Society, 
Portland 
Univ of Wash ington Libraries, Seattle, WA 
Albany Regional Museum, Albany 
Mail Tribune, Medford 

Donors 
March 1,2006 - May 31, 2006 
Pauline Dickey, Medford 
John Enders, Ashland 
Richard & Linda Meyers, Jacksonville 
Rudy & Sandra Miner, Ashland 
Alan & Marjorie Nea l, Talent 
Jack & Laurie Neff, Merlin 
Kathie Olsen, Jacksonville 
Nancy & Bruce Samson, Lake Oswego 

Gift Membership Donors 
Robert & Jean Cowling, Medford 
John Enders, Ashland 
Betty Glass, Central Point 
Robert & Peggy Houston, Medford 

In-Kind Donors 
KOGAP Electrical, Medford 
Jeanena White Wilson, Jacksonville 
Rogue Pacific Lumber, Medford 
Huttig Building Products, Medford 

Grants and Sponsorships 
Bruce Budmayr, Rogue River 
City of Jacksonville, Jacksonville 
Pat & Gayle Clason, Medford 
Collins Foundation, Portland 
Terri & Bruce Gieg, Jacksonville 
Robert & Patricia Heffernan Jr., Medford 
Jacksonville Chamber of Comm, Jacksonville 
Jacksonville Mercantile, Jacksonville 
Jacksonville Wood lands Assoc., Jacksonville 
The Kinsman Foundation, Milwaukie 
Warren & Audrey Merz, Jacksonville 
State Farm Insurance, Jacksonville 
Umpqua Bank, Portland 
Wi lloughby Hearing Aid Centers,Jacksonville 

SOHS Endowment Fund 
Judi Drais, Medford 
The Collections 
Thank you to the following people who 
contributed to the SOHS collection over the 
past three months: 
Bonnie Atwood, Medford 
Kay Atwood, Ashland 
L. Scott Clay, Medford 
Mildred Elder, Corvallis 
Lucile Gann, Medford 
Patricia Geren, Medford 
Larry James, Grants Pass 
George Kramer, Ashland 
Jeff LaLande, Medford 
Thomas Newcomb, Keno 
Marlene Pean, Central Point 
Lois Peterson, Ontario 
Larry Smith, Jacksonville 
Greg Walter, Cave Junction 

Membership Benefits 

Memberships last one year. All members 
receive the following benefits: 

Free admission to SOHS museums 
and sites. 

Subscription to Southern Oregon 
Heritage Today quarterly magazine. 

Subscription to Monthly Calendar 
and historic photograph suitable for 
framing. 

10% discount at the History Store in 
Jacksonvil le. 

Discounted admission card to 22 
Pacific Northwest children's 
museums. 

Reciprocal benefits through "Time 
Travelers;' a network of more than 

150 historical societies and museums 
around the country. 

Discounts on workshops, programs 
and special events. 

Invitations to exhibit previews and 
members-only events. 

Ability to vote for Board ofTrustees. 

The satisfaction of supporting your 
historical society. 

Membership Categories: 

Individual $35 

Family $50 

Patron $100 

Curator $200 
Includes all basic benefits plus 
recognition in Annual Report and 
Southern Oregon Heritage Today. 

Director $500 
Includes all ofthe above benefits plus 
unlimited guest privileges. 

Historian's Circle $1,000 
Includes all of the above benefits plus 
invitations to exclusive Historian's Circle 
events, and private tours with Executive 
Director and exhibit curators. 

lifet ime $2,500 

Includes all of the above benefits. 

Business $250 
Includes subscriptions, recognition in 
Annual Report and Southern Oregon 
Heritage Today and 10% discount for 
all employees on memberships, 
admissions and History Store 
purchases. 
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Member Profile 
WHEN A.L. CLAY MOVED TO MEDFORD from Medford in 1945 (that 
is to say, from Medford, Oklahoma to Medford, Oregon), the Rogue 
Valley gained a future high school sports star. 

A.L. went on to excel at Medford High School in football and 
basketball , and, somewhat reluctantly, track and field. Back then, 
coach Bill Bowerman had a requirement that if you wanted to 
play football , you also had to join the track team. After a disas­
trous attempt at the low hurdles - "1 knocked down every single 
hurdle," A .L. recalls - he took up the discus and shot put. "Coach 
Bowerman's back yard and my back yard adjoined, and sometimes 
he wo uld come by and we would put the shot together." 

Bowerman, who went on to fame as track coach at the University 
of Oregon and as originator of the waffle-designed running shoe 
that was the inception of Nike, was an innovator even back in his 
high school coaching days. A.L. remembers Bowerman's experi ­
ments in designing special shoes for th e high school high jumpers 
and sprinters. 

A.L. eventually married his high school cla ssmate, (Duane) Carol 
Maddox and became a dentist. His athletic interests turned to 
tennis and skiing, sports he enjoys to the present. 

How did Dr. Clay become involved with SOHS? "By the time our 
son Scott was twelve years old, he knew just about every old, his­
torical house in the valley," according to Dr. Clay. Once, the family 
drove by the historic Pierce- Phipps House being torn down at the 
corner of Crater Lake Avenue and East Main Street in Medford . 
"That 's progress," commented A.L. 

"No, Dad, it's not! " objected young Scott passionately. "They 
should have found a way to preserve it, or at least move it to 
another spot, not just tear it down." Thi s was a turning point for Dr. 
Clay. He soon joined SOHS to support the organization's efforts to 
sustain our loca l heritage. 

WILDLIFE 
IMAGE5 

REHABILITATION & EDUCATION CENTER 

Wildlife Sanctuar,Y Tours 

Experience a tour of wodd-famous Wildlife Images 
where sick, injured and orphaned wild animals are given 
a second chance at life. Over 100 animals are permanent 

residents, so you may see any number of 
North American species, including birds of prey, 

wolves, bobcats, bears, cougars, foxes and reptiles, 
just to name a few. 

FOR TOUR INFORMATION CALL 
(541) 476-0222 

PO Box 36 • Merlin, OR 97532 
11845 Lower River Rd., Grants Pass, OR 97526 

(541) 476-0222 • www.wiJdJifeimages.org 
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A.L. C/ayand his wife, Duane 

"When hi storical buildings and artifacts are lost, we lose part of 
our lives," he says. " It 's very important to keep alive our past and 
have it be a form of guidance for the future." 

Scott Clay pursued his childhood p assion in preserving old build ­
ings, and now serves as City Planner and Historic Preservation 
Officer for the City of Jacksonville, where he takes a lead role in 
maintaining th e hi storic nature of the town . When he was twenty­
five years old, Scott joined the SOHS Board of Trustees, and served 
t wo term s. A.L.'s wife, Duane, supports hi story in her own right as 
an SOHS volunteer and a member of the Go ld Diggers Guild , the 
organization that rai ses funds for SOHS. 

Thanks to SOHS members like A.L., Duane, and Scott Clay, the his­
tory of the Rogue Valley is more likely to endure and provide, in 
Dr. Clay's words, "g uidance for the future." Wh at inspires you to 
support SOHS? Please let us know your story by calling Richard at 
541-773-6536 ext. 226, or e-mailing development@sohs.o rg. 



CALL OR CLICK 
ONLINE TICKETS 

& VISITORS' GUIDE 

www.osfashland.org 
(541) 482-4331 

Clockwise from top right, 
The Importance of Being Earnest (2006): Kevin Kenerly. 
The Diary of Anne Frank (2006): Laura Morache. 
The Winter's Tale (2006): Greta Oglesby. 
The Tragical Histary of Doctor Faustus (2005): ensemble. 

II LItHIA 
~meriii'rat.&>~ 
In P.rtnership w'th Uthi, CEO's founcW;Uon, 

The Sid and Karen DeBoer foundation 

SEASON SPONSOR 
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SOUTHERN OREGON 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

541-773-6536 

www.sohs.org 

RESEA RCH LIBRARY 

106 N. Central, Medford 

JACKSONVILLE MUSEUM 

HISTORY STORE 

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 

5th and C, Jacksonville 

HANLEY FARM 

1053 Hanley Rd., Hwy 238 
Central PBin-f..: - ~"':' . . 

-.,.. ... _~Ii 

AVAILABLE FOR SPECIA'L EVENTS 

c.c. BEEKMAN HOUSE . - - . •... ". . .... 
California & Laurelworil~ - _ . . 

/ Jacksonville -. " -.? . 

/ l:.c. BEEK-MAN BANK 
/' 

3rd & California, Jacksonville 
~ . 

. ;E .. -
. , .S. HOTEL' 

3rd~Califo);r!!a, l ficksonYllle . 
~LABLE FOR S·PECIAi..EV-ENq-.:s .... - ..... ... 

Southern Oregon University rowers on Emigrant Lake. Photo courtesy Ashland Rowing Club 

SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MISSION: 
To make history come alive by collecting, preserving, and 

sharing the stories and artifacts of our common heritage. 
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A MEMBER-SUPPORTED ORGANIZATION 

106 North Central Avenue 

Medford, Oregon 97501-5926 
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