








DEMOCRACY, PEARS AND POWS
Camp White and the German Prisoner
of War Re-education Program

by Joe Peterson

Sixty-one years after the end of WWII, we once again find ourselves dealing with issues of

post-war nation building and the treatment of prisoners of war. In his article, Joe Peterson

looks at a little-known government program that brought those very issues to the Rogue Valley

in 1946.

BY ALL ACCOUNTS, 18-YEAR-OLD
Heinz Bertram had good cause to be
terrified. Suddenly he found himself a
prisoner of war sure to be shot by his
British captors. Much to his astonish-
ment and relief, young Bertram ended
up instead near Medford, Oregon,

with approximately two thousand fel-
low German prisoners-of-war (POWs)
learning English and picking pears
while part of the U.S. military’s attempt
to re-educate German POWs and hope-
fully transform a dictatorship into a
future democracy.

In light of current issues of prisoner
abuse and attempts to bring democratic
rule to Irag, it is interesting and possibly
instructive to look back to an earlier
experiment in nation building.

Begun as a secret mission, an elaborate
plan was launched to reeducate German
prisoners of war held here in the United
States. The hope was that exposure to
American ideals might prepare them

to take a positive participatory role in

a “de-Nazified” post-war Germany. As
Lieutenant John Fahey recalled in a
1992 article,! he and seventy other U.S.
military officers were sent to New York
for twelve intense days of clandestine
training in the fall of 1944. Fate would
soon find Lt. Fahey and POW Bertram
together at Camp White separated by a
double row of barbed wire.
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With British POW camps overflow-

ing, 350,000 German prisoners were
transported to 150 camps scattered
across the United States. But an impor-
tant question arose: Would the Geneva
Convention allow POWs to be put to
work and simultaneously indoctrinated?
By 1943 War Department policy had
evolved to allow prisoners held in the
United States to do work that needed to
be done but did not aid the American
war effort.2 Work would still be optional
and prisoners would be paid 80 cents a
day for their labor.

Lt. Fahey’s mission was fraught with
serious logistical problems from the
outset. For starters, Fahey didn’t speak
German. The U.S. military command
had decided not to relinquish any
German-speaking American officers to
the re-education program, as they were
reserved for more important intelligence
work. As a consequence, Fahey seldom
had more than two American soldiers
fluent in German to help him.

Secondly, while daily work in the
orchards of Southern Oregon and fields
of Northern California were a popular
diversion for the Camp White POWs,

it interfered with re-education night
classes offered on the base. After a day
in the field little time and inclination
was left for English language, American
history, and civics classes. It seems the
re-education program took a backseat to
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the War Department’s desire to provide
a substitute workforce for needy farmers.
Most importantly, strict adherence
to the intent of the Geneva Convention
regarding the treatment of prison-
ers of war meant walking a fine line
between indoctrination and the allowed
“intellectual diversions” that had to
be “organized by the prisoners.”> An
interesting result was classes taught by
the POWSs themselves. Further account-
ability came from outside observers as
both American and Swiss representa-
tives visited Camp White and filed
written reports on prisoner treatment,
specifically addressing the “Intellectual
Diversion Program.” 4

With victory in Europe, the veil of
secrecy was lifted from this experi-
ment and American newspaper report-
ers flocked to POW camps to assess

its success and inform an unknowing
public about its existence. Among them
was Portland Oregonian staff writer
Herman Edwards, who wrote a series
of three features in the fall of 1945. It
would not be the lectures Fahey had
been trained to give that resulted in
changed minds. Edwards would find,
rather, a number of seemingly unre-
lated decisions and events that had the
most impact.

Unlike the newsreel footage of German
extermination camps shown previously
but widely seen as American propagan-



da, Frank Capra’s Hollywood-produced
series Why We Fight was intensely
watched (sound tracks had been trans-
lated into German at Camp White) and
became the subject of animated dis-
cussions and much arguing after each
showing. Herman
Edwards concluded
that Capra’s films
captured the POW’s
interest and became |
a turning point in
the re-education '
program.>

Longer-range strate-
gies enabled prisoners
to print their own
uncensored news
magazine and freely |
elect their own spokes- |
man to deal with 3
their American jailers.
POW-owned radios
were unrestricted as to

programs listened to

soon POWs realized that whatever
books they wanted to read were avail-
able to them.

POW Heinz Bertram’s friendships with

American farmers and the humane

treatment he

received as a

POW eventually
led to

and were maintained in
good working order by
Medford repair shops at
Lt. Fahey’s direction.

Accustomed to all media being propa-
ganda, prisoners slowly came to under-
stand the notion of a free press as Life
magazine and the Oregonian came to be
accepted as factual. If Life printed pic-
tures of Nazi atrocities many prisoners
now deemed the stories true. By far the
most read newspaper was the Oregonian
with a surprising 100 personal subscrib-
ers behind the barbed wire. Another 80
copies were made available for general
distribution from canteen profits.6

With half of the prisoners in night
classes and another twenty taking
correspondence courses through the
University of Oregon, many POWs
learned of American life through more
than thirty course offerings. Even camp
library usage was arranged for uncen-
sored reading. At one point, testing

Lt. Fahey’s true commitment to free
thought, a prisoner asked to check out
Mein Kampf. Fahey didn’t object and

Camp White’s
post stockade where
many of the POWs were held,
1944. SOHS Photos #13619 and #13620
(original photos loaned by Tom Hafey)
American citizenship and a permanent
return to the Rogue Valley. For more
than twenty years, beginning in the
1950s, Bertram ran an upholstery shop
in Medford, which was housed in a
former Camp White building sold off
as surplus after the war.” Interviewed
in 1980, Bertram explained, “I liked
the general way of living here. I liked
the country. I liked the democratic way
of things done over here. I wanted to
get away from Communism.”8 Before
returning to live in Oregon, Bertram
had returned to a divided Germany
with his hometown now located in East
Germany and occupied by decidedly
undemocratic Russians.

Camp White German prisoners of
war, finally repatriated in the spring
of 1946, repeated their original jour-
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ney by rail and then by ship back to an
occupied homeland. Had Lt. Fahey suc-
ceeded? Did they return with a favorable

impression of American democracy while
being treated in a manner consistent with

Geneva Convention provisions?

Reporter Edwards gave the re-education
project mixed reviews. While he praised
Fahey’s humanitarian efforts and several
successes, he came away from his visit

concerned that most POWs did not

accept personal respon-
Several articulated

democracy they had
learned of could work
in Germany.

Nevertheless, despite the
uncertain lasting impact
of re-education efforts, one
conclusion seems inescap-

adherence to international law
and common decency was able
to endure in the worst of times.
Perhaps for this reason alone

the German POW experience in

JoE PETERSON is an adjunct lecturer in
the History and Education Departments
at Southern Oregon University.
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1 John Fahey, “Reminiscence,” Oregon
Historical Quarterly, Winter 1992-93.

2 Fahey, “Reminiscence,” p. 368.

3 John Brown Mason, “German Prisoners
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sibility for the war.

their doubts that the

able: Camp White authorities’

Southern Oregon is worth revisiting.



Honorary Lifetime

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. Cheney
Foundation, Tacoma, WA

Patricia and Robert Heffernan, Medford

Jean W. Jester, Sandy

Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland

Donald E. and Jean Rowlett, Ashland

Maureen Smith, Gold Hill

Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime $2500

Kayand Al Alsing, Ashland

Connie Battaile, Ashland

Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford

Leona and Robert J. DeArmond,
(entral Point

Mary Delsman, Riverside, (A

Judi Drais, Medford

Yonne Earnest, Medford

H. Walter and Rosie Emori, Jacksonville

David and Gladys Fortmiller, falent

Fred and Viyvyan Gardner, Canyon City

John and Nancy Hamlin, Medford

Tom Hamlin, Medford

Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point

Robert and Theodora Hight, Medford

Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford

Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville

Bob and Judy Lozano, Butte Falls

Mail Tribune, Medford

Eugene I. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA

Alice Mullaly, Central Point

Zoe Dell Nutter, Xenia, OH

Ram Offset Lithographers, White Gity

Ludwell and Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill

Ed & Laura Winslow, Central Point

Davis Young, Medford
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MEMBERS

New & Renewing Members
December 1, 2005 — February 28, 2006

Lifetime
Judy Hanshue Lozano &
Robert Lozano, Butte Falls

Director/Pioneer
Judson Parsons & Diana Gardener, Salem

Business

Regence Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Medford
State Historic Preservation Office, Salem
Rogue Aggregates, Inc., Medford

Business/Pioneer
Hakatai Enterprises, Inc., Ashland

Curator

Bernie & Shirley Croucher, Jacksonville
Steve & Sandy Hess, Medford

John Holmes, Bellevue, WA

Charles & Betty Howe, Ashland

Leigh & Carole Paquin, Central Point
Betty Root, Medford

Lynn & Doris Sjolund, Medford
Stanley Stark, Medford

Curator/Pioneer
Fitz & Ann Brewer, Medford
John & Dianne Norris, Central Point

Patron

Keith Anderson, Ashland

Frank Bash, Austin, TX

Willard Brown & Judith Ginsburg, Ashland
Dr. Mario & Edie Campagna, Medford
John Crawford Jr,, Portland

Jon & Gini Deason, Medford

Bill Dickey, Portland

Norma Garrison, Medford

Stan & Marlene Grout, Medford

Richard Hay, Ashland

Jacksonville Booster Club, Jacksonville
Dr. Ron & Patricia Mayerle, Medford
Richard & Linda Meyers, Jacksonville
Paul Taylor, Sacramento, CA

Mayor Gary Wheeler, Medford

Dr. Robert & Joanne Wilcox, Central Point
Charles Wiley, Medford

(olette & Allan Wright, Medford

Robert & Marcia Zellman, Jacksonville

Patron/Pioneer
Afton Brown, Medford
John & Donna Dillard, Monroe
Victoria Enders &

Curtis Hinsley, Flagstaff AZ
R.A. & Mrs. Herndobler, Medford
Don McNair, Ashland
Nancy Morgan, Keizer
John & Pam Sanderson, Pocotello, ID
Helen Scott, Grants Pass
Robert & Josephine Simpson, Portland
Ron & JoAnne Weatherford, Salem
Donald & Patricia Wright, Los Altos, (A

Family

John & Barbara Allman, Jacksonville
Alan & Kelly Anderson, Medford
Charles & Ruth Beck, Medford
Gloria Buhring, Central Point

Bruce & Barbara Burnett, Gold Hill
Carolyn & Mike Burrill, Central Point
Dot Clark, Ashland

Bill & Marion Collins, Gold Hill
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Doug & Patty Detrick, Medford

Hans & Ann Doelman, Jacksonville

Dr. Bonnar & Laurie Dysart, Medford

Jerry & Linda Evans, Jacksonville

Robert & Barbara Fasel, Medford

Marianne & Larry Fuller, White City

Duane & Jan Gleaves, Medford

Don & Ellen Goheen, Jacksonville

Sarah & Warren Hagen, Ashland

Beth & Bill Hartlerode, Central Point

Felicia & Tom Hazel, Talent

Jeff Heglie & Shelley Elkovich, Ashland

Patt Herdklotz & Kim Yasutake, Ashland

Bob & Barbara Heyerman, Ashland

Ernest & Patricia Himmelman, Prospect

Ralph & Margaret Hunkins, falent

Que & Maxine Jameson, Jacksonville

Gunnar & Mary Ann Johnson, Central Point
Jim & Dona Key, Medford

Emily & Leroy Knight, Medford

Harvey & Liz Koester, Medford

Jerry & Donnis Lausmann, Medford

Brad & Lorraine Linder, Phoenix

Bob Lindsay, Ashland

Winston & Cynthia Lora, Medford

Kathy & John Loram, Ashland

Pam Lucas & Sue Peeks, Medford

Susan & Frank Maesen, Jacksonville

Jerry & Nell Mathern, Jacksonville

Tim & Maggie McCartney, Ashland

James & Aneta Mclntyre, Ashland

Dr. Robert & Heather Mclntyre, Medford

Tom & Sally Melgard, Medford

Warren & Audrey Merz, Jacksonville

Dr. Carver & Patricia Moosman, Jacksonville

W.B. & Marie Myers, Medford

Christine Norton-Cotts & Sheldon Cotts, Ashland

Tim & Kathy O'Leary, Palo Alto, CA

Mac & Peqgy Peffley, Jacksonville

Peter Pryor & Barbara Coppos, Agoura, CA

Lynn Putnam, Medford

Lynn Ransford & Jack Knox, Ashland

Wayne & Jackie Reavis, Jacksonville

Tim & Tina Reuwsaat, Medford

Bill & Gina Ryan, White City

Philip & Arlene Sadlier, Jacksonville

Elise & Jim Scheffel, Eagle Point

Sharon & Steve Schmidt, Grants Pass

Dorothea Schulz, Jacksonville

William & Jean Seibert, Medford

Michael Smith & Nora Leestma, Gold Hill

Neal & Jo Smith, Jacksonville

Thomas & Eleanor Spatz, Medford

Paul & Pat Stancel, Medford

Ron & Darlene Steffani, Ashland

Dr. Tom Treger & Dr. Ruth Rabinovitch, Medford

Jerry & Carolyn Trottmann, Jacksonville

Dr. Donald & Elaine Turcke, Medford

Jack & Kay Underwood, Central Point

George Westermark, Ashland

Jennifer Williams, San Rafael, CA

Monty Zukowski & Jane Anderson, Jacksonville

Family/Pioneer

Bill & Jo Ann Anderson, Central Point
William & Erma Breeden, Medford
Kathleen Chase, Salem

Gary & Patricia Christlieb, Ashland
Sharon Duggan, Berkeley, CA

Chuck & Colleen Eccleston, Medford
Alex & Bette Hamilton Jr., Eagle Point
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Ken & Laura Jones, Ashland
Mike & Georgia Kahler, Graharr, WA
Robert Kelsch, Medford
Steve & Vauna Kruggel, Reddir? g, CA
Gifford & Marilyn Lee, Ashland
Douglas Legg, Ashland
Jerry & Nancy McGrew, Jackso nville
Joe & Lorraine Mussack, falent
Richard & Ann Offenbacher, Ja cksonville
Shiena & Culley Polehn, Medford
William Poole, Oregon City
Dr. John & Betty Jo Reynolds, Ashland
William & Joan Russell, Bandon
Dr. Daniel & Doris Sage, Syracuse, NY
Doug & Sandi Schmor, Medford
Phyllis Skinner &

Dr. William Matthews, Medford
Karl & Helen Slack, Ashland
Billy & Ruth Slack, Ashland
William & Patricia Walls, Central Point
Donald & Catherine Wilkinson , Medford
Wayne & Earlene Wyatt, Central Point

Individual

Natalie Barker, Medford

Robert & Bonnie Beall, Hillsboro
John Biewener, Beaverton

Nancy Bringhurst, Ashland

Mary Ann Byrne, Jacksonville
(indy Coash, Phoenix

InDana & Pat Collins, Medford
Kathy Cooper, Ashland

John Cova, Grants Pass

Peter & Cora Crandall, Eagle Point
Bernice Curler, Medford

Helen Daun, Medford

Margaret Deuel, Medford

Laura & Dr. Kent DeYarman, Central Point
Viola Donahue, Rogue River
William & Jean Dreher, Medford
Bill Dugan, Medford

Charles Eckels Jr,, Jacksonville
Kathleen Everitt, Shady Cove
Dennis & Deborah Feeley, Rogue River
Gary Fixsen, Grants Pass

Thomas Foster lll, Ashland

Larry Gammell, Whittier, (A
Daniel Gannon, Charleston, SC
Philip & Shirley Gates, Talent

Karl Geidans, Medford

Karen Gernant, Talent

Steven Gillispie, Seattle, WA
(laudia Gillispie, Renton, WA
Marilyn Gradwell, Jacksonville
Gene Gressley, Jacksonville
Patricia Grieves, Medford

Ann Hamilton, Medford

Merle & Marie Harper, Trail

Hank & Dodie Hart, Medford
Carroll Haupert, Medford

Darlene Heckenlaible, Medford
Margie Herman, Med/ford

Loren Heuertz, Rogue River

Dr. Karen Ireland MD, Liberty Lake, WA
John Jarolimek, Bothell, WA

Terrie Jensen, Ashland

Cindy Johnson, Trinidad, CA
Kenneth & Rosemary Johnson, Redding, CA
Valentine Jones, Ashland

Kim Kinderman, £agle Point
Kathy Kirchen, Grants Pass
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Yvonne Kitchen, Talent

Robert & Erma Kyle, Medford
Peter & Natalie Lastiwka, Medford
Georgia Lind, Jacksonville

Joanne Loutocky, Medford

Doris Lundahl, Ashland

William Mansfield, Medford

Naida Marshall, Jacksonville

Dale & Judith McCay, Medford
Virginia McGraw, Medford

Susan Milburn, Talent

Lola Milhoan, Medford

Norman Misek, Jacksonville

Blair & Carol Moody, Medford
Virginia Morgan, Medford

Dr. Mary Jane Morrison MD, Phoenix
Gertrude Nurre, Jacksonville
Franklin Oakes, Medford

Bertha Owens, Medford

Thomas Paterson, Ashland

Robert & Helene Pearson, Medford
Henry Pete, Wilsonville

Karen Peteros, San Francisco, CA
Joan Peterson, Applegate

Joe & Stephanie Peterson, Ashland
Dr. Doug & Molly Philips, Medford
Ruth Reid, Jacksonville

Donna Roberts, Gresham

Jane Sage, Ashland

Bruce & Leslie Sargent, Ashland
Barnard Smith, Grants Pass

Iren Strahm, Medford

Reba Taylor, Ashland

Barbara & Dr. John Traynor, Medford
James Trecker, Park Ridge, IL

Cleve & Linda Twitchell, Central Point
Margaret Udesen, Talent

Shari Valentine, Medford

Richard Vanderwyst, Ashland
Janet Walker, Selma

Jeff Walston, Central Point
Matthew Warren, Jacksonville

Neil & Louise Watson, Medford

Individual/Pioneer
Marty Bauer, Grants Pass
Doris Boothby, Shady Cove
Annette Buchanan, Ashland
Helen Byers, Central Point
Jeannine Cantrall, Jacksonville
James Corcoran, Mill Creek, WA
Evelyn Davis, Grants Pass
James & Barbara Delsman, Ashland
Edmund Dews, Ashland
Clara Fader, Ashland
Lawrence Fick, Forest Grove
Isabel Goode, Jacksonville
Judith Hannah-Boyd &

Melvin Boyd, £agle Point
Dr. Harlow Head, Wilson, NC
Wayne & Martha Huffstutter, Portland
Beverly Hugdahl, Medford
Jeraldyn Jerome, Medford
Frank Knox, Medford
Edna Knudsen, Medford
Charles Lassiter, Papaikou, Hl
Joan Long, Medford
Sherry & James Marston, Medford
Brenna May, Jacksonville
Bertha Mabley, Tigard
Fr. Gregory Moys, Grants Pass
Dorothy Mumford, Annapolis, MD
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Dorland Offenbacher, Jacksonville
Gary Poole, Wallowa

LaVelle Ricks, Central Point
Howard Saxon, Las Vegas, NV
Tanya Shoemaker, Medford
Marcia Sydor, Roseville, CA

Leola Symonds, Phoenix

Dale Throckmorton, Hillsboro
Dorothy Weissensee, Shady Cove
Evelyn Williams, Jacksonville
Gladys Williams, Medford

Helen Wolgamott, £agle Point
Shirley Yost, Gold Hill

Betty Lou Yourston, Springville, UT

Subscriber

Historical Society of Wisconsin Library,
Madison, Wi

Knight Library, Univ. of Oregon, fugene
Multnomah County Library, Portland
Oregon State Library, Salem

Donors
December 1, 2005 — February 28, 2006
Earl & Virginia Adams, Medford
Bill Alley, Vancouver, WA
Al & Kay Alsing, Ashland
Glen & Yvonne Anderson, Medford
James Auchincloss, Ashland
(yd Bagley, Medford
Seven Feathers Hotel &

Casino Resort, Canyonville
Beth Barker, Medford
Dennis & Judith Barr, Medford
John Beare, Keizer
Sol & Virginia Blechman, Ashland
Randy Boardman, Ashland
John & Liz Braislin, Jacksonville
Anne Brockway, Medford
Bruce & Barbara Burnett, Gold Hill
Terrie Claflin, Medford
Irene Clark, Medford
Dr. A.L. & Duane Clay, Medford
Hazel Colvig, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Elizabeth Corethers, Fagle Point
John Crawford Jr., Portland
Viola Davis, Jacksonville
Robert & Leona DeArmond, Central Point
Cathy DeForest, Ashland
Veelda Dickey, Medford
Michael & Marie Donovan, Ashland
Yvonne Earnest, Medford
William Emerson, Ashland
Robert & Barbara Fasel, Medford
Jean Frazier, Ashland
Eloise Friesen, Medford
Wilma Fritz, Medford
Gold Diggers Guild Of SOHS, Medford
Gene Gressley, Jacksonville
Jack Holmes, Medford
Monty & Carol Holst, Jacksonville
Charles & Betty Howe, Ashland
Roy & Sheila Kimball, Medford
Steve & Vauna Kruggel, Redding, CA
Philip Lora, San Jose, (A
Judy Hanshue Lozano, Butte Falls
Alicia MacArthur, Gwynedd, PA
(raig & Juanita Mayfield, Medford
Jed & Celia Meese, Ashland
Tam & Ann Moore, Medford
Dr. Norman &

Dr. Grace Murdoch PhD., Jacksonville
Sue Naumes, Medford

HESTFOCRIE AL

SOCLETY

Helene Ogle, Medford
Kathie Olsen, Jacksonville
Richard & Janice Orr, Cathedral City, CA
Nedra Peterson, Fairfield, CA
Tom & Amanda Pyle, Medford
Perry Priuce & Dori Appel, Ashland
Michael Roberts, Vancouver, WA
Thomas Rogers, Keizer
Betty Root, Medford
Phoebe Seidman, Ballston Lake, NY
Don Simpson, Lakewood, WA
Phyllis Skinner & Dr. William Matthews,
Medford
Sandra Slattery, Ashland
A. Norton & Phyllis Smith, Medford
Edward & Sharon Snyder, Jacksonville
Bob Stevens, Jacksonville
Ethel Veach, Medford
Claude Ward, Ashland
Dr. John & Elizabeth Watson, Medford
John Welch, Medford
John & Barbara White, Central Point
Dwight Wilson &
Nancy Browne-Wilson, Medford
Daniel Woodhead Ill, San Francisco, CA
Aaron Worthington, Central Point

Gift Membership Donors
Edmund Dews, Ashland

Lara & Marc Duran, Ashland

John Enders, Ashland

James Farmer, Ashland

R.A. & Mrs. Herndobler, Medford
Terrie Jensen, Ashland

William & Jean Seibert, Medford

Jerry & Carolyn Trottmann, Jacksonville

In-Kind Donors
Adroit Construction, Ashland
Allan Cartography, Medford
Benson Lanford, Ashland
Burmesisters Floors and

Wall Coverings, Medford
LC Antiques, Medford
Medford Fabrication, Medford
Medford Chapter, American Sewing Guild
Tim and Tina Reuswaat, Medford
David Stuart, Medford
University of Oregon Press, Eugene
Jeanena White-Wilson, Jacksonville

Grants and Sponsorships
Judi Drais, Medford

Horizon Air, Seattle, WA

SOHS Board of Trustees, Medford
Umpqua Bank, Portland

SOHS Endowment Fund
Fitz & Ann Brewer, Medford

Helen Daun, Medford

Horton Family Foundation, Medford
Alice & Larry Mullaly, Central Point

The Collections

Thank you to the following peaple who
contributed to the SOHS collection over the
past three months:

Suzanne Krieg, Ashland

Brad Morris, Dallas

Reuel Myers, Medford

Thomas Newcomb, Medford

Gloria Pittock, Fugene

Joli Sandoz, Olympia, WA

Tom Wright, Portland
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Membership Benefits

Memberships last one year. All members

receive the following benefits:

- Free admission to SOHS museums
and sites.

- Subscription to Southern Oregon
Heritage Today quarterly magazine.

- Subscription to Monthly Calendar
and historic photograph suitable for
framing.

- 10% discount at the History Store in
Jacksonville.

- Discounted admission card to 22
Pacific Northwest children’s
museums.

- Reciprocal benefits through “Time
Travelers,” a network of more than
150 historical societies and museums
around the country.

- Discounts on workshops, programs
and special events.

- Invitations to exhibit previews and
members-only events.

- Ability to vote for Board of Trustees.

- The satisfaction of supporting your
historical society.

Membership Categories:
Individual $35

Family  $50

Patron  $100

Curator  $200

Includes all basic benefits plus
recognition in Annual Report and

Southern Oregon Heritage Today.

Director $500

Includes all of the above benefits plus
unlimited guest privileges.
Historian’s Circle $1,000
Includes all of the above benefits plus
invitations to exclusive Historian’s Circle

events, and private tours with Executive

Director and exhibit curators.

lifetime $2,500
Includes all of the above benefits.

Business $250

Includes subscriptions, recognition in
Annual Report and Southern Oregon
Heritage Today and 10% discount for
all employees on memberships,
admissions and History Store
purchases.
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Member Profile

FOR MORE THAN TEN YEARS, John and Kathy Loram drove
past a rundown farmhouse three miles below their home on
Old Highway 99 south of Ashland, unaware of the historic
significance of the dilapidated building. But when a for-sale
sign appeared in the front yard, John, out of curiosity, decid-
ed to go inside.

Hidden beneath peeling aluminum siding, dropped ceilings
and shag carpet was what proved to be the oldest surviv-

ing structure in Southern Oregon. Originally known as the
“Mountain House,” the two-story building had been complet-
ed in 1852, then served for decades as a way station, providing
meals and lodging to travelers crossing the Siskiyou Summit
by foot, horseback, wagon train, and stagecoach.

John’s impulsive interest sparked what became an extensive
restoration project. He and Kathy wound up purchasing the
property with the intent of returning it to its original condi-
tion and use - as a travelers’ accommodation.

Preservation consultant George Kramer and historian Kay
Atwood carried out a research/detection effort that revealed
the full history of the property and helped get it listed on the
National Registry of Historic Places. And local craftsmen
worked for two and a half years to meticulously restore the
Mountain House to close to its original appearance.

SOHS librarians provided photographs by Peter Britt that
documented the early look of the house and enabled the
Lorams to recreate many of its details. “We couldn’t have done
it without the help of SOHS,” John says. “It was wonderful

to have the Society available as a resource. The information
that SOHS provided was key to recovering the history of the
Mountain House and the pioneering families who built it.”
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Kathy, a former graduate student in American History, says,
“SOHS has really become the guardian of the collective mem-
ory for this area. I think that’s especially important given

the influx of new residents to the Rogue Valley. For example,
we’re not natives of Southern Oregon. But with the help of
SOHS - its archives and exhibits and publications and pro-
grams - we’ve been able to make a powerful connection with
the history of this area, which has truly enriched our sense of
being at home here.”

You can find out more about the Ashland Mountain House
B&B at www.ashlandmountainhouse.com. For more about
SOHS, go to www.sohs.org.

What inspires you to support SOHS? Please let us know your
story by calling Richard at 541-773-6536 ext. 226, or e-mail-
ing development@sohs.org.

(Top) John and Kathy Loram (and friend) on the front porch of the
Mountain House in 2006. (Above) A Peter Britt photograph of the
Mountain House, ca 1880. SOHS Photo #3646



2006

February 17 — October 29
11 plays in rotating repertory

ELIZABETHAN STAGE /
ALLEN PAvILION
THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR
William Shakespeare
CYRANO DE BERGERAC
Edmond Rostand
THE TwO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA
William Shakespeare

ANGUS BOWMER THEATRE

THE WINTER’s TALE
William Shakespeare

THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK
Frances Goodrich and
Albert Hackett

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
Oscar Wilde

INTIMATE APPAREL
Lynn Nottage

DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE
David Edgar

NEw THEATRE
uUp
Bridget Carpenter
Bus Stop
William Inge
KING JOHN
William Shakespeare

|

CALL OR ClLICK

ONLINE TICKETS
& VIsITORS’ GUIDE

www.osfashland.org

(541) 482-4331
Clockowte o top ight NLITHIA

The Importance of Being Earnest (2006): Kevin Kenerly. A erica’s (ir e Truck Siore
The Diary of Anne Frank (2006): Laura Morache. In Partnership with Lithia CEO's Foundation,
The Winter's Tale (2006): Greta Oglesby. The Sid and Karen DeBoer Foundation

The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus (2005): ensemble. SEASON SPONSOR
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Daffodils at Hanley Farm, Spring 2006.

SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MISSION:

To make history come alive by collecting, preserving, and
sharing the stories and artifacts of our common heritage.
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