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Dear SOHS members and friends:
This issue of Southern Oregon Heritage Today is unique, in that it
deals exclusively with the issue of race in Southern Oregon, a sometimes controversial and heated topic, and one that has frequently
been downplayed as we examine the history of our region. And
that's exactly why we wanted to take it on.
From the mistreatment of Native Americans by immigrant white
settlers to the relocation of Japanese residents to camps just across
the California border, from the use (and abuse) of illegal Mexican
laborers in the Rogue Valley's orchards to the racism displayed
toward Chinese miners and laborers in Jacksonville, from the intolerance shown Mrican Americans in 21st century Medford, Ashland
or Eagle Point to the slavery and warfare between Indian tribes
during the pre-contact era, the fabric of Southern Oregon society
has often been torn, tattered, and tested by intolerance, racism,
ignorance, and hate.
It is the Southern Oregon Historical Society's obligation to tell
these stories, even if some people may not wish to hear or read
about them. We do so here not with any intention to divide or
demonize, rather to help our readers understand that we are all part
of a greater whole, a common heritage, and that one does not heal
and grow by denying an often conflict-ridden, complicated past.
Library &
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Most are stories from the past; some are more present-day. I especially want to thank D.L Richardson for telling his story of what
it's like for an African-American man to arrive to a new posting in
Southern Oregon. It's an important story, told with sensitivity,
compassion, and great patience.
On another topic, our 2005 Membership Campaign continues
during the first part of July. I urge all members and friends of the
Society to help us meet our goal of 500 new members. Ask a friend,
a coworker, a colleague if they, too, will support our worthy goal of
collecting, promoting, and sharing the stories and artifacts of our
common heritage.

~b~
JohnEnders
Executive Director
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A WHITE MAN'S COUNTRY.
IN MEMORY OF DAVID RISHELL '

A.CKSON COUNTY can be justly termed a white man's
county. Of the 25,756 persons enumerated by the
census last May, all hut 173 were white. There were all
told 25,583 whites, 56 negroes, 5 Indians, 84 Chinese and
28 Japanese.
Racially speaking, Oregon is a white state. Of the
672,765 persons counted, 655,610 were whites. Negroes
numbered 1526, Indians 5001, Chinese 7317, Japs 3286,
Hawaiians 18, Filipinos 4 and Koreans 3.
A.n overwhelming majority of Oregon whites are American born. The percentage of illiteracy is very small.
Oregon ranks high in the list of real American states. and
its political independence and political progressiveness are
probably due to this fact.
The bold, enterprising and adventurous have ever led
the human race in its westward march. The daring spirit.
of the pathfinder has created in Oregon a state untrammeled by traditions and unfettered by caste or cnstom. a
community self dependent and self reliant, unafraid to
attempt experiments or to work out its destiny along orig inal lines, to the end that democracy be freed from its
taints, the ills of the body politic be cared for, and a government of, by and for the people be established.
Hence Oregon leads the states and is politically, as well
as racially, a white man's conntry.
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SOME OF THE BEST CITIZENS:
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MIGRANTS IN SOUTHERN OREGON

Census Figures 1900 & 2000
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CENSUS 1900
--OREGON--

TOTAL
•
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BLACK
0.1 %

672,765

NATIVE
AMERICAN
1%

by D.L. Richardson • 14
MOUNTAIN OF MYSTERY

by JarZ-Wright • 15

White
655,610
Black
1,526
Hispanic
n/a
Asian
10,603
Native American 5,001
Pacific Islander
25

WHITE
97%

We chose a county to state comparison because in 1900. in Jackson County, all minorities together added up to less than 0%.

CENSUS 2000
JACKSON COUNTY

TOTAL

WHITE
92 %

by John Enders • 1 2

181,269
White
166,125
724
• Black
12,126
• Hispanic
. Asian
1,631
~ Native American
1,960
322
• Pacific Islander

In Memory of rIJavid rJ{jshell
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AVID RISHELL OF JACKSONVILLE, WHO PORTRAYED MR. BEEKMAN
for SOHS, died on May 22,2005. David was a part of the Southern Oregon
Historical Society family. For thirteen years, he portrayed the character of Cornelius
Beekman at Historical Society events and sites - mostly in Jacksonville, but also at Hanley
Farm and at the History Center in Medford.

D

When David first applied for the job, he was told to come back once he'd grown a
beard. Mter he did so, he immersed himself in the life and work of Mr. Beekman.
He became Mr. Beelanan. And in a larger sense, he became lVlr. Jacksonville.
David was a profoundly dignified gentleman whose poise, quick wit, and manners
illuminated the life of Cornelius Beekman and took us back in time to life in
Jacksonville in 1911. Sincerity of character, motive, and action were some of the
fine qualities he shared with the real c.c. Beekman.

,

He was always ready with a hug, words of praise and encouragement, and often, a joke.
He affected many of us in a deeply personal way and became a cherished friend and confidante
to some.
David will be deeply missed by the many staff and volunteers who worked with him as "Beek"
through the years. t
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A Creek Runs Through It:
Jackson Creek Past and Present
The SOHS Annual Members Meeting was held Sunday, June 5,
at Han ley Farm. It was a rousi ng success with over 150 members
and guests in atteflda-nce. Bluegrass muls ic filled,r the air, courtesy
of the Gold River Band, and the Uutba·c K Steakhouse b f Medford
provided a delicious steak and chicken -barbecue with all the fixings. The guest speaker for th~ ~v'e'Rjng w.~s" C Qar! ie- l3oyer, president of the Southern
reg()) nl" DrafL and 'rlarn ess AssQciation, who
discussed plans for Jhe"' rest0tation of Jackson Creek. Though the
,>
Yil {-,
weather thr,eate!ll:.e d.;tOJ-.- put a damper on the evening, the clouds
~o.r.-,
passed ~t6-e--: w"ind's"di~'d~tJ own, and all had a grand time. If you
couldn1t make it this year, we hope youlll make plans~ to join us
in 2006.

o

exhibits

Now

AT THE JACKSONVILLE MUSEUM
5TH & C STREETS, JACKSONVILLE

PETER BRITT
THE

MAN BEYOND THE CAMERA

MUSEUM HOURS:

The Jacksonville and Children's Museum hours are
Wednesday through Sunday,1 Oam to 5pm.
Admission is free Wednesdays from 2pm to 5pm.
Summer 2005 SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY
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"This is a white,

Intolerance in Southern Oregon

By James J. Phillips, Ph.D.

N

man's country, and they

OMMON ASSUMPTION ABOUT

are going to run it." 1

Southern Oregon is that the area's
acial homogeneity and intolerance dissuaded "minorities" from coming
here-"a tough spot with a nice climate,"
as a local newspaper article said in 1945.
But the real history of Southern Oregon
is one of diversity. Long before others
arrived, Native Americans were already a
population of different peoples and
tribes.

By the nineteenth century, other
groups were converging on Southern
Oregon from all directions. From the
north came British, French Canadian,
and Russian explorers, fur trappers, and
traders. From the south came Mexican
explorers, mule-packers, and cowboys
(vaqueros)3. Farmers, peasants, ranchers,
traders, shepherds, gold miners, and missionaries came from the eastern United
States, as well as from Ireland, Scotland,
Germany, Italy, Greece, the Basque country, and elsewhere in Europe. From across
the Pacific came Chinese peasants,
Japanese farmers, and Hawaiian seamen
and carpenters. 4

6

--Ku Klux Klan speaker Charles Mathis,
Myrtle Creek, 1924

Klu Klux Klan parade marching through Ashland, circa 1925.
tion here dictates these savages be killed
off as soon as possible."5

Gold, land, and railroad building
brought many of them. Some came as the
slaves or indentured servants of others. Still others wanted to leave behind
slavery or the "slave question" in the eastern
United States. The interactions of all of
these diverse peoples were not always
peaceful or harmonious. Although they
shared some common traits, they also
had many differences.

Local whites formed volunteer militias
for "self-preservation," but also because
making war on Indians was rewarding. "A
good crop pays well, but a lively [military]
campaign is vastly more lucrative," wrote
a militia volunteer.6 Intolerance was the
product of insecurity, envy, greed, opportunism, ignorance, and fear.

Intolerance was one reaction to the
tensions of a society where very different
groups struggled with fundamental questions of land, community, survival, and
future. Early interactions between white
setders and Native Americans illustrate
this. White greed aroused Indian anger.
Indian anger, resentment, and acts of
desperation fueled white fears. Fear served
to justify the taking of Indian lands.
Charles Pickett, the federal government's
first Indian affairs agent in the Oregon
Territory, wrote in 1847: "Self-preserva-

Most people do not like to see themselves as greedy, fearful, or intolerant.
They need beliefs and assumptions that
justify their actions. Settlers assumed that
Native Americans were backward and
unable to use the land properly. Instead
of productive farming, the Indians only
gathered roots and hunted animals. In
various forms, this misperception has
been used to justify attempts to expel
Native Americans from ancestral lands,
confine them to reservations, then turn
their reservation lands into federally
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managed forests, and dig into archaeological sites that happen to be in the way
of urban development. Reacting to this
assumption of white cultural and technological superiority over the Modocs, settler Samuel Clark wrote in the late 1800s:
Such as it was, it does seem as if
the Anglo-Saxon greed could have
spared [traditional Modoc territory]
and passed it by. We may take our
cattle there and pasture them, but
we cannot make the wilderness to
bud and blossom with our own
fields and gardens. All the thousand
things that were so useful to the
Modocs will be useless to us. The
birds and fishes, the roots, fruits
and berries that gave them subsistence will be lost to all the human
family for there will be no more
Modocs left to gather and use them.7
In fact, traditional Modoc culture used
at least ninety-five different varieties
of local plants. 8 Suppositions of white

7

cultural superiority in Southern Oregon
continued well into the twentieth century,
as in this assertion by a student of local
history in 1927:
The Indians have been benefited ...
They have been trained ... They have
learned ... When we consider the actual
history of these people, their contact
with the white race has been a blessing. 9
Despite such justifications, greed promoted fear. A particularly powerful fear
among local whites was that racial minorities would unite and wage bloody war
against European settlers. In 1849, Samuel
Thurston, who later became Oregon's first
congressman, warned, "If allowed to come
to Oregon, [blacks] will commingle with
our Indians, a mixed race will ensue, and
the result will be wars and bloodshed in
Oregon."IO He supported a bill to exclude
blacks from the Territory, and later sponsored legislation to ban blacks, Chinese,
and native Hawaiians from owning land in
Oregon. When Oregon became a state in
1859, these sentiments found legal expression again in the new state's constitution.
In this case, white people let themselves
believe that blacks were troublemakers
responsible for all the fuss over slavery in
the eastern United States; and that Native
American hostility was a product of black
agitation rather than white misdeedsaltogether, a breathtaking denial of
responsibility.
Local conditions provided contexts for
intolerance. Early mining towns like
Jacksonville usually had a more diverse
population than farming towns like
Ashland, and provided more opportunity
for different peoples to interact daily.
Women's suffrage leader Abigail Scott
Duniway's 1879 lecture tour of the Rogue
Valley illustrated the difference between the
communities. In Jacksonville, Duniway was
pelted with garbage and burned in effigy.
Men feared that the extension of women's
influence through voting would bring
restrictions on male freedoms, including
drinking, gambling, and prostitution.
People were also angry that Duniway, an
outsider, had intervened in a local divorce
case against a husband who was a prominent Jacksonville resident. ll
In contrast, Ashland and Phoenix gave
Duniway a polite hearing, and even offered
some support for the idea of women voting-thus showing how much more "civi-

PH~~Y C~R~~roN

lized" they were than the rowdy Jacksonville
residents. Ashland and Phoenix residents
tended to think ofJacksonvilie as disorderly
and full of vice, while they themselves were
orderly, Christian, reasonable, and respectful of women as the bearers of civilization.
Ironically, they may also have seen
Jacksonville's vice as partly a result of its
diverse population. That Jacksonville was
still the county seat despite the growth of
Ashland and Phoenix only added to this
local rivalry in which women's voting rights
became a pawn.
Real or imagined injuries of social class
fed intolerance of minorities. By the 1880s
in Southern Oregon, tensions were apparent between poor, hard working peoplefamily farmers and ranchers, loggers, miners, railroad workers, farm hands, and small
business owners-and the interests that
seemed to control their lives, especially railroad owners, bankers, lawyers, and some
owners of large businesses. Whites who felt
economic insecurity sometimes translated
their concerns into racial terms, and saw
people of color as the root of their problems. When farm income declined and railroad shipping costs increased, when banks
tightened credit or foreclosed on farm or
ranch mortgages, those who suffered were
often ready to direct their anger and resentment against those who were closer at hand
and more vulnerable. They were seen as
agents or pawns of the controlling interests.
Most often, they were racial or ethnic
minorities. 12
This pattern, too, has continued into
recent years. With the decline of Southern
Oregon's logging economy in the area in

the 1970s and 1980s, the number of white
supremacist organizations and hate crimes
increased. Organizations that monitor racial
intolerance reported that white supremacist
groups sought recruits especially among
laid-offloggers, lumber workers and their
families, and others displaced by the economic decline.13
Conflict between those with primarily
local interests and those with larger national and international interests has provided
another context for intolerance. In the late
1800s, business people with interests in
trade with China felt those interests jeopardized by the anti-Chinese sentiments and
actions of whites who feared the Chinese
would take jobs and overrun local culture. 14
The Chinese themselves were scapegoats in
an argument that involved local fears, larger
ambitions, and different ideas about local
and regional economic development. These
divergent interests fueled the conflict that
led to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.
In the early years of the twentieth century,
Japanese immigrants in Oregon found
themselves in a similar situation.
Libertarianism, populism, and nativismideas and movements that have found
expression in America's history-have also
shaped intolerance in Southern Oregon.
Libertarianism emphasized personal choice
and freedom from governmental intrusions
on personal liberty. Despite their sense of
seeking freedom and self-reliance, Southern
Oregon's early white settlers were aware of
their dependency on the federal government. They relied on the army to protect
them, and in later years much of the land
came under the control of federal agencies.
Summer 2005 SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY
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Local forms of libertarianism included suspicion of government. Libertarian views
defended the rights of minorities, unless
government seemed to be imposing those
rights on the local community. Then the
minority recipients of rights were as likely to
be blamed as the government itself. In 1870,
the Oregon Legislature rejected the
Fifteenth Amendment that guaranteed voting rights to blacks. Some said the amendment was a way for government to manipulate blacks to dilute the power of white voters. 15 In recent years, some anti-government
movements and "patriot militias" have taken
libertarian thought to the extreme of denying the validity of many constitutional
amendments and laws that guarantee and
protect the rights of minorities.
Populism represented a larger national
movement for social and political reform,
and asserted the rights of "ordinary people"
against a real or imagined power elite.
Populism could be a voice against corruption
and for justice for working class people. It
could also (and simultaneously) lend its
voice to intolerance. In the early 1920s, the
Ku Klux Klan became active in Southern
Oregon, portraying itself as a force against
political and moral corruption and bootlegging, and a champion of moral reformists
and poor rural whites. By 1922, Klansmen
and Klan-supported candidates had gained
control of the governor's office, seats in the
Legislature, and a variety oflocal offices in
Southern Oregon, including the mayor of
Medford. As part of its "reform" message,
the Klan condemned Catholics, Jews, and
immigrants as anti-democratic agents of corruption, bootlegging, and vice. 16
"Racism is the defense of white privilege,"
according to social scientist David
Wellman. I? In the 1980s and 1990s, white
supremacist groups in the region, such as
White Aryan Resistance, peddled a distorted populism that cast poor white workingclass men as victims whose rights suffered
from affirmative action to provide equal
opportunities for
minorities. This message appealed to a
sense of frustration over lost privilege or
entitlement.
Nativism voiced the fears of social and
cultural majorities that they might soon
become minorities. It promoted suspicion
and antagonism toward any group not
deemed "one hundred percent American,"
and it condemned some as unfit for
8
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"This area has never
had a minority problem
because there were
just not enough
of them to make
any difference."2
--longtime Medford
resident, 1979

American democracy. Nativism has resurfaced often in Southern Oregon, and the
targets have been many. 18 In the second half
of the nineteenth century, the Chinese were
the object of jokes and attacks. Their mining
claims could be stolen with impunity. They
were often residentially segregated in towns
like Jacksonville and Ashland. The state
constitution barred them from owning land,
voting, or testifYing in court. Local whites
debated whether the Chinese were fit to be
Americans. "The Chinese are not looked
upon as human beings, and have no rights
that a white man is bound to respect,"
according to a white miner in 1862. "Their
incomprehensible language, strange customs,
and heathen religion make them alien in
every sense," wrote another. In contrast, a
northern Californian wrote that, "the China
boys will yet vote at the same polls, study at
the same schools, and worship at the same
altar as our own countrymen."19
In 1860, Jackson and Josephine counties
began taxing Chinese businesses and mining
claims, and stopped trying to enforce laws
against Chinese owning property. The next
year the two counties collected more than
ten thousand dollars in taxes and fees from
Chinese businesses and property -a case of
economic interest blunting the sharper edges
of intolerance. Despite this, Jacksonville's
Oregon Sentinel claimed in 1866 that the
Chinese, "add nothing to the permanent
wealth of the country."
Catholics were another target of nativism.
Many of the first Catholics in Oregon were
French Canadians, regarded as sympathetic
to British Canada's claims over Oregon
Territory. Later, Catholics were seen as
servile agents of the Pope who wanted to
control the government. In the 1880s, the
American Protective Association condemned
the area's Catholics as drunkards and papal

agents of subversion-"rum, Romanism, and
rebellion."20 In the 1920s the Ku Klux Klan
made the area's Catholics a special target.
Rumors and sensationalist accusations fed
the fear. An article in the Klamath Falls
Herald on December 5,1923, claimed:
The birth of every male child in
a Catholic family is celebrated by
burying a gun and ammunition
beneath the church, in preparation
for the day when the government
is to be over thrown on behalf of
the Pope. 21
"The cardinal purpose of the Klan is to
keep America free from domination by the
pope of Rome. Mexico is a country under
the domination of the Catholic Churchit is a country of illiterates," claimed
Reverend V. E. Allison in Marshfield (Coos
Bay) in 1923.The Klan charged that
Catholic schools spread anti-democratic
ideas, ignorance, and illiteracy. "I warn the
Catholic Church now, keep your dirty hands
off the public schools," declared Dr. J. R.
Johnson of Portland in 1922.22 That was the
year the Compulsory Public School initiative
was passed into law by Oregon voterseffectively shutting down religious and private school systems, the largest of which was
Catholic. Ironically, opposition to the initiative united various Christian and Jewish religious groups, lawyers, most of the black
community, and others who urged voters to
"do away with religious prejudice and make
Oregon a decent place in which to live."23
(Oregon Defense League publication, 1922).
In 1925, theUnited States Supreme Court
decided that the new law violated religious
freedom and parental rights .
During the Oregon governor's race in
1922, Governor Ben Olcott declared that
there was no Catholic or Jewish menace in
Oregon, and that "some of the best citizens,
and the most far-seeing and forward-looking
citizens of the state are Catholics and
Jews".24 Olcott lost his bid for re-election to
a Klan-supported candidate. The Oregon
Voter of December 30, 1922, concluded
that, "bitter prejudice against the Catholics,
based on their supposed domination in
political affairs, was the motive for the tens
of thousands who defeated Olcott."
Japanese orchard, hotel, and restaurant
owners and workers in Jackson County, were
also targets of nativism and other forms of
intolerance. In the decades before World
War II, their very success as entrepreneurs

and farmers-models of American hard
work and capitalism-made others envious of their success and fearful that they
might take over the economic and culturallife of the region. In the 1920s and
1930s, state measures and local ordinances supported by white farmers and
others tried to limit the rights ofJapanese
to own farms if they were not citizens,
while Federal law forbade citizenship to
first-generation Japanese. These were
opposed by people with larger interests in
maintaining good relations with Japan. 25
Bigotry often targeted several groups at
once. A 1915 tourism flier published by
the Ashland Commercial Club boasted
that the town had "no blacks or Japanese."
Intolerance often provided stunning
examples of irony and contradiction.
Early in World War II, an American
Legion commander's speech was reported
in the Mail Tribune under the headline,
"Japs May Cause Problem Similar to
Negro Growth." At that moment a contingent of black soldiers was in training at
Camp White, and both Japanese and
Mrican-Americans were fighting fascism
in U.S. military units overseas. Mter
Pearl Harbor, Japanese-American workers
at the Holland Hotel in Medford had
been among the first in the area to volunteer for military service. 26 Meanwhile
some local farmers' associations advocated
taking over the farms of their Japanese
neighbors so that white American farmers
could "run them efficiently."
Today, some of the same forces that
shaped past intolerance are still at work.
Our history shows that the more sensational and visible acts of intolerance occur
especially when community attitudes and
practices seem to condone them. Knowing
this, many Southern Oregonians have
dealt quickly and decisively with instances
of intolerance, and worked to promote a
more generally tolerant and accepting
community. i

James] Phillips, Ph.D., teaches cultural
anthropology at Southern Oregon University
and is the author of A Short History of
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1990); Southern Oregon Historical Society,
unpublished transcript of interview with Alice
Crow, January, 1980; see also Linda Tamura,
The Hood River Issei: An Oral History of
Japanese Settlers in Oregon's Hood River Valley
(Chicago: University ofIllinois Press, 1993).

Tolerance in the State of Jefferson.
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(OMUNODAD leN TRANSSO(OON:
Mexican Migrants in Southern Oregon
By John Enders
The following article is excerpted from
the 1994 issue of "Oregon Heritage"
magazine, and it remains relevant.
According to the 1990 Census,
Oregon's Hispanic and Latino population was then estimated at Just over
112,000. In the 2000 Census, that
number more than doubled to over
275,000, accounting for 8 percent of
the total statewide population. In
2000, Josephine County's Hispanic
and Latino population was 4.3 percent
of the total, Jackson County's was 6.7
percent, and Klamath County was 7.8
percent. The Census estimates that 12
percent of the U.S. resident population
in 2000 was Hispanic, equivalent to 31
million. That number is projected to
nearly triple by 2050 to 92 million, or
24 percent of the total population.
(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000
Census Demographic Profile Highlights,
http://factfinder.census.gov)

~EN DAVID SOLORlO CAME TO THE R OGUE VALLEY

W

in 1970 from Laguna de Chapala in Mexico's Jalisco
state, he came to pick pears, illegally, without papers.
He was an oudaw in the eyes of the United States and a "wetback" to many Americans. Today, Solorio owns a business, pays
his taxes, and with his wife, raises two children to be good, lawabiding Americanos. "When I arrived," Solorio explains, "there
wasn't hardly anybody. You'd go to Safeway and see someone
[Hispanic] and then you'd look up and they'd be gone."
Migrant pear picker near Talent, circa 1965.

SOHS #19258

Today, they are never gone. In Southern Oregon's Rogue Valley, there is still a lot of work for Mexican migrant workers, legal and
illegal, and the hardest work is still picking pears--and learning English. However, "success stories" like Solorio's are repeated again
and again, in Oregon and throughout the United States. The world of the migrant worker is changing in remarkable ways, and as
the Hispanic population continues to grow, the Rogue Valley's culture and economy are changing just as dramatically. Mexican
migrants are setding in, becoming members of the community, no longer invisible, docile or uncomplaining. And without realizing
it, they are helping to change the society they have joined.
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HE HISTORY OF THE ROGUE VALLEY-like
that of the United States-is a history of migrants, of
migration, of immigration. Migrant workers have
labored in the Southern Oregon orchards since the 1930s. Only
in recent decades, since World War II, have migrant laborers
predominantly been Mexican. Since then, "migrant" has
become almost synonymous with "Mexican," and in the Rogue
Valley, and neighboring Klamath and Josephine counties, that
has typically meant someone working the pear or peach
orchards or the hop fields.
In America, fruit orchard cultivation during the first decades
of this century was mainly done by the families who owned and
operated the fields or by local men hired to prune, pick, or do
odd jobs. During the summer's picking and packing rush, local
boys and women would fill in. In the West, however--especially
during the late 1930s--a huge, mobile labor force made up of
"fruit tramps" moved with the crops, up and down the coast
and across the land. These "migrant workers" lived along creek
beds and in squatter shacks and labored each year to end their
annual migration in California's lush olive and orange groves or
in Florida's citrus fields.

Today, Mejicanos do more than just pick pears: they work in
the vineyards and mills; they tend and plant seedlings for the
U.S. Forest Service and wash dishes in downtown restaurants;
they work in auto shops and beauty salons and on horse ranches; and they sell real estate. Many are opening their own businesses or sending their children off to college. Viewed a halfcentury ago as a temporary work force during the war, Mexican
immigrants are now a permanent feature of the Rogue Valley
work force, as well as the Southern Oregon economy. •

John Enders is the Executive Director if the Southern Oregon Historical Society

Hob Deuel, Jr., owner of Del Rio Orchards in Gold Hill,
Oregon, remembers those times for the migrants: "Front Street
[in Medford] at that time was nothing but a series of pool halls
and beer joints. At four in the morning, the orchard foreman
would drive his truck up ... He'd look for people who weren't
awake yet and grab them for a day's work." Many migrant fruit
workers moved as families, with wives and teenage children
working in the fields alongside their husbands and parents.
Then came World War II, and with it massive labor shortages. Men went to war and women went to work. During those
years, Rogue Valley orchardists often used prison camp labor,
mostly Italian and German prisoners of war who were held at
Camp White. However, the labor force during the war still
remained scanty, and American growers promoted Public Law
78. The law created the bracero (guest worker) program, established by the United States with the cooperation of the
Mexican government. From the mid-1940s until its termination
in 1961, the program brought tens of thousands of workers
from Mexican villages to work in American agriculture and
other labor-intensive sectors. Throughout the 1940s and 1950s,
the program was a boon for area growers, who were guaranteed
all the laborers they rieeded. Initially, Southern Oregon braceros
were housed at a federally sponsored camp near Roxy Ann Peak
and bused to local orchards. Conditions for the workers--confined to the camp--were often deplorable. "They were like prisoners," says Claudino Padilla, a Medford Hispanic leader.
Mexican migrants in Medford, Talent, Gold Hill, and other
parts of the Rogue Valley were once an invisible group, forced
underground for jobs badly in need of filling by area employers.
During the 1970s and 1980s--at the height of illegal immigration-this seldom recognized segment of the local population
worked the fields by day, and for the most part disappeared at
night. Few ventured out to social gatherings or restaurants of
parks. Fewer still took part in public discourse or local governance.

David Solorio's video store, still in business today in Medford.
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by D.L. Richardson

W

EN PEOPLE FROM SOUTHERN OREGON
find out that I am from Alabama, they always tend to
come to the same conclusion. "You're from Alabama?
Wow, coming here must really be a culture shock." Invariably
there are two follow-up questions as well. One, "How do you
handle being one of only a few Mrican Americans in the
Valley?" Two, "How are you as a minority treated in Southern
Oregon?"

Four years ago I came to interview for the position of
Journalism professor at Southern Oregon University (SOU). It
was my first visit to the West Coast and I was extremely excited
to corne and experience a different culture. The only thing I
knew about the Rogue Valley to that point was what I researched
on the Internet. The sites I found were not exactly forthcoming
in what I deemed at first as a lack of diversity. I remember asking one SOU professor how many Mrican American professors
there were at SOU and he said, "If you join us we will have
one." Well, I laughed at what I thought was a
joke. Five months later when I walked into my
first faculty meeting,
I realized he wasn't joking.

myself at night to see how people who were not trying to get me
here reacted. I walked through downtown Ashland, I cruised
over to the Rogue Valley Mall, I visited a couple of golf courses,
and I talked to people. I remember that I met some wonderful,
caring people. People who obviously knew I was different from
them but who tried to search for how I was similar to them as
well. I'm in agreement with many who say that instead of just
"Celebrating our Diversity," and focusing on our differences, we
need to find ways to celebrate how alike we are. It is those "likes"
that bring us closer.
While I was weighing all these things in my mind, one day
I received an email from SOD's Black Student Union (BSU) .
They asked that I seriously consider taking the position. The
email listed every member of the BSU and it reminded me why
I got into teaching in the first place--the students. I accepted
the position that day.

"How do you
handle
being one of
only a few
African
Americans
in the Valley?"

Deciding to come to SOU was difficult for
me for several reasons. I did notice that I didn't
see many Mrican Americans during the four
days I was in Southern Oregon for the interview. I was actually here during Easter Sunday
and so I asked the Chair of the Communication Department to find a church I could visit
for Sunday service. I naively asked her to find
one close to my National Baptist roots. She called one church,
mentioned my race, and they told her they thought I would be
comfortable there. In the South, if a church has to think about
whether or not a person would be welcome, they usually are not.
I was taking these things into account as I was making my decision and had to fight some of my own preconceived notions.

I grew up in Selma, Alabama, the home of the 1965 Voting
Rights Act. My grandmother would make me go watch the Ku
Klux Klan rallies and marches though the streets of downtown
so that I could "see just how stupid hate looks." She would say to
me, "Make sure you show your face proudly to the cowards that
hide theirs." I experienced racism, hatred, and bigotry all my life
and I had to decide if I wanted to travel 2,700 miles just to experience the same things I had gone through early in my life.
When you experience such negativity in your life and you see
glimpses of it in other places, sometimes you are quick to overlook the positives that are right in front of you as well.
In thinking about the position, I remembered how kind the
people at SOU were to me. I thought to myself that this would
be a great group of people to be around not just in an academic
environment but socially as well. Usually, people who are interviewing you are nice anyway so I thought I would take off by
14
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The editors of this magazine asked me to
share my thoughts and experiences as an Mrican
American in Southern Oregon. I needed to tell
you that brief history in order to tell you the following. Understand that I have run into my share
of racists in the Valley. Southern Oregon is like
everywhere else in the nation in the sense that
there are plenty of bigots within our community.
There are those here who do not like me for no
other reason than the fact I'm Mrican American.
There are people who feel races should not live
or even work together. Narrow-minded people
have always been here and they always will be around. The
important thing to remember is that they are the minority and
we must keep it that way. We must continue to grow as a Valley.
Yes, race is easy to see when you look at a person. However, we
must look past just seeing color or sexual orientation and see our
Southern Oregon neighbor.

I'm proud to be an Mrican American in Southern Oregon.
I'm proud to have friends here who are Hispanic, Native
American, Asian, Gay and Lesbian, Caucasian, and so forth.
But the thing that makes me most proud is the fact that I have
friends who are just ordinary people with the same day-to-day
concerns, hopes, and dreams I have. Groups like the Ashland
Cultural Diversity Council and the Medford Multicultural
Council show that Southern Oregon is concerned about
making life great for all the residents of the Valley.
Living in the Southern Oregon can be rough at times. At
times it can be magnificent. When I look at the colleagues I
work with, the friends I have made, the experiences I have
had, and the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead, I
can say proudly there's nowhere I would rather be than
Southern Oregon. j
DL R ichardson, Ph. D., is an assistant pl-0f0ssor ifJ ournalism at Southern Oregon
University and is Faculty-in-R esidence for the SOU M ulticultural Executive Council
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I only knew his name was Ben, that he was black
and
that he lived for a while in Uniontown on the
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Applegate, ~orked as a blacksmith and did some
prospecting. l,:"ent to the Jackson County , , "",
~~_ Courthouse looking at land and mining records and
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Benjamin Johnson, a blacksmith fr~rAC'Alal:Jam~ in;Albany,
~ -,~'>,,~
Linn County, in both idl'l1870s and 18806 ,~ensuses listed r"iil l
>'
with Amanda Johnson, his wife.
/~
"'--,(

.'-') /I
\ ' q '.c. :

, 1';'- -ttl'.
_ ~ v \~/"--._ )// ~;:-,.

,.o ,.\\ c\'~

__

' :;\,< , - - - - i

th~i~~Je

It seems obvious what his neigllbors called him, but
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~
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<
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WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY
WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION
Presidio of San Francisco, California
April 28, 1942

INSTRUCTIONS
TO ALL PERSONS OF

JAPANESE
ANCESTRY

Living in the Following Area:
All oC that portion of the Count )' oC l\Iultnomah. Sutl:! of Orqon. bounded on the north by the Orecon\Vashinllon State lin~, bounded on the tad by 122nrl A"tnue, and 122nd Annul! exlended . outha-I, to
the :'IiuHnomllh·(,hu'knma.s County line. ooundcd on the sout h by tlu.' )lultllomah·CI;I('kamu County line.
and hllunill!d 0 11 the W(· ,; t by ll\(' Willamettc Rh'cr.

Pursuant to the provisions of Civilian Exclusion Order No. 26, thi:;. Headquarters, dated April 28, 1942, all perSOliS of Japanese anccstry, both alien and non-alien, will be C\'.iH-'u:.llcd frolll the above area by 12 o'clock nOOD,
P. W. T., Tuesday, May 5, 1942No Japanese person living in the above area will be permitted to change residence after 12 o'clock noon, P. W. T.,
Tuesday, April 28, 1942, without obtaining special pennission from the representative of the Commanding Gen·
eral, Northwestern Sector, at tbe Civil Control Station located at:
The Navy Post,
American Legion Hall,
128 Nortbeast Russell Street,
Portland, Oregon.
Such permits will only he granted for the purpose of uniting members of a family, or in ca6CII of grave emergency.
The Civil Control Station is equipped to a..ist the Japanese population a1Iected by this evacuation in the fol·
lowing ways:
1. Give advice and in&tnlctions on the evacuation.
2. Provide services with respect to the management, leasing, sale, storage or otber disposition of most kinds
of property, sucb as real estate, busin... and profC66ional equipment, hOll6Chold goods, boats, automobiles and
livestock.
3. Provide temporary residence elsewhere for all Japanese in family groups.
4. Transport persons and a limited amount of clotbing and equipment to their new residence.

The Following Instructions Must Be Observed :
I. A responsible menlber of each family, preferably the heud of the family, or the person in whose name most of
the property is held, and eacl. individual living alone, will report to the Civil Control Station to receive further
instruction .. This must be done hetween 8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M. on Wednesday, April 29, 1942, or between 8:00
A. ~1. and 5:00 P. M. on Thursday, April 30, 1942.
2. Evacuees must carry witb tl.em on departure for the Assembly Center, the following property:
(a) Bedding and linens (no mattress) for each member of tl.e family;
(b) Toilet articles for each member of the family;
(c) Extra clotbing for each member of tbe family;
(d) Sufficient lrnives, forks, spoons, plates, howls and cups for each member of the family;
(c) E...,nti.1 personal effeet. for each m omber of the family.
All items carried will be securely packaged, tied and plainly marked with the name of the owner and numbered
in accordance with instructions obtained at the Civil Control Station. The size and number of packages is lim·
ited to that wbich can be earried by the individual or family group.
3. No pets of any kind will be permitted.
4. No personal items and no household goods will he shipped to the Assembly Center.
5. The United States Government through its .gencies will provide for tbe storage at the 60Ie risk of the owncr
of the more substantial bOll6Chold itelll8, such as icehoxes, washing machines, pianos and other beavy furniture.
Cooking utensils and other small items will be accepted for storage if crated, packed and plainly marked with the
name and address of the owner. Only one name and address will be used by a given family.
6. Each family, and individual Ih'ing alone, will he furnished transportation to the Asscmbly Center or will he
authorized to travel by private automobile in a supervised group. All instructions pertaining to the movement will
be ohtained at the Civil Control Station.

of 8:00 A. II. aIICI s:oo P. IL,
WochIoscIay, April 29, 1942, or between the houn of 8:00 A. II. .nd SlOO P. IL,
Thursda,., April 30, 1942, 10 receive further Indnlctlon..

Go to the CIvil Control Stotion betw_ the ....n

J. L DeWITT
Sir CIYILIAN EXCLUSION 0.011 NO. 26.

Lieutenant General, U. S. AnDy
Commanding

Posters like this one from Portland, Oregon, 'also appeared in Medford and in communites large and
small throughout the country.
SOHS #2005.1.6
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A

QUESTlON OF LOYALTY

By Jennifer Brennock Buckner

N

OT MUCH REMAINS TODAY ON THE WINDSWEPT
landscape that once housed the Tule Lake Segregation
Center. Most of the buildings have since been removed
and turned into outbuildings by area residents. A wooden sign
with carved yellow letters simply states the painfully obvious:
"Government Property."
The Center once covered more than 26,000 acres of a dry
lakebed near what is now California's Lava Beds National
Monument, located just south of the Oregon border. Between
1942 and 1946 it housed nearly 19,000 detainees, most of whom
were American citizens of Japanese descent.!
In Southern Oregon, conflicting attitudes towards the region's
Japanese residents well preceded World War II.
An early sign of cultural appreciation came in 1888 as the
Ashland Tidings announced a marriage ceremony to be performed and welcomed all to "the opportunity to witness a
Japanese wedding."2 An 1893 Tidings article, however, reported
how after six Japanese men were hired to replace a group of white
railroad workers, the section house in which the Japanese were
living burnt to the ground. 3
By the mid 1920s a few Japanese businesses flourished in
Medford including several restaurants, a couple of dry cleaners, a
boarding house, and an art supply store. There was also a school
with twelve Japanese students who learned etiquette, the Japanese
alphabet, and the "Star Spangled Banner" both in English and
Japanese.'
George Takahira opened Medford's Jewell Cafe on Front
Street in 1926. In a handwritten letter to the Southern Oregon
Historical Society, his daughter Judy recalled, "My sister and I
were born and the depression hit-money was in short supply.
But to my father's credit, he never turned a hungry person away.
He would wave the person off and say, 'When you have it' or
'When you come again you can pay.'" 5
George also brought food to the county jail in neighboring
Jacksonville, which at that time was located where the
Jacksonville Children's Museum is today. "Sometimes I would go
with him and the policemen would play games with me while I
was waiting for my father," Judy recalled. 6
Just three months before the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941,
the obituary for another Southern Oregon Japanese resident,
Masuzo "Maru" Maruyama, manager of the Rogue Valley
University Club, expressed sadness at his passing. It referred to
him as a man of "fine character" and it declared that there was
"no more loyal citizen or devoted Medford booster than Maru,
who was always ready to do his part when any civic service was
called for." 7
As the war in Europe intensified, President Franklin Roosevelt
established the WRA, War Relocation Authority, to identify people ofItalian, German, and Japanese ancestry. Both the Supreme
Court and Congress backed his executive order. When Pearl
Harbor was attacked in 1941, the WRA began to detain and relocate people ofJapanese heritage, but not ofItalian or German.
Over 120,000 people were under the control of the WRA, yet
none was charged with a crime or granted due process before
relocation. Despite how civic-minded and seemingly well respect-

Members of the Japanese Association of Southern Oregon marched through
downtown Medford in 1918 in support of the Red Cross. SOHS#9107
ed the Japanese community was in Medford, its members were
forced to register and relocate as well. Many families only had a
few days to liquidate their possessions and say good-bye to their
lives as they knew them before reporting to an assembly center.
Despite the efforts to preserve the daily routines of farming
and household chores, the Tule Lake detainees found life difficult. A teenager at the time of her internment, Judy Takahira,
whose father George had died several years earlier, was initially
sent with her mother and stepfather to Tule Lake. They lived in
rustic barracks with shared toilets, laundry, and kitchen facilities.
They made their own furniture from supplies left over from the
construction of the barracks.
In acts of rebellion against conditions at the camp, detainees
held massive demonstrations. As tensions grew, these often
exploded into riots. In turn, reactionary guards combined violent
interrogations, beatings, and solitary confinement to harass and
control the detainees. A constant show of force with tanks,
machine guns, and tear gas was also employed to further intimidate and maintain order.
On March 20,1946, ten months after the last Nazi concentration camp in Europe was liberated, Tule Lake Segregation Center
closed. Mterward, most of the evacuees from Southern Oregon
went to larger cities to find work. One of the few to return to
Medford was Judy Takahira; she graduated from Medford High
School in 1946.
In April 2005, forty-six acres of the Tule Lake Segregation
Camp were recommended for designation as a National Historic
Landmark. Such a designation would automatically place it on
the National Register of Historic Places. If the designation is
finalized it will be preserved and interpreted using a widely accessible lesson plan, research website, and oral history collection. I
Jennifir Brennock Buckner is a.freelance writer living in Jacksonville.
ENDNOTES

1. Frank and Joanne Iritani; Ten Visits, Asian American
Curriculum Project, Inc., San Mateo, CA, 1995
2 . Ashland Tidings, 20 January 1888
3. Ashland Tidings, 31 March 1893
4. Mail Tribune, 26 October 1928
5. Letter from Judy Takahira, 10 April 1994, vertical fue,
Southern Oregon Historical Society
6. Judy T akahira letter
7. Mail Tribune, 16 September 1941
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SIKH IMMIGRANTS:
TAKING THEIR PLACE IN SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORV

O

NE EARLY 20TH CENTURY EVENING, YOUNG JOYCE

Bailey and her brother stood in their Eagle Point home
staring out the doorway. "We had never seen anything
like them before," she explained years later, recalling the group
of turban-clad Asian Indians sitting under a tree in their yard.
They had business with her father and were waiting for his
return home. 1
The men were contract laborers laying railroad track between
Medford and Butte Falls for the Pacific and Eastern Railroad.
Lacking an understanding of East Indian culture, people in
Southern Oregon, as well as elsewhere, called these people
Hindus, but they were actually a distinct religious-ethnic group
from the Indian state of Punjab.

A group of Sikh immigrants seek shade under a small tree in the Upper Rogue
Valley, circa 1910.
SOHS # 1706

These Sikhs were part of an immigration wave that brought
six or seven thousand Asian Indians to Canada, Washington,
Oregon, and California between the late 1890s and 1917. Many
left their homeland because of economic instability caused by
British Imperial rule but planned to return and buy farmland
with money they had made in this regime. A number of Sikhs
found jobs in the Northwest working for railroad or lumber
companies, but the majority ended up in California's agricultural
valleys where the climate and work were more familiar to their
home experience. 2
The Sikhs came into existence as an ethnic-religious group
about 500 years ago. They recognize one God "who governs the
world with commands based on the twin principles of justice and
grace." They believe "human beings have the unique opportunity
to achieve liberation" (become one with God) and work towards
that goal. They value "hard work, sharing the fruits of one's
labor, and service to humanity." Family and community are key
elements in their search for liberation. They see themselves as a
group "distinct from others in the surrounding world." Their
long hair, which men wear tied in a knot and covered with a turban, symbolizes "the sanctity of the body, a divine temple not to
be made unclean."3
The Sikhs arrived in the United States at a time when antiAsian sentiment was high. Their dress, culture, and religious
beliefs marked them as separate and threatening to the established way of life. They were tagged with degrading labels, such
as "ragheads" and the "turban tide," and they fell victim to a
number of discriminatory laws.
18
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By Dawna Curler

The Sikhs were not in Jackson County very long. Construction on the Pacific and Eastern Railroad, incorporated first
as the Medford and Crater Lake Railroad, began in 1905 and
ended in 1911 when the tracks reached Butte Falls. 5 In the
mid 19th century, Chinese immigrants worked on many railroad projects, but the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 eliminated them from the railroad labor pool. During the early
1900s Sikhs, along with a mix of other new immigrants, provided the necessary work crews. Once the work was done,
they moved on.
As Asians, they could not become U.S. citizens, a 1913
California law kept them from owning property, and in 1917
the Barred Zone Act prohibited further immigration of people
from certain parts of the world, including the Sikhs' homeland
in South Asia. Immigrants already in the country could not
bring in their spouses. 4
Although their numbers dwindled, several thousand Sikhs
remained on the west coast. In spite of the difficulties, they
found ways of settling in and establishing homes, families and
communities. As immigration laws loosened after World War
II, new waves of Asian immigrants, including Sikhs, entered
the country but the descendants of the first Sikh immigrants
now share a unique American history of their own.
Today, little evidence of the Sikh presence in Southern
Oregon remains beyond a few photographs and a common
knowledge that they were here. But a deeper look reveals that
these men laboring on a short stretch of railroad track were
part of a much greater slice of history. t

workers
I I A:l:"'... -,
a unique presencl!'f'~:
in early 20fh
Southern Oregon.
SOHS # 1603
l'
Dawna Curler has been a writer and historian for the Southern Oregon
Historical Society for 22 years.
ENDNOTES

1. Bailey, Joyce. "Eagle Point Memories," Siskiyou Sites & Sagas (Jacksonville, OR:
Siskiyou Pioneer Sites Foundation, Vol. 2, 1967), p. 7.
2. Sikh background information for this article has been synthesized from the fol
lowing two sources: Gurinder Singh Mann, Paul David Nurnrich, and
Raymond B. Williams. "Buddhists, Hindus, and Sikhs in America, "Oxford
University Press, New York, 2001; "Pioneer Asian Indian Immigration to the
Pacific Coast," website compiled by T. S. Sibia, BioiAg Reference Dept., Shields
Library, University of California Davis, Davis, CA. Revised 2001.
3. Mann, Nurnrich, and Williams. pp.117-118.
4. Mann, Nurnrich, and Williams pp. 126-27 and Alicia]. Campi, Ph.D. "Closed
Borders and Mass Deportations: The Lessons 0/the Barred Zone Act, "January 2005,
from the American lmmigration Law Foundation website:
http://www. ailf.org/ipdpolicy_reports_2005 _barredzone.asp
5. Under the ownership of the Medford Logging Railroad, track was extended into
the woods for hauling logs in the 1920s. Bert and Margie Webber. Railroading
in Southern Oregon (Fairfield, WA: Ye Galleon Press, 1985), pp.77-85.
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Kanaka Flat
This sign can
still be seen on
Hwy. 238, just
outside of
Jacksonville.

N 1853, A YEAR AFTER GOLD WAS DISCOVERED
in Jacksonville, Oregon, a small community sprang up just
west of town, on a large flat in the middle ofJackson Creek.
The flat was a rich and popular source of gold, and soon miners,
who were discouraged from settling in Jacksonville proper, began
to settle on the flat. At first, it had a few log cabins, a blacksmith shop, and a trading post, and was casually referred to as
"One Horse Town."!

I

In the 1820s, Hawaiians first came to the Pacific Northwest
with the express purpose of settling and learning western culture. 2 They lived in the Willamette Valley and worked in various
professions including as servants for the Hudson Bay Company.
Some thirty years later, a number of Hawaiians, also called
"Kanakas," came in search of gold and settled in One Horse
Town. Their presence eventually led to the area being renamed
"Kanaka Flat."

The following excerptjrom the radio series "As It Was," co-produced by the Southern Oregon Historical
Society and Jefferson Public Radio, tells the story oj one Hawaiian immigrant whose experience serves as an
example oj the double standard in existence at the time: While Kanakas were allowed to contribute to the local
community and economy, they still were denied American citizenship based on the color oj their skin.

THE 18605, JACKSONVILLE, OREGON, WAS A BOOMING MINING TOWN,
attracting hopeful miners of many races, creeds and religions from the world
over. Bill Bottle was one of the hopeful who not only dreamed of striking it
rich, but also of becoming a U.S. citizen. One problem: Bill was Hawaiian.
In 1868 Oregon rescinded its ratification of the 14th Amendment to the
Constitution, which guaranteed basic civil rights for all Americans regardless of
race. So, when in 1869 Bill went with his black friend Mike to the county clerk's
office to apply for citizenship, you can imagine Bill's surprise when he was told
that Hawaiians, or "Kanakas" as they were also known, were not eligible.

I

N

Bill was a quiet man, but not his friend Mike. Of the incident that followed,
the local paper reported: '~t this the Mrican Lion raised in old Mike, he snorted
and puffed as would a steam engine under double pressure on a heavy grade. He
repeated the 'Civil Rights Bill' entire, swore like thunder and finally concluded
by thrusting a copy of the amendment right under the Clerk's nose."
History does not show whether Mike's tirade helped Bill's cause. But we do
know that it would be nearly a hundred years before civil rights became the law
of the land. t
As It Was, segment #6, written by Stephanie Butler, edited by Dawna Curler, April 2005 .
Source: The Democratic Times, 1869.
ENDNOTES:

1. Barbara Hegne, "One Horse Town, the Wildest Town in Southern Oregon," in Wild True Tales:
The Early Settlers of Southern Oregon (USA, Freestyle Graphics, 2(02),y. 76
2 . "History ofJackson County," The Morning News, April 28, 1979, Central Point, OR.

Peter Britt photographed this unidentified Kanaka
man in Jacksonville, circa 1865.
SOHS #18856
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Honorary Lifetime

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. Cheney
Foundation, Tacoma, WA
Patricia and Robert Heffernan, Medford
Jean Jester, Sandy
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland
Donald E. and Jean Rowlett, Ashland
Maureen Smith, Gold Hill
Mary Tooze, Portland

w.

Lifetime $2500
Kay and AI Alsing, Ashland
Connie Battaile, Ashland
Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford
Leona and Robert J. DeArmond, Central Point
Mary Delsman, Riverside, CA
Judi Drais, Medford
Yvonne Earnest, Medford
H. Walter and Rosie Emori, jacksonville
David & Gladys Fortmiller, Talent
Fred and Vyvyan Gardner, Canyon City
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point
John and Nancy Hamlin, Medford
Tom Hamlin, Medford
Robert and Theodora Hight, Medford
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford
Robert L. Lewis, jacksonville
Mail Tribune, Medford
Eugene I. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA
Alice Mullaly, Central Point
Zoe Dell Nutter, Xenia, OH
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City
Ed &Laura Winslow, Central Point
Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill
Davis Young, Medford

MARCH 1, 2005 - MAY 31,
LIFETIME. $2500
Ed & Laura Winslow, Central Point

2005

• $2500

BUSINESS. $250
The Innovative Land Group, LLC, Ashland
Security Insurance Agency, Inc, Medford
Evergreen Federal Bank, Grants Pass
Eden Valley Orchards, Medford
Stage Lodge, jacksonville
CURATOR • $200
Bryan & Stephanie DeBoer, Medford
Anne Decker, Ashland
Allan & Charlotte Henry, Medford
Richard & Mary Schultz, Ashland
CURATOR/PIONEER. $200
Bob &B.J. Reed, Medford
John &Janie Stewart, Talent
PATRON. $100
Kenneth & Marjorie Adams, Talent
Sol &Virginia Blechman, Ashland
Pat &Gayle Clason, Medford
Jack &Nancy Day, Medford
Michael & Marie Donovan, Ashland
Mary & Tom Glatte, Medford
David Greenhalgh, Medford
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PATRON/PIONEER. $100
Bus Bush, Medford
Ace & Margaret Carter, Central Point
Dr. A.L. & Duane Clay, Medford
Dorothy Cook, Medford
Carol Hamlin, Medford
Monty & Carol Holst, jacksonville
Larry & Julia Ann Horton, Medford
Tam & Ann Moore, Medford
Marlene & Rollie Pean, Central Point
Peter & Billee Stemple, jacksonville
Dalton & Ruth Straus, Central Point
Virginia Younger, Medford

FAMILY. $50

New & Rejoining

LIFETIME BUSINESS
Mail Tribune, Medford

Cecil Halstead, Medford
Gerald & Stephanie Hellinga, Medford
Tom & Evelyn Hennion, Medford
Reeve & Lyn Hennion, jacksonville
Dick & Marilyn Henselman, Medford
Richard & Ann Hensley, Medford
Arlene Hoffman, Eagle Point
Florence Inman, Ashland
Nancy Leonard, Eagle Point
Margaret McGeary, Medford
Eugene & Barbara Monroe, jacksonville
Matthew & Carla Morey, Shady Cove
John & Nancy Olander, Medford
Dorothy Parke, Medford
Dr. James & Elizabeth Patterson, Medford
Donald & Luana Perry, Medford
John & Nadine Purcell, Ashland
Dr. Tony & Jo Ramsey, Medford
Shane Reed, jacksonville
Dr. John & Joanne Retzlaff, Medford
Rebecca Rishell, San Geronimo, CA
Sharon & Dr. Richard Schaefer, Medford
Maxine Sprick, Corvallis
Bob & Joyce Stevens, jacksonville
Jim & LaVonne Stumbo, jacksonville
John Toso, Ashland
Elizabeth Udall, Gold Hill
Robynne & James Whitaker, Ashland
Daniel Woodhead III, San Francisco, CA
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Joyce & Harry Abrams, Cave junction
Craig Adams, Medford
Claire & Jack Anchick, Gold Hill
Delfino & Cordelia Arellano, jacksonville
James Auchincioss, Ashland
Alex & Virginia Austin, Grants Pass
Gary & Dianne Baker, Gold Hill
Dr. F.J. & Carolyn Barrett, Central Point
Neil & Diane Benson, Ashland
Willington & Margaret Bonner, White City
Carolyn & Katherine Brafford, Ashland
John & Liz Braislin, jacksonville
Melanie & Douglas Breidentha!, Medford
Jennifer & Michael Buckner, jacksonville
Stephanie Butler, Ashland
Don & Eloise Cady, Central Point
Gordon & Donna Carrigan, Central Point
Vincent & Betty Claflin, Phoenix
James & Mary Lou Clark, Medford
Edwin & Sylvia Clark, Ashland
Richard & Margaret Croly, Medford
Dr. James & Mary Cruickshank, Medford
Dan & Helen Daniken, Gold Hill
Jean & Leland Daub, Medford
Murrit Davis & Lorry Juteau-Davis, Eagle Point
Robert & Kathleen DeWitt, Ashland
Harriet & Bill Dorris, Central Point
Dick Emery & Francene Bernest, Ashland

Lillian Fullerton, Vancouver, WA
Katie Gomez, Ashland
Jerrold & Julie Hagstrom, jacksonville
John & Beth Hallett, Medford
Don & Cory Hamann, Butte Falls
Wes & Lily Hartley, Medford
Robert & Lorna Heikka, White City
James & Chris Hess, jacksonville
William & Luisa Hollowell, Medford
John & Freda Hunt, Medford
Dennis & Patricia Hyatt, Eugene
Radley & Betty Hyde, Medford
Richard & Andrea Igl, Rogue River
Lorin & Meg Jacobs, Medford
Mark Jacobs & Linda Harris, Medford
Chuck James, Central Point
Joanne Johnson, Talent
James & Velma Johnson, Talent
Frank & Julie Kenney, Applegate
Carolyn & Bob Kingsnorth, Central Point
George Kramer, Ashland
Rosalie Lafleur, Medford
Alfred & Barbara Larson, Medford
Lee & Marilyn Lewis, jacksonville
Mike & Laura Littrell, Medford
Ronald Loveness, Klamath Falls
David & Caroline Lowry, Talent
Henry & Robin Martin, Grants Pass
Ron & Judy Martinson, Central Point
Dr. Larry & Cathy Maukonen, Medford
Verner & Donna McCall, Eagle Point
Dusty & Top Miller, Ashland
John & Nancy Miller, Talent
L. Keith & Jo Ann Miller, Central Point
Dr. Frank & Marty Moore, Medford
Anthony & Arlette Moran, Rogue River
Brian & Mary Margaret Mullen, Medford
Amy & Mike and Suzanne Pei!, Grants Pass
Betty & Robert Prosise, Shady Cove
Robert & Margaret Reinholdt, Ashland
Dr. Drummond & Deborah Rennie, jacksonville
Marie & Len Resler, jacksonville
David & Susy Schroeder, Eagle Point
Bob & Lisa Schroeter, jacksonville
Maxine & Albert Scott, Ashland
Dee & Barbara Selby, Medford
Edward & Betty Shelley, Ashland
William & Judith Shrader, Medford
Pat Shute, jacksonville
Beulah Smith, Eagle Point
Nicole Smith, jacksonville
Edward & Sharon Snyder, jacksonville
Gael Squibb, Gold Hill
Donald & Joanne Strand, Medford
Gary Sumrak, Medford
Tommy & Wendy Thompson, Wilsonville
Dr. John & Carol Walker, Medford
Thomas & Doris Walker, Sams Valley
Dr. Jack & Barbara Walstrom, Medford
Claude Ward, Ashland
Charles & Karin Watson, Medford
Dr. Darrell & Marlys Weinman, Central Point
Ellis & Mildred Wilson, Ashland
Jerry & Mary Wojack, Central Point
Gloria Wood, Central Point
Paul & Jeannell Wyntergreen, jacksonville

FAMILY/PIONEER. $50
Lloyd & Marytine Abrams, Medford
Ron & Gloria Bartlett, Medford
David & Barbara Basden, Medford

Arthur & Charlotte Bigelow, Shady Cove
Lana & Darrell Boldt, Ashland
Lola & Martin Burke, jacksonville
William & Barbara Carter, Medford
Darlene Casteel, Shelton, WA
John & Cozette Caster, Dayton
Bob & Annie Dreiszus, Talent
Joel & Jo Anne Elias, Kensington, CA
Daryl & Arlene Farnham, Medford
Alan & June Fleischer, Central Point
Stuart & Karen Foster, Medford
Leota Frakes, Ashland
Jean Frazier, Ashland
Kay Green & Robert Nelson, Central Point
Jerry & Denise Hauck, Ashland
James & Catherine Hayes, Ashland
Phil & Juliann Hofmann, Ramona, CA
John & Edna Hopkins, Applegate
Robert & Peggy Houston, Medford
William & Connie Hubbard Jr., Tioga, TX
Dr. Gary & Nancy Ingram, Medford
Ron & LaVaughn Kemnow, Chiloquin
Roy & Sheila Kimball, Medford
Fred & Dixie Kruggel Jr., Medford
Gayle & Jim Lewis, jacksonville
Lorraine & George Mattos, jacksonville
Alan & Mary Miller, Ashland
Howard & Charlotte Owens, Dallas
Carl & Wanda Perdue, Ashland
Christine Reising & Colin McCoy, Eagle Point
Kenneth & Donna Rhee, Ashland
Norman Robinson, Tucson, Al
Larry & Nanci Rogers, Medford
Robert & Joan Sage, Medford
Charles & Evelyn Sears, Medford
Glenn & Kathleen Smith, Medford
Richard & Adleen Thornton, Ashland
Steve & Penny Thorpe, Ashland
Steve & Carrie Vincent, Central Point
Greg & Valri Wi lIiams, Ashland
H. Dewey & Gloria Wilson, Medford

INDIVIDUAL • $35
Rhoda Abrahams, Ashland
Loretta Adams, Medford
Avis Adee, Medford
Ann Aines, Bend
Jerry Archer, Medford
Kay Atwood, Ashland
Nancy Bachmann, Medford
Patricia Bailey, Rolling Hills Est., CA
Marilyn Baines, Medford
Beth Barker, Medford
Harold Barrett, Medford
Eugene & Barbara Beers, Medford
Victor & Claudia Berg, Medford
Jesse Biesanz, Talent
Anne Billeter, Medford
Jean Black, Medford
Shirley Blaul, jacksonville
Marilyn Boesch, Medford
John Bowden, Klamath Falls
Jill Brenkman, Jacksonville
David Burnett, Medford
Martha Bustard, Medford
Gloria Butler, Medford
Mary Jane Cedar Face, Ashland
Harold & Jeannette Center, Medford
Brad Cessnun, Central Point
Virginia Choiniere, Ashland
Dorothy Claflin, Phoenix
Terrie & Gregory Claflin, Medford
Irene Clark, Medford

T

o call Ed Winslow the Indiana Jones
of the Rogue Valley might be
stretching things a little bit. It's true
that, like Indiana, Ed has a passion for
hunting for treasure. But Ed's methods are
different. He prefers to use
a metal detector, investment portfolios, and the
SOHS Research Library.
A member of the Rogue
Valley Coinshooters, Ed
combs fields and parks with
his detector, on the lookout
for lost jewelry, coins, and
other items. He donates the
value of whatever he finds
to SOHS.
In the 1980s, he founded
the first brokerage company
in the United States to
focus on "socially responsible" investments. He also wrote a book on
what he calls "the craziness of the stock
market" entitled "Blind Faith: Our
Misplaced Trust in the Stock Market."
Four years ago, he sold the business and
moved near Jacksonville. He currently offers
investment advice to a limited clientele.

Ed also hunts in a different way in
the SOHS Research Library as he prepares material for a novel he is writing
that takes place in Jacksonville and
Sterlingville during the Gold Rush.
Ed's eye for treasure
and good investments
inclined him to make a
generous contribution
to the Southern Oregon
Historical Society and
become a Lifetime
Member. "What SOHS
does is so vital," he says.
"It helps us not forget
our roots. Even though
I moved here recently, I
have great appreciation
for the region's unique
history. It's important
to preserve this history
for future generations, and SOHS does
that really well."

Membership Benefits
Memberships last one year.
ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS:

<- Free admission to SOHS museums and
sites.
<- Subscription to Southern Oregon
Heritage Today quarterly magazine.

<- Subscription to Monthly Calendar and
historic photograph suitable for framing.
<-10% discount at the History Store in
Jacksonville.
<- Free admission card to 22 Pacific
Northwest children's museums.
<- Reciprocal benefits through "Time
Travelers;' a network of more than 150
historical societies and museums around
the country.
(. Discounts on workshops, programs and
special events.

What inspires you to invest in
SOHS? Please let us know your
story by calling Richard at
541-773-6536 or e-mailing
development@sohs.org.

~ Invitations to exhibit previews and
members-only events.
~ Ability to vote for Board of Trustees.
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Martha Cline, Medford
Paula Cook, Yreka, CAGlenda Cossette, Central
Point
Diane Cowan, Ashland
Doris Crofoot. Jacksonville
Ryan Csaftis, Medford
Susan Davis, Rogue River
Christopher Day, Tiburon, CA
Steve Decker, Applegate
H.5. & Barbara Deuel, Medford
Irvin Dew, Medford
David Dials, Medford
larry Diltz, Medford
Carl & Mabel Dykstra, Medford
Zelda Edmondson, Medford
Richard Engeman & Terry Jess, Portland
Claudia Everett, Ashland
Barbara Ezell, Klamath Falls
Judith Faulkner, Ashland
Ulla Feeley, Central Point
Sarah Ford, Medford
Nancy Fox, Medford
Sharon Freeburne, Central Point
Margery Goodman, Ashland
Gladys Greene, Ashland
Cheryl Haas, Medford
Joyce & Ron Hailicka, Butte Falls
Barbara &Jack Hanel, Medford
George Hesdorfer, Medford
Shirley Houston, Talent
Patti Jason, Eagle Point
Hans Jensen, Shady Cove
Oscar & Gail Johnson, Ashland
Ken Kantor, Medford
P.L. Kelly, Medford
Alea Kent, Ashland

Jean Kircher, Tigard
Victor & Susan Kosmatka, Central Point
Susan lakefish, Medford
Jeff lalande, Ashland
Kenn lantz, Portland
Ben & Susan law, Lakewood, CO
Robert Lindberg, Grants Pass
D. Wayne & Fae Linn, Ashland
Karen Lundgren & John Wren, Ashland
Marella Luschen, Medford
Flora MacCracken, Talent
Beverly Major, Ashland
Penelope Martens, Ashland
Sherrill Massey, Jacksonville
Donna Maybee, Medford
n. McBeth, jacksonville
Eunice McCann, Medford
Shannon Mcintyre, jacksonville
Art McKee, Prospect
Neil Menard, Redding, CA
Heidi Meyer, Medford
Karen Mitchell & Robert Thompson, jacksonville
James Murray, Medford
Patrick Naumes, Medford
Peter & Bobbi Naumes, Medford
Peggy Newman, Ashland
David Oas, Ashland
Helene Ogle, Medford
George & Marcella Owens, Ashland
Michael Palacios, Medford
Ruth Parker, Medford
Warren & Bettie Paul, Medford
Judith Paulsen, Ashland
Suzanne Pelzel, Ashland
A. Peterson, Medford
Anne Peugh, Central Point

Bill Philp, jacksonville
Daryl & Mary lou Proett, Medford
Claudette Pruitt, Grants Pass
Margaret Rackley, Gold Hill
Geri Read, Medford
Ellie Rhodes, Medford
Ron Ridgway, Talent
Charles & Elaine Rigby, Cave junction
Verne & Mary Robinson, Talent
Norman & Barbara Roduner, Klamath Falls
Deborah Rowland, Eagle Point
James & Sharon Rowlett, Medford
Bertha Safley, Medford
Jenna Scarbrough, Baker City
Barbara Schiavone, Grants Pass
Kris Schulz, White City
Frank Scott, Medford
Sally Shockley, Talent
Susan Shoemaker, Eagle Point
William Shurtz, Medford
Ruth Shutes, Medford
Robert & Sallie Smith, Ashland
Lois Smith, Central Point
Louise Speegle, Medford
Carl & Jean Strand, Ashland
Donald Sweet, Ashland
Laurie Teply, Medford
Brent Thompson, Ashland
Aria Thompson, Rogue River
Colleen Tokar, Medford
Sharon Tooke, Medford
William Trotter, Medford
Teresa Vail, Medford
Darcy Van Vuren, Central Point
Edie Vinson, Grants Pass
GC Wales, Yreka, CA

<- The satisfaction of supporting your
historical society.

Membership Categories:
INDIVIDUAL· 535
FAMILY· 550
PATRON· $100
CURATOR· 5200

Includes all basic benefits plus recognition
in Amual Report and Southern Oregon
Heritage Today.

Il

DIRECTOR· 5500

Includes all of the above benefits plus
unlimited guest privileges.
HISTORIAN'S CIRCLE· $1,000

I'

Includes all of the above benefits plus
invitations to exclusive Historian's Circle
events, and private tours with Executive
,Director and exhibit curators.

f.

1);,

lIF~TIME • 52,500

Includes all of the above benefits.
BUSINESS. 5250

"Includes subscriptions, recognition in
Annual Report and Southern Oregon
/;/eritage Today and 10% discount for all
., ,employees on memberships, admissions
" and History Store purchases.
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Suzanne Watkins, Chiloquin
Dr. John & Elizabeth Watson, Medford
Dr. Robert Weiss, Valley Village, CA
Elaine Wells, Medford
Greeley Wells Jr., Jacksonville
Joan Williams, Medford
Edna Wolff, Central Point

INDIVIDUAL/PIONEER. $35
Eva Albert, Trail
Janice Bailey, Medford
Clifford Bailey, Central Point
Rebecca Bowles, Bella Vista, CA
Sally Burns, Central Point
Mary Carlon, Medford
Melvin Clements, Ashland
Marilyn Coleman Anderson, Minneapolis, MN
Marilyn Conner, Jacksonville
Sherry Cook, Stevenson, WA
Gary Criswell, McMinnville
Beverly Darling, Ashland
Elaine Doerr, Sacramento, CA
Nancy & Mike Fieguth, Rogue River
Helen Fields, Grants Pass
Ben &Fran Foley, Rancho Santa Fe, CA
Marie Ford, Talent
Lucile Gann, Medford
John Gianelli, Glenns Ferry, ID
Evelyn Giddings, Eureka, CA
Betty Gillette, Jacksonville
Steve & Betty Lee Glass, Central Point
Marcia Glicksman, Middletown, NY
Dan & Lois Hamann, Butte Falls

Lorena Harris, Ashland
Glenn & Carol Harrison, Albany

Donors
MAR

Roland Hartley, Salem
Sandra Haskins, Woodland, WA
Joan & Wayne Horton, Medford
Chuck Jackson, Phoenix
Norma Kuyper, Eagle Point
Jacqueline & Tom Mitchell, Medford
Laura Nichols, Warren
Gail Orell, La }ofla, CA
Cecil Owings, Eagle Point
Gerald Parsons, Rockaway Beach
Betty Peabody, San Diego, CA
Thomas Phillips, Medford
Clara Pursel, Eagle Point
Ina Reed, Klamath Falls
Pam Schiller, Ashland
Kathleen Sullivan, Medford
Doris Sutherlin, Medford
Christy Van Heukelem, Salem
Ted & Armella Wharton, Medford
Doris Wilson, Medford
Julia Woosnam, Half Moon Bay, CA

Bill Alley, Vancouver. WA
Jean Frazier, Ashland
Greg Glass, Ashland
Roy & Sheila Kimball, Medford
Jim Lewis, Jacksonville
Alan & Marjorie Neal, Talent
Bob & Pat Powell, Portland
Maureen & Bill Smith, Gold Hill
Maxine Sprick, Corvallis

Grants and Sponsorships
Collins Foundation, Portland
Oregon Heritage Commission, Salem
Kinsman Foundation, Milwaukie

The Collections
Thank you to the many people and organizations
who have contributed to the collections over
the last three months.
Donors from Dec. 1, 2004 - Feb 28, 2005

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Sol & Virginia Blechman, Ashland
Dr. A.L. & Duane Clay, Medford
Robert & Patricia Heffernan Jr., Medford
Robert & Peggy Houston, Medford
Jean Kircher, Tigard
Judy Hanshue & Robert Lozano, Butte Falls
Barbara Schiavone, Grants Pass
Dennis & Sandra Slattery, Ashland

IN KIND
Medford Fabrication, Medford
Robert Peters, Medford
Maxine E. Sprick, Corvallis
Jason Stack, Medford
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"The folks at inCahoots are
superb designers of books and
covers. They bring excitement
and elegance to their craft,
and everyone involved - the
authors, the publishers and
the readers are thrilled.»
- JEAN HOUSTON, PH.D

Southern Oregon Historical
Society Foundation
Bill Alley, Vancouver, WA
Murrit Davis & Lorry Juteau-Davis, Eagle Point

FINANCIAL

SUBSCRIBER. $35
Douglas County library, Roseburg
WA County Historical Society, Portland
Woodburn Public library, Woodburn
North Mountain Park Nature Ctr, Ashland
Univ Of Washington libraries, Seattle, WA
Albany Regional Museum, Albany
Mail Tribune, Medford

yet

1, 2004 - MAY 31, 2005

Afseth Family, Ashland
LaVeta Alwine, Tulsa, OK
Kay Atwood, Ashland
Vicki Bryden, Medford
Stephanie Butler, Ashland
Beth Gurney, Central Point
Seely Hall, Jr., Juneau, AK
Cathy Hannan, Clackamas
Dale Heath, Medford
Richard Herndobler, Medford
Rachel Johnson, Gulfport, MS
Jacqueline Leighton, Ashland
Richard Maudlin, Jacksonville
Kathleen Oyler, Ashland
Bill Pope, Medford
Laurie Stovall, Eagle Point
Ben Truwe, Medford

Now offering
custom-designed
WEBSITES
for AUTHORS!

COLLABORATIONS IN BOOK DESIGN

Providing intelligent and thoughtful design
to independent authors and small publishers.
CHRIS MOLE: 482-2646
TRISH BROERSMA: 482-6210

www.incahootsdesign.com
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Summer 2005 SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY
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Oregon
Shakespeare

t

2005

Sea so n

February 18 - October 30

ELIZABETHAN STAGE I ALLEN PAVILION
TWELFTH NIGHT

11

plays in rotating repertory

ONLINE TICKETING!

William Shakespeare
THE TRAGICAL HISTORY OF DOCTOR FAUSTUS

Christopher Marlowe
LOVE ' S LABOR ' S LOST

William Shakespeare
ANGUS BOWMER THEATRE
RICHARD

III

www.osfashland.org
(541) 4 82 -433 1
Good Seats Available

William Shakespeare
THE PHILANDERER

One of America's
top five regional
theatres

George Bernard Shaw
ROOM SERVICE

John Murray and Allen Boretz
NAPOLI MILIONARIAI (NAPLES MILLIONAIRES!)

Eduardo De Filippo

-

THE BELLE'S STRATAGEM

Time Magazine

Hannah Cowley
NEW THEATRE
By THE WATERS OF BABYLON

Robert Schenkkan
MA RAINEY'S BLACK BOTTOM

August Wilson
GIBRALTAR

Octavio Solis

from the top, King Lear (2004). Photo by T.

[!lj!~!...!.~@
Season Sponsor

ChQrl~s

Erickson.

Much Ado about Nothing (2004): Robin Goodrin Nordli and
Brent Ha rris. The Royal Family (2004j:Judith-Mor;e Bergan and

Dee MQQske. Henry VI, Part One (2004): Tyler Layton.
Photos by David Cooper, Andrie Lanthier and T. Charles Erickson.

