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Threshing Barn No Longer Thrashed 

By Steve Wyatt 
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SOHS ARTIFACT #1982.107.7 IS EXPOSED TO THE ELEMENTS At some point, the barn was widened and the roofline altered. 
rather than stored in a climate-controlled environment or After 1910 it was disassembled and rebuilt at its present site 

safely on exhibit behind glass. But this is not a case of curator on Jackson Creek. Disassembly was practical because the barn 
neglect. And though it might be tempting to protect the artifact was built using mortise and tenon construction. In that ancient 
from the elements with an immense cover, that would greatly building technique, the main hand-hewn posts and beams fit 
detract from its historic context in relation to Hanley Farm. together like a puzzle. Hanley family legend has it the move 

Built in the 1850s, the 19th Century Barn at Hanley Farm is from its original site near the water tower came with the advent 
one of the more challenging artifacts the Southern Oregon of the automobile. Passing cars on Hanley Road were frightening 
Historical Society cares for. It is one of over 2,000 items ranging in the animals, so they wanted the barn to be further from the road. 
size from a button to an even larger barn willed to SOHS by Mary When SOHS took ownership of the barn its future was un-
Hanley in 1982. certain; many of structural elements of the barn were missing. 

Considered by many to be the oldest barn in Jackson County, it In 2002, SOHS was awarded a $10,000 grant from the Jeld­
was designed and used for threshing. Threshing is the process of Wen Foundation for the barn's restoration. Pilgrim's Progress, 
separating grain seeds from the plant's chaff and stalks. In the a preservation firm, surveyed the barn and prepared a report 
1850s many locals were growing wheat. They threshed in the outlining the work that would be needed to preserve the barn 
winter and took their grain to Ashland or elsewhere for milling for future generations. The preservation experts also held a 
into flour. workshop demonstrating how to hew, shape and place the 

The threshing carried out in this barn was the same labor- missing beams using traditional tools and techniques. 
intensive work little changed for centuries. First the grain was SOHS and volunteers from the Southern Oregon Draft Horse 
flailed, beaten with a wooden club attached by strap to a handle. Association (SODHA) soon had the first beam in place. By spring 
Sometimes flailing was done by allowing horses or livestock to 2004 SODHA had five main beams in place and a freestanding 
walk on the grain. Then it was passed through a filter. During floor was also added. The barn has been open to the public but 
this process the barn doors were thrown open to utilize the breeze finishing touches remain. Once the knee braces and reinforcing 
to blow away the chaff and dust, leaving the heavier grain on the cables are in place this project will be considered complete. 
floor. This formerly thrashed threshing barn has a new lease on life 

By 1871 the threshing barn had become obsolete; th.e Hanleys thanks to the volunteer work of the Southern Oregon Draft 
had acquired a �t�~�r�e�s�h�i�n�~� �m�a�~�h�i�n�e�.� In :he decades �t�h �~�J�I�f�.�b�~� �~�w�f �'� \ �: �' �~�~�r�s�e� Asso.ciation membership, the generous su PP?rt oUoc 
the barn was modified varIOUS ames for different crops, atild " tq, ' '5'\. ilanthroplsts and SOHS members, and the,wOl;k 

'\'\ " m: \ 
timber-frame braces were removed to �a �~�'�h�Q�m �r�l� �~�a�:�t� �~ �.� ',. .d volunteers of SOHS. :!i 

�~ �H�'�H �t�V �r �[�)�1�i�l�l�e�v� system.The threshing area and a hayloft 
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Hanl~j WatH f~w~r 
Circa 1910 
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The photos on the left and below were taken a:p®tlt..;J] ~~]I(0!., 'fk~f,.tslt®J-w aj.a[e ~r..if~i1il.a\1lt 
windmill, the original water tower and the old barn, which 1lIas ~;~m m':@)v~d. 'IDrm 1l(9~3, 
Alice Hanley purchased a new windmill and a new water tank" af!~ ~~d '31' li!~W ftQ>w~r ~ui1t. 
They still stand today. Along with the farmhouse, the tower was ,ai~1i€~ ~$, .sUl'Rt'11iIi1@}J. 
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Alan & Marjorie Neal, Talent 
Dr. Peter & Phoebe Noyes, Medford 
Don & Phyllis Reynolds, Ashland 
Michael & Bronwen Ross, Ashland 
Linda Walker-Turner & Robert Turner, Klamath 

Falls 
Dr. Leo & Marianne Van Dijk, Ashland 
Clarence Wangle, Central Point 

PATRON/PIONEER. $100 
"""' __ ~_...,...~--=_~ ____ .... Helen Barrow, Eagle Point 
rHo nor a r y Li f e tim e 1 Eugene Bennett, jacksonville 

Marguerite and Vincent L. Armstrong, Medford 
Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. Cheney 

Foundation, Tacoma, WA 
Patricia and Robert Heffernan, Medford 
Jean W. Jester. Sandy 
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland 
Donald E. and Jean Rowlett, Ashland 
Mary Tooze. Portland 

Lifetime 

Cecile Camden, Medford 
Craig & Juanita Mayfield, Medford 
Don Simpson, Lakewood WA 
Ben Trowbridge, Shelton, WA 
John Welch, Medford 

FAMILY. $50 

Richard & Rita Abernathy, Central Point 
Greg Applen, Medford 
Dr. Theodore & Jean Barss, Medford 

Kay and AI Alsing. Ashland Bruce & Susan Bauer, Medford 
Connie Battaile, Ashland Vic Biondi & Shirley Biagi, EI Dorado Hills, 
Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford CA 
Mary Delsman, Riverside, CA Pau line Black & Edwin Johnson, Ashland 
David & Gladys Fortmiller, Talent Kent & Marilyn Blackhurst, Medford 
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point . Stace & David Boals, Medford 
Leona and Robert J. DeArmond, Central Pomt y 
Judi Drais, Medford Sharstin & Jesse Brannock, Eagle Point 
Yvonne Earnest, Medford Carl & Retha Brophy, Medford 
H. Walter and Rosie Emori, jacksonville Evelyn & Donald Bryan, Medford 
Gladys A. Fortmiller, Talent Dr. Thomas & Glenda Capsey, Medford 
Fred and Vyvayan Gardner, Canyon City George & Doris Chang, Medford 
John and Nancy Hamlin, Medford Bill & Althea Chesney jacksonville 
Tom Hamlin, Medford ..'. 
R b d Th d H· h M d' d The ChrIStensen Family, Jacksonvtile o ert an eo ora Ig t, e lor 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford Ronald & Carol Cochran, Medford 
Robert L. Lewis, jacksonville Elizabeth Corethers, Eagle Pomt 
Eugene I. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA John & Janet Crawford, Medford 
Alice Mullaly, Central Point Dawna Curler & Glenn Berg, Medford 
Zoe Dell Nutter, Xenia, OH Steve & Mary Curry, Medford 
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City Philip & Norma Curtis, Ashland 
Marilyn L Sibley, Gold Hill Dauterman Family, Medford 
DaVIS Young, Medford '11 d' d ___ .;;... _________ ...1 R.W. & Yvonne DI ,Me lor 

New & Re j 0 i n i ng Nellie & L.G. Dymock, Grants Pass 

JUNE 1, 2004 - AUGUST 31, 2004 Jim & Becky Estremado, Central Point 
BUSINESS. $250 Otto&PhoebeEwaldsen,Edmonds,WA 

Regence Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Medford Willard & Charlene Fike, Jacksonville 
Clifford & Barbara Finnie, Gold Hill 

BUS I NESS/PION EER • $250 Terri & Bruce Gieg, Jacksonville 
Rogue Valley Optometric Clinic, Medford Phil & Shirlee Gustafson, jacksonville 

CURATOR • $200 
Janet Baker, Medford 
Dennis & Judith Barr, Medford 
Doug & Becky Neuman, Ashland 

CURATOR/PIONEER . $200 
Helen Collins, Medford 
John & Dianne Norris, Medford 
Dennis & Sandra Slattery, Ashland 
Jeanena White, jacksonville 

PATRON . $100 
Ted & Jan Bauer, Central Point 
Wallace & Lucille Brill, Medford 
Alan & Lucille Burt, Medford 
William & Betty Jane Darl ing, Medford 
Barbra Fields, Ashland 
Dixie Lee Fleeger, Central Point 
Phil & Jean Getchell, San jose, CA 
Jud & Barbara Hyatt, Medford 
Noel & Lovella Moore, Central Point 
Marguerite Mullaney, Medford 

Pam & Don Hammond, Ashland 
Mike Hawkins, Medford 
Roger & Betty Hewitt, Medford 
Doug Huston & Karen Jacobsen, Medford 
Frank & Laura James, Pacifica, CA 
Richard & Doris Jewett, Medford 
Kevin Keating, Medford 
The Klott Family, Medford 
Charles & Geraldine Leahy, Medford 
Norbert & Beverly Leiberg, Medford 
Bill & Susie Mackey, Rogue River 
Bill & Cindy McDonald, Jacksonville 
Travis McNeal & Jessica Diaz, Jacksonville 
Angie & Shannon Megarity, Ashland 
Will iam Meyer & Diane Gravatt, Medford 
Stephen & Jerry Meyers, Medford 
Norman & Grace Murdoch PhD., 
jacksonville 
Henry & Jeri Olson, Medford 
Dr. Eric & Marjorie Overland, Medford 

Peter Partipilo & Mary Jo Scarim, 
jacksonville 
Bob & Pat Powell, Portland 
W. Lael & Michelle Prock, Mercer Island WA 
Elizabeth Pursell, Jacksonville 
Roger & Nancy Roberts, Central Point 
Herb & Sally Robisch, Medford 
Hubert & Patricia Roddam, Central Point 
Eric Ronemus & Anne Uzzell, Medford 
Mark & Elizabeth Schatz, Medford 
Michael & Linda Sherrill, Rogue River 
Herbert & Susan Six, Medford 
Hubert & Linda Smith, Jacksonville 
Donald & Orpha Thumler, Central Point 
Fred & Dorothy Tonkinson, Medford 
Ed & Laura Winslow, Central Point 

FAMILY/PIONEER. $50 

Gary & Fidelia Boshears, Knoxville, TN 
Robert & Alpha Jane Butler, Medford 
Robert & Karen Carr, Medford 
Nancy & Amelia Clay, Medford 
James & Alice Collier, Shady Cove 
Jack & Patty Dumas, Medford 
William & Rhonda Edwards, Coos Bay 
Betty & Wallace Eri, Lakeview 
Theressa Fisher, Eagle Point 
Eloise Friesen, Medford 
Owen & Dorothy Hall, Redmond WA 
Dr. James & Dorothy Gregory, Long Beach, 
CA 
Karl & Bette Hayes, Lake Oswego 
Bradford & Stacey Jones, Jacksonville 
Robert & Bernice Kent, Sacramento, CA 
Gifford & Marilyn Lee, Ashland 
Ruby & Dr. Jack Littlepage, Victoria, B.C 
Philip & Lori Long, Central Point 
Gordon & Margarette Miller, North Bend 
Dom & Joyce Provost, Ashland 
John & Elizabeth Ross, Madison, WI 
Gary & Doreen Sadler, Jacksonville 
Tom & Marsha Sayre, Medford 
Richard & Carol Stark, Medford 
David & Suzanne Stoltenberg, Downers Grove, 
IL 
Eugene & Marilyn Wright, Phoenix 
Sandra & Gerald Zimmer, Canby 

INDIVIDUAL • $35 

Bill Alley, Vancouver, WA 
Laura Angel, Medford 
David Argetsinger, Medford 
John & Julia Austbo, Jacksonville 
Cyd Bagley, Medford 
Crystal Beard, Jacksonville 
John Beare, Keizer 
Virginia Bockmier, Medford 
Anne Brockway, Medford 
Bruce Budmayr, Rogue River 
Joseph & Gertrude Butler, Jacksonville 
Emily Campbell, Medford 
Ellee Celler, Jacksonville 
Daurel Coolidge, Medford 
Peter & Cora Crandall, Eagle Point 
Gary & Lynda Crocker, Huntington Beach, CA 
Glenn & Jane Crocker, Desert Hot Springs, CA 
Hazen & Carol Crowl, Eagle Point 
Claude & Gwen Curran, Ashland 
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Viola Davis, jacksonville 
Velda Dickey, Medford 
Wesley Downing, Medford 
William Foy, Jacksonville 
Bobbette Gass, Medford 
Dr. Robert Gerber, Phoenix 
Marvin Gettling, Talent 
Elizabeth Greer, Ashland 
Mary Lou Henson, Medford 
Ralph Herbold, Ashland 
Walt & Kathryn Hoffbuh r, Ashland 
Jerry Hood, Medford 
Dean Hunt, Medford 
Douglas Janney Jr., Oak Ridge, TN 
Jeri Kantz, Talent 
William Knoppow, Ashland 
John & Helene Kuoni, Basking Ridge, NJ 
John Laughlin, Ashland 
Jill Livingston, Klamath River, CA 
Sally Lowell, Ben Lomond, CA 
Marjorie Luce, Ashland 
Jean Maack, Medford 
Joanne Mack, Granger, IN 
Regina Mainwaring, jacksonville 
Daniel & Nel Maloney, Ashland 
Nancy Martin, Easton, MD 
James & Aneta Mcintyre, Ashland 
Beverly McKey, Eagle Point 
Donna McLanahan, Honolulu, HI 
Emmy Lou Merriman, Central Point 
Robert & Zelna Minear, Medford 
John Mosby, Lompoc, CA 
Sharon Nelson, Ashland 
Patrick O'Grady, Eugene 
Suzie Orchard, Central Point 
Rebecca Orf, Ashland 
Richard & Lill ian Passini, Medford 
Deanna & Lester Price, Ashland 
Anna Pugh, Medford 
Bob Rasmussen, Ashland 
Lynette Read, Tracy, CA 
Paul Richardson, Salem 
Diane Schaffer, Ashland 
Margaret Shaw, Grants Pass 
Sylvia Surratt, Medford 
Bonnie Symmonds, Medford 
Susan & John Thornburg, Grants Pass 
Muriel Trammell, Medford 
Harry & Theresa Turner, Medford 
Bill & Denise Wahl, Ashland 
Ted & Mary Warrick, Grants Pass 
Arthur Wasser, Ashland 
Dean & Linda Welch, Medford 
Anita Wheeler, Central Point 
Verna & Norman Wilson, Canyonville 
Jan Wright, Ashland 

INDIVIDUAL/PIONEER. $35 
Nita Albrecht, Brookings 
Elmer & Colista Bailey, Jacksonville 
Margaret Bartley, Ashland 
Patricia & William Baum, Central Point 
Mark & J.N. Boyden, Medford 
June & Paul Cougle, Grants Pass 
Douglas & Phyllis Culy, Tempe, Al 
Lois Curtner, Wilsonville 
Roberta Ellison, Contoocook, NH 
Mike Emmons, Olympia, WA 

Continued on page 21. 
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Dear Friends of SOHS, 

June, July, and August brought a spate of new grants to your historical society, and we 
are already seeing the positive effects of these new funds. For example, the farmhouse 
and water tower at Hanley Farm are now newly painted thanks to a $7500 grant from 
the Kinsman Foundation. We are sprucing up the Jacksonville Children's Museum with 
the help of a $3500 grant from Avista Corporation for the replacement of props and 
the rejuvenation of some of the museum's well-worn exhibits. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation gave SOHS $3000 to conduct a structural 
analysis of part of the Jacksonville Museum. The grant has enabled us to assess the 
condition of wiring and flooring before we reconfigure the space there. The City of 
Ashland awarded a $2134 Cultural and Economic Development Grant to install 
"History Right Here" interpretive panels on the Ashland Plaza. And US Bank donated 
$2000 for general operating support. 

While receiving such grants is important and gratifYing, the foundation of SOHS's 
success is donations from individuals like you. This fall, you will be asked to participate 
in the Annual Contributor' s Fund. Thank you for giving generously and helping 
SOHS continue its important work of safeguarding our history and keeping it 
alive and relevant to the present and future. 

Sincerely, 
Richard Seidman 
Development/Membership Coordinator 

Continued ji'OIll page 20. • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nancy Firth, Grants Pass 
Bette Gorden, St. Louis, MO 
Ann Harwood, Moscow, 10 
Barbara Ke llenbeck, Grants Pass 
Melanie & Ronald Kuhne!, Eureka, CA 
Mariece Lindsay, Medford 
Aria Linton, Sacramento, CA 
Jack Mart in, Lafayette, LA Esther Merriman, 
Ashland 
Kevin Miller, Bothell, WA 
Jane & Mike Murray, Durham, CA 
Claire Oberon, Paso Robles, CA 
Howard Saxon, Las Vegas, NV 
Linda Scott, Oroville, CA 
Wilma & Kirk Simmons, Medford 
Patric ia Simpson, Cottage Grove 
Virginia Snow, Boise, 10 
Gordon Stanley, Eagle Point 
Ben Stinson, San Mateo, CA 
Billianne Thomas, Medford 
Mary Wilkinson, Arlington, WA 
Thomas Williams, San Francisco, CA 

IN MEMORY OF 
FRANK AND BETTY SPENCER: 

Frank & Vickie Bono 
Dept. of Rel igious Studies, John Carroll 

University, University Heights, OH 
Gerald Giffith & Joan Griffith, Medford 
Dr. W. Francis & Jeanne Ryan, Cleveland 
Arlys Miller, Central Point 
Eloise Nay lor 
Shelley & Greg Freese, Woodbury, MN 
Beth & Eric Bono, Denver, CO 
Don & Hazel Wiseman, Central Point 
Doris Pudloski, Lyndhurst. OH 
Ra lph & Patricia Pizmoht 
Jeanette Wall, Eagan, MN 
Joyce Carey, Bloomington, MN 
Adrienne & Mark Oliver, Long Beach, CA 
Edmund & Anne Sheldon, Elk Grove, CA 

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS 
Joan Handwerg, Medford 
Ralph Herbold, Ashland 
Aria Linton, Sacramento, CA 
Alice & l arry Mullaly, Central Point 
Pamela & Dennis Murphy, Medford 

SUBSCRIBER. $35 Michael & Linda Sherrill , Rogue River 
Winema Girl Scout Council, Medford Beulah Smith, Eagle Point 

Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN INK I N D 

Donors 
FINANCIAL 
Janet Baker, Medford 
Judi Drais, Medford 
Margaret Hammer, Medford 
Don Neilson, Medford 
RJ & Carol Samuelson, Medford 
Mary Tooze, Portland 

Coast Crane, Medford 
Red Lion Hotel, Medford 

Southern Oregon 
Historical Society 
Foundation 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
lois Curtner, Wilsonville 
Alan & Marjorie Neal, Ta lent 
Linda Walker-Turner & Robert Turner, 
Klamath Falls 

Grants and Sponsorships 
Anna May Family Foundation, Medford 
Avista Foundation, Spokane, WA 
City of Ashland. Ashland 
The Kinsman Foundation, Milwaukie 
Harriet Winton Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation, Lake Oswego 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, 

San Francisco, CA 
US Bank, Portland 

The Collections 

Thank you to the many people and organizations 
who have contributed to the collections over 
the last three months. 
Will iam Alley, Vancouver, WA 
Anonymous 
l ottie Applewhite, San Francisco, CA 
Loree Bristow, Carmichael, CA 
Ace & Margaret Carter, Central Point 
Pat Clason, Medford 
Ben Fowler, Jacksonville 
Ph illip Hoxie, Murphys, CA 
Gayle Kjenstad, Estate of John Howard, 
Las Vegas, NV 
Vonya Knox, Medford 
Jeff l al ande, Medford 
Florence lewis, Medford 
William D lyons, Walnut Creek, CA 
Marjorie O'Harra, Phoenix 
Charlotte Peru, San Leandro, CA 
Ben Truwe, Medford 
Pat Watkins, Central Point 
Harry Watson, Medford 
Bill Wenzel, Medford 
Michelle Zundel, Ashland School District, 
Ashland 

.l l 



SOHS#9473 

ijur Annual ~ary~~t at ~anl~J ~~l~~ratiijn 
in September was extra special this year because 
of a visitjrom Michael Hanley N and other family 
members. Mr. Hanley gave stagecoach rides with 
a team of six horses, using the same harness that 
carried the mail over the Siskiyous more than 100 
years ago. Later, the Hanley men saddled up for a 
traditional photo on horses infront of the house. 

Right: Claire and Michael Hanley III , circa 1915. 
SOHS#10195 

Below: Michael Hanley V (the young boy pictured on page 10) 
and his daughter Cassidy, in front of the Hanley House in September 2004 . 

. n 

A Hanl~J rra~iti~n 

Above: Michael Hanley IV and Michael Hanley V in 
front of the Hanley House in September 2004. 



CONTEMPORARY PHOTOS BY T RACY l\tluRPHY 

Hanl~J farm l~~~ 

These Hanley Farm weekends each summer are an unforgettble 
way for the whole family to have jun, learn about and be a part 
of Southern Oregon's rich history. 
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