











k]

A very warm welcome to
you all. And thank you for
joining the 2003 Annual
Membership Meeting of
the Talent Historical
Society. The THS Board
of Directors holds this
meeting each fall. It’s our
chance to let you know
what we have done in the
past year, and for you to let
us know what you were
doing. (...)

As always, we who share
a love and appreciation of
history and its importance
recognize that, as we gather here, we are looking back not just on
one year, but on a hundred years — and a thousand years.

Human history — even Talent’s small part of it — is measured in
centuries. More than ever, we are aware of being a tiny part of the
infinite sweep of time when we move from one day — one year —
one century — to another.

As I look to the future, I have no doubt that the one certainty
we all face is change — and the pace of that change will only seem
to increase. This is true for all of us — young and old.

On my mother’s eighty-fifth birthday last week I was struck by
how the inevitability of change affects us all, and how different my
mother’s early years were compared with those of my children.

For many of this new generation the future is a source of
excitement, hope and challenge. For others, however, the future is
a cause of understandable anxiety.

There are many of my age — or the age of the majority of us here
today — who worry that this fast-paced world is leaving them
behind. The sheer rate of change seems to be sweeping away so
much that is familiar and comforting. But I do not think that we
should be over-anxious. And certainly not fatalistic.

We can make sense of the future — if we recognize, preserve,
understand, and share the lessons of the past. I'm sure we have all
heard the saying, “Those who fail to learn from the past are
doomed to repeat it.” England’s notable Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, taking a more positive view, said, “The further
backward you look, the further forward you can see.”

It is within this context, then, that we must persevere in the vital
works of the Talent Historical Society and others like it around
our valley and across the nation.

Local historical societies are the cornerstone in shaping a
coherent and accurate historical record. They collect the grassroots
materials from which the great narrative of human and natural
events is framed. They collect transactions of public bodies, local
histories, memoirs and personal observances of all kinds, vital
statistics, laws, ordinances, public debates and discussions, works
of literature and journalism, however humble, records of political
and commercial activity, the arts and culture. (...)

Written history is always a product of the writer’s talent,
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By John Morrison

The following speech was presented by John Morrison at the annual membership
meeting of the Talent Historical Society. Mr Morrison is the THS president.]

research, study and, yes, perspective. Yet it is in many ways just as
much the result of the hard work of historical societies such as
ours as they preserve and protect the archival trail of human
history, locale by locale.

It is here, by persons such as yourselves, that the varied strands
of our shared history are woven together — that we can more
effectively address the challenges and opportunities ahead,
bringing the lessons of the past to bear on the aspirations for a
better future.

Yes, we know that history does not protect us from all current
and future folly. But this tragic failure does not take from us
history’s essential importance — that we draw from our history
affirmation of those constant and unchanging values which have
stood the test of time and experience.

Fairness and compassion, justice and tolerance, heroism and
self-sacrifice — these are the landmarks from the past which can
guide us — all of us — through the years ahead.

These timeless values tell us above all about the way we should
relate to people rather than to things — thinking of others, not just
of ourselves.

In the past year we have seen our local historical societies come
under assault by those who would dismiss the value of our work
and take from us the resources to get it done.

Through the efforts of the Southern Oregon Historical Society,
and that of all the other local societies and most especially the
outspoken leadership of our own THS Past President Lynn
Newbry, all was not lost. Through a compromise with the Jackson
County Board of Commissioners, we will, for the present at least,
receive continued, though greatly reduced, funding.

This, then, is our challenge for the future and more specifically
the coming year. It means we must change the way we operate. We
no longer have the luxury of a stable source of income. We must
donate more time, more energy and more creativity to finding
ways to fund our mission.

We must — each and every one of us — at every opportunity —
impress upon those we meet the importance of the preservation of
Talent’s history, and the ways they might help. (...)

Despite the funding difficulties with the county, it has been a
good and productive year. We have seen the arrival of new
members, a new executive director, presented or sponsored a
number of excellent programs, and completed a much-needed
reorganization of our offices.

We have also taken a role as a partner in the city’s Civic Center
Design process, which will result in the THS eventually finding a
new beautiful permanent home in the new Civic Center.

But we need your ideas and direction in shaping a new future for
our historical society. When an idea comes to you on how we
might do something better, call us — call me — and we'll get to
work on it. If you have extra time, we can always use volunteers.
We need new members. If you have an idea on how we can attract
more, share it with us. And then, by next year, we'll have a
“historic” success story to tell you that we have all shaped.

So with that let me once again say thanks for being here, let’s
enjoy the rest of the program.
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Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong, Medford
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Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, Ashland
Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime

Kay and Al Alsing, Ashland

Connie Battaile, Ashland

Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford
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John Holmes, Bellevue, WA

Gerald Latham, Medford

Mike & Mary Mahar, Medford
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Robert & Marcia Zellman, Jacksonville
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Carol Hamlin, Medford
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David & Kathleen Thompson, Jacksonville
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Charles Wiley, Medford

Donald & Patricia Wright, Los Altos, CA
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Joyce & Harry Abrams, Cave Junction
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Dr. Darrell & Marlys Weinman, Central Point
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Jerry & Nancy McGrew, Jacksonville
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Shiena & Culley Polehn, Medford
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Sheila & Warren Straus, Jacksonville
Steven & Jocie Wall, Jacksonville
William & Patricia Walls, Central Point
Wayne & Erlene Wyatt, Central Point

INDIVIDUAL o $35
Natalie Barker, Medford
Michael Burrill Sr., Medford
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Cindy Coash, Phoenix
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Joan Collins, Ashland
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John Cowgill, Redlands, CA
John Crawford Jr,, Portland
Bernice Curler, Central Point
Margaret Deuel, Medford

Laura & Dr. Kent DeYarman, Central Point
Dorothy & Robert DeYoung, Medford
Pauline Dickey, Medford

Larry Diltz, Medford

Viola Donahue, Rogue River
William & Jean Dreher, Medford
Charles Eckels Jr., Jacksonville
Kathleen Everitt, Shady Cove
Thomas Foster Ill, Ashland
Peter Gandesbery, Ashland
Kathleen Garton, Sunriver

Karl Geidans, Medford

Steven Gillispie, Seattle, WA
Claudia Gillispie, Renton, WA
Dr. Susan Marie Gleason, West Covina, CA
Gene Gressley, Jacksonville
Patricia Grieves, Medford
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Ann Hamilton, Medford

Joan Handwerg, Medford

Merle & Marie Harper, Trail
Hank & Dodie Hart, Medford
Alice Hatch, Rogue River

Carroll Haupert, Medford
Lorraine Hays, Talent

Michael Hebrank, Oak Grove

Darlene Heckenlaible, Medford

Jerry Henderson, Seattle, WA

Loren Heuertz, Heuertz & Monen P. C, Rogue River
Faye & Dr. Roger Hutchings, Medford
Carl Imper, Medford

Dr. Karen Ireland, Liberty Lake, WA
Terrie Jensen, Ashland

Edgewater Innon the Rogue River, Shady Cove
Gunnar & Mary Johnson, Central Point
Kenneth & Rosemary Johnson, Redding, CA
Louise Jones, Klammath Falls

Tiffany Keys, New York, NY

Sue King, Eagle Point

Kathy Kirchen, Grants Pass

Victor & Susan Kosmatka, Central Point
Elsie Lacey, Central Point

Ervin Lewis, Central Point

Georgia Lind, Jacksonville

Robert Lindberg, Grants Pass

Brad & Lorraine Linder, Phoenix

Karen Lundgren & John Wren, Ashland
Martin Luther Jr., Phoenix

William Mansfield, Medford

Dale & Judith McCay, Medford

Alice McGee, Jacksonville

Susan Milburn, Talent

SOACC, Talent

Norman Misek, Jacksonville

Virginia Morgan, Medford

Beverly Morris, Ashland

Nancy & Neil Murphy, Grants Pass
Franklin Oakes, Medford

Bonnie Oliver, Ashland

Jack & Virginia Paine, Gold Hill
LaDona Parson, Medford

Joe & Stephanie Peterson, Ashland
Betty Lou Pratt, Medford

LaVelle Ricks, Central Point

Donna Roberts, Gresham

Norman & Barbara Roduner, Klamath Falls
Florence Rohrs, Shady Cove

Dorothea Schulz, Jacksonville

Sylvia Sue Scott, Medford

Linda Scovill, Jacksonville

William & Jean Seibert, Medford

Vera Sherman, Medford

Fran Short, Central Point

Sue Smead, Medford

Robert & Sallie Smith, Ashland

John Statler, Medford

Iren Strahm, Medford

Miriam Taylor, Medford

Neil & Barbara Thorson, Medford
James Trecker, Park Ridge, IL

Cleve & Linda Twitchell, Central Point
Shari Valentine, Medford

Richard Vanderwyst, Ashland

Myrna Wagler, Central Point
Matthew Warren, Jacksonville

Gloria & Ed Way, Jacksonville

Greeley Wells Jr., Jacksonville

David Withers, Medford

Roger Wolf, Englewood, CO

John Ydstie, Medford

Louise Zwan, Medford

INDIVIDUAL/PIONEER ¢ $35
Doris Boothby, Shady Cove

Dave Carter, Eagle Point

Loree Cortez, Ashland

Edmund Dews, Ashland

Ronald Estep, Florence

Brice Farwell, Ashland

Lawrence Fick, Forest Grove

Laura Frost, Medford

Marcia Glicksman, Middletown, NY
Dr. John Hakanson, Milwaukie

Continued on page 21.



Dear Friends,
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The Southern Oregon Historical Society a is member-supported organization, and as you can see from the long list of donors on
this and the adjoining page, SOHS members have been very generous indeed in recent months. Several hundred people have joined
or renewed their membership, and 115 of you responded to our Annual Contributors Fund appeal for an additional donation.

Your contributions were put to work immediately, helping to fund the Children’s Heritage Fair, the development of new exhibits
at the Jacksonville Museum and History Center, coordination of National History Day local events, and ongoing collections and

cataloguing efforts.

Without your support, the Southern Oregon Historical Society would not be able to keep history alive in these various and dynamic ways.
Thank you! As always, if you have feedback or suggestions on how the Society can serve our members more effectively, please let us know.

Sincerely,
Richard Seidman

Development/Membership Coordinator
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Dr. Harlow Head, Wilson, NC
Beverly Hugdahl, Medford

Joan Long, Medford

James Maize Sr., Santa Rosa, CA
Dorothy McDougall, Central Point
Ralph McKinnis, Ashland

Betty Meiling, Lake Oswego
Bertha Mobley, Tigard

Gregory Moys, Grants Pass
Dorothy Mumford, Annapolis, MD
Dorland Offenbacher, Jacksonville
R. L. & Ann Offenbacher, Jacksonville
Richard Poe, Ashland

Viola Purrier, Rogue River

Ina Reed, Klamath Falls

Tanya Shoemaker, Medford
Marcia Sydor, Roseville, CA

Leola Symonds, Phoenix

Dale Throckmorton, Hillsboro, CA
Barbara Wade, Vallejo, CA
Dorothy Weissensee, Shady Cove
Lester & Lois West, White City
Jim & Gail Widmer, Medford
Gladys Williams, Medford

Helen Wolgamott, £agle Point
Shirley Yost, Gold Hill

SUBSCRIBER o $35
Serials, Oregon State Library, Salem
Knight Library, Eugene

Donors

FINANCIAL

Kenneth & Marjorie Adams, Talent
David Argetsinger, Medford

Cyd Bagley, Medford

Beth Barker, Medford

Bear Creek Corporation, Medford

Dr. Roger & LaVonne Bernard, Medford
Randy Boardman, Ashland

David & Melinda Britt, Jacksonville
Adam & Andrea Bylund, Jacksonville
Bill & Althea Chesney, Jacksonville
Gary & Patricia Christlieb, Ashland

Dr. A. L. & Duane Clay, Medford

Cindy Coash, Phoenix

Joan Collins, Ashland

Hazel Colvig, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

John Cowgill, Redlands, CA

Margaret Cramer, Medford

John Crawford Jr., Portland

Barbara Crawford, Medford

Bernice Curler, Central Point

William & Betty Jane Darling, Medford
Robert & Leona DeArmond, Central Point
H. S. & Barbara Deuel, Medford
Edmund Dews, Ashland

Larry & Barbara DeYoung, Central Point
Judi Drais, Medford

Bob & Daryl Elliot, Ward Cove, AK
Dixie Lee Fleeger, Central Point

David & Gladys Fortmiller, Talent

Gold Diggers Guild Of SOHS, Jacksonville
W. A. & Ruby Graff, Medford

John & Nancy Hamlin, Medford

Robert & Patricia Heffernan, Medford
Patt Herdklotz & Kim Yasutake, Ashland
R. A. & W. J. Herndobler, Ashland
Charles & Betty Howe, Ashland

Ron & Jeresa Hren, Jacksonville

Jud & Barbara Hyatt, Medford

Florence Inman, Ashland

Gunnar & Mary Johnson, Central Point
Neil & Janice Jones, Medford

Willard & Flo Kemp, Medford

Yvonne Kitchen, Talent

Steve & Vauna Kruggel, Redding, CA
Norbert & Beverly Leiberg, Medford
Judy & Robert Lozano, Butte Falls
James Maize Sr,, Santa Rosa, CA

Dr. William Matthews, Medford

Chad & Debi McComas, Medford

Jerry & Nancy McGrew, Jacksonville
Ralph McKinnis, Ashland

Meyer Memorial Trust, Portland

Jack & Nancy Milhoan, Medford

Dr. Greg & Connie Miller, Medford
Matthew & Carla Morey, Shady Cove
Alice & Larry Mullaly, Central Point
Susan Naumes, Medford

Alan & Marjorie Neal, Talent

Donna & Lee Niedermeyer, Medford
George & Marcella Owens, Ashland
Leigh & Carole Paquin, Central Point
Perry Priuce & Dori Appel, Ashland
Seven Feathers Hotel & Casino Resort, Canyonville
George & Margaret Rambo, Central Point

Al

W. H. Reichstein, Medford

Don & Phyllis Reynolds, Ashland

Paul Richardson, Salem

Mike Roberts, Vancouver, WA

Mary Robertson, Medford

Norman Robinson, Tucson, AZ

Norman & Barbara Roduner, Klamath Falls
Barbara Schiavone & John, Grants Pass
Doug & Sandi Schmor, Medford

William & Jean Seibert, Medford

Dee & Barbara Selby, Talent

Lynn & Doris Sjolund, Medford

Georges & Eleanor St. Laurent, Vancouver, WA
Bob & Joyce Stevens, Jacksonville

Gary Sumrak, Medford

Tommy & Wendy Thompson, Wilsonville
Dr. John & Carol Walker, Medford

Patricia & Alicia Watson, Medford
Ashland Community Hospital, Ashland
Robynne & James Whitaker, Ashland
Kathleen Wilcox, Medford

Philip Wilcox, Medford

Dwight Wilson & Nancy Browne-Wilson, Medford
Carol Wilson, Medford

David Withers, Medford

Steve Wyatt, Central Point

IN KIND

Moss Adams Certified Public Accountants
Deli Down

Flowers by Friends

Robert Heltberg

C. K. Tiffin's

Rogue Disposal and Recycling, Inc.

Become a member!

PHone o (541) 773-6536, ext. 226

Wes « www.sohs.org

The Collections

Thank you to the many people and organizations

who have contributed to the collections over
the last three months.
Jack Bowden

Laurie Brownson
Jack Buckley

Amelia Clay

L. Scott Clay

Fred Coffman

Lyn Conklin

William Dames
Russel Davis

Connie Fowler
Dorothy Gregory
Judy Grove

Edith Hatch

Maury Hudson
Peggyann Hutchinson
Paul Inserra

Jackson County Clerk's Office
Jeff LaLande, U.S. Forest Service
Jewell Mulvania

Tom Payn

Jack Potter

Aubrey Sander
Harold Schaaf

John Shonerd

Larry Smith

Mariette Sorem
Christine Tam

Ben Truwe

Ginger Wadsworth

Southern Oregon
Historical Society
Foundation

In Memoriam
Longtime SOHS supporter Hank Henry

e ) passed away in December. Born Charles

ENDOWMENT FUND

Dr. A. L. & Duane Clay, Medford

Bernie & Shirley Croucher, Jacksonville
Tam & Ann Moore, Medford

Katherine Olsen, Jacksonville

Sylvia Sue Scott, Medford

David & Kathleen Thompson, Jacksonville
James Trecker, Park Ridge, IL

Sam Whitford & Kurt Bernhardt, Ashland

Allen Henry, Jr, on February 16, 1923, in Fort
Worth, Texas, he is survived by his wife of
forty-nine years, Nora and his three children
and five grandchildren. An ex-Marine and
lifelong broadcaster, Henry joined KMED-TV
as a television newsman and commentator.
In 1982, he was elected Jackson County
Commissioner. He retired twelve years later.
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Your contributions are
hard at work.

For the past 19 years, thousands of fourth
graders, their teachers and chaperones have
traveled to historic Jacksonville to attend the
Southern Oregon Historical Society’s premiere
hands-on educational program, the Children’s
Heritage Fair.

Annually, Heritage Fair teaches
Southern Oregon history and
culture to about 2,500 Jackson

County fourth graders.

For four, action-packed weeks, buses arrive
at the Jacksonville Museum, the Children’s
Museum, the historic Beekman House and the
Jacksonville Cemetery at 9 a.m. to begin a half-
day event in which local history comes alive.

Activities include panning for gold, searching
the cemetery to learn about some of
Jacksonville’s earliest residents, grinding wheat
or having a one-on-one conversation with “Mrs.
Beekman.” She interprets her family’s overland
journey to Oregon, and life with C.C. Beekman,
Jacksonville’s first banker.

Each activity provides an opportunity for
children to interact with one another and
costumed interpreters, volunteer guides and staff
as the children absorb the rich cultural and social
history of their forbears in Southern Oregon.

Tom Smith, cultural interpreter for the
Society, interprets Native American history and
culture through storytelling and interactive
demonstrations of flintknapping and acorn
grinding. Smith says, “You cant go forward
without knowing where you came from.” This
philosophy is the foundation of the Children’s
Heritage Fair and sums up the benefits of
continuing to support and offer this kind of
educational program to our community. It also
means that the Southern Oregon Historical
Society has helped to educate nearly fifty
thousand children about their ancestors and their
community’s history in the past two decades. &

Stephanie Butler is the Society’s education and programs
coordinator.
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Starting in June, historic Hanley. {
Farm will reopen to the public |
over the summer months. In a
new program called “First
Weekends at Hanley Farm,” the i
farm and farm house will be open
with public programming on the
first weekends in June, July, August
and September. Wagon rides,
 house and barn tours, children’s
games and other events will be
* planned throughout the summer.

One of the Society’s most popular
programs, and a strong tourist draw.
for the town of Jacksonville, the K&
Beekman Living History program g
takes visitors back in time to show &
them what life was like for the g
region’s early settlers.

“FlRST SUNDAYS” IN JACKSONVILLE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FREE OF CHARGE!

Join the Society to celebrate our local history as we introduce a new program to thank our supporters when the C. C. Beekman house,
the Jacksonville Museum and the Children’s Museum are open free of charge on the first Sunday of each month from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day weekend.

Advertise
on this

page!

—
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HIS mv c HANLEY FARM

For rental information, call the Southern Oregon Historical Society

(541) 773-6536 * a member-supported organization * www.sohs.org
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Southern Oregon Historical Society
(541) 773-6536

www.sohs.org

MUSEUMS AND SITES

HisToRY CENTER
RESEARCH LIBRARY
106 N Gentral, Medford.

JACKSONVILLE MUSEUM
HISTORY STORE

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
S5th and @, Jacksonville

HANLEY FARM

1053 Hanley Rd., Hwy 238, Central Point
AVAILABLE FOR WEDDINGS, SEASONAL EVENTS

C.C. BEEKMAN HoUSE
California & Laurelwood, Jacksonville

C.C. BEEKMAN BANK
3rd & California, Jacksonville

U.S. HoTEL
3rd & California, Jacksonville
UPSTAIRS ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR RENT

CATHOLIC RECTORY
4th & C, Jacksonwville

&

Can an)
SOUTHERN Ja§ HISTORICAL
OREGON gagg SOCIETY

A MEMBER-SUPPORTED!ORGANIZATION

106 North Central Avenue
Medford, Oregon 97501-5926
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Sﬂﬂthem 0118@:0]1 Himma] Sﬂﬂim Mmmﬂ 1o collect, preserve, research, and interpret the

artifacts and documents that connect us to the past. Through exhibitions, historic sites, a research
library, educational programs, publications, and outreach, the Society creates opportunities to explore
the history. that has shaped Southern Oregon.
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