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By Steve Wyatt

Lily Glen barn to ashes but if one local group
has its way this barn will rise again and be a
hub of activity just as the old barn was. Each
year hundreds of equestrians and others from
around the West came to Lily Glen, east of
Ashland, to ride horses and take advantage of
the park.

A group known as the Rebuild Lily Glen
Committee is currently soliciting funds and
public input on what the new barn will be
like. It is still early in the process but the
consensus seems to be the replacement barn
will have as many design elements similar
to the original barn as is feasible. At the
same time, it is hoped it will be more user
friendly to groups with diverse interests.

The original landmark Lily Glen barn, off
Dead Indian Memorial Road near Howard
Prairie, burned to the ground in September.
Sadly, wooden barns such as the Lily Glen
are rapidly disappearing, often replaced with
generic looking metal structures.

Most accounts have it that the barn was
built in 1898 by the Lindsays on their
Howard Prairie homestead. Back then
Howard Prairie was more commonly known
as Grizzly Prairie. The Lindsay family
consisted of Margaret, a native of Scotland
who was described as “a short woman as
broad as she was tall who was blessed with
good humor, rollicking laughter and a thick
Scottish brogue,” and her sons, Charles and
William. Margaret named their ranch the
“Lilyglen” (variously spelled as one word or
two) after the abundance of mountain lilies
that grew nearby.! By 1907 they had cleared
and fenced some thirty-five acres, had
constructed a large barn and a substantial
house on their land.2

In 1912, the Lindsays found themselves
defending the Lily Glen in court.
Government land office officials believed
they were not entitled to ownership because
they did not reside on the place. Margaret
Lindsay countered that she lived there
continuously except during a period of
illness. Ultimately, the Secretary of the
Interior ruled in favor of the Lindsays and
they received title to Lily Glen. The Medford

Mail Tribune editorialized on the verdict,
“The decision met with universal approval
among the citizens of the Dead Indian
country where the hardships incident to the
life of the homesteader are thoroughly
understood and appreciated and any other
decision in this case would have operated a
gross injustice to the claimants.”

The Lindsays had 300 Angora goats for
mohair, and Red Poll cows. The cream from
the cows was delivered to Ashland with their
Clydesdale horses. William Lindsay became
postmaster when a post office was
established on the ranch in 1904. The post
office closed in 1909. Despite the closure of
the post office, the Lily Glen ranch was a
popular stopping place for travelers coming
from the Rogue River Valley to summer at
Lake of the Woods or Fort Klamath. Joaquin
Miller, the noted poet, is known to have
visited the ranch on several occasions and
hunted for deer and bear with the Lindsay
brothers. The Lily Glen ranch grew from a
160-acre homestead to an 1800-acre spread
complete with a small sawmill powered by a
steam engine that came by ship around the
horn of South America.*

When Margaret died in 1917, the ranch
was divided between brothers Charles and
William and renamed “The Lindsay Ranch.”
Charles lived at the ranch until 1940
when he sold out. In 1946, the three sons
of William established Lindsay Lumber
Company, which initially ran a diesel/electric
sawmill on the ranch. They dismantled their
sawmill in 1959 when construction began on
the dam that formed Howard Prairie
Reservoir. The new lake submerged much of
Lilyglen’s acreage. The brothers continued to
market logs from the ranch into the late
1960s.

When plans for the Hyatt Lake dam
became solidified, title of much of the
ranch was transferred to the Bureau of
Reclamation.

In 1963 the Bureau leased the barn and 40
acres of land to the Jackson County Parks
Department.5 According to a newspaper
account from the time the barn had been

o

neglected for some twenty years. It then
became the centerpiece of the county’s Lily
Glen Equestrian Area. Equestrians from all
over the West Coast are drawn to this
facility’s corrals, horse trails, picnic tables,
camping and group camping facilities. The
barn hosted the annual “Lilyglen Horse

Trials” from 1982 to 1997. This event
attracted nationwide attention. Several riders
who competed there went on to the
Olympics.t

Had it not been for volunteers the barn
could have been lost in the midst of its
heyday. In January 1993, four feet of snow
piled up on its steep gabled roof. A twenty-
foot section caved in. Volunteers worked to
clear the accumulation off, thus saving the rest
of the barn. Darlene Donnelly, Martha
Brooks, and the Royal Crest Riding club went
to work raising the estimated $20,000 needed
to repair the roof. Neighbors, horseback riders
and history minded organizations, including
the Southern Oregon Historical Society,
chipped in to bring the Lilyglen barn back to
life. SOHS contributed $5000 towards the
needed repairs.”

On September 7, 2003, ten years after the
barn was saved from snow, it was taken away by
fire. The fortunate few will remember the first
hand experience of visiting the barn—an
encounter with a unique functioning piece of
Southern Oregon history. If the efforts of the
Rebuild Lily Glen Committee and other
concerned citizenry are successful, the new barn
will serve the needs of equestrians and others
even better than the old barn. New history will

be made. &
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Honorary Lifetime

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong, Medford

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. Cheney
Foundation, Tacoma, WA

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan, Medford

Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy

Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, Ashland

Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime

Kay and Al Alsing, Ashland

Connie Battaile, Ashland

Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford

Mary Delsman, Riverside, CA

David & Gladys Fortmiller, Talent

Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. DeArmond, Central Point
Judi Drais, Medford

Yvonne Earnest, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori, Jacksonville
Gladys A. Fortmiller, Talent

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gardner, Canyon City
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford

Mr. Tom Hamlin, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Medford

Mr. Robert A. Johnson, Medford

Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford

Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville

Dr. Eugene |. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA
Alice Mullaly, Central Point

Ram Offset Lithographers, White City
Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill

Davis Young, Medford

New & Rejoining:
SEPTEMBER 1 - NovemBER 30, 2003

LIFETIME ¢ $2,500

Mary Delsman, Riverside, CA
David & Gladys Fortmiller, Talent

HISTORIAN CIRCLE < $1,000
Donald Pursel Jr., Enumclaw, WA

CURATOR « $200
Anne Decker, Ashland
Karen Gernant, Talent
Richard Hay, Ashland

PATRON ¢ $100

Tom & Becky Barry, Medford

Margaret Cramer, Medford

Robert & Charleen Edwards, Ashland
Charles & Marilyn Frost, Portland

Helen Gebhard, Medford

Dr. Arthur & Mamie Kreisman, Ashland
Joanne Loutocky, Medford

Alicia MacArthur, Medford

Don Mercer, Omar's Restaurant, Ashland
E. Anne Merryfield, Medford

Robert & Joyce Potvin, Medford

Library Serials, Oregon State University, Corvallis
Connie Skinner, Medford

Nickolas Soloski, San Anselmo, CA

PK. Taylor, Sacramento, CA

William Thomas, Richmond, VA

PATRON/PIONEER o $100
David & Georgia Applegate, Danville, CA
Robert Bullwinkel, Talent

Jerrilee Carter, Oracle, AZ

Helen Scott, Grants Pass

Robert & Josephine Simpson, Portland
Sandy Spalding, Ashland

FAMILY o $50

Kerbyville Museum, Kerby

Brad & Glennda Allen, Medford

John & Barbara Allman, Jacksonville
Steve & Beth Armstrong, Fremont, CA
Desmond & Ellen Armstrong, Jacksonville
Frank & Cheryl Behnke, Jacksonville
Dr. Thomas & Arlene Bolton, Medford
Bruce & Barbara Burnett, Gold Hill
Dunbar & Jane Carpenter, Medford
Dr. Bonnar & Laurie Dysart, Medford
Shelley Elkovich, Ashland

Tustin & Gayle Ellison, Applegate
Doug & Donita Everett, Jacksonville
Douglas & Jo Ann Gordenier, Medford
The Grant Family, Central Point

Gerry & Jay Halverson, Jacksonville
Jill & Matt Hokanson, Jacksonville
Que & Maxine Jameson, Jacksonville
Peter Ladue, Medford

Steve & Linda Lane, Ashland

Marshall & Donna Lango, Jacksonville
Jerry & Donnis Lausmann, Medford
Porter & Corinne Lombard, Medford
Charles & Joan Long, Jacksonville
Kathy & John Loram, Ashland

Ross Lovington, Medford

Walter & Beverly Marquess, Medford
David & Adelia Maurer, Medford
Lorraine McDonald & Michael Davis, Jacksonville
Charles & Nancy Newman, Medford
Mike & Marie Piccarret, Tucson
Douglas & Laura Richmond, Medford
Philip & Arlene Sadlier, Jacksonville
Bruce & Leslie Sargent, Ashland

Mike & Kristin Schwartz, Jacksonville
Robert & Judy Scott, Medford

Dr. James & Alice Sours, Medford
Thomas & Eleanor Spatz, Medford
Birgitte Spivey & Family & Curt Spivey, Medford
Dr. Thomas & Anne Upton, Medford
Tom & Vicky Van Saun, Jacksonville
Lisa Veri, Jacksonville

Estelle & Jim Voeller, Ashland

FAMILY/PIONEER ¢ $50
Warren & Charleen Brown, Butte Falls
Hazel Colvig, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
William & Terri Frohnmayer, Salem
John & Mary Kay Harmon, Medford
Wesley & Mona Hartman, Jacksonville
William & Ethel Hedrick, Roseburg
Donald Higinbotham, Grants Pass
James & Marianne Key, Medford

Dr. John & Kathie Ordal, Medford
Robert & Amelia Semon, Jacksonville, CA
Steve & Carrie Vincent, Central Point

INDIVIDUAL o $35

Paul Anderson, Talent

Ann Butte, Jacksonville

Barbara Crawford, Medford
Aileen Earnest, Jacksonville
Arthur Eggleston, Klamath Falls
Bill Elhart, Medford

William Emerson, Ashland
Jean Garman Gibbons, Medford
Pat Gordon, Jacksonville
Martha Grieve, Lebanon

Beth Hartlerode, Central Point
Bill Hooper, Grants Pass
Maxine Jackson, £agle Point
Barbara Jones, Medford

Molly & Larry Kerr, Medford
Vonna Kline, Eugene

Betty Jo Krug, Medford

Robert & Erma Kyle, Medford

Vera Lashua, Ashland

William Lawrence, Ashland

Jean & Mark Libante, Phoenix
Kathryn Lundquist, Medford

Alice Matheny, Applegate

Dr. William Matthews, Medford
Jared Murray, Jacksonville

George Newburn, Hermosa Beach, CA
Mary Ruth Niccolls, Medford
Gertrude Nurre, Jacksonville
Kathleen & Eric Oyler, Ashland
Robert & Jo Ann Peters, Medford
Ruth Preston, Medford

Mary Ragland, Ashland

C. Richardson, Medford

Margaret Ripley, Grants Pass

Mike Roberts, Vancouver, WA
Charles Scott, Medford

Anne Seaman, Ashland

Richard Seidman & Rachael Resch, Ashland
Lonny & Sue Slack, Ashland

Elaine Speare, Medford

Michael Thirkill, Talent

Lois Tokar, Medford

Nicki Toomey, Medford

Mary Vandenberg, Medford
Genevieve Wood, Ashland

Gene & Debra Ziesmer, White City

INDIVIDUAL/PIONEER o $35
Michael Criswell, Amity

Sharon Duggan, Berkeley, CA

John Enders, Ashland

Isabel Goode, Jacksonville

Seely Hall Jr., Juneau, AK

Ruth Harrington, Central Point
Robert Hayes, Newport Beach, CA
Sharon & James Marston, Medford
Donna & Lee Niedermeyer, Medford
B. Ellen Owens, Medford

Mavis Peters, Bigfork, MT

Jim Reimers, Saratoga, CA

Leah Ritchey, Medford

Stephen Sanford, Medford

Jane Stewart, Mill Valley, CA
Katherine Wilkinson, Portland, OR

SUBSCRIBER e $35

Lane Community College Library, Eugene
Woodburn Public Library, Woodburn
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, W/

Donors
FINANCIAL

Al &Kay Alsing, Ashland

Greg Applen, Medford

Vern & Marti Arnold, Medford

Janet Baker, Medford

Dennis & Judith Barr, Medford
Eugene Bennett, Jacksonville

Stacey & David Boals, Medford

Carl & Retha Brophy, Medford

Bruce & Vicki Anne Bryden, Medford
Monte & Dave Campbell, Eugene
Carpenter Foundation, Medford
Jerrilee Carter, Oracle, AZ

Jack & Nancy Day, Medford

Bill Dickey, Portland

Judi Drais, Medford

Bruce & Jeanette Eliason, Medford
Doug & Donita Everett, Jacksonville
Dr. Paul & Sara Foster, Medford

Ron Frost, Medford

Gold Diggers Guild Of SOHS, Jacksonville
Kay Green & Robert Nelson, Central Point
Martha Grieve, Lebanon

Robert & Patricia Heffernan Jr., Medford
Lamb Foundation, Lake Oswego

L.D. Josephson, Gold Hill

Jean Kircher, Tigard

Jeff Lalande, Ashland

Janet Lane, Grants Pass

Vera Lashua, Ashland

Theodora Lilligren, Medford

Ross Lovington, Medford

A

Judy Hanshue-Lozano & Robert Lozano,
Butte Falls

Flora MacCracken, Talent

Nancy McGrath, Medford

Lola Milhoan, Medford

Karen Mitchell & Robert Thompson, Jacksonville

Helene Ogle, Medford

Howard & Charlotte Owens, Dallas

Shiena Polehn, Medford

Dale & Charlie Pruett, Medford

Al & Shirley South, Medford

Jane Stewart, Mill Valley

Doris Sutherlin, Medford

Patricia Taylor, Yuma, AZ

Medford Fabrication, Medford

Ben Trowbridge, Shelton, WA

Mary Vandenberg, Medford

Edie Vinson, Grants Pass

Janet Walker, Selma

Claude-Marie Ward, Ashland

Dr. Robert & Joanne Wilcox, Central Point

IN KIND
Deli Down
Rogue Disposal and Recycling Inc.

The Collections

Thank you to the many people and organizations who
have contributed to the collections over the last
three months.

GENERAL

Allen Alsing

Bob Bauman

William Donker

Mildred Elder

Betty Eri

Janet Gibbons

Lillian Hults

Peggyann Hutchinson
Jackson County Library
John Jackson

Jeff Lalande, U.S. Forest Service
Jill Livingston

Donald Neilson

John Patton

CH. Redmond

Ruth Remy

Sonia J. Revitt

Donita Robertson

Dorothy Rosenberger
Aubrey Sander

Carlos Schwantes

Larry Smith, Jacksonville Woodlands Assoc.
Marjory Smith

Southern Oregon University
Walter Taylor

Richard Werner

Cynthia Wicklund

EDUCATION

Winnette Bergstrom

William Donker

Janet Gibbons

Larry Smith, Jacksonville Woodlands Assoc.

Southern Oregon Historical
Society Foundation
ENDOWMENT FUND

John & Barbara Allman, Jacksonville
Lois Curtner, Wilsonville

Anne Decker, Ashland

John & Mary Kay Harmon, Medford
Phoebe Staples, Eugene
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Doar Friends.

Thank you to the scores of folks who responded so generously to our Annual
Contributors Fund appeal by giving donations to Southern Oregon Historical
Society above and beyond your membership. If you haven’t donated to the Fund
yet, it’s not too late!

Your contributions will help the Society provide a variety of services and
programs in the coming year, such as organizing the Children’s Heritage Fair in
March, offering Living History programs at Beekman House this summer, and
continuing to preserve the precious buildings, artifacts and photos that document
the history of our region. Mail your Annual Contributors Fund donation to

SOHS, 106 N. Central Ave., Medford, OR 97501.

Welcome back to the many people who have re-joined the Society as members
in the past few months. We appreciate the vote of confidence your renewals
represent. Please know that the staff and Board and volunteers are working
diligently to be worthy of your trust and to fulfill the Society’s mission effectively
yet frugally.

And welcome to the new members who have joined recently. Thank you for
believing that History Matters!

Sincerely,

Richard Seidman
Development Coordinator

In November, the Arts Council of Southern Oregon honored the Southern Oregon
Historical Society with its Educational Organization of 2003 Award. The Arts
Council expressed particular appreciation “that hands-on educational programs for
childven ave at the heart of SOHS activities.”
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This achievement was made possible because of the faithful support
of our members and the dedicated efforts of our staff and volunteers.

CONGRATULATIONS, EVERYONE!

Membership Benefits

Memberships last one year.
ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS:
% Free admission to all SOHS museums and sites.

+ Subscription to Southern Oregon Heritage
Today quarterly magazine.

% Subscription to History Matters! monthly
newsletter.

« 10% discount at the History Store in Jacksonville.

% Free admission card to 16 Pacific Northwest
children’s museums.

+ Reciprocal benefits through “Time Travelers,” a
network of more than 100 historical societies
and museums around the country.

+ Discounts on workshops, programs, and special
events.

< Invitations to exhibit previews and members-only
events.

< Ability to vote for Board of Trustees.

+ The satisfaction of supporting your historical
society.

Membership Categories:

INDIVIDUAL « $35

FAMILY « $50

PATRON « $100

CURATOR « $200
Includes all basic benefits plus recognition in Annual
Report and Southern Oregon Heritage Today.

DIRECTOR « $500
Includes all of the above benefits plus unlimited
guest privileges.

HISTORIAN'S CIRCLE » $1,000
Includes all of the above benefits plus invitations
to exclusive Historian's Circle events, and private
tours with Executive Director and exhibit curators.

LIFETIME « $2,500
Includes all of the above benefits.

BUSINESS » $§250
Includes subscriptions, recognition in Annual
Report and Southern Oregon Heritage Today, and
10% discount for all employees on memberships,
admissions and History Store purchases.

Become a member by:
PHone » (541) 773-6536, ext. 226

Fax o (541) 776-7994
Wes « www.sohs.org

MaiL ¢ SOHS Membership
106 N. Central Avenue
Medford, OR 97501




Southern Oregon Historical Society
(541) 773-6536
www.sohs.org

Fax (541) 776-7994
e-mail info@sohs.org

MUSEUMS AND SITES

HisTORY CENTER
RESEARCH LIBRARY
106 N. Central, Medford

JACKSONVILLE MUSEUM
THE HiSTORY STORE

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
5th and G, Jacksonville

HANLEY FARM
1053 Hanley Rd., Hwy 238, Central Point

C.C. BEEKMAN HOUSE
California & Laurelwood, Jacksonville

C.C. BEEKMAN BANK
3rd & California, Jacksonville

U.S. HoTEL

3rd & California, Jacksonville
UPSTAIRS ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR RENT

CATHOLIC RECTORY
4th & C, Jacksonville
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106 North Central Avenue
Medford, Oregon 97501-5926
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S“ﬂlham OFEEUH Hlmnm Sﬂﬂiew Mlsmﬂ to collect, preserve, research, and interpret the

artifacts and documents that connect us to the past. Through exhibitions, historic sites, a research
library, educational programs, publications, and outreach, the Society creates opportunities to explore
the history that has shaped Southern Oregon.
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