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the normally tranquil Medford Airport was transformed into 
an operational United States Army Air Corps base. On August 

By William Alley 

planes from reaching their intended target. The morning's second 
mission was an attack on a simulated munitions dump at the 

14, twenty-two trucks from 
the recently dedicated H amilton 
Field, near San Raphael, 
California, arrived at the Medford 
Airport. Under the direction 
of Major D evereau M. Myer, 
commander of the ground 
support unit of the Thirty-first 
Bombing Squadron, a tent city 
mushroomed near the new 
terminal building. Nearly fifty 
tents were erected and included 
a hospital, mess, machine shops, 
radar and communications, and 
sleeping quarters for the men. 
Arrangements were also made 
to provide city water for showers 
and sanitation as well as to 
provide garbage pick-up'! 
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Dunsmuir Airport. Mterwards 
the squadron turned north for 
a raid on Lake of the Woods and 
Grants Pass before returning to 
Medford.4 

One of the Martin aircraft 
was especially equipped for blind 
fl ying. Instruments on board 
were used to determine the 
plane's position utilizing the 
United Airline system of radio 
beacons while the pilot flew 
the plane with a hood on. For 
safety, a second pilot was along 
keeping a watchful eye out.s 

All of this activity was in 
preparation for the arrival on At top: Medford photographer Vern Shangle took this panoramic view of the 
August 18 of the airplanes from sprawling tent camp set up at the Medford airport in August 1935 to accommodate 
the Thirty-first Bombing a visit by the Army Air Corps' Thirty-first Bombing Squadron. Above: Martin B-lO 
Squadron. The Thirty-first bombers are parked in front of the Medford airport hanger. The bombers, advanced 
Squadron was conducting a for their time, soon were made obsolete by the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress. 

Not all the time in the 
Rogue Valley was spent in 
training. The local Chamber of 
Commerce saw to it that there 
was ample opportunity for the 
airmen to enjoy our region's 
recreational highlights. A large 
stag dinner for the officers was 
held at the Medford Hotel, 
and a committee made up of 
Floyd Hart, Heine Flurher, series of exercises up and down SOHS#6919 AND #961 

the Pacific Coast simulating wartime conditions operating out of 
unfamiliar locations. While at Medford the squadron would 
conduct a series of simulated raids on such "targets" as Salem, 
Grants Pass, and Dunsmuir, California. 

Southern Oregon's residents had long demonstrated an ardent 
interest in aviation, and the arrival of the Thirty-first Squadron 
proved to be no exception. An estimated 2,500 people were on 
hand on the morning of the eighteenth to wi tness the arrival of 
the squadron. Thirteen aircraft, including nine "huge" Martin B-
10 bombers under the overall command of Major H.D. Smith, 
touched down at eleven a.m. The new Martin bombers generated 
a great deal of interest. They were the firs t all-metal monoplane 
bombers produced for the United States Army, and, with a 
maximum speed of 207 miles per hour, could evade any pursuit 
craft then in production. This innovative design had earned the 
Collier aviation trophy for the B-I0's manufacturer, the Glen L. 
Martin Company.2 

Monday, August 19, was spent settling in in the tent city. The 

and Mayor G.W. Porter arranged such diversions for the men as 
fishing, trap shooting, and badminton. The final day of the 
squadron's visit was spent on a junket to nearby Crater Lake.6 

With the completion of the simulated attacks, the planes of the 
Thirty-first Squadron departed, leaving for H amilton Field on 
Saturday, August 24. The ground crew remained behind, requiring 
an additional couple of days to pack up their tent city. Their 
loaded trucks headed south the following Monday. 

Medford had made a favorable impression on the men from the 
Thirty-first Bombing Squadron, and the drill s were deemed a 
complete success. The importance of the mission, as stated by Major 
Myer, was "to gather data as to the time elements, equipment and 
supplies for the operation of the newly formed squadron. ... This 
logistical data," the major continued, "will be used in recommending 
the establishment of new tables of equipment for the Air Force." 

The immediate benefits of these maneuvers, however, would be 
short-lived. The introduction of the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress in 
1936 soon made the once cutting-edge Martin B-I0s obsolete.? I 

bomber pilots and crew also conducted a series of familiarization . . .. . . . 
flights over the surrounding area. The training plan for the WzlltamAlley zs a hzstorzan and archIvIst. 

remainder of the week consisted of two sorties each day, with the 
pilots flying one and the co-pilots flying the other. Although 
visitors were welcome at most times, the airport itself was closed 
off during the actual operational periods. A formal open house on 
Wednesday saw an excess ofl,500 visitors at the temporary base.3 

Maneuvers began in earnest on Tuesday. Early that morning the 
nine bombers, laden with sand-filled dummy bombs weighing 
between 300 and 2,000 pounds, left for a simulated attack on 
Salem's airport. Unexpected head winds, however, prevented the 
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By BiUMiller 

"'lw'a,~ j~;~rn in '~ :alif~:rnia - .. , 
in Riverside"California, which ,is 0Ut east 
0f Los Angeles. ... I wen't to Stanford 
University am! then I got cut and went into 
Ithe war:Went baek to Stanf0r/ll1 after the wrur 
and when I was finished' J w6rked for a year 
in San Francisco and then carne 4phere."a 

lR@her:tson"00llins s§1d0ml saidmQre. about 
his-early life-; 

R'obbi~!Zollins stands ·inside ,the U:S. lrIotel, in 
~acksonville, whi€h Ih-e phIYed a':leading role 
in preserving. 
SOlIS #K-16257 

With his 1948 arrivalinJacks0n Ce.unty, 
he 'Drought "an intereSt in architeGture that 
had n0 directi0n." Over the next decade he 
'Wou).d: .mnd !}Us. bear,ings ap.d iVery S00P 
ruseover his personal crusade-historic 
preservation.2 

"it was in 'the Ilumber re-,manufa.<::turing 
b.usiness,;,with ,my"brbther. We took waste 

w00d . from the giant sawmills and ... we 
turned it into ,specialty w00dproduc'ts. We 
were just trying to make a living but, looking 
bad, ,of course we were in the ,consenration 
business, too:"3 

''By the time I mqved to Jacksonville, I 
was ge.tting interested ,in presenration .... and 
soon after that there was an ann0uneement 
of a pmposal to put a big highway diagoa!lily 
across ab0ut ,eight ,city, Dlo~ in, the city, and 
that stirred me .... Not a~ that moment, I 
must admit, out of a sense of history, b\Jt just 
that ![ really didrit w.u1t a feur..!lane roaal that 
close to my new home."4 

"A group J!)f us took it up ~s a challenge . 
... I weht east to get media, a~verage (i)f this 

.l ~ 

terrib'l~ thing that waS going to happen. ... 
We fought the highway d~partment 'over 
that highway issue and it was stopp.ed. . .. 
L0Cal people weh!\d been sparring. with 
said, 'O.K. You've save<il the' town, pow 
what are you going to do with ,it?' T-h~t was 
when r had to g0 ,think ab0ut g0ing to work 
for1lriscQmmunity:~ 

It Was then that Collins .re~d what was 
at stake. Jacksonville hacd! [est popmlation te 
Medford over the early half of the twentieth 
eentur.y andIll.any of its early 188Q and 1890 
buil$'lin,gs wers fi.-,.0zen in, time. 

''It's '~ften said in preseFVati~n th~t poverty 
~s ~e fr,ien~ '0f pres.ervation. N0t that 
Ja0~~hWl'e was that mue}ll 0f a ip0verty 
center, but there wasri't new investment 
g0ing"on o:v:er there" so there was, n0 €hange . 
... It 'be€arne sort of a. full-time corrupitment 
of mine and a lot of vohmteer enthusiasm ,on 
,my ,part be.cause it meant takin,g a 
community that was not deacl' but you might 
say dormant, and challenging it to develop 
its own, sense .0f pride."6 
"Th~ peopl~ of Jacksonville. didn't have 

any pFide. They thoqght they were living in 
a bad t0wn. A town that wasnlt ,important'''7 

Rebuilding aommUP-ity pride began with 
the Jacks0nWle B00sters Qlub; startiP-g 
slowly with Hallowee-n parties, Clp.:is'tmas 
decoration c0ntests and Easter egg hunts. 
Then ,earne face-torface ,fimcd-raising, at 
le~es and community potluGk dinn~rs. By 
Febru~ 1964, Collins Wa§ one of seven 
trustees 0n the newly f0mned Jacks0nville 
Trust for Historic Preservation. Their first 
project was to be the "rehabilitati0n ,of the 
U. S. Botel, reconst:ruction and1easing."8 

The following year, Collins, as chairman 
of the Ja0ks0nville Properties for Histori~ 
Preservation, announced t!~t the gr0Up 
had raised funds to purchase the U. S. 
Hotel and to ,bring it u,p ,to c<'tde. The U. S. 
National Bank of Portland agreed to' place 
a branch in the restored hotel and, as part 
of its ,eontribution to the rest0l1ation 
project, prepaid ten years' rent. 1Ihey even 
agreed to make the branch a replica of an 
early 190(i)s tbank.9 

Collins had become a pra~tical 
preservationist "The small-t0Wfl businessman, 
unsure that ,preservation can be Ipr0fiuable, 



but awar~ that i~ is exp~nsive, is usually 
~ ,reluotaat pructicipaJlt in pres~rvation 
projects. His insecw;i:1f}' ~s 'best ,oveCC0me by 
the advice and! guidance of experts," 
Collins said in a Ispee€h. ao 

"G>Nerall it's a very happy success story 
0f people who have ~!:atned how to make 
.moneyout of historic preser,vation, utilizing 
what was there. ... I <tlllnk of myself as a 
futw:ist. My intere,st in the past really stems 
from ,a aesire, ,qr an arlxiety" to be sure that 
tclle future nas ~examples of excellence out 
of oJ].t 1hist@ry . ... ')!ake ap,'ol(l buil'ding that 
na& '@ne .'GrigittaJi us~, and put it ,to ,a, 
€c;)nte~p0raIJ'~se .... ~jtlUnk preservation is 
a Ipart 0f 0ut' dynamic, daay living: we erijoy 
looking at these ,old: buildings and they are 
,eton0mic assetst0 '6ur comm)l11ities. "11 

"I'm nQt opposed to progress; I think 
p!.eseryation}s a very""progressive idJ!a .... I 
certa.ii1ly have 'no pro~lero with the fact 

"Overall its a very 
happy success story of 

people who have 
learned how to make 
money out of historic 

preservation, utilizing 
what was there. » 

that some. 'buildings should be torn down . 
... The only crit~ria I use ~ a rough one, is 
what's going to be the ,replacement and 
what will the <,!ualitypf that replacement 
be? If you're going to tear it down to make 
;j: parking!l!'>t aut of it, I clon't ,think we 
needl more' par~g il6,fS ,in this worled'. I 
<'l0n't ,tllink we G~ squander the res0urces 
0f tearing <!lawn' 01d" 'buildings-old 
buildings are 'a resource, the brick, the 
building, th0se ,~ngs are valuable."12 

As Collins was karning the ropes of 
historic preservation his part-time h0bby 
became afull-tiine obsession. In August 
1967 Jacksonville w~s designated a National 
Historic Landmark, and because of lhis 
expeIitis,e,the'w@rlCl \;>~gan to take note.1(3 

"R0hler.tson 'iJ!{0b1>i."e' (Collins, a bachelor of 
means and b0B ,vivant wlio lives amidst 
aeirl00Jlls in: a ~ed ,~riGk building ,tllat ,0nce 
hous~.cl' the W~ Fa,fg0 o1:lice, speaks for 
,the 'prese~tionists/ " reported the Eugene 
Register @uard. il4 

Collins spen~ tWo y~~s as a West Coast 
advis!l)r of the Natioria'l 'Frost for Historic 

Preservation and then" in the early 197-0s, 
was ,Ch0$en ,as a hoara member. :Duri.qg his 
el~ven7'ear tenure he began to, serv~ ,on 
man)'" m0re local, state and! nati0nal historic 
boards, inc!uding a term as a trustee 0f th(: 
Southern Oregon Historical Society.15 

Retirement took Collins around the world 
as a le~tr and preservationexpe~. Asked 
to' speak ~t a h~tage conference, in Bangkok, 
Thailand, in 19'79, Colliris foun~ a new 
0udet f0r 'his passion. "This mix of t.QUJ:ist 
devel~pment and heritage 'conservation Ipas 
been ~ sp-ecial iaterest 0£ mine," he said. 
W~e ~ ,nevei: forgetting Illis r00tS in 

Jacksonville, <C:0llins soon made his hllifile 
in 8mgap0re. Fr0m there he contiJlueclt his 
travels. He returned often to S'outhern 
Oregon, vitally ,interested in the town that 
started him on his crusade. 

H!s_, Ja~! Ioca! project, it.! £artn~!2hl. 
with~ his' friend Marshall Lango, was the 
~onstruc~~n of two replica buildings from 
Jacksonville's earliest days. They agreed 
the project would! be c0mpIete wh~h an 
.0rigiaat ;lam,pp0st was re_stor~cii" to ,tne 
e0r,neF 0£1!1hi.rd andiCalif0rnia streets , - . . . . .,. --0/"-

_ "The ipr0ject was finished the day 'Re 
rued,"sai€lLango. "We 100ked up and the 
light was OJl."16 

Eighty-one-year-old Robertson Collins 
die_d lin Sihgapore on May 23, 2003. The 
worM will miss him, and so will we. The 
ligHts he lit continue to guide us. 

"We ~ve to reali~e that in 'o,ur daily: 
lives we ~e surrounded by things, of 
qua1it¥~~I,thiqgs' of-history," he onc~ s~d. 
"We sh0vJ;d identify them' and try tb' save 
th~m.jjil.7 

Robertson E. C0llins was posthumously 
given the first annual Southern Oregoll 
Her~tage Award on August 17, 2003,' for 
his outstaJlding commitment to preservation 
and the promotion o£ history .• 

Bill Miller is 'a l?istorian with the Southem 
Oregon f.:list{Jrictil Society. 
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M~ill~H~ni~ Matt~r~! 

~~ar rri~nn~, 
The Southern Oregon Historical 
Society is the proud steward of 
countless treasures that comprise 
our collection of historical artifacts and photos. It takes a different kind of 
treasure, though, to gather and preserve this collection, in addition to presenting 
diverse educational programs and operating and maintaining several historic 
facilities. That treasure is you, our members. 

In the face of severe budget cutbacks, the Society must now ask more of its 
members. For the first time in five years, we are raising membership fees. The 
new membership structure is now more in line with that of similar museums and 
historical societies. It is also more streamlined to make it simpler to understand 
and administer. Please see the box to the right for the new benefits and categories. 

YOUR SOCIETY NOW NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT MORE THAN EVER IN ORDER TO: 

.:. Create a new exhibit in the History Center, "Celebrating Flight: A History of 
Aviation in Southern Oregon," in conjunction with national celebrations in 
honor of the centennial of the Wright Brothers' first flight. 

.:. Create new exhibits for the Jacksonville Museum of Southern Oregon History 
and the Children's Museum. 

.:. Expand our "Acorns and Arrowheads" and "Oregon Trail" educational 
programs in elementary schools. 

.:. Increase History Outreach Program offerings . 

• :. H old special events at H anley Farm . 

• :. Restore the Hanley Farm farmhouse and historic barns . 

• :. Reopen Beekman House . 

• :. O rganize the Children's Heritage Fair for all area fourth graders . 

• :. Coordinate National History Day events . 

• :. M aintain and add to our collections . 

• :. Continue operating the Research Library . 

• :. Restore the second floor of the Jacksonville Museum to its original 
courthouse appearance . 

• :. Maintain historic structures in Jacksonville including the U.S. H otel, the 
Beekman House, the Beekman Bank, and the Catholic Rectory . 

• :. Run the History Store in Jacksonville . 

• :. Publish the quarterly Southern Oregon Heritage Today magazine and the 
monthly History M atters! newsletter. 

As you can see, this is an ambitious agenda. And all of these activities require 
funding. Thank you for helping to make history and preserve history by 
renewing your membership, giving gift memberships, becoming a new member, 
and giving additional donations. Your historical society treasures you. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Seidman 
Development Coordinator 
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Southern Oregon Historical Society 

(541) 773-6536 
w ww . s ohs.o r g 

Fax (541) 776-7994 

e-mail info@sohs.org 

MUSEUMS AND SITES 

HISTORY CENTER 

106 N. Central, Medford 
TuES-Fru o 9 AM to5 PM 

SAT ° 10 AM to 4 PM 

RESEARCH LIBRARY 

106 N. Central, Medford 
TuES-FRl o 1to5 PM 

JACKSONVILLE MUSEUM 
CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 

5th and C,jacksonville 
WED - SAT ° 11 AM to 4 PM 

HANLEY FARM 
1053 Hanley Road, Central Point 

(CLOSED FOR THE SEASON) 

C.C. BEEKMAN HOUSE 

California & Laurelwood, Jacksonville 
(CLOSED FOR THE SEASON) 

C.C. BEEKMAN BANK 
3rd & California, Jacksonville 

THE HISTORY STORE 
3rd & California,jacksonville 
WED - SAT ° 10 AM to 5 PM 

CALL FOR SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS DURlNG 

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 

THIRD STREET ARTISANS' 
STUDIO 

3rd & California, Jacksonville 
SAT ° 11 AM to 4 PM 

u.S. HOTEL 
3rd & California, Jacksonville 

UPSTAIRS ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

CATHOLIC RECTORY 
4th & C, Jacksonville 

• 

' W t: .. ~~ 
SOUTHERN ==== HISTORICAL 

OREGON •••• SOCIETY -
106 N orth Cent ral Avenue 

Medford. Oregon 97501-5926 

Ja<lk.son' (~unty ( ourthol,lse (lupola. 

~ ~ntfi ~rn ~r~[~n Hi~t~ri ~ ~l ~~ ~i ~tJ Mi~ ~i ~n: to collect, preserve, research, and interpret the 

artifacts and documents that connect us to the past. Through exhibitions, historic sites, a research 

library, educational programs, publications, and outreach, the Society creates opportunities to explore 

the history that has shaped Southern Oregon. 
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