


By BillMiller

| was born in Galifornia

in Riverside, California, which is out east
of Los Angeles. ... I went to Stanford
University and then I got cut and went into
the war. Went back to Stanford after the war
and when I was finished I worked for a year
in San Francisco and then came up here.”!

Robertson Collins seldom said more about
his early life.

Robbie Collins stands inside the U.S. Hotel in
Jacksonville, which he played a leading role
in preserving.
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With his 1948 arrival in Jackson County,
he brought “an interest in architecture that
had no direction.” Over the next decade he
would find his bearings and very soon
discover his personal crusade—historic
preservation.2

“I 'was in the lumber re-manufacturing
business with my brother. We took waste
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wood from the giant sawmills and ... we
turned it into specialty wood products. We
were just trying to make a living but, looking
back, of course we were in the conservation
business, t00.”3

“By the time I moved to Jacksonville, I
was getting interested in preservation. ... and
soon after that there was an announcement
of‘a proposal to put a big highway diagonally
across about eight city blocks in the city; and
that stirred me. ... Not at that moment, I
must admit, out of a sense of history; but just
that I really didn't want a four-lane road that
close to my new home.”™

“A group of us took it up as a challenge.
... I went east to get media coverage of this
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terrible thing that was going to happen. ...
We fought the highway department over
that highway issue and it was stopped. ...
Local people we had been sparring with
said, ‘O.K. You've saved the town, now
what are you going to do with it?’ That was
when I had to go think about going to work
for this community.”

It was then that Collins realized what was
at stake. Jacksonville had lost population to
Medford over the early half of the twentieth
century and many of its early 1880 and 1890
buildings were frozen in time.

“It’s often said in preservation that poverty
is the friend of preservation. Not that
Jacksonville was that much of a poverty
center, but there wasn't new investment
going on over there, so there was no change.
... It became sort of a full-time commitment
of mine and a lot of volunteer enthusiasm on
my part because it meant taking a
community that was not dead but you might
say dormant, and challenging it to develop
its own sense of pride.”®

“The people of Jacksonville didn't have
any pride. They thought they were living in
a bad town. A town that wasn’t important.”7

Rebuilding community pride began with
the Jacksonville Boosters Club; starting
slowly with Halloween parties, Christmas
decoration contests and Easter egg hunts.
Then came face-to-face fund-raising at
lectures and community potluck dinners. By
February 1964, Collins was one of seven
trustees on the newly formed Jacksonville
Trust for Historic Preservation. Their first
project was to be the “rehabilitation of the
U. S. Hotel, reconstruction and leasing.”

The following year, Collins, as chairman
of the Jacksonville Properties for Historic
Preservation, announced that the group
had raised funds to purchase the U. S.
Hotel and to bring it up to code. The U. S.
National Bank of Portland agreed to place
a branch in the restored hotel and, as part
of its contribution to the restoration
project, prepaid ten years’ rent. They even
agreed to make the branch a replica of an
early 1900s bank.?

Collins had become a practical
preservationist. “The small-town businessman,
unsure that preservation can be profitable,



but aware that it is expensive, is usually
a reluctant participant in preservation
projects. His insecurity is best overcome by
the advice and guidance of experts,”
Collins said in a speech.10

“Overall it’s a very happy success story
of people who have learned how to make
money out of historic preservation, utilizing
what was there. ... I think of myself as a
futurist. My interest in the past really stems
from a desire, or an anxiety, to be sure that
the future has examples of excellence out
of our history. ... Take an old building that
had one original use, and put it to a
contemporary use. ... I think preservation is
a part of our dynamic, daily living: we enjoy
looking at these old buildings and they are
economic assets to our communities.”!1

“I'm not opposed to progress; I think
preservation is a very progressive idea. ... I
certainly have no problem with the fact

that some buildings should be torn down.
... The only criteria I use as a rough one, is
what’s going to be the replacement and
what will the quality of that replacement
be? If you're going to tear it down to make
a parking lot out of it, I don't think we
need more parking lots in this world. I
don’t think we can squander the resources
of tearing down old buildings—old
buildings are a resource, the brick, the
building, those things are valuable.”12

As Collins was learning the ropes of
historic preservation his part-time hobby
became a full-time obsession. In August
1967 Jacksonville was designated a National
Historic Ilandmark, and because of his
expertise, the world began to take note.13

“Robertson ‘Robbie’ Collins, a bachelor of
means and bon vivant who lives amidst
heirlooms in a red brick building that once
housed the Wells Fargo office, speaks for
the ‘preservationists, ” reported the Eugene
Register Guard.1

Collins spent two years as a West Coast
advisor of the National Trust for Historic

Preservation and then, in the early 1970s,
was chosen as a board member. During his
eleven-year tenure he began to serve on
many more local, state and national historic
boards, including a term as a trustee of the
Southern Oregon Historical Society.15

Retirement took Collins around the world
as a lecturer and preservation expert. Asked
to speak at a heritage conference, in Bangkok,
Thailand, in 1979, Collins found a new
outlet for his passion. “This mix of tourist
development and heritage conservation has
been a special interest of mine,” he said.

While never forgetting his roots in
Jacksonville, Collins soon made his home
in Singapore. From there he continued his
travels. He returned often to Southern
Oregon, vitally interested in the town that
started him on his crusade.

His last local project, in partnership
with his friend Marshall Lango, was the
construction of two replica buildings from
Jacksonville’s earliest days. They agreed
the project would be complete when an
original lamppost was restored to the
corner of Third and California streets.

“The project was finished the day he
died,” said Lango. “We looked up and the
light was on.”16

Eighty-one-year-old Robertson Collins
died in Singapore on May 23, 2003. The
world will miss him, and so will we. The
lights he lit continue to guide us.

“We have to realize that in our daily
lives we are surrounded by things of
quality and things of history,” he once said.
“We should identify them and try to save
them.”17

Robertson E. Collins was posthumously
given the first annual Southern Oregon
Heritage Award on August 17, 2003, for
his outstanding commitment to preservation
and the promotion of history. &

Bill Miller is a historian with the Southern
Oregon Historical Society.
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Name that Object begins on Page 58

I

This potato ricer was used'to make
cooked potatoes into rice-sized bits
instead of mashed: It was also used for
other cooked vegetables.

This shoe shaped holder was used in
the kitchen to hold a whisk.

[lree

If you guesséd an electric egg
cooker, you were “eggsactly”
right!

Toothpicks! The bird’s beak has double
prongs which, when gently squeezed
would pick up'a toothpick.

Hine

Salt and pepper: shakers!
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will support the Southermn Oreg
Historical Society in its we
of collecting, preserving,
interpreting for current
future generations the histe
and heritage of the people
Jackson County.
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subscription to Southern Oregon:
Heritage Today, free admission

Society sites and invitations
wonderful new exhibits
programs.
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Dear Friends

The Southern Oregon Historical
Society is the proud steward of
countless treasures that comprise ——
our collection of historical artifacts and photos. It takes a different kind of
treasure, though, to gather and preserve this collection, in addition to presenting
diverse educational programs and operating and maintaining several historic
facilities. That treasure is you, our members.

In the face of severe budget cutbacks, the Society must now ask more of its [EEEULENILREN A EE T
members. For the first time in five years, we are raising membership fees. The newsletter.
new membership structure is now more in line with that of similar museums and R LR TNl A GICHTE LTI
historical societies. It is also more streamlined to make it simpler to understand + Free admission card to 16 Pacific Northwest

Membership Benefits

Memberships last one year.
ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS:

< Free admission to all SOHS museums and sites.

+ Subscription to Southern Oregon Heritage
Today quarterly magazine.

and administer. Please see the box to the right for the new benefits and categories. children’s museums.
YOUR SOCIETY NOW NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT MORE THAN EVER IN ORDER TO: + Reciprocal benefits through “Time Travelers,” a
network of more than 100 historical societies
+ Create a new exhibit in the History Center, “Celebrating Flight: A History of and museums around the country.

Aviation in Southern Oregon,” in conjunction with national celebrations in
honor of the centennial of the Wright Brothers’ first flight.

% Create new exhibits for the Jacksonville Museum of Southern Oregon History + Invitations to exhibit previews and members-only
and the Children’s Museum. events,

* Expand our “Acorns and Arrowheads” and “Oregon Trail” educational
programs in elementary schools.

+ Discounts on workshops, programs, and special
events.

+ Ability to vote for Board of Trustees.
+ The satisfaction of supporting your historical

+ Increase History Outreach Program offerings. society.

# Hold special events at Hanley Farm. o Membershib Gatesories:

+% Restore the Hanley Farm farmhouse and historic barns. pudlib et il

% Reopen Beekman House. INDIVIDUAL « $35

% Organize the Children’s Heritage Fair for all area fourth graders. FAMILY » $50

% Coordinate National History Day events. PATRON « $100

% Maintain and add to our collections. CURATOR « $200 ‘

% Continue operating the Research Library. Includes all basic benefits plus recognition in Annual ¥

+* Restore the second floor of the Jacksonville Museum to its original Report and Southern Oregon Heritage Today.
courthouse appearance. DIRECTOR » §500

< Maintain historic structures in Jacksonville including the U.S. Hotel, the Includes all of the above benefits plus unlimited
Beekman House, the Beekman Bank, and the Catholic Rectory. guest privileges.

# Run the History Store in Jacksonville. HISTORIAN'S CIRCLE « $1,000

“ Publish the quarterly Southern Oregon Heritage Today magazine and the Includes all of the above benefits plus invitations

monthly History Matters! newsletter. to exclusive Historian's Circle events, and private
tours with Executive Director and exhibit curators.
As you can see, this is an ambitious agenda. And all of these activities require  ESEITS VAR PICAN)
funding. Thank you for helping to make history and preserve history by Includes all of the above benefits.
renewing your membership, giving gift memberships, becoming a new member,

3 - g o od s : BUSINESS ¢ $250
and giving additional donations. Your historical society treasures you.

Includes subscriptions, recognition in Annual

Report and Southern Oregon Heritage Today, and
10% discount for all employees on memberships, e
admissions and History Store purchases.

Sincerely,

Richard Seidman

Development Coordinator




Southern Oregon Historical Society
(541) 773-6536

www.sohs.org

Fax (541) 77677994
e-mail info@sohs.org

MUSEUMS AND SITES

HisToRY CENTER

106 N. Central, Medford
TUES - FRI * 9 am to 5 pm
SAT * 10 am to 4 pm

RESEARCH LIBRARY

106 N. Central, Medford
TUES - FrR1* 1 to 5 pm

JACKSONVILLE MUSEUM
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

5th and C, Jacksonwville
WED - SAT * 11 am to 4 pm

HANLEY FARM

1053 Hanley Road, Central Point
(CLOSED FOR THE SEASON)

C.C. BEEKMAN HoOUSE

California & Laurelwood, Jacksonville
(CLOSED FOR THE SEASON)

C.C. BEEKMAN BANK
3rd & California, Jacksonville

THE HISTORY STORE

3rd & California, Jacksonwille
WED - SAT * 10 am to 5 pm

CALL FOR SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS DURING S ﬂﬂthgﬂl 0r e Elm Hismﬂ G a] S 0 Eiety Mis Siﬂﬂ to collect, preserve, research, and interpret the

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

artifacts and documents that connect us to the past. Through exhibitions, historic sites, a research
THIRD STREET ARTISANS’ library, educational programs, publications, and outreach, the Society creates opportunities to explore

STuplio .
3rd €3 California, Jacksonville the history that has shaped Southern Oregon.

SAT * 11 am to 4 pm

U.S. HoTEL
3rd & California, Jacksonville
UPSTAIRS ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR RENT

CATHOLIC RECTORY
4th & C, Jacksonville
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