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By william Alley 

�"�r�n�~� �~�t�~�l�~�n� fi(: 
D.L. Shartis and the Made in Medford Movies 

�J�~�~�t� �w�n�~� �n�a�~� �~�t�~�l�~�n� �t�n�~� �~�i�~� was an all-consuming question in 
Medford eighty-seven years ago. During the third week of June 1916, Medford 
residents literally lined up to learn the identity of the culprit. This particular 
purloined pastry was hardly a petty matter, for many of Southern Oregon's 
leading citizens were connected to the case in some way or another. 

Of course, "The Stolen Pie" was not actually a crime at all, except perhaps to 
the likes of Roger Ebert. What it was, was a locally produced photoplay inspired 
and filmed by the manager of Medford's Star Theatre, D. L. Shartis. 

Shartis had acquired the lease to the Star in early September 1915. He came 
to town with ten years' experience in the nascent film industry, including a stint 
as a cameraman with the Nestor Film Company, the first of the Hollywood 
movie studios. Known in the industry as a "live-wire showman," Shartis wasted 
litde time in promoting the Star and upgrading its equipment. 

Within weeks of his arrival, Shartis had broken out his hand-cranked motion 
picture camera and began fUming local events, with the intention of exhibiting 
them at his theater along with the Star's regular fare. This first batch of film, 
consisting of 300 feet, was shot primarily at the county fairgrounds. It was 
exhibited at the Star at no extra charge to attract customers. 

In the spring of 1916, Shartis embarked on a more ambitious film project. By 
now the showman had had time to become acquainted with a number of 
Medford residents and was able to enlist a few of them in the creation of a short 
comedy along the lines of those being produced by the popular Keystone studio. 
Among those drawn to this new medium were a number of Medford's younger 
businessmen, including Carl Tengwald and Lowell Zundle. 

Medford's schools were the first subjects shot for this new film. Each Medford 
school was visited and flimed as the students were excused for recess. Shartis 
used some of the special effect techniques learned at Nestor, and some of the 
students at the Washington School would soon see themselves shooting 
backward up the playground slides. As part of the comedic action, the local fire 
brigade and the Perl ambulance were enlisted. As Shartis, assisted by Carl 
Tengwald in the capacity of budding director, shot location scenes, the local fire 
truck would rush to the scene, while the often baffled passersby watched. 

Shartis never lost sight of the fact that the central purpose of his filming was 
to generate business for the Star. When he premiered this second film, 
his advertising grandly billed it "The Biggest, Best and Most Expensive 
Entertainment in the History of Moving Pictures in Medford." In order to keep 
the crowds coming, the flim shot at each of Medford's schools was scheduled for 
a different night throughout the week. 

"Real comedy of the laugh-provoking kind," opined the M edford Mail Tribune, 
which reported that the Star enjoyed over-crowded attendance and 
"manifestations of delight by old and young alike" for the performances. The 
editors of the Medford Sun shared these sentiments as well. "Manager Shartis," 
that paper reported, "is to be congratulated for his splendid work in producing 
the best home-made movies yet to be seen in Medford. The pictures are as clear 
as a bell, and each and every scene is perfect in photography, action and every 
detail. The ambulance run by the Perl undertaking company proved to be the 
most exciting scene of the entire local film." The "Made in Medford" movies 
were clearly enjoyed as much as the regular Hollywood fare they had been 
exhibited with, and all previous attendance records at the Star fell by the wayside. 

.1 �~� 

Spurred on by the popular success of his "Made 
in Medford" movies, Shartis's next project would 
be a complete half-hour comedy, titled "The 
Stolen Pie." The cast of extras comprised some of 
the best-known names in Southern Oregon, 
including Judge Tou Velle, JA. Westerlund, 
"Toggery Bill" Isaacs, Hob Deuel, Walter Bowne, 
Del Getchel, John Mann, and Gus Newbury. 
These and numerous other gentlemen were asked 
to gather at Library Park on Friday, June 2, 1916. 
Shartis also asked that each bring along his wife 
or sweetheart. "If you have no sweetheart," Shartis 
added, "bring your mother or sister or some other 
man's sweetheart." 

"The Stolen Pie" opened with the arrival in a 
"side-door Pullman" of a blond-haired hobo, shot 
on a siding of the old Rogue River Valley Railway. 
There ensues a short chase scene as this itinerant 
eludes the authorities and begins a series of comic 
attempts at panhandling. Mter begging at the 
home of Mrs. John C. Mann, the tramp visits the 
house next door, where Mrs. Katie Emig turns the 
hose on him. 

The tramp then arrives at the scene of the big 
picnic staged at Library Park. More than 100 
local extras were on hand as the tramp sneaks up 
and steals one of the home-baked pies. While 
sitting on the tracks of the Southern Oregon 
Traction Co. to eat his ill-gotten goodies, the 
trolley comes along and sweeps up the tramp on 
the fender. There follows a series of chases, stunts, 
and capers filmed at various locales around town 
as the tramp scales fences, climbs over garages, 
and slides down playground slides. To keep the 
comedy fresh, few scenes were rehearsed; most 
were improvised by the amateur cast. Spontaneity 



..4nOA . .... .. , . 4900 

PEftS<'>NS§;; 6 ., PERSONS 
-'"f;'" "..,- ,.., -. ' .. ' .. ' : . . " 

• ~ ~ t : I ~~ ,~ .. ~ ~'~~ .. !If ~ ';''r , I' ~ ~. , ~; ;l~. ": -J~ , ~. ' I~ " ~ '_.(.~':.' ( .~ l • 

Saw "THE STOL,EN PIE';" . 
}· f 

. ' ',. 1" . • 

Up:tp, last night; The moving picture c~medy iua4ein"l1:ediord by lDeal talent, 
~'ih C. E. Gates, LDwell Z'imdIe and many other locql 'People. 

~ ~;gX ~T N'<)W OR NEVERf as it win never be shown in Medford, again. Whis 
'~~(~ftii~~;;yo'~r .last (t~'a:nce t? se~ .i~!. . There will b~ six ?tfler bIg: reels or;. 
,t{?~y'~ prpgram;, mcludlIlg a srde-sphttu~g Keystone Comedy and MISS: Bbncn 
Sweet iti' a speci'hl booked' P aramount ·produ~tion. Everything big but the 
~. ;i.t oow-TODAY. . 

A Star Theatre advertisement in the July 24, 1916, Medford Mail Tribune urges citizens to come and see 
"The Stolen Pie," a Shartis comedy shot in Medford using Medford citizens as actors. 

MMT JULY 24, 1916 

Above right, Medford businessman Lowell Zundle vamps 
for the camera in bad wig and makeup in character as the 
love interest in 'The Stolen Pie," 

MMT JULY 21.1916 

Opposite: The Star Theatre, shown here in 1912, was one of 
Medford's early silent movie houses. When D.L. Shartis 
acquired the lease in 1915, he set out to boost attendance 
by screening clips of film footage he had shot around town. 
SOHS#9717 

Below, Medford Mayor C.E. "Pop" Gates, second from the 
right, poses outside the Medford train station with his 
family, from left, daughter Laura, wife Leah, son George, 
and daughter Marie in 1917. Gates played the itinerant 
tramp who stole the pie in Shartis's movie. 
SOHS# 9379. 

was also an integral part of Shartis's feature, and many of these scenes, according 
to reports in the Meciford Sun, were filmed without everyone's knowledge. "If you 
hear curious noises, or anyone climbing your back fence, jumping off the wood 
shed or garage," residents were assured, "you need not be alarmed, as the movie 
actor may strike your place at any moment." 

Leading the forces of order in the attempt to apprehend the thief is the story's 
hero, played by Carl Tengwald. The ingenue lead was played by Lowell Zundle 
in campy makeup and a bad wig. And in the role of the itinerant tramp, the yegg 
who stole the pie, was C.E. "Pop" Gates, who the following year would be elected 
mayor of Medford. Gates's performance resulted in his being favorably compared 
to William Farnum and Charlie Chaplain. 

"The Stolen Pie" premiered at the Star on June 18, 1916, and was an instant 
hit; by the end of the week more than 5,000 had paid to see it. Shartis was 
ready to begin filming another short the following week, but accepted an offer 
to sell his lease to the Star to George Hunt. Shartis then returned to his native 
Alabama, presumably taking his movies with him, and putting an end to the 
budding film careers of some of Medford's leading citizens. t 
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NAME THAT 

OBJECT 

ANSWERS. 

Name that Object begins on page 5. 

~n~ 
Magneto-Electric Machine. Yes, the answer 
is quite shockingl Used for nervous diseases 
it was considered quite scientific before 
and after the Civil War. Electrotherapy was 
used to treat inflammations, fevers, bruises, 
sprains, contracted muscles, toothache, and 
even lack of energyl 

Tw~ 
Calling card case. In the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, visits were 
usually planned in advance. Good 
manners demanded that a card be 
presented, to either arrange a call 
or announce the visitor's arrival. 

T~r~~ 
Foot warmer. Used on carriage 
rides, the punched tin door and 
sides allowed enough room to 
hold an earthenware cup inside, 
which contained hot coals. 

f~lr 
Ballot box. Votes were slid into the 
hole in the front and removed by 
opening the hinged door on top. 

fin 
SAF-T-CRATE, a shipping crate for eggs. 
This box was designed to ensure the 
safe transport of eggs. 

Gussied Up 

presents 

s h ion 

SATURDAY,\JULY 19th • N ~~l'_ 

u . s. HOlT E L, BI A E~L' 
3rd and California streets, jackson'vilJ 

PeriodCTothingfrom the mid 

-oryour red hat is e1JJeouraaorl....,..JI ,. 

.. 
,. 

b ~ . d ut not requtre . 

$35 • P\U"chas~'-htfore July 12! 
't 

150 s. 'Qreg~dn Street 
... .. 

{)rv-st{)~fd and California streets 



Honorary Lifetime 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong, 
Medford 

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. 
Cheney Foundation, Tacoma, WA 

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan, Medford 
Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy 
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, Ashland 
Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland 

Lifetime 

Kay and Al Alsing, Ashland 
Connie Battaile, Ashland 
Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Meclford 
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert]. DeArmond, 

Central Point 
Judi Drais, Mulford 
Yvonne Earnest, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori,jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gardner, Canyon City 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford 
Mr. Tom Hamlin, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Medford 
Mr. Robert A. Johnson, Medford 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford 
Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville 
Dr. Eugene 1. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA 
Alice Mullaly, Central Point 
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City 
Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill 
Davis Young, Medford 

New & Rejoining 

PATRON • $60 - $110 

Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Naas, Medford 
Mr. Richard Vorderstrasse, Central Point 

PIONEER/FAMILY • $30 - $55 

Mr. William B. Powell, Medford 

FAMILY. $30 - $55 

Mrs. Patricia Chesney, Medford 
~ Mrs. Sue Hamilton, Central Point 
David and Sabra Hoffman, Ashland 
~Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Samuelson, Medford 
~ Alan Steed and Jo Wayles, Ashland 
The Wolfe Family, Medford 

PIONEER/FRIEND • $20 - $35 

Mrs. Elaine Doerr, Sacramento, CA 
~Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dykstra, Medford 

FRIEND • $20 - $35 

Ms. Evelyn E. Bryan, Medford 
~Mr. David Burnett, Medford 
Mr. Mark Davidson, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Harp, Williams 
~Ms. Patti Jason, Eagle Point 
Mr. Neil Jones, Medford 
Mrs. Jeri Kantz, Talent 
~Ms. P.L. Kelly, Medford 
~Mr. Del Loder, Seattle, WA 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Martinson, Central Point 
~Mr. Eugene Skeen, Jacksonville 

Renewing 

BUSINESS • $120 - $200 

Regence Blue CrosslBlue Shield, Medford 

PIONEER/PATRON • $60 - $110 

Ms. Dorothy A. Cook, Medford 
Mrs. Roberta P. Ellison, Contoocook, NH 
Mr. Nick King, Medford 

PATRON • $60 - $110 

Dr. and Mrs. F.J. Barrett, Central Point 
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore P. Barss, Medford 
Ms. Barbara Budge Griffin, Mulford 
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Lowry, Talent 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Monroe, Jacksonville 
'~County Commissioner and Mrs. Jack 
Walker, Phoenix 

PIONEER/FAMILY • $30 - $55 

'Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd G. Abrams, Medford 
~Mr. and Mrs. Harold Center, Medford 
Christine Reising and Colin McCoy, 

Eagle Point 
~Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Rhee, Ashland 
Mrs. Sandra L. Zimmer, Canby 

FAMILY. $30 - $55 

Ms. Susan Baughman, Ashland 
The John and Marcie Christensen 

Family, Jacksonville 
Don and Virginia Cohoon, White City 
The Hazen Crowl Family, Eagle Point 
' Ms. Dawna Curler and Mr. Glenn Berg, 

Medford 
Mr. Claude Curran, Ashland 
'Mr. Aubrey Degn, Medford 
Felicia and Tom Hazel, Ashland 
Mr. James R. McIntyre, Ashland 
John and Nancy Miller, Talent 
'Ms. Betty Prosise, Shady Cove 
Mrs. Barbara Ragus, Medford 
'John and Susan Smith, Gold Hill 

.n 

Mrs. Maureen Smith, Gold Hill 
Rod and Ellen Stevens, Ashland 
Mrs. Susanna Yoshida, Grants Pass 

PIONEER/FRIEND • $20 - $35 

Mr. and Mrs. John Caster, Dayton 
Mrs. Beverly T. Darling, Ashland 
Mary A. Delsman, Riverside, CA 
Mrs. Kay Green, Central Point 
Mr. Jack P. Martin, Lafayette, LA 
Mr. Cecil Owings, Eagle Point 
Ms. Pam Schiller, Ashland 
Mrs. Helen Scott, Grants Pass 

Mr. Eugene L. Edwards, Medford 
Mrs. Lorene Hale, Medford 
Mr. William Howell, White City 
Mrs. Freda Lorton, Medford 
Mrs. Regina D. Mainwaring,jacksonville 
Mrs. G.W. Marshall, Newhall, CA 
Mr. William W. Shurtz, Medford 
Mr. Norman Vance, Medford 
Ms. Maria H. Vaughan, Rogue River 

' Indicates upgraded membership category 
or monetary contribution in addition to 
membership dues for Society programs. 

~Indicates two-year membership. 
Mrs. Christy Van Heukelem, Salem 
Ms. Julia Woosnam, HalfMoon Bay, CA Southern Oregon 

Historical Society 
Foundation FRIEND • $20 - $35 

Mrs. Darlene G. Anderson, Rogue River 
Mrs. Cyd Bagley, Medford CIRCLES OF GIVING 

Robert A. Johnson Douglas County Library, Roseburg 

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS· POTTERY· BOOKS 

'((}j Come see our new look! \'fl 

THE 
HISTORY 

STORE 
California & 3rd streets, TacksonviHe 

Coming soon! 
Put on a costume, a smile, and 

enjo~ ~our very own 

O/d-Tyme Photograph! 

WED - SAT lOam 1D 5pm • SUN noon 1D 5pm ·www.sohs.org 

:ilii PART OF THE SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MEMBERS RECEIVE FREE ADMISSION 

Experience Southern Oregons 
Heritage 

MUSEUMS • EXHIBITS • RESEARCH LIBRARY 

"--Southern Oregon Historical Society· (5-11) 773-6536· www.sohs.org 



J~fK~~n ~~llntJ Hi~tHJ Mll~~llm~ A~~~fiati~n 
]CHMA goals: 

1. Preserve and properly display historical locations and 
artifacts for the enjoyment of current and future generations. 

2. Educate all generations, local citizens, and visitors about 
stories and events of the Southern Oregon region to help plan 
the future. 

3. Retain the heart, pride, and strength on which the 
communities in the Southern Oregon region were built. 

4. Create value-added tourism activities that support the 
economic development of the Southern Oregon region. 

rn~ ~ivil War ~ijID~~ tij tif~ at taK~ ~r~~K 
Sponsored by the Lake Creek Historical Society 
1739 South Fork Little Butte Creek, Hwy 140 at Lake Creek turnoff 

SATURDAY,]ULY 12th 
9AM ROLL CALL 

lOAM MORNING BATTLE 

11:30AM CiVIL WAR DANCE DEMONSTRATION 

1PM WOMEN'S FASHION SHOW 

1:30PM AFTERNOON BATTLE 

2:30PM MAIL CALL 

3PM SOLDIERS' TRAINING COURSE 

4PM MEN'S GARMENTS AND GUNS 

• Old-Time Fiddlers 
• Food booths 
• Arrival of 3 wagons from a wagon train 
• Camp peddlers, called sutlers, will 
have their wares for sale 

SUNDAY,]ULY 13th 

9AM CHURCH SERVICE 

lOAM ROLL CALL 

10:30AM MORNING BATTLE 

11:30AM WOMEN'S FASHION SHOW 

1PM MAIL CALL 

1:30PM AFTERNOON BATTLE 

3PM MEN'S GARMENTS AND GUNS 

• Food booths 
• Camp peddlers, called sutlers, 
will have their wares for sale 

For more information call (541) 826-1513 
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It06 N. Central, Medf(JTlJ 
(~41~113-6S36 

IETN 

\W(;l'Glb'll !.li~ M!!ISEl!JM 
First ana rJJ4k skeets, Rogue River 
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Southern Oregon H istorical Society 

(541) 773-6536 
ww w .sohs.o r g 

Fax (541)776-7994 

e- mail info@sohs.org 

MUSEUMS AND SITES 

HISTORY CENTER 

106 N Central, Medford 
TUES - FRl • 9 AM to 5 PM 

SAT · 10 AM to 4 PM 

RESEARCH LIBRARY 

106 N Central, Medford 
TUES - FRl • 1 to 5 PM 

JACKSONVILLE MUSEUM 

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 

5th and C, Jacksonville 
WED - SAT · 11 AM to 4 PM 

HANLEY FARM 

1053 Hanley Road, Central Point 
JULY 5 AND 6 • 11 AM to 4 PM 

C.C. BEEKMAN HOUSE 

California & Laure/wood, Jacksonville 
(CLOSED FOR THE SEASON) 

C.C. BEEKMAN BANK 
3rd & California, Jacksonville 

THE HISTORY STORE 
3rd & California, Jacksonville 
WED - SAT · 10 AM to 5 PM 

SUN · NOON to 5 PM 

THIRD STREET ARTISAN'S 
STUDIO 

3rd & California, Jacksonville 
SAT · 11 AM to 4 PM 

U.S. HOTEL 
3rd & California, Jacksonville 

UPSTAIRS ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

CATHOLIC RECTORY 
4th & C, Jacksonville 

~ 

(f~~ 
SOUTHERN 1111 HISTORICAL 

OREGON •••• SOCIETY -
106 N o rth Central Ave nue 

Medfo rd, Orego n 975 01- 5926 

Jackson County Courthouse, 
photographed by Peter Britt 
in 1885. 
SOHSI2505 

~ijlltn~rn ~r~[ijn Hi~tijri~al ~ij~i~tJ Mi~~iijn: to collect, preserve, research, and interpret the 

artifacts and documents that connect us to the past. Through exhibitions, historic sites, a research 

library, educational programs, publications, and outreach, the Society creates opportunities to explore 

the history that has shaped Southern Oregon. 
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