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herself into a regular reporter’s position
and, for a few years, there was steady
employment. Under the pen name, “Sally”
Butler, she wrote “Sallying Forth,” a
gossipy column about Rogue Valley
personalities. But when the News ceased
publication in 1951 she was again forced
to change careers. The woman who had
seen the phonograph and motion pictures
overshadow the concert hall, who had
witnessed sound movies and radio, finally
became a reporter for Medford’s KMED
Radio. It was her last regular position.38

On November 30, 1956, at age sixty-
five, Jeunesse died at the home of a friend.
She was buried in Eastwood Cemetery,
next to her father and mother.3?

These Butlers were no different from any

other family who left “home” for a better .y ]J&n;rmz }‘/9[2??7“ i S s {805
i . Medfor a1l Iribune, arc 5
life in Oregon. Though they traveled by September 1924,

train rather than covered wagon, they still
faced the challenges of daily survival. Their
days were sometimes happy and sometimes
ended in pain, but in the end, they did
what we all do—struggle to find our place in
the world. &
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Jeunesse continued to write, receiving
occasional byline credit for stories printed
in local newspapers. In 1934, she became
editor of the Pear O’ Scope, a trade journal

Tornado Climatology (Asheville, N.C.: National
Climatic Data Center, 2000).

Medford Daily News, 21 July 1933.

United States Census, 1860, Warren County,
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of the Rogue Valley fruit industry. The “Buﬂer_Biogriphy_ » 4
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its buildings in the Medford packinghouse
fires of June 1946, Jeunesse managed to
find a temporary office and the journal was
published without missing an issue.3”

There was little stability in her
hardscrabble life. She juggled her time
between being an ever-patient music
instructor and a freelance writer. For
many years, she was the Christian Science
Monitor’s local correspondent and special
correspondent for the Grants Pass Courier.
With the revival of the Medford News in
the mid-1940s, she gradually worked
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12.
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1933.

28 February 1896; 6 October
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1894; 15 March 1895; 4
October 1895; 12 August 1898.
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10 April 1896; Basil Butler’s
home still stands at 8 S. Orange
Street.

Medford Daily News, 21 July
1933. Jacksonwille Democratic :
Times, 17 September 1896, 1 July 1897.
‘Webb’s furniture store was located at 230 E.
Main Street.
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Aunt Jeunesse poses for a portrait
with her brother Arnel’s children,
Ann and Robert, in 1937.
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HE HORSE RIDIN’

men and women of Jackson County

have served their sheriffs well over the
years. From rough-riding Oregon posses
that helped hunt down outlaws and
scoundrels in the mid-1800s to the search-
and-rescue posse of the 1940s, to the
public-relations posse of today, these folks
volunteered to perform invaluable missions
for their county’s sheriffs.

Around the time our state was founded,
volunteers on horseback were called up by
sheriffs to hunt down murderers, robbers,
and other criminals.! It wasn’t until 1940
that Sheriff Sidney I. Brown formally
organized the Jackson County
Sherift’s Posse, a specialized
and trained volunteer posse that
would provide him with backup
deputies to carry out search-
and-rescue missions and assist
with law enforcement.?

Posse members undertook
training in map and compass
reading, first aid, human
tracking, and riding through
rugged country in order to
participate in search-and-rescue
operations. When World War II
began, posse members were
needed to help enforce wartime
regulations including blackouts
and traffic control. Donald
Thumler, the youngest member

By Sarah Kaip

of the Oregon Association of Mounted
Posses in 1949, said, “The Jackson
County Sherift’s Mounted Posse has the
most unique drill team in Oregon in
that it is a combined lady and man
team. Other posses have tried to have
women and men combined drill teams,
but gave them up as too difficult.”> Not
only were men and women able to work
together as a team, they won some of the
area’s most coveted trophies under
drillmaster Shelby Tuttle’s direction.
The female members of the posse,
known as The Ladies Mounted Troops

SOHS #14104

of the original posse at age
sixteen, remembered his father,
Bernie Thumler, being called
up for duty by the sheriff just
after bombs struck Pearl

Members of the Ladies Mounted
Troop Auxiliary promoted the
Jackson County Sheriff’s Posse
at public events in the 1940s.

Auxiliary and composed
of posse members’ wives
and daughters, promoted
the posse at public events

Harbor. “T still remember him
loading up his horse at night
and hauling him to the Medford airport
to provide security,” recalled Thumler.?
Unlike other posses in the state, the
Jackson County posse was always fully self-
supporting, supplying its own horses and
tack, and paying its own expenses while on
duty.# The Jackson County Sheriff’s Posse
raised funds by hosting the annual Rogue
River Round Up, Medford’s most popular
event in the 1940s and rated as one of the
country’s top rodeos. During the round up,
the posse’s outstanding forty-two-member
drill team performed complicated drill
exercises. Even more extraordinary at the
time was the inclusion of women on the

drill team. A.-W. “Dusty” Rhodes, president
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and attended to the daily

office work needed for the
posse’s survival. At age 100, Eva Thumler is
the only remaining member of the Ladies
Auxiliary of 1940. She remembered with
amusement the trail ride she and fellow
auxiliary members took to the top of Roxy
Ann Peak. “We ate our lunches while our
horses nibbled on grass. Little did we know
our horses were grazing in the midst of
poison oak. When we got home, every
single one of us had poison oak on our
arms and faces from touching our horses’
noses.”®

Women were allowed to participate in

the posse as full members when the
second posse formed in 1976, the first
having disbanded in the 1950s due to a
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lack of interest. Under Sheriff Duane
Franklin, the new posse was primarily a
search-and-rescue unit. The new posse
witnessed an influx of women while the
number of men declined. Art O’Keefe, a
posse member since 1976, observed that
the new posse was split on whether it
wanted to continue as a search-and-rescue
unit or instead become a public relations
arm of the sheriff’s office. This division
caused the posse to disband once again
after only a decade.”

In March 1990, the posse formed once
more as a public-relations entity under
Sheriff C.W. Smith. According to Carol
Murray, current president of the posse,
the posse now helps bridge the gap
between the sheriff and the community
by educating the public about the sheriff’s
office, providing protection at public
events, assisting in charitable activities,
and participating in parades and rodeos.8

Over time, modernization carved out
new roles for the posse, making it difficult
to maintain ongoing traditions. Longtime
member Judi Walch explained, “The
further in time we move away from
tradition, the harder it will become to
remember the ‘old ways’ and emulate
them.” That is why she and the other
enthusiastic posse members still march
their horses down the parade streets
proudly linking their sheriff to his citizens. &

Sarah Kaip is a freelance writer, editor, and
researcher residing in Medford.
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MEDFORD’S WING IN CANTEEN

By williamAlley & % % % % * % %k * * %k %k %k 4, * K Kk 4

ONG BEFORE THE JAPANESE

attack on Pear]l Harbor on December 7,

1941, the United States had been
busily preparing for a conflict many
believed to be inevitable. Military aircraft
had become a common sight at the
Medford Municipal Airport, which had
always been an important refueling stop
for West Coast traffic, with 135 Army Air
Corps planes passing through in July
1941, and an even greater number in
August. Earlier that same year the Army
Air Corps had established a permanent
presence at the Medford airport with the
stationing of a “service detachment” to
provide maintenance for planes in transit.1

Although the Jackson County Court
(the equivalent of the current board of
commissioners) had set up a temporary
recreational facility in the courthouse
auditorium for the growing number of
servicemen, it was too far away from the
airport to be of benefit to weary flight
crews in transit.2 To meet the needs of
these servicemen, as well as those being
stationed permanently at the airport, the
Jackson County Council of Defense, made
up of leading members of the community,
decided to open up a canteen at the airport.

The old building that once housed the
Department of Commerce radio station
when the new airport was built in 1929 was
selected as the site for the new recreational
facility and readily loaned by the city of
Medford, which owned the airport at that
time. The little building was quickly
repainted and outfitted with some chairs
and writing tables. The equipment from a
former restaurant in the terminal building
was cleaned up and installed to provide
coffee, milkshakes, and hamburgers. To
enable crews to contact loved ones, a pay
phone was also installed. This diminutive
military canteen was named The Wing In,
and was ready to receive its first visitors in
the second week of October 1941.3

Helen Carpenter, the wife of orchardist
Alfred Carpenter and chair of the County
Council of Defense’s Recreation
Committee, assumed overall supervision of
the canteen, and appointed Grace Fiero as
manager. In the early years of the century
Grace Andrews Fiero was a successful
Broadway ingenue who gave up her career
to marry Conro Fiero, a wealthy local

orchardist. Numerous young ladies
answered the call to staff the canteen as
Red Cross Gray Ladies. They operated the
Wing In during regular daily hours, usually
working a four-to five-hour shift, and were
also on call, ready to open the canteen
anytime during the night to accommodate
military flights. The Wing In would open
daily at 7 a.m. and would remain open until
the last serviceman had been fed, usually
between eight and ten o’clock.4

Within months after the United States’
entry into the war, the Army secured a lease
on the airport from the city of Medford
“for the duration of the emergency and six
months.” Included in the lease was the
hangar and administration building; the
city charged the Army one dollar per year.
What little civilian flight activity remained,
with the exception of the regularly
scheduled United Airlines service, was
moved to the old Newell Barber Field site
at the County Fairgrounds, and later to a
new airfield about two miles north of town,
Piercy Field, west of Highway 99 toward
Central Point. The Medford Municipal
Airport was now a military installation and
as such was off limits to civilians not
employed there.>

With the United States at war, and the
Army in control of the Medford airport,
the Wing In quickly outgrew the little
radio building. Staffing had increased
from one person at a time to four, yet
there simply was no longer enough room
for all of the weary flight crews to find a
cot, write a letter home, or simply relax
with a cup of coffee and a piece of pie
“like mother makes.” “The canteen had a
lunch counter, one couch and one easy
chair, that’s all there is room for,” Helen
Carpenter lamented. “Needed now,” she
continued, was “a lounging room and even
a place where tired pilots may stretch out
for forty winks.”6

An Army Air Corps inspector had high
praise for the little canteen during an
inspection of the airfield in 1942. He
marveled at how the tiny sixteen-by-
twenty foot structure could provide more
than 2,000 meals in a2 month and remain
financially self-sufficient. During his visit
of less than an hour, forty hamburgers had
been served.”

The Recreation Committee initially
sought out space in the nearby airport
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administration building, including that
occupied by United Airlines, which was
moving into a newly completed terminal
facility nearby, but the military had priority
on all available space in the administration
building. Unable to secure any additional
existing space, Helen Carpenter and the
committee issued an appeal for public
subscriptions to expand the canteen. Bakery
owner and longtime pilot W. H. “Heine”
Fluhrer took charge of the fundraising to
secure $2,000. The local community was
quick to respond to the call.

Utilizing the monies donated by the
public, a small building in Central Point
was purchased and moved to the airport.
The old radio building too was moved to a
new location at the field, and the two
structures combined, thereby doubling the
available space. The newly expanded Wing
In Canteen opened on May 1, 1942. When
one of the many women volunteers
working the canteen suggested that a piano
would be a nice addition, Mr. and Mrs.
Don Whitney of Ashland donated theirs
for the cause. Additional funds were raised
by the community to provide more
furniture and a record player.8

The same characteristics that had made
Medford an important stop in the
development of commercial aviation fifteen
years earlier ensured the airport’s value to
the military. Medford’s strategic location
halfway between San Francisco and Seattle
made it an ideal refueling stop for all
coastal military traffic, and each air crew
that laid over took advantage of the Wing
In Canteen. One United flight, a DC-3
carrying Marines returning from overseas,
was forced to delay its departure because
the entire complement had gone to the
Wing In for hamburgers. Thirty-four
Marines were served in a span of ten
minutes by the two girls on duty that day.?
“In looking over the little register kept
here,” one of the locally stationed airmen,
known as “airport boys,” commented, “it
would surprise one to see the number of
visiting pilots who have taken refreshments
and otherwise enjoyed the conveniences
offered by this organization.” Among the
visitors were reportedly a number of
“famous names” whose identities were
withheld due to wartime censorship.10

Medford’s Wing Inn Canteen soon
became one of the best-known little secrets



of the air corps. Each Christmas the Wing
In received numerous cards from soldiers
around the world who remembered fondly
their brief visits to the canteen. By the time
the war in Europe was coming to an end,
Medford’s Wing In Canteen had become a
favored stop. Army Air Forces General
K.B. Wolfe admitted that it was common
practice for training flights to arrange their
flight plans to allow for a layover in

SOHS #16809
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The Medford Airport’s tiny Wing In Canteen

Medford. “Medford is no longer famous for
its pears alone,” General Wolfe told the
Mail Tribune. “[1t] has become famous all
over the world for the hospitality and good
food served by the women of Medford who
give their time and services to the Wing
In.” By the time the war was over it was
determined that the Wing In’s sales had
averaged 400 meals a day.11

Of course it was undoubtedly more than

~
ek

developed a reputation all out of proportion to its modest

size for the good food and the family-like welcome accorded military personnel stopping off during
flights up and down the West Coast during World War II. Above Grace Fiero, Pat Thompson, and Kay

Conroy staff the counter in 1942.

SOHS #16806

From left, Peachie Drury, Isabel Miller, Grace Fiero, Kay Conroy, and Pat Thompson keep the
Wing In hamburgers grilling for pilots and soldiers passing through.
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just the food that accounted for the Wing
In’s popularity. After all, most of the Gray
Ladies were volunteers with little
experience running a high-volume grill.
One longtime volunteer jokingly
reminisced many years later that it was a
wonder many of the boys didn’t suffer from
food poisoning from undercooked burgers.
What made the Wing In special was the
hospitality offered the fliers. “Many of the
women who have helped make this project
famous have sons, a husband, or some other
member of their family in the armed
forces,” a member of the Recreation
Committee said. “So the men who drop in
to enjoy the food receive the same welcome
they would get at home, which, we believe,
is what they want more than a hamburger
or a piece of pie.”12

The end of the war in August 1945 did
not mean the end of the line for the Wing
In Canteen. The process of demobilizing
the massive military machine created to
fight the Axis took much longer than many
had anticipated. The War Assets
Administration did not declare Medford’s
airport as surplus, a required step before the
facility could be returned to the city, until
the summer of 1946. Repairs and
negotiations to acquire the properties
adjacent to the airport acquired by the army
took additional time. The city was forced
for a time to operate the airport under an
interim permit from the military. It was not
until February 1947 that Medford’s airport
was finally returned to the city. During
much of this period, the Wing In Canteen
continued to serve members of the armed
forces. Regrettably, no record was kept
indicating exactly when the canteen closed
its doors.13 &

William Alley is a certified archivist and historian.
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168 Gonld Make fistory a Thing of the Pag

By John Enders

Reprinted from Medford Mail Tribune,
February 2, 2003

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

and a recent public statement by a

county official make it clear that a
number of people in the area are not
familiar with the history or work of the
Southern Oregon Historical Society. As its
new director, I hope to change that.

In 1927, Jackson County moved the
county seat from Jacksonville to Medford,
leaving the historic Jackson County
Courthouse derelict. In the 1940s,
history-minded individuals and groups
passed a bond measure creating the
permanent Jackson County Historical
Levy, and funds were used to restore and
protect the old courthouse.

The Southern Oregon Historical
Society was founded with the mission “to
collect, preserve, research and interpret
the artifacts and documents that connect
us to the past.”

Southern Oregon’s history is filled with
colorful and unique people and events,
from the Rogue Indian wars to pioneer-
era photographer Peter Britt, the timber
industry to the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival. The Southern Oregon Historical
Society is the repository for nearly 90,000
artifacts, from pioneer wagons to 100-
year-old quilts; nearly 4,000 linear feet of
archival materials; and more than 750,000
photographic images, including Peter
Britt’s photographs.

Our research library assists individuals
and groups with historical, genealogical,
and land/property research. Many of
those patrons are referred to us by the
county assessor’s office.

YN

SOUTHERN gang HISTORICAL
OREGON gggg SOCIETY

106 North Central Avenue
Medford, Oregon 97501-5926

The Society owns and operates two
properties: the History Center in
downtown Medford, with exhibit space,
offices and research library, and the
historic Hanley Farm, a gift to the Society
from the pioneer Hanley family. Under
agreement with Jackson County, we
maintain, preserve, and operate other
facilities: the original Jackson County
Courthouse (now the Jacksonville
Museum of Southern Oregon History)
and Jackson County Jail (now the
Children’s Museum), the Catholic
Rectory, Beekman House and Beekman
Bank, and the historic U.S. Hotel
building—all in Jacksonville.

The Jacksonville buildings are county-
owned; we simply manage and preserve
them, which underscores a huge irony:
Jackson County is cutting our budget, while
at the same time asking us to preserve and
manage historic public buildings. The
county can't have it both ways.

The Society also conducts educational
programs. The month-long Children’s
Heritage Fair each spring reaches several
thousand fourth-graders, helping to instill
an appreciation for their Southern Oregon
heritage. On-site and outreach
presentations reach thousands more. And
through our living history programs at the
Beekman House and Hanley Farm,
thousands more learn about nineteenth
century life and its joys and rigors.

At a time when the local economy
struggles, it is folly to cut programs and
exhibits that bring tourist dollars into our
communities. The elimination of
programs and closure of museums or
other sites in Jacksonville would have an
immediate economic impact on that town
and the region, which are heavily
dependent on tourist dollars.

The cuts also would impact other
communities—Applegate, Butte Falls,
Eagle Point, Trail, Gold Hill and others.
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The Society’s affiliated
organizations—members of the Jackson
County History Museums
Association—have sites and programs
dedicated to the local history of those
communities. Through the Society, those
organizations receive the funding that
ensures their health and financial well-
being. Fifteen percent of our budget goes
directly to the JCHMA members.

We at the Society understand that the
property tax system in Oregon is broken,
and that there are desperate needs in the
county. We also understand that the
state’s public employees’ retirement system
and escalating insurance costs are placing
a big burden on the county. Over the past
four years, the Southern Oregon
Historical Society’s budget and staff have
been reduced by about forty percent.

The county administrator is now
proposing a reduction of $250,000 per year
over three years in our public funding. If
these cuts are made, it will force us to
eliminate many or all of our programs and
to reconsider our agreements with Jackson
County on the maintenance and
preservation of the historic Jacksonville
buildings that are the patrimony of us all.
The last time the Society turned a building
back over to the county because we were
unable to maintain and manage it, the
county sold it.

It is important that the residents of
Jackson County know what a gem they
have in the Southern Oregon Historical
Society. And it is also vitally important
that they, and members of the county
budget committee, understand that
additional deep cuts will mean an end to
the Society as we know it.

I urge you to publicly support the
Society as the budget process goes
forward, by writing letters to the editor, in
telephone calls or e-mails, or by attending
the public budget hearing on April 24. &
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