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faulted them for having been “dictated” by feelings of
“derision” and “criticism,” and he rebuked such songs for
“scourging mercilessly the infirmities” of others.
Gatschet’s reporting of Klamath humor probably reveals
more about him than about Klamath culture because this
literal-minded German ethnographer, at least in his

~| professional writing, appeared to lack a sense of humor.
Gatschet categorized some Klamath songs as “cooing

Three children of Charlie Captain, a full-blooded Klamath, play in front of the family home in
the Modoc Point district of the Klamath Reservation in 1927. At the time, Charlie dry-land

farmed a sixty-acre allotment there.

One compelling feature of many Klamaths’ world view is their
self-deprecating sense of humor: a sometimes subtle, sometimes
quirky and ironic, generally delightful sense of humor. Most
early ethnologists’ reports reveal this humor in Klamath legends
and daily life. The Klamaths, for example, believed that
prominent rocks in their territory, and there are many such
rocks, were petrified mythical beings; and one of Spier’s
informants reported that where the tales provided no other
explanation, it was held that the “transformation was effected” by
Raven “laughing at them.”33

Klamath children would ask to be told tales of well-liked
characters in Klamath legend, especially Little Weasel,
Chipmunk, Coyote, and Skunk. “Skunk is funny because he
thinks himself very clever, but all his undertakings are fiascos.
After a Skunk story, children are warned, ‘don’t be like that.’”34
Klamath parents often gave their children light-hearted names;
for example, Lopa’kscis, which meant “rolls when walking.”
Klamath parents customarily chose a name in infancy and
usually based it on some personal characteristic—the child’s
appearance, or some habit—much like nicknames today; for
example, the name Klokla’ndjamks, which referred to its bearer’s
big knees.”35

The Klamaths even found humor in the most sacred aspects of
their lives. For the Klamaths, according to one anthropologist,
Kemiu'kumps was not only the Creator but also the player of
devilish jokes, and so would appear in many Klamath “tales of
amusement and entertainment, especially in his role as
trickster.”36 In the Klamath cosmology, the Creator took himself
lightly. Herbert Nelson, then a seventy-year-old Klamath,
explained in 1947 that Kemuw'kumps made the sacred cave on
Sprague River especially for himself because it was just opposite
a very good fishing place, and while the cave leaked very badly in
the rain, “Kemu'kumps did not seem to mind.”37

Ethnographer Albert Gatschet’s study of Klamath culture in
the 1880s, however, reveals little Klamath humor. Gatschet did
identify several Klamath songs as “songs of satire,” including one
he translated as: “He goes around giving away sticks of tobacco,
and is very noisy about it.” Another satirical Klamath song he
translated as: “Slow-running horses he paid for his wife.” But
instead of considering these Klamath songs to be witty, Gatschet
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and wooing” songs, including one he
translated as: “My husband has the voice of
the white goose.” Perhaps Gatschet was not
familiar with the call of white geese (now
called snow geese), which are renowned for
their loud, raucous yelping.

The Klamaths, according to Gatschet,
believed that “amphibians, insects and the organisms standing
below these in the zoogenetic scale” possessed magic powers, and
“the songs of the toad and of the spider are supposed to be
especially effective.”38 Magical toad songs? What compelling
irony: to ascribe supernatural power to such small and apparently
weak creatures as toads and spiders, instead of big, scary animals.
If Klamath beliefs had been documented by someone with a
greater sense of fun and irony, perhaps the rendering of their
singing spider would be more reminiscent of the compassionate,
magical spider in
E. B. White’s
popular
children’s book,
Charlotte’s Web,

a spider that
could spin words
in her web.

Characterizing
the aboriginal

BECAUSE HE THINKS HIMSELF

VERY CLEVER, BUTALLFIIS Klamath culture
as “modest in
UNDERTAKINGS ARE FIASCOS. [t
loosely
structured,”

Professor Stern
concluded that
their culture
“made possible a
good life in
which dignity
and worth had a
place.” Stern,
who studied the
Klamaths in the
1950s, wrote that, like people everywhere, the Klamaths would
sometimes overly romanticize their past and depict the earlier,
aboriginal era as “halcyon days.”

AFTER A SKUNK STORY,

CHILDREN ARE WARNED,

‘DON’T BE LIKE THAT.”
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To balance this picture, he quoted Henry Blow, a Klamath
chief and captain of the government-appointed reservation
police force, who said in 1873: “Before the Bostons came there
was no law. The strongest man took what he wanted and the
man who had the property and the most friends was the chief. ...
Might was right in those days and there was much fighting and
killing everywhere. ... Those were bad times as we see now, since
the Bostons have come and made law to protect every man’s
rights and property.”

While Stern acknowledged that Chief Blow was “almost
certainly” exaggerating, he maintained that Blow’s statement
possessed an “essential truth.”3? This may have been true with
regard to relations among tribal members, but the historic record
shows that “might makes right” generally controlled relations
between these tribal people and the “Bostons”™the newly arrived
emigrants who, over time, had an overwhelming impact on
traditional Klamath culture 40 &

Doug Foster is a writer and historian living in Ashland.
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INTERESTED IN ARTS, HERITAGE AND HUMANITIES IN JACKSON COUNTY?

The Jackson County Cultural

Planning Committee needs you!

The Oregon Cultural Trust is a unique
initiative designed to guarantee that
every Oregonian benefits from our state’s
cultural assets. It is also a long-term
funding plan designed to preserve and
strengthen Oregon’s arts, heritage and
humanities. The Cultural Trust raises
funds in three ways: private contributions
made by individuals and companies who
receive a tax credit when they donate to a
nonprofit cultural organization and to the
Oregon Cultural Trust; funds received
from the sale of state-owned surplus
lands; and revenue derived from the sale
of a special cultural license plate.

The Jackson County Cultural
Coalition Planning Committee is a
group of individuals appointed by the
County Commissioners to develop a

JacksoN CoUNTY CULTURAL
RESOURCES INVENTORY SURVEY

If you are completing this as an
individual, please complete section

1 and 4.

If you are completing this for an
artistic or cultural organization,
please complete section 2 and 4.

If you are completing this for a
business, please complete section 3
and 4.

4

SECTION 1- INDIVIDUAL
Name:

Address:

Telephone:
Email:
Web site:

S OUTHER

Cultural Plan for Jackson County by
October of 2003 in connection with the
efforts of the Oregon Cultural Trust. The
Jackson County Cultural Coalition
Planning Committee’s mission is to
inventory the county’s cultural resources
and to create a Jackson County Cultural
Plan. The plan will prioritize cultural
needs and establish criteria for local
public funding from the Oregon Cultural
Trust to address those needs. As a first
step to establishing grant criteria, the
Planning Committee is developing an
inventory of individuals, organizations
and businesses involved in producing or
preserving arts, heritage and humanities
in Jackson County. Later, we will be
gathering information from users of
these arts, heritage and humanities
resources.

1. Age: Bl under 18 18-34
35-54 55-74 over 74
2 Male Female

3. Ethnic origin (optional)

4. Please check the box that identifies
your primary activity:

Writer
Media artist

Dancer

Graphic artist

Designer/director =~ Visual artist
Actor Musician
Historian Curator

Craft artist Folk artist
Teacher (any field dealing with art
or culture) of

Scholar (any field dealing with art
or culture) of

Other

N O REGON
1.3
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Please help us by completing the form
below and by distributing it to others you
think it would be important for us to
hear from. Also, please answer section 4
if you are interested in supplying us with
further information or participating in
focus groups.

For more information about the trust
on the web go to www.culturaltrust.org.
Additional copies of this survey may be
printed out from the arts council web site
at www.artscouncilso.org.

Please return the survey as soon as
possible to:

The Arts Council of Southern Oregon,
33 North Central Avenue, Suite 300
Medford, OR 97501

Thank you for your participation!

5. Approximately how much time do
you spend engaged in this activity:
less than 10 hours per week
10-20 hours per week
20-40 hours per week

more than 40 hours per week

6. Is most of your work done in

Jackson County? yes no

PLEASE GO TO SECTION 4
Section 2 and 3 on next page.

T obDAY



Contined from page 13

SECTION 2- AN ARTISTIC OR
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

Organization Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

SECTION 3- BUSINESS

Business Name:

10. If your organization holds events,
what is the approximate patronage or

total annual attendance? Contact Person and Title:

under 100

100-500 Address:

500-5000

over 5,000 Telephone:

don’t know Email:
Web site:

11. What is your approximate annual
14. Please check the box that best
identifies your business activity:

operating budget?
under $1,000

Web site:

Approximate year established:

7. Please check the box that best

identifies your organization’s primary
cultural activity:

$1,000-$5,000
$5,000-$10,000
$10,000-$50,000
$50,000-$100,000
over $1,000,000

12. Is the majority of your audience

Performance space
Exhibition space
Agent/Arts manager
Production company
Architecture/design
Conservation/appraisal
Marketing/advertising

Visual Arts Theatre
Music Dance
Cultural or historic program
Gallery/Museum Arts
Philanthropic Public service

Historical society or association
Historical site, landmark or landscape
Yearly fair or festival

Concert or theatre series
Teaching institution/school
Library

Other

8. Is your organization:
501(c)3
Associated with a school or university.

Other

9. If your organization is a membership
organization, what is the approximate
membership?

1-50

50-100

100-250

250-500

500-1000

over 1000

Thank you for your participation! Please mail this survey to:

from Jackson County? Designer/director
yes no don’t know Media Publishing
Crafts Retail Store

13. Is the majority of your workforce Manufacturer/wholesaler

(inc. volunteers), from Jackson County?

Supplier (sounds, lights, props,

yes no don’t know costumes, art supplies, etc.)
Other
PLEASE GO TO SECTION 4
PLEASE GO TO SECTION 4

SECTION 4 (Optional)- QUESTIONS FOR ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
15. Would you be willing to take part in a more in-depth survey?  yes = no

16. Would you be willing to take part in a focus group? = yes no

17.1 use the arts, heritage and humanities resources in Jackson County and

would like to be included in that survey. Please give the following information:

Name:

Address:

Email:

Telephone:

18. What are the best times for you to attend a meeting?

evening weekend lunchtime

The Arts Council of Southern Oregon
33 North Central Avenue, Suite 300
Medford, OR 97501
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Honorary Lifetime

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong,
Medford

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B.
Cheney Foundation, Zucoma, WA

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan, Medford
Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy

Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland

M. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, Ashland
Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime

Kay and Al Alsing, Ashland

Connie Battaile, Ashland

Bruce and Vicki Bryden, Medford
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point

M. and Mrs. Robert J. DeArmond,
Central Point

Judi Drais, Medford

M. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori, Jacksonville
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford
Mr. Tom Hamlin, Medford

Mr. and Mirs. Robert Hight, Medford
Mr. Robert A. Johnson, Medford
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford

Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonwille

Dr. Eugene 1. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA
Alice Mullaly, Central Point

Ram Offset Lithographers, White City
Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill

Davis Young, Medford

New & Rejoining

CURATOR e $120 - $200
Randy J. Boardman, Ashland
David B. Thompson, Jacksonville

BUSINESS e $120 - $200
¢Keene Dental Ceramics, Medford

Rogue Valley Growers & Crafters Market,
]\ildﬁrd

PIONEER/FAMILY o $30 - $55

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Wyatt,
Central Point

FAMILY e $30 - $55
Kenneth and Amy Korth, Ashland
Michelle D. Wachter, Medford

FRIEND ¢ $20 - $35

*Luba Derzko-Adams, Ashland
Beth Barker, Medford

Jeff Cheek, Medford

Steve Isaacson, Yreka, CA

Gunnar A. Johnson, Central Point
*Marian Kaehler, Central Point
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Key, Medford
¢*Emily Lewis Knight, Medford
Henry C. Martin, Weimar, CA
¢*Multnomah County Library, Portland
Mrs. B. Oliver, Ashland

Iren Strahm, Medford

Allen B. Stone, Grants Pass

Tommy Thompson, Wilsonville, OR
*Greg Walter, Cave Junction

David Withers, Medford

Jonnie Zheutlin, Ashland

Renewing

BUSINESS  $120 - $200
¢*Rogue Aggregates, Inc., Central Point

PIONEER/DIRECTOR e $250 - $450
¢Mr. and Mrs. Fitz Brewer, Medford

PIONEER/CURATOR e $120 - $200

¢Mr. and Mrs. Peter Stemple,
Jacksonville

Ron Weatherford, Salem

CURATOR ¢ $120 - $200
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hess, Medford
*Dr. and Mrs. John A. Retzlaff, Medford

Gen. and Mrs. F.A. Schaefer I1I,
Medford

PIONEER/PATRON « $60 - $110

Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Herndobler, Ashland

¢Jeraldyn Jerome, Medford

M. and Mirs. Robert G. Simpson,
Portland

PATRON ¢ $60 - $110

Gerald T. Latham, Medford

Alicia MacArthur, Medford

¢Mr. and Mrs. Steve Meyer, Medford
¢Lola Milhoan, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. Eric Overland, Medford
Dr. and Mrs. Tony Ramsey, Medford
*Mr. and Mis. Steven Swartsley, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Thorndike, Jr.,
Medford

*Dr. and Mrs. Robert F. Wilcox,
Central Point

PIONEER/FAMILY e $30 - $55

Mzr. and Mrs. Robert C. Beall, Hillsboro
¢Joseph P. Busby, Palm Desert, CA

Mzr. and Mrs. Frank Marcel, Grants Pass

Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Marquess,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Richter, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Whiteside, Rogue

River

“*MTr. and Mrs. Donald T. Wilkinson,
Medford

FAMILY e $30 - $55
“*Neil A. Benson, Ashland

John Carbone and Sally Rasmussen,
Ashland

*John and Patti Ellis, Jacksonville
¢Jeanne Freel, Shady Cove
Jerrold Hagstrom, Jacksonwville

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Himmelman,
Prospect

Mr. and Mrs. Ivend Holen, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Radley Hyde, Medford
¢Mr. and Mrs. D. Lorin Jacobs, Medford

Stuart & Tiffany & Ollie Maude,
Ashland

*Mr. and Mrs. Richard McLaughlin,
Medford

*Dr. Alan Mersch, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Nitsos, Ashland
Nedra Peterson, Fairfield, CA

*Frank and Mariel Richard, Medford
*Bob Schroeter, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. William Shrader, Medford
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*Mr. and Mrs. Lee Thornally,
Eagle Point

Ronald S. Tiegs, Shady Cove

*Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Upton,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Wasser, Ashland

PIONEER/FRIEND e $30 - $55
*Willard Bowdoin, Grants Pass
¢Doris Caldwell, Medford

*Mr. and Mrs. James Delsman, Ashland
Evelyn Godleski, Riddle

Alice B. Hatch, Rogue River
Christopher Herndobler, Richland, WA
Joan Horton, Medford

¢*Edna Knudsen, Medford

Bertha Straus, Medford

‘William B. Walls, Central Point

FRIEND e $30 - $55

Eva Andrews, Medford

+Ted Ballard, Gold Hill

*Mary Bratten, Ashland

*Jill Brenkman, Jacksonville
¢Ann Brophy, Medford

Robert L. Burton, Medford
Peter L. Cartwright, Klamath Falls
¢David S. Chirgwin, Medford
Cindy Coash, Phoenix

John G. Crawford, Jr., Portland
Doris Crofoot, Jacksonville
Dorothy DeYoung, Medford
Velda Dickey, Medford

¢Della L. Dilley, Medford
¢Dennis M. Feeley, Rogue River
*Sarah Ford, Jacksonville
John Gartman, Central Point
Karl Geidans, Medford

Patricia Grieves, Medford
*Dan Hamann, Butte Falls
Ann Hamilton, Medford
Michael Hebrank, Oa Grove
Hope L. Hord, Medford

*John A. Hunt, Medford

John Jarolimek, Scottsdale, AZ
*Alea Kent, Ashland

Kim Kezer, Medford

Elsie V. Lacey, Central Point
*Jody Larson, Medford

*Doris Lundahl, Ashland
*Maryann Mason, Ashland
Elizabeth Nutter, Go/d Hill
*Robert J. Patrick, Jr., Medford
Marjorie Peterson, Central Point
Ruth B. Preston, Medford
Lynn Putnam, Medford

Reba N. Taylor, Ashland
Barbara Wade, Vallejo, CA
¢Janet Wieberg, dshland

*Indicates upgraded membership category
or monetary contribution in addition to
membership dues for Society programs.

*Indicates two year membership.
Donors

Marty and Ann Bauer

Elizabeth Corethers

Alice Mullaly

Alan and Marjorie Neal

Oregon Community Foundation

Rogue Valley Growers &

Crafter’s Market

HERITAGE

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS FUND
Stuart and Karen Allan

Beth Barker

Daniel Z. and W.R. Kim Boyd
Richard Cullinen

Rev. Patt Herdklotz & Kim Yasutake
Dona P. Key

Charlotte Knowles

Chad and Debi McComas

Medford Visitors & Convention Bureau
Lynn and Doris Sjolund

Patricia Smullin

Allen Stone

Tommy N. Thompson

Dwight Wilson

Jonnie Zheutlin

MEMORIAL

Mr. and Mrs. B. Kent Blackhurst
Randall Lovejoy

Williams Meade

E.J. Merritt .

Dr. and Mrs. John Retzlaff

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stuart

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Thorndike, Jr.
in memory of Calista Handwerg

IN KIND
Deli Down

GENERAL COLLECTION

Joann Alldredge

Bernard Andrews

Janet Frazier |
Jeanne Y. Hamby

Betty G. Miller

John Patton

Bruce Viar

Bill and Kay Wilson

EDUCATION COLLECTION
Earl Buchanan

Susanne Krieg

Mark Parliament

Agnes Baker Pilgrim
Rosalyn R. Rhinehart
Mary Ames Sheret
Thomas Wells

Southern Oregon
Historical Society
Foundation

CIRCLES OF GIVING

Noel and Lovella Moore
Norman and Carol Robinson
Doug and Sandi Schmor
Carol Wilson

Become a member!

YouR MEMBERSHIP will support
the Southern Oregon Historical
Society in its work to collect, preserve,
research and interpret the artifacts and
documents that connect us to the past.

MEMBERS RECEIVE a variety of
benefits including a monthly
subscription to Southern Oregon
Heritage Today, free admission to the
Society’s sites and invitations to
wonderful new exhibits and programs.
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By William Alley

MARKED

the seventy-fifth anniversary of

of Oregon’s statehood, and
Medford was selected by the state
legislature to host the official Diamond
Jubilee festivities. With the country still
gripped by the Great Depression, this
opportunity to host the statewide
celebration generated a great deal of
excitement locally. Many meetings were
held here and elsewhere around the state
to arrange the details of this celebration of
Oregon’s pioneer heritage, which was
scheduled for the week of June 3.

Perhaps the earliest event
commemorating the Diamond Jubilee,
however, was a strictly local affair, hosted by
the Medford Chamber of Commerce on
March 26, 1934. That afternoon, 177
residents gathered at a luncheon at the
Medford Hotel to honor the twenty-nine
surviving “pioneer sons and daughters,”
residents who had made Southern Oregon
their home for the past seventy-five years.
Once seated at their table, “fragrant with
lilacs, roses and forget-me-nots, the old-
fashioned garden flowers, which gave
Oregon her first characteristics of home,”
the guests of honor were presented with
corsages and boutonnieres. Master of
ceremonies for the event was A.E. Reames,
who would later be appointed to fill an
unexpired term in the U.S. Senate in 1938.1

Each honored guest was introduced in
turn by Reames, himself descended from
a pioneer family, including several who
were unable to attend. One of the latter
was B.F. Irvine, editor of the Portland
Journal, fondly described as “the Sage of
Jackass Creek.”?

At the conclusion of the luncheon, the
twenty-nine honored guests, now
officially inducted in the honorary

Jackson County pioneers

gather around a cedar of Quarters

Lebanon dedicated March ~ Century Club,”

26,1934, the same year as were escorted

Oregon’s seventy-fifth across the

anniversary as a state, and street to the

planted in their honor outside recently

the new Jackson County completed

Courthouse in Medford. county
courthouse on
Oakdale

Street. There

they were seated in chairs surrounding a
fourteen-foot-tall cedar of Lebanon tree
planted near the southwest corner of the
new building. The tree had been donated
by local nurseryman N.S. Bennett,
proprietor of the Eden Valley Nursery, to
honor the region’s pioneer settlers.3

Professor Irving Vining, for decades the
preeminent orator of the region, was
selected to deliver the address at the tree’s
dedication. “The Rogue River Valley,
shrined with pioneer memories, takes us
back to the inspiration of the pioneer,”
Vining told the assembled crowd. “The
most precious gift that Oregon can give
the nation today is that spirit of the

pioneer. ... It is in that spirit, which
Oregon will celebrate this year at her
Diamond Jubilee in Medford and
Jacksonville.” The cedar was then
dedicated to the memory of the pioneers
“with a little prayer from all present that
with its growth it will keep alive through
the years the spirit of the early settlers.”
On hand to record the event was J.
Verne Shangle, who took photographs,
and Horace Bromley of the California
Oregon Power Co., who recorded the
event for the Copco Current Events
newsreels. Sadly, while these images of
the dedication have survived, the fate of
the memorial tree is unknown. What is
clear, however, is that the tree no longer
stands where it was originally placed on
the courthouse grounds, another
memorial lost to later generations. &

William Alley is a certified archivist and historian.
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