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Along with having an extremely complex
job as treasurer of the foundation, Dunbar
has run the Dunbar Orchards since 1950.
“It’s been a struggle all these years.” he says.
“We've never been able to compete with

| the Washington market; they have the

1 reputation. Our pears are high quality, but

1 this area has never been able to get the

| yield per acre that they do. Our demise has
| Dbeen coming for years.” The Carpenters are
' no longer in the pear business. Instead,
forty acres of former orchard land is now
used to grow hay. Dunbar Orchards was

! also in the egg business for awhile. Then
came the wine grapes. In 1977, Dunbar’s
daughter Emily and her husband, Brian
Mostue, gave him fifteen grape vines for
Christmas. “It was too many for just the
heck of it and not enough for business,” he
says. “I decided it was an opportunity. I
terraced the southern slope with a D-2
bulldozer and planted more grapes. We

i now have five acres in grapes.”

* Some have had a hard time picturing

: this tall, handsome Harvard man as a

: farmer. Their friend MarAbel

] Frohnmayer says, “We were amazed when
‘ Dunnie decided to be a farmer. He was

‘. our caller for square dances, and it always
1 amused us because of his Boston accent.”
; In fact, Dunbar is indeed a real farmer

| and still can be found digging in the dirt

| and laboring around the land. According

| toJane, “Dunbar is a passionate farmer.

, He loves growing things.”

i In 1964, Dunbar, with Don and Bob

| Root, started the Sabroso Company to

| market byproducts of the orchard industry.
| Pear culls were boiled in a vacuum to

| preserve the color and quality, and the
I

Dunbar and Jane Carpenter, circa 1990, agreed to
Leonard and Winnie’s request to come manage
the family orchards after World War Il. While they
still keep their hand in agriculture with a
vineyard, the couple devotes a
great deal of time and
energy to the Carpenter
Foundation .
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Dunbar was vice-
president and in charge
of sales for over ten years.

As if he didn’t have enough to
do, when four local artists, Betty Allen,
Eugene Bennett, Bob Bosworth, and Jack
Teeters wanted to open a local gallery to
see and show art, they called a meeting of
interested persons. Dunbar attended, was
elected treasurer and director, and for
thirty years, from 1961-1991, gave
thousands of volunteer hours to the
Rogue Valley Art Association.

Nancy Jo Mullen, past director of the
Rogue Gallery and Art Center, says, “Jane
was not as visible as Dunbar, but she was
always there, too, always keeping us on
track, always bringing us back to the

substance of the matter. Both of them were
there year after year through all our
struggles, and they consistently looked on
the positive side. They listened with new
ears every time.”
During those same founding
years with the gallery, Dunbar
also served on the board of
the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival (1961-1967) and
as board president in

1965. “I never had a

president put as much

effort into the job as

Dunbar did,” says Bill

Patton.

Dunbar also was

deeply involved with

founding and funding
the Craterian Ginger
Rogers Theatre, and has
been treasurer from its
inception in 1991 to the
present. Somewhere in there he
also found time to serve on the board
and as president of the Medford Chamber
of Commerce, as founder and president of
KDRV-TYV, as director and chairman of the
Oregon Arts Commission, and as a
member and chairman of the Federal/State
Panel for the National Endowment for the
Arts. And yes, there are many more
commitments, but one has to draw the line
somewhere.

Jane’s list would be equally long, but
suffice it to include her years on the
Oregon Shakespeare Festival Board; sixteen
years on Jacksonville’s Peter Britt Festivals
board; as a member of the Jackson County
Community Action Council; as a member
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of the Oregon Board of Higher
Education from 1975 to 1983; and as
chair of the board’s Academic Affairs
Committee for six years. Jane also
served three years on the board of the
Friends of the University of Oregon
Museum. In 1988 she received the
University of Oregon’s highest honor,
the Distinguished Service Award.

Because of their deep commitment to
the development of the arts in Southern
Oregon and statewide, both Jane and
Dunbar were recipients of the
Governor’s Art Awards in 1985.

Just how many hours do these two
people have in their day?

So many of us who live in the Rogue
Valley have benefited one way or another
from the caring and commitment of the
Carpenters. Let us give thanks to those
three Harvard brothers who took Theodore
Roosevelt’s advice. &

Nancy Bringhurst is an Ashland writer.

ENDNOTES

1. Kay Atwood, Blossoms & Branches (self-
published, 1980), p. 13.

2.The Carpenter Foundation Annual Report
2000-2001.

3. Ibid.

4. Oral Interviews with: Dunbar Carpenter, Jane
Carpenter, Karen C. Allan, Emily C. Mostue,
Bill Patton, Shirley Patton, MarAbel
Frohnmayer, Sabra Hoffman, Alice Rutter
and Nancy Jo Mullen.

THE THREE CHILDREN

of Jane and Dunbar Carpenter have
inherited their parents’ commitment to
community concerns. Their daughter Karen
C. Allan, an attorney, is secretary of the
Carpenter Foundation, and was the first
family member to join her parents on the
board. Karen has served on the board of
the Rogue Valley YMCA and as chair of
the Oregon State Bar Professional Liability
TFund. She and her husband, Stuart Allan,
have one daughter, Robin. Stuart owns
Raven Maps & Images and is one of the
principle authors and the cartographic
editor for the most comprehensive atlas of
Oregon to date, published by the
University of Oregon in 2001.

Next to come on the foundation board
was daughter Emily C. Mostue, vice-
president of the foundation. Emily danced
in the Oregon Shakespeare Festival’s Green
Show long before serving seven years on
the festival board. She was president for
two years, and still serves on the festival’s
Endowment Committee. She also serves
on the Rogue Community College

The Carpenters gather for a family photograph
in 1964. From left are Dunbar Scott, Jane,
Dunbar, Karen, and Emily.

Foundation board. Like her parents, she
has worked on a seemingly endless list of
community projects. She served on the
board of the Story Telling Guild, under the
auspices of the Jackson County Library,
and was involved for years with the
Children's Festival on the Britt grounds in
Jacksonville. Emily also was executive
director of the Metropolitan Arts
Commission in Portland for six years.
Currently she is working on a two-year
project to benefit the Rogue Gallery and
Art Center, the Craterian Ginger Rogers
Theatre, and Art in Bloom. Amateur and
professional artists will submit their designs
on smudge pots to be auctioned in
September 2003.

Emily is married to landscape architect
and planner Brian Mostue, also a
foundation trustee. They are the parents of
Alison and David Mostue.

Dunbar Scott and his wife, Jan, live with
their sons, Nathan and Joseph, in Portland,
Oregon. Dunbar Scott took a circuitous
route to his profession as a psychologist in
Portland. He joined the Peace Corps in
1968, spent his service in the former
French colony of Senegal, then earned a
degree in international relations at the
University of Chicago. Following that, he
worked for the Oregon Legislature for
several years before going on to earn a law
degree from the University of Oregon.
While practicing law, Dunbar Scott was
also getting his doctorate in clinical
psychology. He then took his family off to
Switzerland to study clinical and Jungian
psychology there.

Despite all their accomplishments, there
was plenty of time for fun, too.

“My father could make and do almost
anything,” Emily says. “When we were
young, he designed and built rafts for us,
and we would float down the Medford

irrigation canal on them. Later, he made
wooden frames for the rafts we used on
family trips down the Rogue River. He also
made flags for them with Shakespearean
names like “Caliban.” Skiing was our major
vacation every year. My father’s unique
sense of humor can make us erupt into
laughter. There are always jokes and quips,
and the limericks and poems he writes for
special occasions have been a thread
through our lives.”

Many friends recount the good times
they've shared with the Carpenters.
MarAbel Frohnmayer has fond memories
of their Christmas fondue parties and
original scavenger hunts.

‘What better praise, though, than from
one’s grandchild? Alison Mostue chose her
grandfather Dunbar as the person she most
admired. In an essay she wrote in the sixth
grade, Alison said her grandfather “is a
bold man named Dunbar Carpenter.” She
wrote of how he helped her, how he cared,
how he came to her piano recital, and to
“family math” night at her school. She
ended the essay with, “I have a lot of fun
with my grandpa and that is why he is so
important to me.”

..in the year 2000~
2001, for example,
Jackson and Josephine
counties received
$935,725 in grants
from the Carpenter
Foundation...




Camp Fire Girls were asked to
“adopt” a resident of Hearthstone

Manor in 1974, one girl selected Una
Baker Inch. That wasn't sufficient for this
lifelong educator. Una took it one step
further and ended up “adopting” all seven
Camp Fire Girls.1

Una was a compassionate and
understanding leader in education. She
began her career in Jackson County in
1926 at Elk Trail School and then Oak
Grove School. In 1932, she became the
county’s rural supervisor of education, a
position she held until 1958, when she
retired. As rural supervisor, she often
visited every classroom in Jackson County
in order to lend encouragement to
students and inspire them to greater
achievement. She knew all the students
personally and followed their progress
closely, especially students who fell behind
academically.2

Born in Yamhill County in 1884, Una
Baker graduated from Salem High School
and then received a bachelor of arts
degree in education from the University
of Oregon. She was encouraged to teach
by her father, Lee H. Baker, a Portland
school principal. Lee allowed his young
daughter to tutor students who
experienced difficulty with their studies.
Una believed that these students were
simply “late bloomers” who needed special
attention and an abundance of support.
She also felt the educational
establishment neglected children who
were slow to learn, so she helped establish
schools for the mentally challenged.3

Her involvement with mental health
issues extended to serving on the Jackson
County Mental Health Committee, an
organization that formed the Family
Child Guidance Clinic. For her numerous
years of volunteer work with mental
health services, she was honored in 1965
by the Oregon State Health Association.*

Una had great sympathy for those who
suffered sorrow and illness. She also
devoted many volunteer hours
coordinating projects to help the less
fortunate. She began a program to collect
gifts, clothes, books, and other supplies

Una Baker Inch spends time with “her”
Camp Fire Girls in 1974. Throughout her
life, Una surrounded herself with what
she loved most-children.

each Christmas for patients in the Oregon
State Hospital and the Fairview Home, a
nursing home in Salem. Her program was
so successful they often had too many
gifts and ended up saving them for
birthdays and other occasions.

Loyal commitment to her causes earned
Una a number of honors. Among those,
Una was made a life member of the
National Education Association and the
Jackson County Parent-Teacher
Association after serving as president of
the Jackson County Education
Association and the Oregon State
Education Association. She also became
an honorary member of Delta Kappa
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Gamma, the National Honor Society for
Women in Education.

Una and her husband, Walter Inch, an
engineer and surveyor who built railroads,
had three daughters, seven grandchildren,
and nine great-grandchildren. She lived
her last days as a resident of the
Hearthstone Manor teaching crafts to her
adopted Camp Fire Girls. She died at the
age of eighty-nine.

Sarah Kaip is a freelance writer, editor and
researcher living in Medford.

ENDNOTES

1. Medford Mail Tribune, 10 July 1974.

2. Gischler, Richardson, and Kjelds, eds.,
Lamplighters: Leaders in Learning (Portland:
Metropolitan Press, 1966), p. 113.

3. Ibid.

4. Medford Mail Tribune, 17 October 1965.

5. Medford Mail Tribune, 10 July 1974.



Honorary Lifetime

M. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong,
Medford

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B.
Cheney Foundation, Zacoma, WA

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville

M. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan, Medford

Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy

Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, Ashland

Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime
Kay and Al Alsing, Ashland
Connie Battaile, Ashland

Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. DeArmond,
Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori,
Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford
Mr. Tom Hamlin, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Medford
Mr. Robert A. Johnson, Medford
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford

Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville

Dr. Eugene 1. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA
Alice Mullaly, Central Point

Ram Offset Lithographers, White City
Marilyn L. Sibley, Go/d Hill

Davis Young, Medford

New & Rejoining

BUSINESS
Premier West Bank, Medford

PATRON
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle McLaughlin, Medford

FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Mac Peffley, Jacksonville
Sylvia Sue Scott, Medford

PIONEER/FRIEND
John Enders, Ashland

FRIEND

Debra Boucher, Central Point
Joan Jones, Rogue River

Nancy T. McGrath, Medford
Angel L. Oakhurst, Cave Junction
Ellen Owens, Medford

Renewing

BUSINESS
Minuteman Press, Medford

DIRECTOR
J & DTravel Enterprises, Central Point

S

CURATOR
¢Anne F. Decker, Ashland

*¢Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Edwards,
Ashland

PATRON
“Helen Daun, Medford

FAMILY
Anne T. Anderson, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Hartman,
Jacksonville

*Dr. and Mrs. William C. Husum,
Medford

Rev. and Mirs. Joseph J. Munshaw,
Oregon, MO

**Beth Powell, Medford

*Dr. and Mrs. Milton R. Snow, Medford

Dana Thomas, Jacksonville

PIONEER/FRIEND
Kenneth R. Beebe, Central Point
Dennis Boren, Eagle Point
*Wendell Clausen, Cambridge, MA
Ruth Harrington, Central Point
John Hinderer, Central Point
“Bonita L. Hobbs, Medford
*Aleatha Edsall Slater, Yuma, AZ

FRIEND

*Carol Barrett, Medford

*Thomas Basl, Szayzon

Robert L. Downen, Annandale, VA
*Dr. Paul D. Foster, Medford
Margie Herman, Medford

Steve Johnson, USFS, Ashland
*Josephine County Library, Grants Pass
Evadyn L. MacLeod, Medford
*Ellen Owens, Medford

Mary Paczesniak, Phoenix

Mike Roberts, Vancouver, WA
SOACC, Talent

Ruby F. Whalley, Ashland

Wisconsin Historical Society,
Madison, WI

Woodburn Public Library, Woodburn

*Indicates upgraded membership category or
monetary contribution in addition to
membership dues for Society programs.

“Indicates two year membership.

Donors

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. DeArmond
Judi Drais

Joanne M. Mack

Robert S. Saunders

MEMORIAL
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Mclntyre
in memory of Elmo McGraw

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Watson

IN KIND
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Sheret

GENERAL COLLECTION
William Wayne Cox

Floyd Hayner

Mrs. Leo Taylor

Bruce Viar
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AREFULLY STOWED IN AN ARCHIVAL

quality box in the Southern Oregon Historical

Society’s Research Library are letters from John Tice
to his parents in Covington, Indiana, detailing his trip
west and describing life in Jacksonville in the early
1850s. A letter written along the way in Iowa is typical:

Kanesville, lowa May 8/51
Dear Father + Mother

We arrived here last Saturday all in good health. I
have not received any letter from you since I left
home. I wrote from Mt Pleasant which I suppose
you have received. The Mail comes in Tomorrow
and I will leave my letter open till then [sic] we will
Cross the river Monday and organize a Company
and proceed on our Journey to the Land of Milk +
Honey, their [sic] is not a great many emigrants this
year but more than they expected ...Your son, John!

Looking through my own family scrapbooks, I
encounter a couple of envelopes glued to pages. The
six-cent stamped air-mail envelopes from her fiancé are
addressed to my future mother-in-law in Ashland,
marked with the return address, “U.S.S. Alabama—Band,”
the postmark, “U.S. Navy/May 11, 1945 A.M,” and a
Naval Censor stamp. The letter from this future
husband is signed “Always!!” and tells of the special love
the two shared and the wonder in this recent Ashland
High School graduate’s eyes as he saw the world.

Family as well as museum collections contain
treasures of written correspondence that require special
care to preserve. Here are some guidelines on how to
properly store and preserve your letters.

Carefully remove the letter from the envelope. If the
letter does not include the date in the heading, print
with a number two pencil the year from the postmark.
Never use a pen or felt pen that could bleed. You will
want to store the envelope separate from the letter as
the glue used to make the envelope may be acidic and
could cause damage.

Gently unfold the letter. Store the letter flat.
Opening and closing the letter will eventually wear the
! fold and the paper will become unreadable and
susceptible to tears. If the letter seems brittle, contact a

conservator so as not to further damage the letter and
to assess the letter’s condition. The staff at the
Southern Oregon Historical Society could steer you to
a conservator, or you could check with the American
Institute of Conservation or the Society of American
Archivists.

Carefully remove rubber bands, paper clips, staples,
and other materials from the letter. These materials
could stain or damage the paper and even attract insects.

Sleeve the letter in a buffered file folder. A factor
involved in the breakdown of paper is acid. Buffered
materials with a pH of approximately 7-8.5 will retard
deterioration. Buffered materials are available from the
Society’s Research Library or from conservation and
preservation supply companies. The quality of the paper
and its thickness determine how many letters to put in
a folder. They should not be tightly packed. A highly
damaged letter may require an individual folder. Letters
can be inter-sleeved with buffered paper to protect
them from other papers or to provide support.

Transcribe the letter and use the transcription for
research and discussion with family members.
Examine the original letter periodically, at least once
a year, to check its condition.

The folders are best stored in a sturdy archival
quality (non-acidic) box with a lid.

An important point to consider is where to keep
the box containing the folders. The environment
needs to be consistent and moderate, with good air
circulation. The best temperature is sixty-eight
degrees and forty to fifty-five percent relative
humidity. This means your attic, basement, garage, or
other nonliving spaces are not good choices.

Look through your family scrapbooks, special
memorabilia, and even last month’s mail pile for letters
that you would like to save for future generations. &

Janette C. Merriman is owner of JCM Museum Services, a
business dedicated to the preservation of historical heirlooms.

ENDNOTE

1. Tice letters, Southern Oregon Historical Society
Research Library, SOHS Accession No. 82.147.3.
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