











tragedy, howeven remained elusive. In the from the mere knowledge that some refrain

May 22 edition of the Oregon Journal, the of the balloons had arrived on this with enemy action.
civilian casualties were not mentioned, side of the Pacific.36 The Oregonian’s c
and in fact, the paper’s coverage was statement, 10 its

dismissive of the balloons’ threat. Journal The Journal did report that editors and similar. The pap
editors gave the military substantial credit broadcasters had been urged to continue  from the statemen
for acting proact'wcly when, in reality, the working with the censorship office when desirable that peop

statemnent was 2 reactive one: covering stories related to balloon children, living
bombs.37 It seems safe to speculate that River, be W

The armed services said they took the Bly deaths were 2 detail the papers and cautione

the position that the possibility of pad been instructed 0 continue to Omit. touch or appr
saving even one American life The article concluded, “in case the object.”3? No
through precautionary measures balloons cause 2 casualty, the statement Bly incident was pro
would more than offset any military said it will serve the national interest if thinking when thi
gain which the enemy might make the press and radio and all civilians the statement Was

“from connecting such casualty
I
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County Court To

Attend Meet May 16

County Judge J. R. Heckman
and county commissioners, P. W.
Hotchkiss and B. C. Robinson,
will attend the Associated Coun-
ties meeting to be held in Prine-
ville on May 16, ‘

Other county court members in
attendance will come from Des-
chutes, Klamath, Crook, Harney
and Jefferson counties.

22 Election

. The measure to be voted 6n
June 22 to earmark $10 million
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excess income tax money for the
state building fund will be sys-
tematically presented to voters
by a state wide citizens commit-~
tee, as indicated by the appoint-
ment of six men in various parts
of the state to carry on the work
started by the fathers organizas-
tions of the state unjversity and
colleges. .

“ The urgency of this measure
can be scaled by the importance
of providing educational oppor-
tunities for boys as they return
from the army,” Will Henry sald.
“If only 10 per cent of Oregon’s
enlisted boys and girls desire to
go to college after being must-
red out, the present classroom

of .handling tbe enrollment, If
there is one thing we owe our
boys and girls it is opportunity
to obtaln a higher education in
preparation for the years to
come.”
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During the first thrge weeks,

facilities will be utterly incapable g

Five Families Bereft |
When Explosion Occurs

Jay, Son of
Mr. and Mrs.
N. L. Gifford
Is Victim

An explosion of an unannounced
cause brought tragedy Saturday
to five families of Bly when six
people were killed. One of the
families, Mr, and Mrs. Nick Gif-
ford, who lost their only son and
child, Jay, had lived in Lakeview
for about five years previous to
moving to Bly last June, Another
family, the Einar Engen’s, who
also lost their only child, lived in
Lakeview when their son, Eddie,
was born. Others killed~on the
fishing trip in the Gearhart moun-
tain area just inside Lake coun-
ty were Mrs. Elsie Mitchell, 26;
Sh Menno Sh 11;
Ethel Joan Patzke 13, and Dick
Joe Patzke, 14, all of Bly. The
ooly one in the party who was
not killed was Rev. Archie Mit~
chell, wbo was about 40 feet
away from the others when the
explosion occurred.

Funeral service for Jay Verle
Gifford were held here at the
Presbyterfan church Wednesday
aftmoon with Rev. Eugene Nel-
officlating, Burjal and graveside
services will take place in Med~
ford today.

He was born at Ashland March

ay participated in school and
youth activities durlng his five
years here, and after moving to
Bly he was Scribe in the Bly Boy
Scout troop snd president of his
class.

Fuperal services for the other
four youths were held Wednesday
at Wards Funera] Home in Klam-
ath Falls with Rev. Daniel . B.
Anderson officlating. Burial for
all took place In Linkville ceme-
tery with the exception of one
y.

ward Engen was bornm in
Lakeview 13°years ago -and be-
 sidégils~ parents* né - wikoven
by m grandmother, Mrs, Amélia
Morken of Klamath Falls,

29, 1932 and was 13 years old. -

Sherman Shoemaker was born |

Aprll 9 thru April 30, of the
payroll savings plans of the Sev-
enth War Loan drive, Lake coun-
ty placed seventh In the state
in the percentage of its E bond
quota sold and 16th in the per-
centage of all bonds sold.
In the above period $25,074 in
E bonds had been purchased re-
presenting 9:2 per cent of its E
bond quota, while the state stood | yoan were both borm at C
at 114 percent 6f its quota. In- lee', Minn,, and survivors
dividual purct includl E|clude the parents, Mr. and 2
bonds tolaled $30,074 or 8.4 per|wrapk Patzke: four brothers,
cent of its quota while the state{ wara of Bly; Lt. Albert F
stood at 9 per cent. Corporation| USA air corps; T-Sgt. Jack o
purchases were $519 or 0.5 per army, a prisoner in Germany,
oent against the state’'s 2.5 per| prC Pat J. of the US arm
cent. Germany; four sisters, Mrs. ¥
- Total sales of all types of|pcGinnis, Mrs, James Boyd,
‘bonds were $30,593 or 6.6 per ty and Joyce, all of Bly.
cent of the county quota while| 7The only known surviv

at Lemon Cove, Calif. He leaves
two brothers, Cpl. Fredis Lee of
USA air corps in Germany, anc
Merlin of Bly; three sistrs, Mrs
‘Warrn Moxrison, Rosburg, Mr
Wayne Britton and Francis Sho«
maker of Bly; his grandparent
Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Frasler
Dorris.
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manner that makes the German
stupidity almost smart.*!

Evidently, disclosure of the balloon
bombs’ presence failed to assuage the
guilt of some government officials over
the fate of the Bly six. On May 31, the
Western Defense Command issued a
statement containing the following
information:

You are being informed about
these balloons because they are
dangerous. Six persons have been
killed. You are now in on the
secret. ... Do not be unduly
alarmed. Let us all shoulder this
very minor load in a way such
that our fighting soldiers at the
front will be proud of us.4?

June 1, the Lake County Examiner
was finally free to report on the details
of the tragedy The War Department,
it reported, “told what has been known
to Lake county [sic] for some

The weekly Lake County Examiner
also played the story of the Gearbart
Mountain deaths on the front page of
the May 10, 1945, issue. Again, the
cause of the explosion was reported as
“unannounced.” It was not until June 1
that the paper was free to report the real
cause of the tragedy, following a change
in the governments secrecy policy.

SOUTHERN

failing to warn the public about the
attacks, and Congress awarded a total
of $20,000 to survivors of the victims.
However, later statements by Japanese
military officials confirm the U.S.
government’s initial suspicion that
silence was the best policy for ending
the Fu-Go Project, despite the Bly
tragedy. In 1976, Sakyo Adachi, who
designed radio equipment proving the
viability of the balloon bombs, stated
that if the Japanese government had
known that even one life had been
lost, another 10,000 balloons would
have been launched.

In recent years, the victims of the
balloon bomb have been memorialized
in a number of ways. A monument to
the six people killed stands at the site
where the bomb exploded, and in
1996, a group of Japanese women who
helped make the paper for the balloon
bombs visited the site to offer their
condolences. Remarkably, the women
did not learn what the paper they had
produced was used for until forty years
after the war had ended. The
surrounding wilderness is now a Forest
Service park called the Mitchell
Recreation Area. As mentioned
previously, memorial observances were
held on the fiftieth anniversary of the
event and received extensive coverage
in local newspapers. Now that the
residents of Bly have the freedom to
discuss this tragedy, they are
determined to preserve the memory of
the first—and last-mainland civilian
casualties of World War I1. 8
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liecting Ant

by Mary Ames Sheret

NTIQUE BUTTONS APPEAL

to collectors interested in art and

history. Like fine jewelry, buttons are
works of beauty fashioned on the
smallest palette with paint, enamel,
metal, glass, porcelain, fabric, shell or
plastic. Button designs, uses, and
manufacture provide insights into how
people once dressed and worked. And
some buttons commemorate historical
events while others are collected to
study military history.

Members of the Southern Oregon
Button Club (SOBC) have been
cataloging the Society’s large button
collection for months. In order to
organize and display the collection, the
buttons are mounted on card stock. The
members help each other with
identifications and refer to the “Big
Book of Buttons,” written by Elizabeth
Hughes and Marion Lester for details.

Shown are metal picture buttons that
became fashionable in the late 1800s. It
is one of the most popular button
collecting categories. Brass, tin, or steel
buttons were stamped with a multitude
of designs including people, animals,
birds, flowers, buildings, sports and
pastimes, and familiar scenes from plays,
fables, and nursery rhymes. The hot air
balloon button is especially fine. The
steel cup has a pearl background and the
balloon is embellished with cut steels.

The Southern Oregon Button Club
members have some tips for new button
collectors: leave the shanks attached;
sort by date, material, category, or color;
learn how to properly clean and store
each type of button. For more
information, log on to
http://www.buttonimages.com or
contact the Southern Oregon Button
Club. It meets at noon on the first
Thursday of each month at the Lions
Sight and Hearing Center, 228 N.
Holly Street, Medford. &

Mary Ames Sheret is curator of collections and
exhibits at the Southern Oregon Historical Society.
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Debby Gros and Irene Schleis of the Southern
Oregon Button Club work on cataloging the
specimens in the Southern Oregon Historical
Society’ large collection.




Honorary Lifetime
Mr. and Mirs. Vincent Armstrong,
Medford

Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B.
Cheney Foundation, Zacoma, WA

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan,
Medford

Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy
Marjorie O’'Harra, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett,
Ashland

Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime

Kay and Al Alsing, Ashland
Connie Battaile, Ashland
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point

M. and Mrs. Robert J. DeArmond,
Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford
Mr. Tom Hamlin, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Medford
Mr. Robert A. Johnson, Medford
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford
Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville

Dr. Eugene 1. Majerowicz,
Los Angeles, CA

Alice Mullaly, Central Point

Ram Offset Lithographers, White City
Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill

Davis Young, Medford

New Members

PIONEER/CURATOR

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Applegate,
Danwille, CA

PATRON
*Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hren, Jacksonville
*Dr. and Mis. Peter F. Noyes, Medford

PIONEER/FAMILY
Colleen Clayton, Bellevue, WA

Paul, Connie and Jessie McCoy,
Yreka, CA

FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Black, Medford
Trace Bungay, Ashland

Dr. and Mirs. Bonnar W. Dysart,
Medford

Shelley Elkovich, Ashland
Mr. and Mrs. Bret Fox, Jacksonville
Mr. and Mrs. Ronen Geffen, Asbland

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Harvey,
Eagle Point

Stan Homedew, Grants Pass
John Kakouris, Za/ent

Ruth McLeod, Ashland
Marilu Minor, Medford

Sue Musolf, Medford

*Joan Peterson, Applegate

Mzr. and Mrs. Mike Piccarreta,
Jacksonville

Mzt and Mrs. Verne A. Robinson, Tulent
¢*Mr. and Mrs. Gareth Sadler, Jacksonville
Gina Simmons, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Al South, Medford

Karen Hyneman Starchvick, Jacksonville
Mr. and Mrs. David Steek, Jacksonville
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Stevens, Ashland
Susan Thornburg, Grants Pass

PIONEER/FRIEND
Mary Ann Delsman, Riverside, CA
Earl Hopkins, Tualatin

¢*Marcia Spence Glicksman,
Middletown, NY

Dennis R. Houston,
South San Francisco, CA

FRIEND

*David Argetsinger, Medford
*Vic Biondi, Fair Oaks, CA
*Carmen C. Carlson, Medford
¢Lavelle Castle, Medford
Geraldine Crane, Jacksonville
Mr. and Mis. James Doran, Medford
Barbara Forster, Oregon City
David Jackson, Medford

“Bob Rasmussen, Ashland

Toni Van DeWeghe, Central Point
Norman Vance, Medford

Renewing Members

LIFETIME

*Dr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori,
Jacksonville

PIONEER/DIRECTOR

¢Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Cowling,
Medford

PIONEER/CURATOR
¢Mr. and Mrs. Bob Reed, Jacksonville

PIONEER/PATRON
Mike Burton, Portland

PATRON
Dr. and Mrs. EJ. Barrett, Central Point
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gardner,
Canyon City, OR
*¢Mr. and Mrs. Warren Knox, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Monroe,
Jacksonville

*¢Mr. and Mrs. David M. Thorndike,
Medford

PIONEER/FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Elias, Kensington, CA
**Norman Heryford, Weaverville, CA
*Mr. and Mrs. Bob Houston, Medford
*Dee Linton and Danette Mulrine,

Sacramento, CA
Claire Colvig Oberon, Paso Robles, CA
¢Amy Elizabeth Samson, Portland
¢MTr. and Mrs. Jerome C. Smith,

Grants Pass

FAMILY

Willard Brown, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Butte, Jacksonville

Janis L. Chapman, Applegate

Mr. and Mrs. George Collins, Medford

Claude Curran, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Heikka,
White City
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Mr. and Mirs. Gary Kennedy, Phoenix
John and Nancy Miller, Za/ent
*¢Diane Schaffer, Ashland

Maureen Smith, Gold Hill

Cindy Tayor, Grants Pass

*¢MTr. and Mrs. Thomas Walker,
Sams Valley

*Leanna White, Medford

PIONEER/FRIEND

¢Nita Albrecht, Brookings
¢*Margaret A. Bartley, Ashland
¢Rikki Cuozzo, Medford

Ronald M. Estep, Florence

¢Elaine Gault, Talent

“*Bette Gorden, St. Louis, MO

Jack P. Martin, Lafayette, LA

¢Gary Poole, Wallowa

¢*Mary Ross-Treber, Medford

Evelin Winningham Smith, Phoenix
Christy Van Heukelem, Salem
¢Ann Younger Harwood, Moscow, ID

FRIEND

*Rhoda B. Abrahams, Ashland
¢Patricia J. Bailey, Rolling Hills Estates, CA
Ed Budge, Medford

Barbara S. Carse, Central Point
*Irene Clark, Medford

*Sherry A. Cook, Stevenson, WA
¢Glenda Cossette, Central Point
*Diane Cowan, Ashland
Christopher Day, Tiburon, CA
Douglas County Library, Roseburg
Judy Gerlock, Medford

Jean Garman Gibbons, Medford
Amy Hanson, Ashland

Loren Hedrick, Sedona, AZ
Sharon Marston, Medford

Joelle T. Mathis, Ashland

¢Donna J. Maybee, Medford
Teresa Mettler, Portland

¢Heidi Meyer, Medford
Marguerite Mullaney, Medford
*Dr. Herbert H. Six, Medford
Margaret D. Stephen, Medford
Frances A. Young, Central Point

*Indicates upgraded membership category or
monetary contribution in addition to
membership dues for Society programs.

*Indicates two year membership.

Donors

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth F. Adams
Gwen Edgecomb

Theresa Gieg

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Howe
L.D. Josephson

Jeff LalLande

IN KIND

Deli Down

Great Harvest Bread Company
Northwest Bagel Company

EDUCATION COLLECTION
Peggyann Hutchinson
Douglas Peterson

GENERAL COLLECTION
John Hollensteiner
Marlene Pean
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TIME
TRAVELERS

T & D A ¥

S & D ONOR S
Southern Oregon
Historical Society
Foundation

ENDOWMENT FUND
Mary A. Delsman

New Nember Option

We are pleased to offer a NEW
two-year option in membership for
New and Renewing members. You
will save money and we will save
processing costs. It’s a win all around!

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

Lifetime ... $1,000

Business ... Two years $200  One year $120

Director ... Two years $450  One year $250

Curator ... Two years $200  One year $120
Patron ... Two years $110  One year $60
Family ... Two years $55  One year $30
Friend ... Two years $35  One year $20

[me Travelers

The Southern Oregon Historical
Society is part of the Time Travelers
program.

If you have a yearning to travel,
here is your chance to visit

great museums in 42 states

across the country. Look for
the Time Travelers logo. All
you have to do is show your
Southern Oregon Historical
Society membership card to
receive this special benefit.

Please call Membership
Coordinator Susan Smith at
(541)773-6536 for a brochure on
the museums participating in this
program.

Vg
Leave a Legacy of Southern
Oregon is a community-wide
program established to create
public awareness and to promote
interest in charitable giving
through a will or from an estate.
The Southern Oregon Historical
Society is participating in Leave a
Legacy. Mary Hanley bequeathed
Hanley Farm to the Society in
1982, thereby leaving a historic
legacy for Southern Oregon

residents and visitors who can now
experience the farm’s rich history.
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VISIT TO ONION MOUNTAIN LOOKOUT

in the Siskiyou National Forest is an opportunity to get a
- Llpanoramic view of much of Southern Oregon. The drive
. through the tall pine, fir, and madrone trees is spectacular in
| itself. It can be a day trip, or you can spend a few nights.
. Around 1910, the first fire lookouts were constructed in the
| Pacific Northwest. These lookouts were tall trees with a few
| limbs removed and a four-foot by four-foot covered wooden
| platform scabbed together in the treetop.! Peavine Mountain
. Lookout was more than 100 feet above ground and access was
| by a ladder nailed to the tree.2 The firewatcher was also expected
| to climb down and put out any fires in his area.
| The first lookout on Onion Mountain, built in 1915, was a
| twelve-foot by twelve-foot cabin perched atop a twenty-foot
| platform tower. It was replaced in 1924 with another building
| the same size, on a six-foot-high log platform. It had a glassed-
| in second-story observation cupola in the center. The present
| structure was built in 1952 from a pre-fabricated kit.3
. Former lookout Wayne Cox of Central Point described the kit
© as rudimentary. “It was really just a pile of lumber,” he recalled.
| But that pile of lumber turned into a “new” lookout on a ten-
. foot platform just west of the old one, which Cox had manned
| the year before. It took all summer to build. When Cox returned
| the next summer it was part of his job to paint the interior of the
| new building, as well as scan the surrounding forest day and
| night for any sign of fire.4
| The lookout contained a platform bed, table, chair, cabinet,
- and pedestal on which an Osbourne Firefinder was mounted.
| The firefinder was accurate in pinning down a fire’s direction
* and distance. A dispatcher then checked with other lookouts by
| radio and, using triangulation, pinpointed the exact location of
| the fire so that a crew could be sent in.5 The firewatcher did not
| have to respond, or climb down a 100-foot ladder!
| Sandy Foster of Grants Pass was a firewatcher from 1985 to
| 1993, the last year the Onion Mountain Lookout was manned.6
~ Since 1993, remote weather stations in the area have been used

| to detect lightning strikes. A computer maps these strikes to help

pinpoint any fire. If a fire is close to the station, it will be
manned.”

Foster and Cox both said that star-gazing from atop the
4,438-foot peak is awesome. Bring your telescope, or at least
binoculars, to take in the sparkling beauty of the night sky far
away from the city lights. You may even find yourself enjoying
the quiet, away from the hustle and bustle of a busy life, and
discovering the real meaning of the word ... “relax”! &

Loren Pryor is a lifelong resident of the Rogue Valley and a Central Point
Jfreelance writer.

To reach Onion Mountain Lookout from Grants Pass, travel
west on Redwood Highway 199, approximately 6.5 miles to River
Banks Road and turn right. Proceed 5.5 miles to Shan Creek Road |
(a single-lane gravel road with turnouts); turn left. Drive eight
miles to the top. At the intersection of Forest Road 2509, turn
right and proceed to a three-fork intersection. Take the middle fork |
to a locked yellow gate. Day-trippers will have an easy hike the last
0.8 mile from the gate.

Overnight guests will be given a key when renting the
lookout, so don’t worry about carrying all your gear, food,
and water up the hill. You will be able to drive right up to the
lookout. Additional information is available by calling the
Siskiyou National Forest at (541) 471-6500, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30
p-m., Monday through Friday.

ENDNOTES

1. “Nature of the Northwest,” <http://www.firelookout.com> (2 April 2002).

2. Siskiyou National Forest photo No. 24716A.

3. <http://www.naturenw.org/cabin info.htm> (2 April 2002).

4. Author interview with William Wayne Cox, Central Point, 6 April 2002;
Country Weekly, Grants Pass, 13 June 2001.

5. Interview with Larry Cosby, Forest Service recreation planner, Siskiyou
National Forest, 2 April 2002.

6. Author interview with Sandy Foster, Grants Pass, 6 April 2002.

7. Crosby interview.
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