








:Xolmes Par~ 
John Holmes, son of Harry Holmes of 

Harry and David Bear Creek Orchards, 
once lived in the white mansion on South 
Modoc Avenue. On May 3, 1973, he 
deeded the 19 .4-acre parcel surrounding 
his home to the city to be turned into a park 

This neighborhood park has two 
parts-one manicured and the other 
natural. The manicured part includes a 
tiny playground, a round track (five times 
equals a mile), picnic tables, tennis courts, 
and a large field in the center of the track 
used for soccer and softball games. 

The natural area, with unpaved paths 
ascending and descending hills, has been 
devoted to disc golf This sport provides 
participants a chance to play golf without 
expensive clubs, dues or green fees. All they 
need is a Frisbee and some know-how. 
Enthusiasts play year-round, whether under 
blistering heat or against strong winds. 

Hoover Elementary School and the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management placed a 
granite map identifYing peaks to the south, 
on the hill facing a spectacular view. Behind 
are two rows of benches for outdoor classes. 

The natural area constantly 
changes-green in winter, tall swaying 
grasses in early summer until mowed, then 
hot August gold. School children practice 
their running on the paths and shout to 
each other on early mornings amid the 
mature oaks dotting the grounds. 

In 1944, city officials 

and locals, concerned 

about the future of the 

nation's youth, wanted to 

create something lasting, 

cohesive, and youth-

friendly in their own 

community. 

GJJonahue-cgrohnmayer 
This park land located on Spring and 

Springbook once belonged to two 
families, the Donahues and the 
Frohnmayers-good friends and neighbors 
since the 1940s. On December 15, 1989, 
the city purchased the Donahues' five-acre 
parcel. Then the Frohnmayers donated 
their adjoining 5.75-acre parcel on 
December 20, 1989, for use as a park. 

Holmes Park packs a lot of features into a small, developed space on Modoc Avenue, 
including a jogging track, a playground, tennis courts, and a "disc golf" course in the 
unlandscaped natural area. Below, Donahue-Frohnmayer Park is built on a pair of 
properties once owned by two Medford families on the north side of Spring Street. Its 
special feature is a memorial grove where residents can honor loved ones they have lost. 

This neighborhood park, with its 
playground, paved paths, and covered 
picnic area, was chosen as the site for the 
WinterSpring Memorial Grove, the city's 
millennium project. Landscape architect 
John Gailbraith volunteered to design the 
memorial setting, to be placed in the 
northwest corner of the park in a natural 
grove of native oaks. He incorporated the 
ideas of volunteers with WinterSpring (a 
support network for those dealing with 
grief and loss), bereaved people, and 
members of Medford's Tree Committee 
who participated in the planning process.8 

The 1.5-acre Memorial Grove will have 
a waterfall, a curving stone wall inscribed 

with names of loved ones, and benches to 
offer a place for quiet reflection. 

The desire to leave memorials to loved 
ones is a strong one. According to city 
Parks Director Greg Jones, "We receive 
calls almost every month-pleas from 
bereaved families seeking a lasting way to 
remember their loved ones. They want to 
plant a tree or buy a bench." He says the 
result has been a patchwork of private 
memorials placed throughout the city's 
parks, scattered shrines that challenge 
work crews trying to balance reverence 
and basic maintenance. The Memorial 
Grove will provide one public area for all 
to share.9 
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G_Railroad Park 
The most unusual city park of all, 

Railroad Park, is located at the end of 
Berrydale Avenue off Table Rock Road. 
When the whistles blow, visitors scramble 
aboard the scaled-down trains for a mile­
long adventure. The volunteer engineers 
offer free rides (donations cheerfully 
accepted) on the second and fourth 
Sundays from April through October. 

Railroad Park began in 1962 with a 
single locomotive. When the Medford 
Corporation (Medco) discontinued using 
trains to transport logs from Butte Falls 
to its mill in Medford, the company 
decided to part with its locomotives. 
Medco donated one to the city for public 
display in west Medford's Jackson School 
Park. Built by Willamette Iron and Steel 
Works of Portland, it became known as 
the Medco 4-Spot. 

The Pacific Northwest Chapter of the 
National Railway Historical Society 
attempted to obtain title to the engine 
and move it to Portland. Medford railroad 
enthusiasts then formed a Southern 
Oregon Chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society and appealed to the 
city to find a parcel of land for a 
permanent historical railroad park where 
the Willamette locomotive could be 

The distinctive lines of a caboose tickle train 
fanciers' imaginations at Medford's Railroad 
Park, which features an old Medco logging 
locomotive and train rides offered by members of 
the Southern Oregon Live Steamers on a small­
gauge railroad that winds around the park. 

displayed. The Southern Oregon Live A fJ fJ Q) f) 
Steamers and the Rogue Valley Model m tVa I arK 
Railroad Club joined the cause. The city . 
offered a choice of four parcels, from Alba Par~, a spec1al-us~ park, was once 
which the present site was chosen. In known as ~1ty Par~ or.L1brary Park 
1986 the railroad enthusiasts moved the because of 1ts locatwn m downtown 

) 

locomotive-the only remaining 
Willamette locomotive in Oregon-from 
Jackson Park to its permanent home in 
the new Railroad Park.lO 

Besides the full-size locomotive, the 
park has a double-decker car barn, 
switching yard, crossing gates, train 
station, tunnels and a 70-foot trestle 
bridge built entirely from donations from 
the community and club members. 
Members of the Live Steamers build, own 
and operate locomotives on the 7 1/2-
inch gauge track. 

Other railroad-related groups also share 
the park: the Model Railroaders, Garden 
Railroad Scale, and Morse Telegraph 
Group. Children especially thrill at the 
chance to try Morse code. 

Donations from Southern Pacific, 
Weyerhaeuser, and Medco are on 
permanent exhibit: semaphore signals, a 
model caboose, a flanger (for removing 
snow), a 1940-vintage caboose, and a 
hopper car, to name a few. 

Medford across from the Carnegie 
Library. Shade trees and picnic tables 
provide a peaceful setting for downtown 
workers seeking fresh air and a break from 
the daily routine. 

In the center of the park a memorial 
statue of a boy and two dogs sits above a 
pond once filled with lilies. Charles and 
Callie Palm placed it there in 1934 as a 
memorial to their son. 

The land was donated to the city by the 
Oregon Transcontinental Railway in 
1910, one-half to be used for a park and 
the other half for the county's Carnegie 
Library. The park was dedicated on 
January 20, 1931. Upon completion of a 
new library, the Carnegie site reverts back 
to the city. 

Due to its location and ambiance, the 
park is a popular place for events 
including the Pear Blossom Festival, 
political rallies, art festivals, and the 
Friday noon summer concerts. 

A Japanese cannon dating back to World 
War II sits quiet now. Captured during the 
war, it was placed in the park when the war 
was over. Children are especially fascinated 
with this relic. 

Mter the terrorist attacks on the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon on 
September 11, 2001, the elegant park 
gazebo, usually used for happy occasions, 
became a place for grieving citizens to 
place flowers, letters, and poems. 

Library Park was renamed Parco d' 
Alba on May 31, 1985, Memorial Day, 
when the original Alba Park on Highway 
99 was rededicated as Veterans Park. 

Loaded down with souvenirs and happy 
memories, park visitors look forward to 
their next visit, to hear the "All aboard!" 

This gazebo is a focal point of shady Alba Park, named for Mulford's Italian sister city, and 
formerly known as Library Park. 

VoL.4,No. 6 

12 

't 
i 

l 

I 



~eterans Park 
This park began with a single maple tree. 

In 1919, a young man named Paul Rynning 
planted it in memory of a friend killed in World 
War I. After that, other trees were planted, each 
a dedication to the memory of a World War I 
soldier who had given his life in the war. The 
2.3-acre parcel belonging to Jackson County 
evolved into Maple Grove Memorial. 

In 1938, World War I veteran Charley 
Myers came to Medford to head up 
maintenance and building for the CCC, 
with headquarters adjacent to the memorial, 
then overgrown. Myers met a grieving 
couple standing in the Memorial Grove next 
to the tree they had planted in their son's 
memory twenty years before. They told him 
the story of the trees-how people had 
planted them in memory of their war dead. 

Myers approached Captain Meyering, 
commanding officer of the local CCC 
division, with the moving story, and CCC 
workers became involved. They cleared 
brush and weeds, removed dead trees, 
trimmed others, and planted grass seed. The 
CCC maintained the memorial until the 
corps was disbanded in 1942, not long after 
Pearl Harbor.ll 

During the following years Kiwanis and 
the Jaycees contributed to the park's upkeep. 

On August25, 1958,Jackson County 
conditionally deeded the property to the city 
of Medford for purposes of a public park. It 
officially became known as Maple Grove 
Park. On September 1, 1962, the park was 
rededicated and its name changed to Parco 
d' Alba in honor of the city's sister city, 
Alba, Italy. 

On August 14, 1966, the Veterans of 
World War I, Barracks 540, together 
with its auxiliary, erected a small 
monument in the park honoring the 106 
war dead. The inscription told "The 
Story of the Trees." Local folks recall 
that from sometime during the 1920s 
until after World War II, a four-foot­
square sign nailed to a tree bore the 
inscription "Veterans Park." It is 
unknown who placed it there or who 
removed it. There is no record of any 
formal dedication proceedings. 

Myers, as a member of the Jackson 
County Veterans Allied Council, 
requested that the council look into 
restoring the park to its original purpose. 
The council passed a motion to do so 
and nearly four years later, on Memorial 
Day, May 31, 1982, the park was 
rededicated as Veterans Park. 

According to Al Mullis, a veteran and 
chairman of the Veterans Memorial 
Committee, "The park was created 
through donations ranging from labor to 
materials. But, it's not complete. 
Eventually the sycamores and hawthorne 
trees will be removed to make way for 
fifty-one maples, mostly started from 
seeds taken from the first tree planted in 
the park. The trees will honor the fifty­
one local casualties ofWorld War 1."12 

The volunteer Veterans Committee 
oversees construction of memorials and 
maintains and improves the park, which 
features a flag plaza, rose gardens, and 
granite walls inscribed with names of 
donors and memorial plaques. 

The Gold Star Memorial Circle is for 
those killed or missing in action in all 
wars, including those killed in recent so­
called peacetime. Central to Memorial 
Circle stands the memorial stone-a five­
foot-high figure of"The Patriot" 
sandblasted onto the face of an 8112- by 
31/2-foot granite stone. The Patriot 
represents the citizen soldier of yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow proudly bearing arms. 

The Honor Circle is dedicated to any and 
all recipients of the Purple Heart medal. 

The theme of the Veterans Memorial 
in Veterans Park is "Just to say thank 
you." The memorial is not a monument 
to war, nor even to peace. And it is not a 
cemetery. It is simply to say from the 
thankful hearts of a grateful people: "We 
remember."13 

Parks provide a sense of ownership, of 
preserving something good-for the love 
of the land. 

Starting with a maple planted in 1919 in 
memory of a local man killed in World War L 
Veterans Park now includes monuments of thanks 
to all who have served their country. 

According to Jones, the city's parks 
director, "It's a privilege to participate in 
preserving the open space for future 
generations. When I see children 
playing, or someone tossing a Frisbee, it's 
worth it all."14 

As Will Rogers once said about land, 
"They ain't makin' it anymore." I 

Met!ford .free-lance writer Molly Walker Kerr is a 
three-year veteran of the Met!ford Parks Commission. 
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F H o ,\1 T II E A H. C II I \' E S 

Wllat h til~ I~ar 1llat Wa~~ by Bill Miller 

rICK UP AN OLD NEWSPAPER AND BECOME A BELIEVER. There really isn't anything new under 
the sun. Not only the headlines, but sometimes entire stories could easily be pulled out of the past, placed in any of today's 
newspapers, and no one would know the difference. These are local-interest stories, not necessarily national or foreign news. 

We pride ourselves on our original thinking, while often promoting solutions that were championed long ago and forgotten. 
Here are excerpts from one year of"page-one" reporting by Medford newspapers. Your assignment is to determine when 

these stories were written. Names or phrases that could reveal the year have been edited out. Endnotes do not include the 
newspaper's name or year of publication. The answer is given in the form of a simple word puzzle in the last paragraph. We 
offer only one clue: the year you seek is in the early part of the twentieth century. 

Good Luck! 

ILLS OF LOCAL PEAR INDUSTRY PONDERED. Pear growers of the Rogue Valley met yesterday 
afternoon in a three-hour clinic, which delved thoroughly into some of the ills of the industry here. The industry is not near 
death, but neither is it enjoying peifect health.1 

ROGUE BILL IS PASSED BY BOTH HOUSES. M easure Forbidding More Dams Now Goes to Governor. 
With passage of the bill, upper R ogue sportsmen have secured the measure they deem necessary for protection of fishing. 2 

BUILD A GRAND MUNICIPAL PARK ALONG BEAR CREEK POPULAR IDEA. Since 
expressing this idea in our columns last week, we find we have hit a popular municipal chord 3 

PROBLEM OF TRAFFIC TO BE STUDIED. Crowded Streets Must Be Cleared Up, Is Opinion. The necessity 
of working out some adequate system of parking in downtown Meciford was emphasized It was suggested that the one-hour 
parking limit be enforced on just one side of the street so that those who drive to work could park on the other side. 4 

KLAMATH WAR HAS SLOW OPENING. L egislature Refuses To Ask Congress ToAidirrigationists. The 
irrigation district was settled a long time ago, by farmers who bound themselves to pay the government for the project, 
which gives them water, together with all consequent expenses. The charges were originally low, but have increased to the 
point that farmers say they are a heavy burden. 5 

HATCHERY IS HARD HIT BY LACK OF FISH. A highly authoritative source says that the government 
fish hatchery on the upper R ogue is experiencing dif.Jiculty in getting salmon to spawn and would find its hatching 
operations curtailed to twenty-jive per cent of last years figures. 6 

SKATING ON STREET IS UNDER BAN. The city council lowered the hammer last night on skaters, calling 
them a public nuisance. An ordinance was passed making it unlawful for anyone to skate on the streets of Meciford Nothing 
was said about skating on the sidewalks, but the general opinion is that there won't be much of it done, since it will be 
necessary to take off skates to cross any street from one sidewalk to another. 7 

The most chilling and dreadful news item found during this mystery year was the newspaper's announcement of a new daily feature: 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN CRIMINALS USE PLANES? There is not a useful invention that 
has not been turned to destructive uses. Electricity, greatest servant of mankind, takes its toll of lives and damage. The same 
gas that is a dreadfUl wartime weapon is an aid to agriculture in times of peace. 

What of the airplane? Police officials are already worrying about the time when outlaws will adopt it for more then just 
illegal substance transportation. 8 

"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it," warned American poet/philosopher George Santayana. 
Surely the past holds out more hope than is carried in Santayana's gloomy prediction of doom. When we remember the past, we see 
the threads of experience and humanity that we share with our ancestors. It can be comforting to know that they thought about the 
same things that we think of today. We say our lives are better than the lives of those who came before us, and they said the same 
thing. True, we study the past to avoid previous mistakes, but also to relish the joy of our human commonality. The worlds of past 
and present are different, but in many ways, they, and the people who live in them, are exactly the same. 1il: 

Bill Miller is a historian with the Southern Oregon Historical Society. 
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Lifetime 
Kay and Al Alsing, Ashland 
Connie Battaile, Ashland 
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert]. DeArmond, 

Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. John H amlin, Mec!ford 
Mr. Tom H amlin, Mec!ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Mec!ford 
Mr. Robert A. Johnson, Mec!ford 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Mec!ford 
Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville 
Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz, 

Los Angeles, CA 
Alice Mullaly, Central Point 
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City 
Davis Young, Medford 

New Members 
PATRON 
Penelope Martens, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. George Wheeler, 
jacksonville 

PIONEER/FAMILY 
Jacqueline Mitchell, Mec!ford 

FAMILY 
Barb and Kristen Alexander, Medford 
~Lori Koljord Johnson, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Lewis, Ashland 
~Lee and Marilyn Lewis, Jacksonville 
Annette Murphy, Medford 
Bill and Karen Smaw, Grants Pass 

PIONEER/FRIEND 
~Mr. Dale Casey, MecijOrd 
Diane Marsh, Pullman, WA 
Julia Woosnam, Half Moon Bay, CA 

FRIEND 
~Jesse Biezanz, Talent 
Daurel Coolidge, Medford 
~ Cheryl Hass, Medford 
~ Gerald Parsons, Florence 
April Thomas, Ashland 

Renewing Members 
LIFETIME 
*Marilyn L. Sibley, Gold Hill 

PIONEER/BUSINESS 
Rogue Valley Optometric Clinic, Medford 

BUSINESS 
Eden Valley Orchards, Medford 
~ LTM, Incorporated, Medford 
State Historic Preservation Office, Salem 

PIONEER/CURATOR 
~Mr. and Mrs. Jack Day, MecijOrd 
~Mr. and Mrs. John Stewart, Talent 

PIONEER/PATRON 
~ H.L. Bush, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy G. Kimball, Medford 

PATRON 
Verne Beebe, jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. W.F. Bonner, White City 
~Mr. and Mrs. John Dailey, Medford 
~Dorothy H. Parke, Mec!ford 
~Bob and Pat Powell, Portland 
*Karen Roemer, Medford 
~Tim and Ann Haworth Root, Mec!ford 
~Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schultz, Ashland 
~Mr. and Mrs. Marc Smith, Shady Cove 
~ Donald Russell Sweet, Ashland 
John Toso,Ashland 
~Dr. and Mrs. Jack Walstrom, MecijOrd 

PIONEER/FAMILY 
~Mr. and Mrs. Robert Buder, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Emery, Ashland 
~Barbara]. Gibb, Mec!ford 
~ Wes Hardey, Ashland 
*Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hayes, Roseburg 
Colin McCoy and Christine Reising, 

Eagle Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Perdue, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Robinson, 

Tucson,AZ 
Bill and Janet Rosecrans, Gold Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Thorpe, Ashland 
~Mr. and Mrs. H. Dewey Wilson, 

Medford 

FAMILY 
Dorothy Orth Barnes, Mec!ford 
*Jean H. Black, Mec!ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Boucher, Jr., 
Jacksonville 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Brown, Central Point 
The John Christiansen Family, 
Jacksonville 

*Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corbeth,jacksonville 
~Mr. and Mrs. Gerald V. Cramer, Medford 

Nancy R. Fox, Mec!ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hailicka, Butte Falls 
*Glen and Clara Harper, White City 
~Mr. and Mrs. A. Gene Henry, Mec!ford 
~ Michael House and Candyce Armstrong, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis]. Hyatt, Eugene 
~Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jewett, Mec!ford 
~Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Leahy, Mec!ford 
~Mr. and Mrs. James A. Muncie, 

Medford 
*Christine Norton-Cotts, Ashland 
James T. Oleson Family, Jacksonville 
Dr. and Mrs. Doug Philips, Medford 
~ Mr. and Mrs. Will Rodden, Ashland 
~Mr. and Mrs. James A. Rowlett, 

Medford 
~ Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schatz, Medford 
Charles L. Scott, Mec!ford 
Mr. and Mrs. W.S. Shurtz, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Sipfle, Ashland 
~Hubert Smith, jacksonville 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Stevens, 
jacksonville 

*Mr. and Mrs. Carl P. Strand, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Watson, Applegate 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Dewey Wilson, Medford 
~Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Wilson, Ashland 

PIONEER/FRIEND 
Leeda S. Bishop, Ashland 
David S. Brown, Medford 
~Martin E. Burke, jacksonville 
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Martha Cline, Medford 
June Cougle, Grants Pass 
~Thomas A. Emmens, Eugene 
Nancy Fieguth, Rogue River 
~Jean Frazier, Ashland 
Steve Glass, Central Point 
Kay Green, Central Point 
Gerald E. Kubli, Yreka, CA 
~ Diane Marsh, Pullman, WA 
~Gail E. Orell, La jolla, CA 
Patricia Furry Popow, Mec!ford 
Ronald B. Samuels, Studio City, CA 
~ Billianne Thomas, Mec!ford 
Ted Wharton, Mec!ford 
~ Carol Wilson, Grants Pass 
Virginia Witter, Gresham 
~Douglas Wobbe, Beaverton 
~Robert L. Wobbe, Mec!ford 

FRIEND 
~ Stuart Allan, Medford 
Allen County Public Library, 

Fort Wayne, IN 
~Laura Angel, Medford 
~ Keith Arnold, Yreka, CA 
Ruth Atkinson, Shady Cove 
Ted Ballard, Gold Hill 
~Harold Barrett, Medford 
Neil A. Benson, Ashland 
~Anne Billeter, Medford 
Adelaide S. Brown, Ashland 
~ Joseph M. Buder, jacksonville 
~ Sandy Cathcart, Prospect 
~ Dorothy Claflin, Phoenix 
~ Edward H. Collins, Mec!ford 
~Roger DeShazer, Eagle Point 
L. Dean DeVore, Medford 
~Walter Dimmock, Ashland 
~ Leslie S. Edwards, Pleasant Ridge, MI 
~ Helen M. Fields, Grants Pass 
~Edward S. Gilkey, Eagle Point 
~Gladys Greene, Ashland 
Lorene Hale, Mec!ford 
Marie Hebert, Ashland 
Alea Kent, Ashland 
Molly Kerr, Medford 
~Jean Zacharisen Kircher, Tigard 
Nicolene Knapp, Medford 
~ William A. Knoppow, Ashland 
~ JeffM. LaLande, Ashland 
~Peter Lastiwka, Medford 
~Mildred Baird Lawson, 
Arkansas City, KS 
~Ted Lawson, Roseville, CA 
~Jon H. Lilligren, Mec!ford 
~Art McKee, Prospect 
Norman Mills, Eagle Point 
~ Ed Milne, Mec!ford 
~Marion Moten, Ashland 
~ Nicolene M. Knapp, Mec!ford 
~ David A. Oas, Ashland 
~George Owens, Ashland 
Bruce Oxley, Ashland 
Marjorie Peterson, Central Point 
~ Richard Pflugrad, Mec!ford 

Ed Pitcairn, Medford 
~ Dr. John H . Price, Mec!ford 
Edith Rawlings-Hatch, MecijOrd 
~ Geri Read, Medford 
~ A.L. Ricketts, Medford 

Bruce 0 . Rogers, Mec!ford 

HERITAGE TODAY 

~ Debra Rowland, Eagle Point 
David Schwartz, Central Point 
~Maxine D. Scott, Ashland 
~Ruth M . Shutes, Mec!ford 
Harry N. Smith, Grants Pass 
~ Estel Sohler, Ashland 
~Louise G. Speegle, Mec!ford 
~Beverly Bishop Spidel, Tigard 
~ Sylvia Surratt, Mec!ford 
~Laurie Teply, Medford 
~Elva M. Tepper, Shady Cove 
University of CA Library, Berkeley, CA 
~ Myrna Wagler, Central Point 
~ Suzanne L. Watkins, Chiloquin 
~ Dean Welch, Mec!ford 
~ Edna Wolff, Central Point 
~ Mary Zvonek,jacksonville 

*Indicates upgraded membership category or 
monetary contribution in addition to 
membership dues for Society programs. 

~Indicates two year membership. 

Donors 
Greg Applen 
Ann and Bruce Butte 
Roger P. Bernard 
Malcom and June Byers 
Mr. and Mrs. R.W. Dill 
Viola Donahue 
Bruce and Jeanette Eliason 
Dorann H. Gunderson 
Carol Holzkamp 
Hans D. Jensen 
Lori Koljord Johnson 
Donald W. Kitchen 
Theodora Lilligren 
Kenneth and Virginia McGraw 
Lola Milhoan 
Lovella Moore 
Beverly S. Morris 
John and Nadine Purcell 
Geri Read 
Lloyd and Karen Selby 
Billianne Thomas 
Larry Thorpe and Gwendolyn Scott 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Turner 
Tom and Anne Upton 
Leona]. Wobbe 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
AVISTA Utilities 
Dee Deal 

MATCHING GIFT 
Corning Incorporated Foundation 

Robert L. Edwards 

MEMORIAL 
In Memory if Lawrence Powell 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth H . Jones 
Thomas Kerr 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTOR 
Signa Mitchell 

Southern Oregon 
Historical Society 
Foundation 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
David S. and Afton Brown 
Suzanne L. Watkins 



PRESERVATION PROFILE 

by Joe Peterson 
anonymously were all dead. One had been stolen and returned 

~ 
dead while two others were killed by a car on Winburn Way. 

OMETIMES HE RODE HIS HORSE AND Maintaining a swan presence has always been a challenge, but 
sometimes he simply peered out the window of his chauffeur- one solidly embraced by the city and the parks commission. 
driven Lincoln limousine noting the empty pond. Despite a Ashland swans have been victims of vandals, cars, other animals, 

consuming preoccupation with early 1920s Ashland development and natural causes over the past eighty years.5 More recently, 
and politics, newcomer Jesse Winburn thought about swans polluted, stagnant pond water has been the culprit. A decision to 
too-lots of them, every time he passed the upper pond in Lithia remove historic dams on Ashland Creek to improve fish habitat 
Park on his way to and from his cabin high in the canyon. resulted in a loss of fresh water flowing through the pond and yet 

Clearly, that pond needed swans and if the city couldn't see fit another swan death. This latest episode caused one visiting wag to 
to buy some, Jesse vvould. Brimming r;:;:;:-;;;:;;::::;;;;;:;;;:;~=::;;;;;;;:---:;;;====.?==:::--::;--j note vliL~ Catch 22 irony, "You killed 
with the confidence that self-made the swan to save the fish!" 
wealth generates, he promptly Until2000, white swans were so 
ordered a dozen white swans at much a part of Ashland's identity 
Simpson's Hardware. that everything from city stationary 

But Simpson, not yet a self- to parking lot signs to police officers' 
made man and consequently more uniform patches proudly depicted 
frugal, " ... found that swans would ~ graceful swans. No more. A new city 
cost seventy-five dollars a bird and ~ logo is now officially in place. And as 
decided six would be enough."l Thus iil for the real swans? Their future 
began an eighty-year Ashland ~ reintroduction to the pond is yet to 
tradition of maintaining swans in ! be decided by the parks commission. 
Lithia Park.2 It is little wonder long- ~ If the decision were left to those 
time residents assert rather matter- ~ responding to a spring 2001 Daily 
of-factly, "They've always been here." ~ Tidings Web site poll though, 

More than half a century of swan t swans would make a comeback. 
habitation later, and in honor of the e Overwhelmingly, respondents 
new Black Swan Theatre opening, ~ voted "yes" when asked, "Should 
yet another Ashland resident would 8 the city keep swans in Lithia 
purchase swans for the park. "I 5 Park?"6 But then, as long as anyone 
thought it would be kind of neat to .5: can remember, "They've always 
have a couple of black swans in the A youngster releases one if a pair of black swans into the lower been here." 1il: 
lower pond,"3 recalls Duane Smith duck pond at Lithia Park in 1977, to honor the opening of the 
who, with young daughters in tow, Black Swan Theatre. The resident white swans chased the 
traveled to a Northern California black swans out, though, and park workers relocated the black 

joe Peterson is an adjunct history instructor 
at Southern Oregon University. 

farm where the girls picked out birds to the upper pond. 
two healthy specimens. 

Shortly after a February 1977 "swan ceremony" installing the new 
birds, the resident and much more aggressive white swans took little 
time in running the newcomers out. Separate but equal seemed 
to be the Ashland Parks and Recreation Commission solution to 
the dilemma as the birds were relocated to the upper pond 
appropriately renamed "Black Swan Lake."4 Unfortunately, 
within fourteen months the Smith swans and another donated 

/:~":!a 
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