


























With the valuation of his property falling
to $15,500 in 1912, and fruit profits
modest, Egan no doubt was thinking of
alternate sources of income. How lucky to
find a profession so intimately linked with
the game he loved.13

Egan’s return to tournament golf, if not a
refuge from his troubled marriage, certainly
presented the couple with a major conflict.
It’s probably not coincidental that just two
weeks after Nina left for Chicago in 1914,
Egan traveled to Eugene for a golf
tournament between each city’s best
players. After this competitive warm-up, he
drove to Seattle to play in the Pacific
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Egan, at left in the white shirt, plays a round
of golf with friends, circa 1915. Roxy Anne
Peak rises in the background.

second annual intercity series. This time
the meeting included a tennis tournament
and Egan, with partner Hal Bingham, won
the doubles tennis championship.
Bingham, also from Chicago, owned the
Miravista Orchards, which adjoined Egan’s
property on the north. Their camaraderie
would not last.15

For the next four years, with trouble in
his personal life and the slow collapse of

Northwest the local orchard
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Jack Neville, At the ~ ©n that day his team played and beat their 1914 Egan ’
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United States Golf Medford Mail Tribune said of Egan’s had secretly filed

Association ranked
Egan as the eighth
best amateur golfer
in the nation. In
December, Egan

joined with his peers

in the Society
Vaudeville at the
Page Theater in

Medford and had his

playing: The American team owed the
veteran’s victory largely to Egan’s phenomenal
approaches from all distances. Time and again
the Pacific coast star, who won the United
States amateur title for the first time 30 years
ago, broke his opponents’ hearts with roll-up
shots that stopped dead at the pin after it

for divorce in
Chicago. Saying
that Chandler was
in love with
another woman,
Nina was granted
the divorce and
was awarded

appeared the British had won the hole. custody of their
B o e e e e b e e daughter. In
January 1917,

photo taken as he
danced with Dorothy Conner. He was
pretending that nothing had changed, but
everything was changing. He was losing his
marriage, and for a while, golf and
agriculture would be his only comforts.14
In the spring of 1915, Egan returned to
Chicago for a short visit with his family.
He left a week later—alone. By the first of
April he was preparing for a golf
tournament at the Panama-Pacific
Exposition in San Francisco. His golf was
improving, and in July he won the first of
five Pacific Northwest Amateur golf
championships. Earlier in the year Eugene
golfers had come to Medford to play in the

Nina shocked Medford society by marrying
Egan’s former tennis partner, Hal
Bingham, and returning to the Rogue
Valley. Romantic rumors had it that while
Egan was away, Bingham had pursued
Nina by riding his horse from his orchard
to hers. Though possible, it is more likely
they began to seriously court each other
after 1914, while Nina was living in
Chicago.16

Perhaps the “other woman” was Alice
Barrett Scudder, who according to friends,
kept her eye on Egan from the day she met
him. Their first encounter probably came
while Alice was visiting her sister Winnie,
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wife of Medford orchardist Leonard
Carpenter. Alice was married to John
Arnold Scudder at the time, but the
marriage was in trouble. In 1913, Scudder
gave Alice nearly forty-eight acres of
Jackson County orchard land. By April of
1916, Alice Scudder was using her maiden
name “Barrett” in probate documents filed
in Chicago, indicating that she was already
divorced. With Nina remarried, Chandler
Egan and Alice took their marriage vows
in a private San Francisco ceremony in
April 1917.17

Weeks before Egan’s second marriage,
the United States had declared war on
Germany. Nine months later the Medford
Golf and Country Club (at Springbrook
and McAndrews) was abandoned when the
mortgage holder, Pacific Mutual Life
Insurance Company, initiated foreclosure
proceedings. After paying the Jackson
County sheriff $6,082 in overdue taxes, the
lending company regained control of the
property. Most of Egan’s wealthy Chicago
friends had left the valley during the
economic recession, many of their
properties also having been repossessed by
Pacific Mutual. Egan’s property was safe, as
he had made final payment to the Bates
brothers in May 1916. Unlike his friends,
he would stay in Medford; however,
without a local golf course to play, Egan
decided to build courses in other towns.18

Although he had designed the Medford
course, Egan’s paying career as a golf
course architect seems to begin in 1917,
with his design and construction of the
Eastmoreland links in Portland. It is
difficult to say how many courses he
designed or assisted in designing, as most
of these records are poorly kept, if kept at
all. His last project, Atlanta’s North Fulton
Municipal Golf Course, opened a year
after he died.

Of all the intervening projects, he is best
remembered for his redesign of the Pebble
Beach Golf Links near Monterey,
California, in 1928. The course had been
awarded the 1929 U. S. Amateur
Tournament. Egan was hired to toughen
the course strategically, but took his design
to levels never before seen. Holes were
lengthened and all the greens rebuilt.
Rather than sand traps, he created
“Imitation sand dunes,” that mirrored
those found on the beaches. The finished
course was not only more difficult to play,
it was also more beautiful. At the
tournament everyone expected Bobby
Jones to repeat as champion, but
surprisingly he lost in the first round.
Forty-five-year-old Chandler Egan again
stunned the experts when he made it to
the semi-finals, but lost his chance for
another championship by four strokes.1?
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During the 1920s Chandler Egan
helped reestablish and design the Rogue
Valley Country Club golf course and had
successfully returned to tournament play.
Between golf construction projects he
managed to win a number of contests and
played so competitively that many began to
call him the “grand old man” of golf. Alice
Egan rarely accompanied him on his
travels, except to California, where the
couple owned a house overlooking the
Pebble Beach course. They spent the
winters near the seaside links and return to
Medford each spring. Egan’s only known
outside business investment came in 1926,
when he and four others formed Southern
Oregon Sales, the largest cold storage and
packing plant in Southern Oregon.20

Daughter Eleanor Egan says she left
Medford with her mother and stepfather
when she was fifteen years old. That would
have been in 1925 when Hal Bingham
signed a quitclaim and lost his Miravista
property. After moving briefly to Los
Angeles, Nina divorced Bingham and
returned to Chicago. In 1935, after visiting
the golf course he was building in Atlanta,
Egan traveled to Chicago for his daughter’s
wedding to Morris Everett.21

How ironic that Henry Chandler Egan
would die in Everett, Washington. In the
spring of 1936, while supervising a Works
Project Administration crew as they
constructed a golf course, he was stricken
with pneumonia and died. Memorial
services were held at the same hour in

Wiashington and at Egan’s boyhood
church, Trinity Episcopal, in Highland
Park, Illinois. Alice Egan brought
Chandler’s ashes back to Medford and
scattered them on his favorite part of the
orchard property. No memorials were held
in Medford until the following year. A
group of dignitaries headed by golfing
great Bobby Jones came to the Rogue
Valley Country Club to honor the former
champion and to dedicate a granite water
fountain and bronze plaque that featured
Egan’s image. That year, thanks to Egan’s
efforts, the United States Amateur Golf
Tournament was played in Portland.22

Egan was remembered as a quiet and
kind man, “a high-minded loyal citizen, a
devoted friend,” said the Mai/ Tribune.
“Golfdom [has] lost one of its most
loveable characters,” mourned Pacific Coast
Golfer Magazine.

On a personal note, Medford resident
Ruth Preston remembers that as a child,
she and Egan’s daughter would ride horses
from Miravista to Chandler Egan’s house
after school. “[He] used to bake cakes if he
knew we were coming and serve tea to us.
He was fond of children. ... When I was
twelve ... and [would] see him at the golf
course, he always had time to stop and see
how we were.”

“It is not hero worship to admire him,”
said the Oregonian. “Nor flattery to praise.
And when to these attributes is added that
of an instinctive gentility, you may well say,
“Yonder goes a gentleman.” Such was H.

Chandler Egan.”23 &

Bill Miller is a library assistant with the Southern
Oregon Historical Society.

Chandler Egan posed for this portrait by
Verne Shangle, circa 1929.
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| Historical Society, founded in 1946 by
. community leaders, believes that
knowledge of the past is a guide for the
future. The Society’s mission is to collect,
preserve, research and interpret the
artifacts and documents that connect us to
the past. The Society’s collections contain
80,000 three-dimensional items, e.g.,
furniture, wagons, china, silverware,
clothing, tools, flags, etc. as well as two-
dimensional items, including 750,000
visual images; approximately 27,000
books, maps, and oral history transcripts;
and 3,900 linear feet of manuscripts that
include diaries, correspondence, business
ledgers, and records of local organizations.

FACILITIES & SITES

In 2001, Hanley Farm was a high
priority for the staff, and the Society’s
Foundation Board of Trustees and Board
of Directors. The farm was open every
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, from May
26 through September 30. Approximately
5,000 visitors enjoyed the draft horse
wagon rides, hikes to the top of Hanley
Butte, tours of the house, self-guided tours
of the gardens, presentations by Native
Americans, food preparation workshops
and special events during the Native
American Lifeways, Pioneer Settlement,
and 19th and 20th Century Farm Life
weekends. Trolley rides from Jacksonville
to the farm were very well received.

In addition to maintaining the Society-
owned History Center and Research
Library in downtown Medford and the
historic Hanley Farm, the Society
continues to manage and maintain ten
county-owned properties, which include
the Jacksonville Museum of Southern
Oregon History, the Children’s Museum,
the U.S. Hotel, the Beekman Bank, and
the C. C. Beekman House, where the
Beckman Living History Program takes
place each year from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day. Increased
rental of the U.S. Hotel ballroom took

place by members and non-members alike.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING
The Society offers a wide variety of
programs in a number of engaging
formats. A strong outreach program
includes speakers for classrooms and a
variety of check-out Discovery Boxes for
educators, programs to local campgrounds,
Speaker’s Bureau programs for community
and service groups, summer programs to
all Jackson County Library System
branches, and Summer Sundays in Lithia
Park, Ashland. Each year workshops for
ages 3-6 are held at the Children’s
Museum and ten or more family day
events are presented at various Society
sites. Adults enjoy programs during
Oregon Archaeology Month, Women’s
History Month, and the Genealogy Fair as
well as lecture series and preservation
workshops. Over 2,600 fourth-grade
students from 96 classes participate in the
Children’s Heritage Fair each year. In 2001,
the Society assisted with programming for
Jacksonville’s first Chinese New Year’s
celebration. The annual southern district
level contest for Oregon’s National History
Day celebration has over 100 participants
every year from Jackson and Josephine
County middle and high school students.

EXHIBITS

In May 2001, a traveling exhibit titled,
“What's Cookin’: Two Centuries of
American Foodways” opened at the
History Center. Due to a generous
donation of new glass and oak cases from
the Gold Diggers’ Guild of the Southern
Oregon Historical Society, many items
from the Society’s collections were put on
display along with the traveling exhibit
pieces. A large window display titled,
“Southern Oregon from A to Z,” also new
in 2001, fills the History Center windows
on the corner of North Central Avenue
and 6th Street.

HISTORY STORE &

3RD STREET ARTISANS’ STUDIO
The History Store at the corner of
Third and California streets in Jacksonville
continues to provide earned income for the
Society. More high-quality historic
reproductions are being added to the
inventory for 2002 to meet customer
demands. The Third Street Artisans’
Studio is also open during History Store
hours, and offers for sale many
handcrafted items by local artists.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership continues to grow and by
year’s end nearly 1900 members support
the Society, its activities and events. New
two-year membership categories for 2002
make the benefits of SOHS membership
an even greater value for individuals,
family, and business members alike.
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History is all around Southern Oregon.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

The Society is a member of, and provides
leadership for, the Jackson County History
Museums Association (JCHMA) which grew
to 15 organizations and welcomed the McKee
Bridge Historical Society as its latest member.
Meetings are held at a different JCHMA site
each month. JCHMA continually works to
assist Jackson County in fulfilling its goals
relating to education, historic preservation,
and history.

RESEARCH LIBRARY &

COLLECTIONS DEPARTMENT

The Society’s research library continues to
provide support for patrons, staff, media, and
local organizations needing photographic images
or information on a multitude of subjects. In
2001, Collections Department staff proceeded
with computer-cataloging the photographic
collection and worked on inputting the entire
3-D collection. The Society’s joint video project
with Southern Oregon Public Television titled,
“An Air Minded City,” continued to be a
popular gift item as were reproduction maps of
Ashland, Jackson County, and Jacksonville, and
A Century of the Photographic Arts in Southern
Oregon: A Directory of Jackson County
Photographers, 1856-1956.

VOLUNTEERS & SUPPORT

ORGANIZATIONS

With the support of its ever-growing
volunteer program, the Society is able to
provide many more educational programs and
special events. A strong volunteer force makes
it possible for the three-week Children’s
Heritage Fair to take place; the Beekman
Living History program relies heavily on
volunteers; and the Oral History program is
made up entirely of tireless volunteers who
interview Valley residents and then transcribe
the interviews. Volunteers make up the Society
Board of Trustees that guides the Society in its
fiscal and legal responsibilities, while the
Foundation Board of Directors oversees the
Society's Endowment investments and
implements fundraising to benefit the Society.
Through fundraising events, the Gold Diggers’
Guild of the Southern Oregon Historical
Society provides special support for the Society.
The Jacksonville Museum Quilters carry on
their volunteer and monetary support of the
Society through donation of a portion of the
proceeds from their annual quilt show.

- Come see the collections
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HERITAGE

PUBLICATIONS

Southern Oregon Heritage Today, the Society’s
popular monthly history magazine, continues
as a membership benefit.
- Rogue Valley authors and
Society staff provide
articles on local
preservation and flora,
pioneer biographies, and
collections highlights.
\ News &F Notes, the
| Society newsletter,
| provides information
on workshops,
exhibits, programs, and special
events. Hooked on History is a quarterly
newsletter for youth and provides stories,
games, crafts, activities, and a calendar of
upcoming workshops. Hooked is an optional
benefit for the Family membership category
and higher. Other youth publications are also
options. The Society continues to distribute
two very popular brochures, Historic Discovery
Drives and Spirit of Ashland.
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| In all America, perbaps no more unique or eloquent Memorial Dl.l_y they were almost certainly the two Warm Springs who Indian
| Ceremony in honor of hero dead was carried out than that by which Scouts had been killed at the Battle of Dry Lake.

| two soldiers of the historic Modoc Indian War were paid tribute at After completion of the railroad in 1929, railroad officials made |
: the remote mountain flag stop of Stronghold, California, yesterday. plans to rebury the two cavalrymen at a ceremony to be held on i
Klamath News, May 31,1930.  Memorial Day of the following year. Thus, on May 30, 1930, a |
small group gathered at the site for the short military service. The
LTHOUGH IT STANDS ONLY A FEW FEET highway had not yet been built, and most of those in attendance
from the pavement and is taller than a man, the white cross traveled to the site by rail. The passenger train from Alturas
beside the highway eight miles south of Tule Lake remains stopped for ten minutes to give passengers an opportunity to
| unnoticed by most of the motorists hurrying by on busy California  detrain and participate in the ceremony. Honors were admlmstered
139. Those who do see it rarely take the time to stop and read the by members of the Clifford Harter American Legion Post No.162 |
| inscription. For years the cross bore the simple epitaph, “TWO of Alturas, California, and the Tule Lake Post of Malin.
| UNKNOWN SOLDIERS - MODOC WAR 1873,” written in A reporter for the Klamath Falls Evening Herald gave the
| letters large enough to be read by travelers as they sped past in their  following account of the service: “Passengers stood with bared
automobiles. In more recent times, heads as officials of the two posts read the
however, the large lettering has been g : ' rituals of their organization over the |
| painted over and replaced by a plaque so grave, placed the cross in position, fired a |
| small that anyone desiring to read the salute and sounded Taps as the color
| inscription must now stop and get out of bearers placed the American flag above
| the car. the grave. That was all.”

During the chaotic days of the Modoc : TWO UNKNOWN SOLDIERS DIRECTIONS:
War, the U. S. Army established its b The cross stands on the west side of

' “Peninsula Camp,” on this spot.! It was Highway 139, eight miles south of Tule
| from this camp that Captain H.C. Lake. Visitors could easily spend an entire
Hasbrouck set out with his troops on day exploring the area. Directly across the
May 9, 1873, for the long ride which highway are the remains of the Tule Lake
| would culminate in the Battle of Dry Reloc':ation Center, where Japz.mese— !
Lake the following day, and it was to this Amen.cans were cpnﬁnpd during World War ‘.
: II, while a two-mile drive to the south g
camp that he later returned, bearing the bl : i
! . ; : rings one to the site of the Battle of Land’s |
bodies of two Warm Springs Indian Ranch. The county road that crosses the |
| scouts to be buried in unmarked graves. railroad just south of the cross leads east to
Later, when the Southern Pacific ' the nearby Petroglyph section of the Lava
| Railroad was being built through the area E Beds National Monument, while three miles |
| (1928-29), contractors excavated a quarry £ to the west is the site of Captain Jack’s
| just east of the spot where the cross now & Stronghold. &
| stands, from which they obtained gravel
for use in the construction of the railroad
| grade. While working in the area, crews
| unintentionally disinterred the skeletons = :
| of two humans. They were unable to szleAmemcan Legton members stand at
| 1dent1fy the remams, but belt buckles, brass attention, a veteran Play_y “Thpg over the grave qf RN
| buttons, and other insignia indicated that  swo soldiers believed to have been 'kzlled c?unng t_be 1. Eewio N. Thospso, Thefbdac W, e Mfifitery
. they were U. S. cavalrymen who had lost  Modoc War. This ceremony honoring their reburial History and Topography (Sacramento, California:
their lives during the Modoc War. Never  z00Z place May 30, 1930, near Tule Lake. Argus Books, 1971), Map 10, following p. 188.
positively identified, it later developed that 2. Klamath Falls Evening Herald, 31 May 1930.

1873

MODOC WAR

Retired Southern Pacific Railroad conductor Jack
Bowden has lived in and around Southern Oregon |
all bis life, and has written extensively on loggzng

2
:
°
2
- and railroad bistory.
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