






moving pictures. Perkins' efforts paid off, 
and by 1911 "his courteous treatment of 
the public and the splendid moving 
pictures, vaudeville and stock companies 
put on[,] Mr. Perkins built up a profitable 
business." When Perkins decided to retire 
in the spring of 1911, he found a ready 
buyer for the theater in L.C. Johnson of 
South Dakota. 4 

Still, Medford's pioneer movie theater 
continued to struggle and underwent a 
series of changes in ownership. In 1912, 
Johnson sold the theater to Perry 
Terwilliger, who in turn sold the theater in 
September to F.W. Porter. Porter, who 
had had experience running theaters in 
Oklahoma, had come to Medford the 
previous year and worked at the Akins, 
Benton & Co. dry goods shop and at the 
Golden Rule Store. Porter, in turn, sold 
the theater to local salesman Ross Kline 
and Meciford Mail Tribune city editor 
Harry Hicks in February 1913. Kline 
would serve as the theater's manager. 

The Ugo's newest owners' first order of 
business was to "put the theater back on 
its original basis-a picture house pure and 
simple .... They will dispense with all 
cheap vaudeville and stock companies."S 

In spite of the theater owners' best 
intentions, however, the Ugo continued to 
struggle. The "Ugo Jinx" had become part 
of the local scuttlebutt. This talk was 
reinforced a few days after the new 
management took over when the 
advertised films failed to arrive in time 
from Portland. A last-minute loan of four 
alternate films from the Isis Theater 
allowed the Ugo to remain open until the 
films finally arrived. 6 

Perhaps in an effort to defuse the "jinx," 
the little west-side theater underwent 
another name change in the spring of 
1913. Thereafter it would be known as the 
It Theater. For the next two years the It 
struggled along, but the pioneer movie 
house was never able to compete with the 
its larger neighbors. In the summer of 
1915 the theater was taken over by a Mr. 

Kay of Anacortes, Washington. When Kay 
renamed the show house the Empire, he 
embraced the old jinx in his advertising. 
He planned the reopening for Friday, 
August 13, declaring it "A hoodoo day, a 
hoodoo date. Come and help break the 
hoodoo on the old house." Apparently the 
old hoodoo held, for both the Empire and 
Kay were gone by the following year.? 

Shortly after he opened the Bijou, in 
1908, "Hub" Hubbard and businessman 
Court Hall opened a second theater on 
Front Street, just north of Main. They 
named this theater the Savoy, not to be 
confused with a later theater of the same 
name opened in Central Point by Frank 
Hull. Hubbard, assisted by Hall's son, 

MS#ll35 

�W�H�E�-�N�~�I�N� MEDFOH.D DON'T FOR­
get to pend an evening at 

The fiRAND 
I The Theatre 'With Elevated Seats I 

Three Complete Performances Each 
Evenhlg-

The Fir �~ �t� Perfor mance �S�t�.�a�t �~ �t �s� at 8 :0( 
" .'econd " " 8 :4[ 
'' Third " " 9 :3( 

10c ADMISSION 10c 
Complete change of program every ::\1on 

day, Wednesday and Friday. 
Matinee Every Saturday Afternooll 

at 2:30 O'clock 
Aomission to Matinee is onl y 5 cents 

313 Main �S�t�~� - �~�l�E�D�F�O�R�D�,� �O�R�E�6�0�~� 

Above, this advertisement for the Grand 
Theater appeared in the August 1908 issue of 
Medford Lights, published by Medford 
photographer Frank Hull Below, this view 
looking west on Main Street from Fir Street 
shows Medford's first movie house when it 
was operating under the name Ugo. 

VoL.4,No.3 
10 

Seely, continued to operate the Savoy until 
1911. In June of that year the Savoy was 
sold to W.O. Wilson of Seward, Alaska, 
and Hubbard immigrated to South 
America, settling down in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Wilson was unable to make a 
go of the Savoy and it soon closed down. 
Like the Bijou, the Savoy was simply too 
small and primitive for the modern 
moviegoer. The Savoy's projector, seats, 
and other furnishings were sold to Frank 
Hull, who would use them in his new 
Savoy Theater in Central Point. Neither 
the Bijou nor the Savoy was able to 
compete financially against the larger 
seating capacity and ability to accommodate 
larger and more sophisticated vaudeville acts 
of the Medford Theater in the old Wilson 
Opera House, or larger storefront theaters 
opening up on Main Street. 8 

HdJ.ollow. tk. �e�~� to. tk. .1Ji4, 
The Isis Theater was located on the 

ground floor of the Angle building on Main 
Street, just east of Central. Work 
remodeling the space from its former use as 
a retail establishment began in May 1910. 
In order to accommodate the open, recessed 
entryway popular with the storefront 
theaters of the time, the "old-fashioned iron 
doors, such as were in universal use a 
quarter century ago," were removed.9 

Robert E. Gordon was the owner of the 
Isis. The theater's name, inspired by the 
Egyptian goddess, was a popular one and 
graced silent movie theaters across the 
country. The Isis featured three or four 
five-reel photoplays and a "good, clean 
vaudeville performance." Admission 
followed the pattern of the other 
theaters-ten cents for adults and five cents 
for children. As the decade wore on the 
Isis followed the trend of many early 
theaters and instituted the continuous 
performance, where the day's bill would 
repeat itself throughout the day. Patrons 
were welcome to come at any time during 
the performance and remain as long as 
they desired.lO 



The Isis underwent a management 
change in June 1912, when Ira L. 
Whipple took charge. The surviving 
records are unclear, however, on whether 
or not Gordon retained ownership of the 
theater. His 1963 obituary indicates that 
he retained ownership. Since Gordon and 
his partner Thomas Fuson had recently 
been contracted to operate the newly 
opened Page Theater in 1913, it makes 
sense that a new manager would be hired 
to operate the smaller theater.ll 

In January 1914, R.G. Patch, the Isis' 
projectionist, announced that he had 
received a patent on a device that, when 
finally perfected, would take the annoying 
"flicker" out of the movies. The device, 
known as the Multiple Compound, was, 
according to the Medford Mail Tribune, 
being perfected by engineers at the Edison 
laboratories.l2 

While Patch was busying himself with 
improving the technical aspects of the Isis' 
exhibitions, Whipple was keeping the 
theater's playbills up to date. As in the 
other smaller theaters, vaudeville was being 
phased out, with the recently opened Page 
Theater proving a more attractive venue for 
the live traveling shows. In their place the 
Isis and the neighboring Star concentrated 
on exhibiting the feature photoplays that 
the studios were producing in ever greater 
numbers. It is during this period that the 
movie houses developed the playbill format 
that would remain little changed until the 
age of television. This new format featured 
a short film followed by a newsreel before 
presenting the feature films. 13 

The Isis was doomed, however, to fall 
victim to progress. The luxurious Page 
Theater, with seats for 1,100 patrons, 
spelled the eventual doom of the 
storefront theaters. Unable to expand any 
further, the Isis had essentially become 
obsolete in a rapidly modernizing 
industry. It simply could not afford to 
install the very latest in projection 
technology available at the Page, or install 
the new theatrical organs that audiences 
across the country were beginning to take 
for granted. When Gordon, the Isis' owner 
and operating manager of the Page, 
relocated to Klamath County in 1915, the 
little Isis Theater in the Angle building was 
closed. The building was later extensively 
remodeled and renamed the Fluhrer 
Building. It was destroyed by fire in 1969. 
Its location is now the site of Vogel Park. 

1/wSLM<J~ 
"Wiune tk e~ Qo." 
Located at 224 East Main Street, two 

doors down from the Isis, the Star Theatre 
opened to the public on September 23, 

1911. It was owned and operated by the 
People's Amusement Company and 
managed by Al Sather. Sather had come to 
Medford from Portland, where he had 
managed other People's properties. Gifted 
with "a tenor voice of exceptional 
sweetness," Sather, in addition to his 
management duties, contributed to the 
Star's entertainment by regaling audiences 
with popular songs. There was some delay_ 
in the Star's opening as management had 
to await the arrival of the new "opera 
seats." In keeping with the style of the 
time, the Star featured a recessed entryway 
and elaborate plaster cherubs and garlands. 
The Star also introduced Medford to the 
lavish use of electrical lighting to attract 
customers in the evening.14 

"Movies consisted 

primarily of assorted short 

features and the occasional 

'illustrated ballads,' 

where the theatergoers 

were encouraged to sing 

along by 'following the 

bouncing ball.'" 

In the fall of 1912, word was going 
around Medford that a new, larger theater 
was going to be built. In order to remain 
competitive with such a theater, The 
People's Amusement Company, under the 
supervision of Sather, decided to expand 
and improve the Star. A lease was secured 
on the building on the east side of the 
Star, made vacant when the Medford 
Mercantile Store, better known as the 
M & M Department Store, relocated to 
the building to the east. Ten thousand 
dollars was allocated to expand into the 
adjacent building, substantially enlarging 
the auditorium to seat 900, and a new 
stage the width of both buildings was 
installed. For the comfort of the patrons, 
and to ensure their safety, the 
management ensured that "provisions 
[were] made for emptying the building in 
less than five minutes." Being able to 
quickly clear the theater had the added 

advantage of making room for new 
patrons when running a schedule of 
continuing performances.15 

In addition to the expansion, 
improvements were made to the Star's 
ventilating system, including a new 
electric exhaust fan, and steam heat was 
added. The Star's daily performances 
would continue during the remodeling. 

Sather, who had managed the Star since 
its opening, left Medford in June 1913 to 
manage the Tivoli Theater in Portland; 
O.L. Burkhardt of Portland was sent 
down by People's Amusement to take his 
place. Sather would return briefly to 
manage the Star for People's in early 
1915. In July, Arthur C. Burgess acquired 
the lease on the Star. In September, 
Burgess transferred the lease to D.L. 
Shartis.16 

Shartis brought a new perspective to the 
Star. In addition to his experience 
managing theaters in his native Alabama, 
Shartis was also an experienced 
cameraman, having worked for the Nestor 
Film Co. Shortly after assuming the 
management of the Star, Shartis began 
exhibiting locally produced movies. On 
September 23, 300 feet shot at the county 
fair was exhibited at the Star to the 
delight oflocal audiences.17 

The following spring Shartis, known 
among the fllm exchanges as a "live-wire 
showman," embarked on a more 
substantial local production. Scenes were 
shot at the local schools and among 
several area businesses, including the 
major hotels and Mann's Department 
store. One of the action-packed highlights 
included Herb Alford, Lowe Zundel ("the 
Chaplin of this movie"), and Carl 
Tengwald in an exciting scene involving 
the Perl Funeral Home's ambulance. 
Shartis' production, modestly billed as 
"The Biggest, Best and Most Expensive 
Entertainment In the History of Moving 
Pictures In Medford," opened on May 9. 
The film was shown every day of the 
week. To keep interest in the fllm high, a 
different school was featured every day of 
the week. "Manager Shartis," the Mail 
Tribune reported, "certainly hit a 
responsive c[h]ord in the public mind for 
merriment." The fum was an immense 
success, and attendance at the Star 
shattered all records.18 

In spite of the success of the Star's local 
films, Shartis chose not to remain in 
Medford. On July 5, 1916, a deal was 
made transferring management of the 
theater to George A. Hunt, manager of 
Medford's grand theater, the Page. Shartis 
and his wife returned to Birmingham, 
Alabama. Sadly his early film portrayal of 
Medford has been lost.19 

SOUTH E R N OR EGON H ER I TAGE TOD AY 

11 



As he would continue to do throughout 
his career as a theater owner, Hunt made 
improving the quality of his theaters a 
high priority. Shortly after taking over the 
Star, Hunt announced that he "will not 
only maintain the high standing of the 
theater, but will endeavor to improve it. 
New picture machines will soon be 
installed and other improvements made." 
Hunt managed the Star and Page theaters 
until after the United States entered the 
war in Europe. He then transferred the 
leases for the Star and the Page to Mr. 
and Mrs. O.T. Bergner, managers of 
Ashland's Vining Theater. Hunt and his 
wife moved north to Tacoma, 
Washington. 20 

As the war in Europe was coming to a 
close in the fall of 1918, the world was 
savaged by the Spanish flu pandemic. 
Medford was not immune from the 
effects of this plague, and harsh measures 
were instituted to protect the populace, 
including, for several months, a ban on 
public gatherings. This ban necessitated 
the closure of all of Medford's theaters. 
When the ban was finally lifted in 
November 1918, the Star reopened under 
a new name, the Liberty, inspired no 
doubt by the victorious conclusion of the 
war. Henry Harcke, who had worked at 
the Star and Page theaters and had been 
in the employ of People's Amusement in 
Portland, was the manager and lessee of 
the theater. Ownership by this time had 
passed from People's Amusement to the 
Jensen & Von Herberg Syndicate, which 
operated theaters up and down the Pacific 
Coast. Harcke immediately secured new 
equipment to improve the quality of the 
Liberty's performances.21 

George Hunt returned to Medford in 
the fall of 1919 and formed the George 

A. Hunt Theater Company. In October it 
was announced that Hunt had purchased 
several theaters from the Jensen & Von 
Herberg syndicate, including the Liberty. 
Harcke remained in the employ of the 
Hunts, having been promoted to manage 
the Grants Pass theaters. The following 
month Hunt acquired Medford's two 
largest theaters, the Page and the Rialto, 
which had opened in 1917.22 

In either 1922 or 1923 Hunt decided to 
close down the Liberty. The small 
storefront theater, in spite of several 
renovations and expansions, was simply no 
longer competitive with the larger, more 
opulent theaters that were opening up. 
Hunt found that the Page and Rialto 
alone were adequate for his needs. When 
the Page was destroyed by fire on the last 
day of 1923 there was speculation that 
Hunt might re-open the Liberty, but he 
chose instead to build what would become 
the Craterian. In 1924 the Fluhrer family 
converted the old Star Theater into the 
new home for their Colonial Bakery. 

In keeping with the national trend, the 
existence of storefront theaters was short­
lived in Medford. They served to meet the 
demand for theatrical exhibition during 
the interim period before the birth of the 
motion picture palace made them obsolete 
at the dawn of the Roaring Twenties. In 
Medford it was the Page, Rialto, and later 
the Craterian, that would attract those 
seeking to escape into the world of 
motion pictures in unparalleled comfort. I 

William Alley is senior historian/research 
manage~· with the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society. 
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~ ETTING TO KLAJVIATH 
or even California was impossible. 
Roads and mountain passes out of 

Jackson County were blocked by walls of 
snow, which had fallen relentlessly since 
October 1889. Just four months earlier, 
county farmers were in a panic, praying 
for rain to end a ruthless drought. 
Ashland had even banned fireworks 
during Independence Day celebrations, 
fearing uncontrolled fire. Now, as 1890 
approached, improvised sleds carried 
boisterous children down valley hillsides. 
In the mountains, telegraph linemen 
snowshoed up snowbanks to repair their 
wires. No need to climb when pole tops 
were easily reached from the surface of 
the snow. 

In mid-January, flakes fell persistently 
on the valley floor. Heavy snow on fragile 
roofs collapsed sheds and other buildings, 
including John Orth's barn, which fell 
only hours before the awning on his 
Jacksonville commercial building crashed 
to the ground. Railroad snowplows were 
unable to clear the Siskiyou grade, and 
trains carrying mail and commerce from 
the south were halted in California. Train 
passengers from the north soon found 
that Ashland was the end of the line. 
More than 200 passengers were stranded 
at the Oregon Hotel (later the Ashland 
Hotel) and would remain in the "Granite 
City" for thirty-three days, grousing 
about town and fuming at the delay. 
'0, for the days of the stage-coach. We 
always got mail at least semi-occasionally 

by Bill Miller 

then," said a jacksonville Democratic Times 
reporter.1 

Just as everyone was sure that the snow 
was here to stay, the February rains began 
and daytime temperatures warmed to a 
very mild forty-five to fifty-five degrees. 
Snow began to melt everywhere as 
raindrops replaced snowflakes. During 
the first five days of February, storms 
dropped seven inches of water, more rain 
than had fallen between January 1 and 
October 1, 1889. Rivers and creeks 
churned with mud and boulders. At the 
foot of Lower Table Rock, the Rogue 
River was one mile wide. The newspaper 
joked that one farmer had the nicest and 
smoothest forty-acre field of water ever 
seen in the valley. 2 

In Medford, Bear Creek was over its 
banks and quickly becoming a river. The 
view of the raging water was superb from 
the planks of the wooden bridge at the 
foot of Main Street. Barely a year old, the 
bridge was "the" place to be. Without 
fear, hundreds of people admired the 
ever-rising torrent, and honored the 
human tradition of placing themselves in 
harm's way, just to satisfy their curiosity. 
The Clutter brothers had recently 
launched a short-lived photography 
business in Medford and immediately 
saw the flood's money-making potential. 
Hoping to take a few souvenir 
photographs to sell, they set up a camera 
on Spencer Childers' rooftop, overlooking 
the crowded bridge to the east. Their 
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Southbound rail passengers whose travel 
was blocked by heavy snows in the 
Siskiyous spent thirty-three days stuck in 
Ashland waitingfor the tracks to be cleared, 
perhaps accountingfor the glum faces in 
this 1890 photo outside the Oregon Hotel. 

timing could not have been better. On 
the morning of February 3, 1890, a group 
of more than fifty men, most holding 
umbrellas, posed on the northwest edge 
of the bridge. As they smiled and looked 
up at the photographers, the bridge began 
to shudder and pull apart. The Clutters' 
glass plate captured the blurred images of 
escapees as they rushed to safety. Only 
three men were thrown into the water 
and they managed to swim to shore. 
Simply by chance, the Clutter brothers 
may have become the first 
photojournalists in the Rogue Valley. 
They released a four-photograph "flood 
series," three of which survive and are 
reproduced here.3 

Each photograph was given a title. 
"No. 1- Bear Creek Bridge, showing 

high water and barn on the east side." 
The crowd poses just before the collapse. 
E.W. Hammon's barn is near the east 
bank of the creek. Hammon and his 
brother operated a tree nursery on this 
farm. 

"No.2- Second bent of bridge 
loosened and barn gone." A "bent" is a 
section of the bridge. This is the only 
photograph of the series not found in the 
Society's collection. 

"No.3 - Second bent gone and third 
going." Hammon's barn is gone, along 
with hay, pig pens, pigs, chickens, and 
outbuildings. Had the barn not collapsed 
before being washed away, it would have 
taken the bridge out even sooner. 

"No. 4 -The rope ferry with passenger 
en route." This photograph shows a boy 
being transported across Bear Creek. 
The first lady to dare make the trip was 
E.W. Hammon's wife. According to the 
newspaper, "The suspension cradle ... is 
dizzy-looking, but safe enough." Image 
No.4 is the only original Clutter image 
owned by the Society. 

Nearly every bridge on every creek and 
river within Jackson County was lost that 



During the floods of 1890, the torrent 
that was Bear Creek drew the curious 
and foolhardy to Mulford's Main Street 
bridge for a closer look. On Feb. 3, the 
Clutter brothers were photographing the 
crowd on the bridge when it gave way. 
No lives were lost, but by the time they 
had taken image No. 3 (below} just 
moments later, part of the bridge had 
been swept away, along with E. W 
Hammon's barn, just upstream of the 
bridge in photo No. 1. 

week in 1890. By the end of February the 
flooding stopped, and enough snow had 
melted in the mountains to once again 
open the valley to the rest of the world. 
Frustrated southbound train passengers 
eagerly boarded trains. The Reverend 
Moses Williams walked to the Medford 
Post Office to pick up his share of more 
than a month's worth of recently delivered 
mail. By July 4, the bridge was repaired 

and would remain in service until replaced 
by a steel bridge in 1902.4 

Old-timers grumbled that the flood of 
1862 had been worse, and maybe that was 
true, but they had no evidence to support 
their claim. Survivors of the 1890 flood 
had photographs, and for them, this flood 
would always be "The Big One." i 

Bill M iller is library assistant with the Southern 
Oregon Historical Society. 

Until the bridge could be ~epaired, pedestrians such as this boy crossed Bear Creek at Main 
in a cradle suspended from ropes. 

E NDNOTES 

!.Jacksonville Democratic Times, 16 January 1890; 
30 January 1890. 

2. Jacksonville Democratic Times, 30 January 1890; 
6 February 1890; 13 February 1890. 

3. M edford Daily M ail, 8 February 1890; 
Jacksonville Democratic Times, 13 February 
1890. 

4. MS 119, Diary of Moses Williams, Southern 
Oregon Historical Society Library;]acksonville 
Democratic Times, 4 July 1890. 
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W
HEN YOUNG JAMES D. BUCKlEY 
emigrated from Ireland in 1852, he didn't 
realize his name would someday be a 

household word in Southern Oregon, or that 
the property he would eventually own near 
Ruch-adjacent to the Cantrall property- would one 
day become the popular Cantrall-Buckley Park, where 
picnickers flock to spread their blankets on the cool 
grass along the Applegate River. 

Buckley was born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1836. In 1852, 
the potato famine drove the family to America. Upon landing in 
New York, sixteen-year-old James and his older brother John got 
separated from the family. They followed a wagon train west to 
California in search of gold, then made their way on foot to 
Jacksonville, where they mined along Poorman's Creek and 
Jackass Creek.l 

In 1863, John Buckley purchased a 160-acre Donation Land 
Claim taken up and then abandoned by Jacob Toffelmier. He 
bought the choice, river-bottom land from David L. Hopkins for 
$3,000-probably with gold worth $12 an ounce. James Buckley 
bought the 160-acre parcel adjoining his brother's land to the 
east. Patents were issued in 1872 and 1875, respectively.2 They 
farmed together on the prime parcels extending from the river to 
the hills above Upper Applegate Road until John married 
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though in bad shape, was still standing last 
time I was out there."4 

In 1907, James Buckley deeded the ranch 
to his wife Maggie. He died on October 30, 
1908. Maggie's children helped her operate 
the ranch until her death on February 15, 
1933. The land was divided among them. 

James Buckley's only surviving grandchild, 
Lewis Buckley, eventually inherited the entire 

ranch. In 1962 Jackson County purchased forty­
five acres of riverfront from Harlan Cantrall and 

from Lewis Buckley for the park. Lewis farmed the 
remainder until1973 then sold to Ray Offerd. 
The Buckley pioneer spirit lives on in Lewis' children, 

Mary, Anna, and Jim, who is chairman of the Medford Parks 
Commission. i 

Molly Kerr is a freelance writer and a Medford parks commissioner. 

E NDNOTES 

1. Interview with Lewis Buckley of Creswell, grandson of James D . 
Buckley, 2 January 2002. 

2. Ibid. 
3. John and Marguerite Black, R uch and the Upper Applegate Valley 

(Medford: Webb Research Group, 1989), p. 82. 
4. Interview with Lewis Buckley. 

Mary Billups in 1873 and turned over his homestead 
to James. He purchased a 320-acre claim nearby. 

In 1871, James Buckley married Margaret 
(Maggie) Riley, daughter oflrish 
immigrants. James and Maggie had seven 
children, six of whom lived to adulthood: 

fames Buckley built this house and water tower 
in 1880, when he and his family were stil{ 
farming rich Applegate River land that would 
someday become part if Cantrall-Buckley Park. 

Rose, John, James Thomas, Mary 
Catherine, David and George.3 

According to James Buckley's 
grandson Lewis Buckley (son of James 
Thomas), "The first Buckley 
homestead burned down. In 1880, they 
built a new house called a box house 
with a wooden water tower behind. To 
my recollection, it was the first house in 
the area with water pumped inside and 
electric lights run by a generator with a one­
cylinder engine that ran on kerosene. The house, 

t:~~ 
SOUTHERN ~~~~ HISTORICAL 

OREGON 1111 SOCIETY -SllfCr: 1946 

1 06 N. Central Ave. 

Non-profit Org 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 164 
Medford, OR 

Medford, Oregon 9750 1·5926 SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY 


