








Weddings were important-but Williams's 
diary probably reflects the reality for many: 
they were simply another part of life, to be 
done after "morning work," and fitted in 
around funerals, devotionals, farming, and 
pastoral calls. Very occasionally he describes 
a larger wedding, making note of a 
"sumptous" [sic] meal, a large number of 
guests, his talk, or his sleeping arrangements. 
He never describes a dress. It's easy to put 
this down to the bias of a minister whose 
mind was on "higher" things (or "morning 
work," for that matter), and that may 
certainly be part of the explanation. 
However, his silence on wedding attire 
reflects another reality of many Southern 
Oregon weddings: the bride's dress would 
be her best-but not necessarily new or 
made for the occasion, quite likely not 
white, and almost certainly not destined to 
be put away as a keepsake after only one 
wearing.lO The brides who came riding up 
to Reverend Williams's door were dressed 
in prints, in plaids, in calico, in wool. They 
dressed in their best. 

These weddings were frequently attended 
by few guests, if any. That is not to say, 
though, that they weren't celebrated. While 
Williams has nothing to say about dresses, 
he frequently mentions the food served up 
afterwards. In this, also, he echoes a central 
theme of Southern Oregon weddings: no 
wedding was complete without food. He 
refers to the meal following a wedding at 
the Bybees' home as a "most sumptous 
supper of considerably over a hundred, 
probably, and there was a great clatter of 
merry tongues."ll Mter Charles Nickell 
and Ella Prim's wedding he says, "we all 
repaired to Judge Prim's residence for a 
truly grand supper."12 Mter he married Dr. 
J.M. Robinson and Sarah Matilda Miller, 
he joined the other invited guests-about 
150 people-at a "sumptous feast of good 
things."13 

If food and friends were two of the most 
important elements in Southern Oregon 
weddings, a third was gifts. As today, the 
gifts at weddings depended on the wealth 
of the bride and groom-and the guests. 
Williams seldom mentions gifts in his 
journal. Mter marrying Isaac Burriss and 
Frosine Erb at his home he notes, "Gave 
them some nice grapes after the ceremony," 
thus killing two birds with one stone, so to 
speak; he provides the food and the gift in 
one bunch of grapes.14 Mter the Robinson­
Miller wedding, Williams writes, "A great 
many presents were made to the bridal pair: 
3 sacks of flour, a vast variety of groceries, 
corn meal, oysters, coffee, tea, wash tub, 
wash board, soap, clothes-line, clothes-pins, 
bucksaw, wood horse, axe, broom, mop, 
lamps, silver, dishes, ... knives, forks, spoons, 
and many other things which must have 

cost much."lS The Robinsons' gifts quite 
likely reflect the gifts that many couples 

.....--------------""""''""'-""""'-'1 received-practical things, suitable for 

Above, Nels Hanson and Hilda Anderson, 
October 30, 1894. Hilda made her own 
wedding gown-in black. Below,Jeff and 
jennifer Wilson 

establishing a home. 

Quiet But Tasteful 
While most home weddings are only 

recorded in three-line notices and Reverend 
Williams's diary, some made the pages of 
the Ashland Tidings. Perhaps the participants 
were a litde better off financially, better 
connected, more savvy about inviting the 
newspaper reporter, or simply more 
newsworthy. At any rate, these weddings 
made the news, even though they were 
small, relatively private occasions. They 
provide tantalizing glimpses into 
personalities-and into what Southern 
Oregon aspired to in a wedding. Whether 
this reflected the reality of weddings or not 
is something of a question. Take, for 
example, the Tolman/ Anderson wedding: 

J. C. Tolman, Jr. son of Surveyor 
General Tolman, and Miss Minnie, 
daughter of E.K. Anderson, were 
married last Tuesday, Sept. 23rd, at the 
Anderson Homestead on Wagner 
creek, [sic] The wedding company 
comprised some thirty guests, who 
were nearly all relatives of the allied 
families. Elaborate preparation had 
been made for the occasion, and 
everything connected with it was 
consummated with unusual style and 
elegance. The venerable minister Rev. 
M. A. Williams, himself a bran [sic] 
new bridegroom, performed the 
marriage ceremony, and the bride and 
groom were supported by Mr. F. M . 
Drake and Miss Hattie Tolman, as 
"best man" and bridesmaid, 
respectively. Shortly after eleven 
o'clock a.m., the vows were spoken, 
and when the rush of congratulations 
had subsided, the guests, with keen 
Southern Oregon appetites, were 
invited out to an elegant dinner. 

The costume of the bride was rich 
and elaborate, and there was a large 
number of costly and elegant bridal 
presents. In the afternoon the bridal 
party drove to town and were served 
lunch at the residence of Gen. Tolman, 
after which they started upon the 
evening train for Portland. The party, 
besides the bride and groom, included 
Surveyor General Tolman and wife, 
Mr. E. K. Anderson and wife and Miss 
Ida Tolman. About the first of 
October the bride and groom, in 
company with Judge Tolman and wife 
will start for Iowa for a two months' 
visit, after which they will return to 
Portland to reside.16 
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coverage may reflect the 
Minnie and her family 

11u"w')';"'u to put together an elaborate, 
1 ""-J".".u•, stylish event out at the homestead, 

possibly her guests brought her elegant 
cosdy gifts, as she was marrying into a 

of some affluence-but one wonders, 
since nearly all wedding 

lc'O'vt>r:~cr<" uses the identical words: The bride 
are loved by friends, co-workers 

, they receive many elegant (and 
gifts; they serve an elegant meal 

a stylish wedding the likes of 
has seldom been seen in Southern 

~··-"'~ ... and the happy couple will be 
housekeeping in Ashland, or 

"'-~""v.uvl.u.<-, or Washington Territory, or 
(The pioneering spirit was far 

dead, it seems). One is inclined to 
an idealizing of actual events to suit 

subjects of the story, rather than reality. 
Certainly brides then, as now, wanted their 
vvv•uUJ.LH>< days to be special, and seem to 

put a great deal of effort into ensuring 
that happened. 
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From left, the Hoaglands, the 
Pankeys, and the Walkers. 

Making the News: 
Nice Church Weddings 

While most weddings were small affairs 
held at home, there were others-weddings 
that read like fairy tale extravaganzas. If 
there's some question about editorial 
accuracy in the shorter articles, the details 
included in the longer articles leave no 
doubt that, for a few brides, their wedding 
days truly were fabulous. For those few 
brides, coverage in the paper meant more 
than just a generalized, idealized paragraph; 
it meant a preliminary announcement a 
week or two prior to the wedding as well 
as a column in the paper following the 
wedding including a detailed discussion of 
the couple's background, their families, 
friends who helped decorate, the 
decorations themselves, the bride's dress, 
the bridesmaids' dresses, the bride's 
mother's dress, occasionally the groom's 
mother's dress, the wedding service, the 
meal following the ceremony, the party, the 
entertainment, the honeymoon (if any), 
and a gift by gift list of what one presumes 
were the m<?re impressive presents, 

complete with the names of the givers (see 
sidebar) . In this spate of wedding details, 
the groom is lucky to get two 
lines-generally describing his attire as 
"standard" or "customary," with maybe a 
passing reference to his boutonniere, or his 
"happy smile." 

While some weddings made the news 
because they were epic productions, others 
made the news simply because they were 
newsworthy, such as this one, reported in 
the Tidings in 1884: 

A marriage occurred at Eagle Point 
last Thursday night in which the 
respective ages of the bride and 
groom were rather remarkable. H.G. 
Schock, the bridegroom, is fifty-four 
years of age and Mrs. Wooley, the 
blushing bride, is eighty-three. A 
dance followed the wedding 
ceremony, this bride participating 
with high glee. This is hardly a case of 
'January and May.' Perhaps we might 
call it October and DecemberP 

And that, perhaps, is the key-Southern 
Oregon weddings were about 
people-rich, poor, old, young. They were 

times of celebration, and-as is the 
case today-the form that celebration 
took was as individual as the couples 
involved. I 



Gladys Sanford and George Rose, 
April24, 1907. 

GuCan~s-Gf{ussell 
Here is how the Ashland Tidings reported 

the 1884 wedding ofJ.S. Eubanks, Jr., and 
Mollie Russell: 

The Presbyterian church was filled early 
last Wednesday evening, to witness the 
wedding ceremony of Mr. J.S. Eubanks, Jr., 
and Miss Mollie Russell. About the altar 
were beautiful and tasteful decorations of 
roses, ferns, and myrtle, the monogram 
"E.R." being conspicuous. From the center 
of a magnificent arch of rich-colored roses 
was suspended the wedding bell, 
symmetrically formed of pure white roses. 
About half past eight the wedding march 
was sounded ... . The bridal couple entered 
the church, accompanied by Miss Mattie 
Russell with J. C . Eubanks and Miss Annie 
Anderson with H.T. Chitwood, as 
bridesmaids and groomsmen, respectively. 
Beneath the floral arch and bell [the 
couple, united] by the authority and with 
the established ceremony of the church, 
were pronounced man and wife by the Rev. 
Robert McLean. At the conclusion of the 
ceremony the bridal party of six 
immediately left the church, while the 
audience remained to hear a few graceful 
remarks, appropriate to the occasion, from 
the minister. The wedding guests then 
gathered at the residence of the bride's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Russell, where 
the reception was held. 

The costumes of the bride and 
bridesmaids should no doubt be described 
to please the lady readers of the Tidings, 
but it would require a pencil less clumsy 
than ours in society matters to do them 
justice. All were beautiful. That of the fair 
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bride was of white silk, elaborate, rich, and 
exceedingly becoming to the wearer. 

The wedding supper was a profusion of 
delicate viands, choice fruits, elegant cakes 
of varied and artistic designs, (such as Mrs. 
Russell is famous for making) and all the et 
ceteras known to the ladies who take pride 
in excelling upon such occasions. 

About half-past ten o'clock the band 
appeared in front of the house, to serenade 
their chief officer and his bride. Mter 
playing several pieces, they were invited in 
to supper, but politely declined the invitation. 

The guests of the evening were 
handsomely entertained, and we can safely 
say that all united in wishing the future of 
the happy young couple to be as joyous and 
bright as this event was brilliant and pleasant. 

The display of bridal presents was 
unusually large and choice, many handsome 
and valuable gifts being received. Following 
is as nearly complete a list as could be made 
at the time: 

Family Bible, Mrs.JS. Eubanks 
Do.[ ditto, meaning the same], 
Mrs. JH Russell 

Pair white blankets,JS. Eubanks 
Real lace curtains, Nellie Russell 
Lace lambrequins, Mrs. JD. Fountain 
Mirror, Mattie and Hortense Russell 
Stained glass water set,] B. Russell 
Silver knives, napkins, and "splasher," 
Mrs. Pauline R ea 

Solid silver spoons and forks, 
Mr. and Mrs. J W Thompson 

Bed room set,] C., G. G., and C.F Eubanks 
Panel picture, Miss Lizzie Dunn 
Do. Miss Annie Anderson 
Crazy-work sofa pillow, Mrs. E.R Roc/fellow 
Hat for bride, Miss Adah Horton 
Seth Thomas clock, Ed Donaghy ' 
Plush-trimmed clock, R. T. Vining 
Toilet set, WP. Benjamin 
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Do. Miss Emma Pape 
Cologne set, Mr. and Mrs. Fraley 
Do. hand decorated, Miss Libbie Burrows 
Perfumery casket, Mr. and Mrs. G.M Willard 
Thackeray's works, Frank Hasty 
Gold bracelets for bride, Mrs. B.A. Owens 
Silver spoons and knives, 
Prof and Mrs. Henry 

Sil card receiver, Katie, Irene and H T. Chitwood 
Sil knives,JL. Norris and WH Vining 
Card receiver and vases, Mrs. E.E. Hill 
Sil forks, Miss Ida Muller 
Towel rack, Mrs.JS. Parson 
China tea set, Mr. and Mrs. M.L. Afford 
Set cabinet frames, Mr. and Mrs. H C. Myer 
Majolica fruit basket, 
Mr. and Mrs. P.L. Fountain 

Plush rug, CH Gillette and wjfo and Cl!f!Harris 
Rug, WH Leeds and wife 
Oil painting, O.R. Myer 
Fancy rug, A.R Giddings and wife 
Real lace curtains, Miss Corda Smith 
Bed spread, JM McCall 
Decorated library lamps, 
Mrs. L. and Carrie Gillette 

Oil painting, 
Mrs. Houck and Minnie Anderson 

Chair mat, Mary Eubanks 
Table spread, Albert Eubanks 
$10 gold piece, E.M Miller 
[Other present omitted, not being able to 
report them correctly. JIB 

Sherry Wachter is a freelance writer, 
designer, and illustrator. She lives in 
Gresham, Oregon. 
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Smudge 
Pot 
Perry 
by Bill Alley 

S EVEN DAYS A WEEK, FOR MORE THAN THffiTY-FIVE YEARS, 

Arthur Perry brought his unique brand of good-natured 
journalism to the readers of Medford's newspapers, Perry's wry 

sense of humor, poking good-natured fun at the famous and powerful 
and the local farmer and shoe-shine alike, captured the fancy of local 
readers, many of whom undoubtedly turned to Perry's column first 
when reading their paper. 

For one who commented for so long about so many, however, it is 
ironic that the details of his own life are so sketchy. Perry was born on 
September 26, 1883, in Kansas and orphaned at an early age. He next 
comes to light in Spokane, Washington, at the close of the new century's 
first decade. There, Perry was employed on the staff of the Spokesman­
Review, and it was there that Perry met a young editor by the name of 
Robert Ruhl. The two would forge a life-long partnership. 

In 1911 Ruhl bought an interest in the two Medford newspapers, the 
Mail Tribune and The Meciford Sun, and moved to Medford to become 
editor of the latter. He brought with him his colleague, Arthur Perry. A 
confirmed bachelor, Perry took up rooms fmt in the Holland Hotel and 
later the Medford Hotel, where he lived for the rest of his life. 

The first daily column that can be attributed to Perry appeared in the 
Sun in March 1913, under the title, "The Conning Tower," by "Scoop in 
Command." Perry's unique style of commentary, a series of short 
paragraphs on a variety of topical subjects, was established in this early 
column. In September 1913, Perry "repainted, remodeled, and 
thoroughly fumigated" his column. Given the preeminent position of 
the region's fruit-growing industry, this revamped feature was called 
"The Smudging Pot." It would later be shortened to "Ye Smudge Pot." 

Perry's keen wit enabled him to cut directly to the heart of an issue, 
and his commentary on any one subject rarely exceeded a sentence or 
two. "Perry's wit flashes," his friend Edison Marshall wrote, "and it cuts 
through bigotry and hypocrisy like a sword, and it has a way of 
puncturing, with a word or two, self-inflated people and pompous 
schemes." Such was his gift, however, that Perry's quips and jibes were 
never mean-spirited or malicious. 

Political figures and Hollywood celebrities in the headlines were 
always good fodder for roasting over the smudge pot, as were fashion 
fads, speeders, and "cravat agriculturists" [Editor's note: Today they 
would be known as "hobby farmers."] "Some of the cravat 
agriculturists are becoming acclimated rapidly, and cuss the roads and 
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taxes with the free and easy manner of a homegrown Oregonian." Bu1 
was the fun the columnist had with the local residents that seemed th 
most popular. Perry was friends with them all, from the leaders of the 
business and political community to the man who shined his shoes, ar 
this genuine affection for his friends and neighbors clearly showed in 
column. "Wig Ash pole is spoken of for Co. Comm.," Perry wrote in 
1922. "Wig feels as bad about it as if they threatened to commit him · 
the legislature." ''A baseball game in old man Jones' pasture broke up i 
the seventh inning in an uproar when Joe Spivis slid into what he 
thought was third base." 

He developed his own stable of nicknames over the years, which ca 
seem puzzling to those reading his column out of the context of their 
time. Delroy Getchell of the Farmers and Fruitgrowers Bank was 
dubbed "The Banker Poet," Copco's Horace Bromley was soon "Hors 
druggist Charles Strang was "the Pioneer Pillist," and Heine Flurher , 
Flurher's Bakery was dubbed "the Demon Baker." Although baftling 1 

a reader today, at the time Perry was writing there was never any 
question of just whom he was describing. 

When Ruhl took over the Meciford Mail Tribune in the spring of 
1919, "Ye Smudge Pot" moved also. Perry's column appeared with sm 
regularity that it was later reported that he had never taken a vacation 
This is not exactly true, of course. He did take two weeks off once in 
1927. The "Smudging Pot" also went on a two-year hiatus in April19 
when Perry joined the United States Navy during the First World W: 

Perry's humor and homespun philosophy soon spread far beyond tl­
confines of the Rogue Valley. His column was frequently quoted in 
newspapers across the country, and lucrative offers to lure him away t! 
larger papers were routinely refused. Perry had found his niche and h; 
no desire to move on. 

It was with some degree of surprise when, on January 8, 1948, read 
of"Ye Smudge Pot" found the column missing. None could remembt 
time when Perry had missed a day to illrress. The following day Perry 
was back, but a short nine days later an aneurism struck the popular 
columnist down, silencing "one of the longest individual feature 
authorships in newspaper history." 

''Art Perry was unique," Ruhl wrote in an editorial. "His humor, his 
style were unique. He was literally a rare bird and there is and will be 
one to fill his shoes." 

''Nor will there be another 'Smudge Pot,' for Perry was the smudge pc 
Perry's passing was not the end of the popular column, however. I1 

1952 the Mail Tribune began a new feature called "The Flight of 
Time." Included were reprints of items from "Ye Smudge Pot." In 
1978 the paper again went to the Smudge Pot for the "Forty Years 
ago Today'' feature. 

Thirty-five years of Arthur Perry's commentary provide a unique 
insight into the era in which he lived. His lively style and wit contin 
to this day to entertain those who take the time to read his words. I 

More of Perry's Pearls 
May26, 1922 
"The Rosenberg boys have designed and executed a pear label that is a 

to cause eastern customers to eat the label instead of the pears." 
September 11, 1926 
"The airmail opens next Wed. Citizens should be careful they do not ! 

hit in their backyards with a Sears-Roebuck catalog." 
June 8,1933 
"The attorney-general of Oregon has ruled that shooting fish with a b 

and arrow is illegal. The Bow and Arrow Club of the valley thanks the 
attorney-general for the compliment, in intimating that they could hit a 
with a bow and arrow." 

August 13, 1942 
"Tax experts in Washington, D.C. are now talking about a 'holding ta: 

Rumor says this means four bureaucrats to hold the victim while the fiftl 
turns his pants pockets inside out." 

Bill Alley is the senior historian/research manager at the Southern Oregon Historic 
Society. 
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ROOTED I N HISTORY 

; A. .. - -STHE.HOIID~·APPROAGH~·AMERICA TURNS. TO OREGON . 

· t(').:prbvicte ;~ost-.J:alf.ef.the'nation's cut Christmas trees. 
. . ~aoo y~;<0regon:Prod.u~ more than eight million 

Christmas trees onmpre,;thljll.60,000 acres ofland.ln the days before 
' Than'ksgi~g,-~~ 'loa.de~ 'W,ith · b.~at1y tied trees set out from 

Orego_r for Califo~ ~d :oihe~ Pa¥ts of the country. 
. Noole £4, ~alsam..fir; ·~q .Sootch,p.ine are all populai·Christmas 

., · trees;·Bul nearly !talf.Ofthe .Christmas trees purchas~d in the United 
States ar:e D qugl,a$. w-s.' I?.ouglaS·nr makes an ideal Christmas tree 

· beqmse 'gf the' na~al pyramid• ~hap~ 'of the young tree, the sw_eet 
. ,, ... smell ofits :bh~-;-greeri"ireedle5, andtoe'cause those needles cling finrily 
. , tq the_ tr~e :durmg -ti:~"Spo~.t arid. disp~y. Most of the Christmas trees 

. grown·in' Oregqri·are''Do~las)irs. ~·· , .. 
· · • . Douglas 'fir ·is a tr~e,of tlie Far West,. naturally ranging fr~m· Alaska 
.;,, #> <:;entral Califop;ll'a and cohunonin Western Oregon. It is one. of the 
. . w~rld's,:mqst irri.po±tan:t ~ber·'tre~. Named in honor .of plant explorer. 

1
" • •• ·David Dougl~; tire tree is•-nol: ~;true fir, but is unique to. its own . 

[ 
genus: Pser:tfotsuga, meaning -~e fir.~pouglas fir is Oregon:s state tree, · 
prouqly displayed·o~ the stan~ard Oregon license plate. . . - · 
qms~as ~e pr?dtic:tio!l. h~)een big business in Oregon since 

the 1920s. Until the 1960s, most of#le state's Christmas trees were 
• Clit from for~tlihd; In: ·th~ 19SO~, however, Oregon entrepreneurs. 

began plantiiig·.Chfist:I'n¥:tr:,ee plantations, which now provide almost 
all the copunercial ~hristmas triis gr~wn in the state. Growers plant 
bare-root seedlings and grow them for seven to ten years. By then, 

· .. trees' ha.ve-rdiilied .si.X' to eigh~ feet i~ height, the best size for the 
... ~v~~~.~eriqm)~orp.e. Growerii often shear the trees as they grow, 
to encourage the' clasSic. pyratfiida!:.Cliristmas tree shape. 

Over the years, Oregon· has twice had the honor of providing the 
White House Christmas tree that adorns the Blue Room. In 1991, 
Oregon sent a noble fir to Washington, D.C., and in 1992, a grand fir. 

The Christmas tree has roots in the European nature religions that 
associated immortality with plants that remained green through the 
long winters and celebrated these plants at the winter solstice in late 
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December. Another clear ancestor of the Christmas tree is the 
Paradise Tree, a prop in a religious play dating to the eleventh century 
and popular through the Middle~- On December 24, the feast day 
of Adam and Eve, the story of ill.~ Garden of Eden was acted out in · 
front of the Paradise Tree: a fii liung with red apples. In Middle ' 
Europe, the evergreen Paradise Tree gradually moved into homes and 
was decorated with other ornaments. The symbolism of the tree 
gradually shifted toward marking the birth of Christ, often represented 
on the tree by a candle. 
. By the eighteenth century, the Christmas tree was known 

throughout Europe.~ 1834, German-born Prince Albert, the ~.;onsort 
of Great Britain's Qgeen Victoria, introduced the Christmas tree ofhis 
homeland to Windsor ~ast1e. _Christmas trees quickly became popular · 
with Her Majesty's subjects .. German immigrants brought the 
tradition of putting up a Ch!ist;rilas tree 
to North America in:the 1 ~OOs, but the 
custom di~ not becom~ widespread in 
the United States until· the mj.ddle of 
the nineteenth century. 

In 1851, an enterprising ··· 
Pennsylvanian, named. Mark Carr cut 
Christmas trees in the CatSkill, 
Mountains,· loaded them on ox-drawn 
sleds, and set up the. world's first 

,Christmas tree lot on a street in New 
York Today s9me families celebrate 
Chnstmas with living trees or artificial 
trees, but 98 percent of Americans who 
display trees buy cut trees from lots. 
And 48 percent.of those trees come 
from Oregon, the Christmas tree state. 

Anthropologist Nan Hannan and ethnobotanist 
Donn L. Todt garden in Ashland 
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