






due to a broken bearing on the plow. Within a week, however, 
the Wright plow had managed to clear the road as far as 
Government Camp in Munson Valley, today the site of the 
park headquarters. Unsuited for the steep grade up to the 
rim and the lodge, the Wright plow was shifted to the 
Klamath Falls entrance road.9 

The ongoing progress of the Wright snowplow was 
followed with regularity in Medford, with updates on the 
road-clearing appearing in the pages of the Medford Mail 
Tribune. On June 26 residents were also treated to motion 
picture footage of the plow in action. A Hollywood fllm 
company, E.R.L. Productions, happened to be in the area 
shooting location shots. One of the principals of E.R.L. was 
Jacksonville native "Pinto" Colvig, who would later achieve 
fame as the voice of Disney's Goofy, Pluto, and Grumpy, 
and would originate the character of Bozo the Clown. 
E.R.L.'s film footage of the plow was processed in Medford 
and shown at the Rialto Theater.lO 

In spite of delays due to inadequate motive power, 
breakdowns, record snow levels, and a late June blizzard, the 
Wright snowplow succeeded in clearing its assigned roads 
and the park officially opened on July 1. The stretch from 
Annie Springs to the rim would remain for a time a one­
way lane through cuts in snowbanks that were six to fifteen 
feet high. Given this auspicious first season in action, the 
future prospects of the innovative new plow seemed assured.ll 

For the next year, however, there is little documentation of 
the Wright snowplow, other than indications that some 
loans were taken out. During the spring clearing of Crater 
Lake National Park's roads there is brief mention of the 
Wright machine "proving well-nigh invaluable ... in the 
clearing of roads and removal of snow'' in 1928, but no other 
mention. Better weather than the previous year meant that 
there was less snow, enabling the park to open earlier than 
usual. Perhaps these improved conditions limited the need 
for the Wright plow's services. December 1928 found the 
plow working at the northern end of the state on the Mount 
Hood loop road. The proceeds of that contract were used to 
pay off a note held by the Bank of California.12 

Dreams of finding a manufacturer interested in mass­
producing the Wright snowplow remained unfulfilled, 
however. One of the backers of the Wright plow, C.E. 
Gates, served a term on the state Highway Commission and 
was able to generate some interest. State Engineer Campbell 
agreed to build a copy of the plow, but apparently made a 
number of significant alterations of his own to the design 
that proved unsatisfactory. As a result, the state showed little 
interest in the invention.13 

In the spring of1930, the Wright plow again found itself 
undergoing trials at Crater Lake National Park, this time in 
competition with two newer machines. The trials were 
conducted under the auspices of the National Park Service. 
On hand to witness the trials were the park service's chief 
engineer, F.A. Kittredge; Crater Lake's superintendent, 
Elbert C. Solinsky; and representatives from Mount Rainier 
and Yosemite national parks.14 

The park service representatives had gathered to study the 
relative merits of the three different snow-removal machines. 
In addition to the Wright machine, the trials included a late 
model Snow Go machine and a new entrant built by another 
Crater Lake National Park employee, Ike Davidson. Although 
the Wright machine again made a good impression, the 
Snow Go appeared to be the one to best meet the park 
service's needs. The Snow Go also had the added advantage 
of being already in regular production in Iowa.15 
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Crater Lake National 
Park mechanic Paul 
Wright submitted these 
overhead, front and side­
view diagrams of his 
snow-clearing machine 
with his US. Patent 
Office application. Wright 
designed the teeth on the 
rotating steel drums to be 
able to bite into the layers 
of compacted snow and ice 
that presented such a 
problem for Crater Lake 
road crews. 
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Hopes were raised, however, in the days 
immediately following the park service trials. 
I.W. Leech of the LaPlante-Choate Company, 
a Cedar Rapids, Iowa, manufacturer of snow­
removal equipment, was also present at the 
demonstrations. "That Wright machine is a 
dandy," Leech announced. "We will probably 
take the Wright plow over, manufacture it, 
and put it on the market." Unfortunately the 
planned partnership never materialized. 
Perhaps the economic distress of the growing 
depression forced the cancellation of the 
Wright machine's manufacture.16 

For the next several years the high hopes 
once envisioned for the Wright plow steadily 
evaporated. Additional demonstration tests 
were performed, including some difficult 
locales such as California's Donner Pass, but 
they failed to spark any serious interest. 
Wright flied for bankruptcy in June 1934. 
All the rights assigned to his invention 
reverted to the original backers. Throughout 
1935, Fred Wahl, one of the original backers, 
continued to try to stir up interest in the 
Wright plow, but with little success. He 
displayed the machine at a number of 
industrial expositions and inventors shows, 

and tried in vain to arouse some interest on 
the part of the state Highway Department to 
build the design on a license basis.17 

As late as 1938 Wahl continued to seek a 
buyer for the Wright plow. In August the 
Snow Removal Company of San Francisco 
wrote with what was probably the final word 
on the Wright plow. While admitting the 
merits of the original design, a complete 
redesign would be necessary. Improvements 
in the design of rotary plows since the mid-
1920s had, in essence, made the Wright plow 
obsolete. And with the life of the original 
patent already half gone, it was unlikely any 
interested parties would be found. 

The remaining sections of the original 
plow, in storage in a Medford warehouse for 
the past few years, were apparently disposed 
of All that remains of the local invention 
that once created such high hopes of success 
are a single photograph, a short film clip, and 
a file of correspondence in the Farmers and 
Fruitgrowers Bank Collection at the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society.18 I 

Bill Alley is senior historian/research manager with the 
Southe77Z Oregon Historical Society. 

Wright, along with a hantiful of Rogue Valley investors, hoped to profit 
handsomely from his snowplow design, but such would not be the 
case, and efforts to market the machine faded 
away in 1938. 
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PHESEH. V ,\TION 

"Co111plete in Every Detail: 

"COMPLETE IN EVERY DI:.'TAJL, 
equipped with every device known to 
modern science, standing upon a site 

without an equal in the Northwest, 
overlooking a landscape 'as fair as the valley 
of the Lord' and one of the most progressive 
and cultured cities in the western country, 
conducted by the Sisters of Providence, who 
have no equal for excellence and 
thoroughness in such work, Medford's new 
hospital, erected at a cost of $150,000, is 
without a peer on the Pacific Coast." Such 
was the opinion of the Meciford Mail Tribune 
on the occasion of the February 18, 1912, 
dedication of the new Sacred Heart.l 

With the coming of the twentieth century, 
the sleepy railroad town of Medford had 
undergone a profound change. Fueled by the 
growing orchard industry, new, substantial 
buildings burst forth like mushrooms after an 
evening's rain. The growth of the city's 
population, which had doubled to 6,000 
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This colorized postcard view shows Sacred Heart Hospital dominating the top if 
Mulford's Nob Hill. Dedicated in 1912, the hospital served the community until 
Providence Hospital opened in 1966. 

between 1906 and 1910, created a demand 
for new homes and schools. In the field of 
health care, however, Medford had failed to 
keep up. 

The Medford medical community was the 
first to recognize the shortcomings of local 
health care. In 1910 a delegation of 
physicians, including Drs. J.J. Emmons and 
R.J. Conroy, called upon the Order of the 
Sisters of Charity of Providence to come to 
Medford and help establish a new hospital. 
Since its inception in 1843, the Sisters of 
Charity of Providence had been dedicated to 
the care of others in need. In 1856, members 
of the order migrated to the Oregon 
Territory to carry out their work, and in 
1874 established St. Vincent Hospital in 
Portland. 

Upon their arrival in Medford in the spring 
of1911, Sister Praxedes ofProvidence and 
her assistants, Sister Pascal and Sister Gerard, 
set to work caring for the patients in the 

Southern Oregon Hospital, the existing 
facility lodged in a dwelling on the corner of 
South Central and Eleventh streets. When 
not tending to patients, the sisters were busy 
working with local community leaders on 
plans for a new, modern hospital. The 
previous year, a site on "Nob Hill" had been 
selected and the Medford Commercial Club 
sought subscriptions for its purchase. Soon 
thereafter, a delegation from the order 
accompanied by Portland architect Robert F. 
Tegan visited the site to prepare for actual 
construction. 3 

The first building to go up on the site 
would be the hospital laundry, which would 
serve as the living quarters for the sisters 
during construction of the hospital itself The 
contractor, F.L. Litherland, estimated that th 
new edifice would require one million bricks: 
to fill that demand the Medford Brick 
Company opened a second brickyard near 
Jacksonville's Opp rnine.4 
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Sacred Heart Hospital's School of Nursing graduated its first class in 1915. Pictured ahove are 
members of the first two graduating classes. Left to right, Angeline Provost, Sady Mulkey 
Elmherst, Mary Barba, Mary Ann Clark, Ada Hamlin, Agnes Broad, Anna Broad. 

Southern Oregon Hospital, at the corner of Central and Eleventh streets, shown here 
circa 1910, was the temporary home of the Sisters of Providence until the completion 
of the new Sacred Heart Hospital. 
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Plans for the new hospital, which would be called Sacred Heart, 
incorporated all of the latest innovations in hospital design. The 
two operating theaters boasted large windows to let in ample light. 
Accommodations for "125 patients in private rooms" were 
augmented by wards on each floor. Arranged in a series of wings, 
each room would benefit from some direct exposure to "sunshine, 
that great healer." Rounded corners throughout the structure 
prevented the accumulation of dirt and grime. Electric fans 
continually circulated fresh air throughout the building, replacing 
the air in each room every four minutes. 5 

Once opened, Sacred Heart Hospital offered more than just 
medical care. In June 1915, three young ladies, Angelina Provost, 
Adalaye Hamlin, and Mary K. Barba, comprised the first 
graduating class of the Sacred Heart School of Nursing. This 
school would continue it mission of training nurses until1933.6 

The years following the opening of Sacred Heart Hospital saw a 
steady decline in Medford's population, as the local economy 
slumped when the orchard boom went bust. This decline left the 
hospital with surplus space, and one entire floor remained 
unoccupied. This would change in the fall of 1918 when the 
Spanish influenza pandemic reached Southern Oregon. The sisters 

\ 

Sacred Heart Hospital dominates the skyline in this stark view looking 
northeast from Bear Creek in east Medford. Medford's Eastwood 
Cemetery would be to the lower right. 

were quick to offer the unused floor to the city for use as an 
influenza ward.? 

The hospital continued to serve Medford's rapidly expanding 
population until well beyond World War II. Mter half a century of 
service, however, Sacred Heart had finally begun to show its age, 
and faced competition from the recently completed Rogue Valley 
Memorial Hospital. On October 12, 1960, it was announced that 
the venerable old hospital on Nob Hill would close its doors. 
Almost immediately the community rallied to prevent the closure. 
A foundation was established to raise funds for a new facility and 
the sisters agreed to keep Sacred Heart open until a new hospital 
could be built. Six years later, Providence Hospital opened, to carry 
on the tradition of caring begun in 1912. As for the old Sacred 
Heart Hospital, it was razed, to be replaced later with 
condominiums that overlook Bear Creek Park and the Eastwood 
IOOF Cemetery.s I 

Bill Alley is senior historian/research 
manager with the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society. 
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Sister Praxedes arrived in Medford in 1911 to 
take charge of the new Sacred Heart Hospital, 
soon under construction on Nob Hill. 

To assist at the hospital, Sister Pascali was one of 
the two members of the order who accompanied 
Sister Praxedes to Medford. 
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VOICES 

Little Applegate Sewing Club 
by Connie Fowler 

M EMBERS OF THE LlTrLE APPLEGKIE 

Valley community have a heritage of 
honoring and preserving their 

history and traditions. 
For example, in 1993 Buncom's new 

owners, Reeve and Lyn Hennion, along with 
some caring neighbors formed the Buncom 
Historical Society in order to better preserve 
the three old buildings known as Buncom, a 
relic of the gold-rush era. By doing this, they 
hoped to tap into the sense of community that 
Buncom's early residents felt. 

Another relic of the Little Applegate 
Valley's past has also been preserved, not as a 
building or artifact, but as a tradition in the 
form of a ladies' sewing club, which has been 
meeting for more than sixty years. In an 
interview from a scrapbook kept by the 
members, charter member and pioneer Vieva 
Saltmarsh (now deceased) told how the Little 
Applegate Sewing Club started: 

"One day in the fall of1932, Mae Powell 
took her embroidery over to Ellen Finney's 
to visit and embroider. On that same day, 
Cecil Jones decided to walk up to Ellen's 
house. They chatted and decided to do the 
same thing the next week. 

When they met again, they decided to 
organize a sewing club and ask other 
women along the Little Applegate River to 
come. Edna Buck, Mollie Kleinhammer, 
Vieva Saltmarsh, Dora Saltmarsh, and 

t:~~ 
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Ethel West joined. Cecil Jones was elected 
chairman and Mae Powell, secretary. They 
met once a week at different homes, 
bringing their own or sewing or mending 
for the hostess, hemming flour sacks to 
make dishtowels, and piecing quilts. 

Later on Mrs. Ada Arant, a seamstress, 
joined the club and started a new project to 
help poor people. Mr. Finney had gotten 
injured and couldn't work so Mrs. Arant cut 
out dresses for the Finney girls and shirts for 
the boys. Each member brought three yards 
of material. They also pieced quilts for other 
poor people. These were Depression days, 
and people had big families and no work. 

During the war they discontinued 
meetings because of the gasoline shortage. 
Mter the war they met once a month. 
Women from other parts of the Applegate 
Valley started coming."l 
The local newspaper reported other special 

community events sponsored by the club, 
including potlucks, bingo, and a July picnic. 

OF CYNTHIA WICKLUND 

COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR 

In the 1970s, approximately twenty-five 
women from all parts of the Applegate are 
belonged to the club, still meeting once a 
month, sewing lap robes and bibs for local 
nursing homes. One year they made a quil 
and sold raffie tickets to raise money for w 
was then the Applegate Valley Lions Rural 
Fire Department, raising $263.50.2 

The Little Applegate Sewing Club was 
represented on the Applegate Valley 
Bicentennial Committee in the 1976 Nati< 
Bicentennial Celebration. The lively club 
members continued to be an active part of 
community into the 1980s as well. The "m 
pioneer" women of the Little Applegate ar 
keeping the tradition allive. I 

Writer Connie Fowler and her husband, Ben, ranCI 
the Applegate Valley. 
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