






With the number of parlor houses limited due to expense, the lower-class brothels and bawdy houses 
flourished and were far more numerous. A brothel could be nearly as elegant as a parlor house, but with 
less expensive decor.8 From the outside, these houses of ill fame appeared to be nothing more than simple 
hotels or rooming houses, but the guests rarely stayed the night. Often a brothel was nothing more than a 
few small apartments above a saloon. The red-light ladies who worked their nights in brothels and bawdy 
houses were not the beauties of the parlor house, but this did not stop men from desiring their services.9 
In many towns a red-light district allowed women to set up brothels and practice their trade without fear 
of persecution by the police.lO A brothel was a place for a more common businessman who was far from 
being rich but still preferred a higher-class prostitute. 

The most colorful members of the prostitution business were the 
madams of the houses of ill repute. These women often owned the 
parlor houses and brothels. They were often fascinating women with 
skills in managing business and dealing with the laws of society. The 
madam of the house was the "mother" to the girls who worked for her. 
Many madams offered comfort and a place to live off the street to young 
women society had rejected. Jackson County was home to several 
famous madams who ran illegal businesses while avoiding the legal 
consequences. Ladies with names such as "Featherlegs," "Big Eva," and 
"Stella the Redhead," are examples of women who were successful in 
running these houses of ill fame.ll The Imperial Rooms operated by 
Stella the Redhead at 30 N . Front Street in Medford were well known 
and still seemed to escape the attention of the local authorities in the 
years leading up to World War I. The same was true for Big Eva's 
Peerless Rooms in Ashland.12 

One of Southern Oregon's most infamous madams may not even have 
been a madam. Madame Jeanne DeRoboam, who owned the elegant 
United States Hotel in Jacksonville, was born to an aristocratic family in 
France and moved to Oregon prior to 1860.13 News writers of her time 
often spoke of Madame DeRoboam as "that outrageous madam whose 
indiscretions, or worse, kept the eyebrows of all respectable women 
lifted." Rumors in Jacksonville also mentioned the "sagging walls and 
spicy history" of her hotel.14 She was popular with the men of 
Jacksonville because of her hospitality and fine cooking. Her three dead 
husbands did little to strengthen her reputation with the "respectable" 
women of Jacksonville. While there is no evidence to prove that 
Madame DeRoboarn's hotel was a house of ill fame, there were many 
rumors oflewd practices.15 

Further down the ladder from parlor houses and brothels, the lower-class prostitutes worked in two 
other areas, box houses and on the line. A box house was similar to a dance hall. The scantily dressed 
waitresses served drinks and flirted with the clients.16 The emphasis of the box house was to cater to the 
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working class. High-priced alcohol was a more lucrative portion of the business than 
the services of prostitutes.17 The atmosphere of a box house was less appealing to the 
high-society gentlemen who frequented parlor houses and brothels. Box houses 
survived by taking advantage of recently wealthy miners and loggers who were not 
used to having money. These lower-class houses had less than elegant working girls 
who often turned their tricks in a secluded corner of the dance hall or in small, walled­
off cubicles. Modesty was not a characteristic of the working girls in box houses. It was 
not unusual for the girls to push their drinks while walking around topless.18 The lure 
of sex and lewd dance sold mass quantities of overpriced and watered-down alcohol. 

The women of the line in the late 1800s and early 1900s were similar to the street 
walkers of urban areas today. These women rented small, eight-by-ten-foot rooms in a 
large apartment building; each room having its own door to the street.19 Several of 
these women developed nasty reputations and prostitutes of this style often attracted 
the attention of the police. These colorful women of the night often had lavish made­
up names such as Wild Rose, French Rita, Velvet Bon, and Black Cat.20 They had 
litde protection from violence and were often shunned by the majority of society.21 

Prostitution was successful in Jacksonville because the working girls and madams 
were able to adapt to a changing society. A growing Jackson County meant the 
construction of more stable and conventional communities, which led more women 
and families to settle in the area. Mining slowed, and logging and agriculture took over 
as the main economic bases of society. With a more family-oriented atmosphere and 
many churches being built, the women of ill fame were forced into more secluded areas 
behind the scenes. Oregon passed a law on bawdy houses and houses of ill fame in 
1864.22 The law is clear, and states: 

Although it has never been proven that US. Hotel 
owner Madame jeanne DeRoboam was anything 
more than a gracious hostess, jacksonville residents 
of more than a century ago gossiped about the 
''spicy" goings-on at her hotel. 

If any person shall keep or set up a house of ill fame, brothel or bawdy 
house, for the purpose of prostitution, fornication or lewdness, such a 
person, upon conviction there of shall be punished by imprisonment in 
the county jail, not less than three months, nor more than one year, or by 
fine not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than five hundred 
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dollars. ORS 651. October 19, 1864.23 

The passing of the state law had little effect on the business of prostitution in Jackson County. As 
long as the prostitute was discreet, business was good. High-profile gentlemen often frequented these 
bawdy houses, and police looked the other way. In the Jacksonville newspapers no complaints of 
prostitution were found, yet Jacksonville passed an ordinance banning prostitution in 1873.24 Police saw 
prostitution as a victimless crime and a waste oflaw enforcement time because there were more serious 
matters to address .25 

For the most part Jacksonville's working women abided by the ordinance and set up their brothels 
outside of town near the mining and logging camps. Ellis Beeson recalled, "An enormous frame 
building was built on the top of the grade going into Blue Ledge a few miles west of Jacksonville. It 
was only about, oh, I'd say maybe a couple of hundred yards from the mine ... and the buildings where 
the miners lived, you know."26 The one-building settlement called Eileen was built as a house of ill 
fame. 27 Beeson explained that, "The girls from Jacksonville would get on the stage there when the 

miners got paid at the Blue Ledge Mine, ride the stage out to 
Eileen, relieve the miners of their money, and then they would 
come back to J acksonville."28 

Another infamous site just west of Jacksonville was Kanaka 
Flats, also known as One Horse Town.29 Writing in Bonville's 
Western Monthly, W.W. Fidler explained Kanaka Flats as a 
place with "evils Satan himself could desire." It was a place filled 
with minorities including the "Chinese, Spanish, Mexicans, and 
Negroes."JO Fidler also described the miners' inability to stay 
away from drinking, gambling, and frequenting the ladies of the 
night in One Horse Town. He wrote, "It was difficult for a 
young man to look on a great while at the unseemly carousal 
without wanting to participate in the festivity's temptations."31 

The spacious Hotel Eileen was This wide-open, hell-roaring 
adjacent to the Blue Ledge Mine mining camp had whiskey, 
on foe Creek at the headwaters of g~m?ling, and pros;itution 
the Applegate basin. One old- Wl thm every mmer s 
timer recalled how the "working- reach. Preacher T?omas 
girls" of jacksonville took the stage Fletc~er Royal tned to curb 
to the hotel when it was payday at the evils when he saw them, 
th · but was unsuccessful, and the emme. . 

_.__.. hot spot flounshed for years.J2 
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Prostitution flourished in many areas in 
Jackson County. The city of Medford had a 
problem with brothels and bawdy houses as 
well, which left citizens demanding the city 
be cleaned up by the police. Town 
meetings in July of 1913 featured angry 
citizens protesting the vice conditions in 
Medford. The passage of new state laws in 
1913 was supposed to end the prostitution 
problem in Oregon.33 But City Attorney 
Bert R. McCabe stated, "the city 
government and officials were absolutely 
helpless to suppress prostitution, the 
council had no authority to order the police 
to close notorious resorts, and the new law 
that permits the closing of a disreputable 
house because of common 'fame' is 
unconstitutional."34 

After the council declared itself 
powerless to act on the newly approved 
state and local laws, fifty men present at 
the meeting walked out of the hall. The 
council invited attorney Fred W. Mears to 
produce evidence and describe what he 
knew of the vice activities in Medford. 35 
Mears offered ten leading citizens who 
would testifY to the existence of houses of 
ill fame in Medford. Each witness knew of 
specific hotels or rooming houses that they 
were sure were immoral places. A few of 
the eyewitnesses confirmed each other's 
testimony by incriminating many of the 
same places.36 Many of the leading citizens 
with whom Mears talked in his 
investigation confirmed their knowledge of 
these places by common fame.37 

One witness was a leading physician in 
Medford. Mears declared the doctor told 
him "he had just treated professionally a 
woman whom he knew to be a prostitute, 
and that she told him that she had a room 
in one of these places on Main Street."38 
Another prominent citizen was 
Councilman George H. Millar. 39 Millar 
testified "that the Royal Rooming House 
on North Bartlett and First streets was a 
sporting house."40 Mears attacked the 
council, reminding them of their promise 
to the community to enforce the law. He 
explained that he had presented more than 
sufficient evidence for the council to give 
an order to the police to shut the suspected 
places down.41 Mears called for action and 
suggested that the police charge the 
proprietors of immoral establishments and 
not just simply run the residents out of 
town.42 

Several leading citizens voiced their 
concerns and complaints about the number 
of houses of ill fame and the lack of 
prosecution of prostitutes in the Medford 
area. Many of these citizens were ministers 
oflocal churches.43 A 1913 article in The 
Medford Sun titled, "Minister Asserts 
Recall Will Be Used," quotes a handful of 
Medford's religious leaders and their 
Sunday sermons. The Rev. Dr. E. 0. 
Eldridge of the Methodist Church said the 
movement in Medford to end prostitution 
was growing in cities all over the world. 
Eldridge responded to the council's 
statement that the law was 

unconstitutional: "City officials and lawyers 
should not try to interpret the laws," he 
asserted, "or inquire into their 
constitutionality as that is the business of 
the courts."44 Instead, Eldridge demanded 
that the laws be enforced. 

The Rev. R. W . McCullough of the 
Baptist Church also voiced concerns 
regarding vice in Medford. McCullough 
brought up the issue of who had the power 
to stop the prostitution problem in 
Medford. 45 The reverend blamed the laws 
of Oregon for the problems that city 
officials were having with controlling vice. 
McCullough also defended the City 
Council, saying, "I left the meeting with a 
feeling of pity for the board, and do not 
believe they are responsible for any 
immoral conditions that may exist here." 
The Medford Sun also interviewed the Rev. 
D. D. Boyle. In his response to the city 
attorney, Boyle said: "Now we must go 
home and tell our families and our children 
we are helpless against vice and immorality 
and our boys and girls must grow up 
surrounded by these conditions."46 

Jackson County newspapers do not 
mention prostitution again for nearly five 
years. On July 3, 1918, the city of Medford 
held a council meeting where "it was 
decided to have a moral clean-up in 
Medford."47 The council planned another 
meeting to discuss two ordinances, "one 
licensing all rooming-houses and hotels, 
and another giving the local officials 
authority to make physical examinations of 
all suspected women, and reporting all 
cases of sexual diseases."48 The actions 
were suggested by attorney David 
Robinson representing the War 
Department. Robinson reported to the 
crowd attending the council meeting that 
62,000 men in the United States Army 
suffered because of sexual diseases.49 He 
also claimed that, ''You may think Medford 
has a good record in this regard. It hasn't. 
In the May draft one-third of the infected 
men from this state contracted the disease 
in this city." Mayor C.E. "Pop" Gates 
assured Robinson that the two ordinances, 
which had been said likely to be laughed 
out of court at a previous meeting, would 
be drafted into law and rigidly enforced. 50 

The Rev. Dr. E. 0. Eldridge, pastor of Medford's Methodist 
Church, added his voice to those of other citizens and clergy 
who in the summer of 1913 demanded the Medford City 
Council order the closure of brothels in the city under a new 
state law. The fact that the council refused to act, on the 
theory that the state law was unconstitutional, angered 
citizens who wanted their city ''cleaned up." 



Why the lack of arrests and criminal 
charges in the effort to stop prostitution? 
Were city officials simply incompetent or 
was it in their best interest to keep the city 
the way it was? The scanty arrest records of 
the time show a serious trend of racism. 
Jacksonville newspapers noted only one 
arrest under that city's 1873 ordinance 
banning prostitution. 51 The lone arrest, 
involved a Chinese man, who was charged 
with occupying a bawdy house. No records 
were found indicating any of the brothel's 
employees also being arrested. 52 A scan of 
Medford newspapers from the early 1900s 
to the late 1920s reveals only one arrest, and 
it involved a seventy-two-year-old black 
man named A. A. Johnson. 53 Prostitutes of 
bawdy houses were often simply run out of 
town without a trial. 54 

Racism can also be found in the 1870 
census of}acksonville. It lists eighteen 
Chinese women who were "probably 
prostitutes." It also states that, "only a few 
other women, who appeared to be potential 
prostitutes, were identified."55 Was this an 
obvious stereotype of minority women who 
listed themselves in the census as 
homemakers, or were minority women 
severely limited in employment options? 
How many European-American women 
listed themselves as homemakers, and were 
not classified as prostitutes? 

Influential and successful businessmen 
often frequented the county's brothels and 
parlor houses. Possibly their political and 
economic power kept the police away for 
fear oflosing their jobs if they arrested the 
wrong gentleman. Qyite possibly the police 
were paid to protect the houses from being 
closed down. There is no record of this 
anywhere, but the lack of arrests suggests 
the question. The Rev. McCullough blamed 
Oregon's "rotten laws" for the lack of 
prosecution. 56 Many leading citizens such as 
the attorney Mears and the Rev. Boyle 
blamed inaction on the council and the 
mayor for not ordering the police to clean 
up vice in Medford. 57 

Still, it wasn't until1923 that Medford 
finally passed a city ordinance banning 
houses of ill fame inside the city limits.58 
The ordinance reads: 

It shall be unlawful for any person to 
keep, set up, or suffer or permit to be 
kept or set up, a house of ill-fame, 
brothel, or bawdy house, for the purpose 
of prostitution, fornication or lewdness 
in any house, room, or shop or other 
building whatsoever, or any boat, booth, 
or other place which he is the owner, 
lessor, lessee or to the possession which 
he is entitled. Ord 1478. section 12, 
passed August 21, 1923, Disorderly 
Conduct Misdemeanor. 59 

The immoral conditions seem to have 
been shut down or the participants forced 
into more discreet practices with proper 
legislation and enforcement after the city 
ordinance in 1923, as the subject came up 
only rarely in council meetings and local 
newspapers after that date. 60 

The working women of ill fame in 
Southern Oregon found it harder to earn a 
living because Jacksonville, Medford, and 
Ashland were growing cities with larger, 
more family-oriented communities. After 
the passage of county and city ordinances, 
prostitutes were forced to either become 
more discreet or change professions 
altogether. Prostitution was not a glamorous 
profession to begin with and as a result of 
the growing communities, women's 
economic opportunities increased. No 
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longer were women put aside by the entirely 
male-dominated mining society. Agricultural, 
industrial, and mercantile jobs spread to the 
Rogue Valley and with them came a society 
that needed women for much more 
important reasons than prostitution. t 

josh Gary is a senior at Southern Oregon University 
majoring in history and plans to attend the 
University rfOregon School rfLaw. 
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Meeting Twenty-first Century Needs: 

Digitizing the Photo Collection 
By Jacque Sunstrand 

he Southern Oregon Historical 
Society's Research Library is proud 
to announce a partnership with 24-

7-digital, a digital imaging and marketing 
company, that will allow greater public 
access to the Society's historical photograph 
and moving image collections. 

Drawing on the Society's collection of 
more than three-quarters of a million 
images, the Research Library worked with 
24-7 -digital staff to scan and index an 
initial5,000 historical photographic 
images, which will be marketed to various 
distributors through 24-7 -digital. The 
scanning process uses a computer to 
record the visual information in a 
photograph as digital information that can 
be stored on a compact disk, which makes 
it much easier to store, access, and 
reproduce than having an actual copy print 
made. Selected news footage shot during 
the 1920s and 1930s by the California 
Oregon Power Company (COPCO) has 
also been scanned and made available in 
digital format. 

14 

Both the stills and the film footage are 
being marketed to advertising and 
television companies such as the History 
Channel and the A&E Network, as well 
as to textbook publishers such as 
McGraw-Hill. License fees will help 
generate operating funds for the Society. It 
is anticipated that the scanning project 
will be expanded to more photographs if it 
is well received. Jerry Skillett, chief 
executive officer of 24-7 -digital, said: "We 
are excited to be able to work with the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society, 
which has some of the finest archival 
photographic collections in the world." 

Currently, the footage and the digitized 
still collection selected for marketing can 
be viewed on the Internet at the Dynamic 
Graphics, Inc., Web site, 
<http:/ /www.dgusa.com>. 

This partnership will in no way limit 
access to or use of the digitized footage or 
stills by Society members or the general 
public who are dealing directly with the 
Research Library. 

Future plans for these digitized 
photographs include making a 
computerized catalog available in the 
Research Library. Library patrons wanting 
to locate photographs of"cowboys" or "log 
trucks," for example, from among these 
digitized photographs will be able to search 
for the images they seek by typing in 
subject-matter keywords. Researchers must 
now look manually at each photograph in a 
needed category, which is time consuming 
for the researcher and detrimental to the 
long-term preservation of the photographs. 
And, since a photograph can only be put 
away in one place, finding and selecting 
the needed image has not always been easy. 
The Society is also considering in the 
future placing these images on its Web site 
for Internet searching. Jill: 

j acque Sundstrand is library/archives coordinator 
for the Southern Oregon Historical Society. 

The first 5, 000 of the Society's collection of 
more than 750,000 images have been scanned 
and stored digitally on easy-to-access compact 
disks, including this 1936 image of child 
actress Shirley Temple being greeted by a 
member of the Grants Pass Cave Men during 
a publicity stop in the Rogue Valley. 
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Lifetime 
Patricia Ingram Cook, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. DeArmond, 

Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Medford 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford 
Robert L. Lewis,jacksonville 
Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz, 

Los Angeles, CA 
Alice Mullaly, Central Point 
Ram Offset Lithographers, 

White City 
Davis Young, Medford 

Honorary Lifetime 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong, 

Medford 
Francis and Mary Cheney, Ben B. 

Cheney Foundation, Tacoma, WA 
Robertson E. Collins, jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan, 

Medford 
Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy 
Mrs. Edna Knox, Medford 
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, 

Ashland 
Mrs. MaryTooze, Portland 

New Members 
BUSINESS 
Regence Blue Cross/Blue Shield of 

Oregon, Medford 

CURATOR 
Carol Adams, Ashland 

PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. John Dailey, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. John Harmon, Medford 

FAMILY 
Mildred W. Brown, Medford 
John Henson, Medford 
Blair Kennedy, Phoenix 
Lori Koljord Johnson, Medford 
Gara Layser, Ashland 
Bruce L. Patterson Family, Medford 
Brian B. Mullen, Medford 
Edith Tavalero, Medford 
Cindy Taylor, Grants Pass 

PIONEER/FRIEND 
Christy Van Heukelem, Salem 

FRIEND 
Sherrill Boyd, Klamath Falls 
Douglas County Library, Roseburg 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Hubler, Medford 
Nicolene Knapp, Medford 
B. Oliver, Ashland 
Jeff Phelps, Lacey, WA 
Fran Short, Medford 
Robert K. Stock, Medford 

Renewing Members 
BUSINESS 
City of Medford, Medford 

CURATOR 
*Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Barr, Medford 

PIONEER/PATRON 
Cecile M. Camden, Central Point 
Dorothy A. Cook, Medford 
*Ken Rhee, Ashland 

PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Burt, Medford 
Judy Gerlock, Medford 
Margaret McGeary, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Monroe, 
Jacksonville 

Moss Adams, LLP, Medford 
Dorothy H. Parke, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Richmond, 

Anchorage, AK 

PIONEER/FAMILY 
*Patricia Benson, Clovis, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Butler, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Christlieb, 

Ashland 
*Gail Coutts, Hayden, ID 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Gene Glazier, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl A. Hayes, 

Oregon City 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ross, 

Madison, WI 
*Billianne Thomas, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Thorpe, Ashland 
Sandra L. Zimmer, Canby 

FAMILY 
Harold Barrett, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Brophy, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Cochran, 

Medford 
Hazel Crowl, Eagle Point 
*Bernice Curler, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Daniken, Gold Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Fike, 
Jacksonville 

Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Gould, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jewett, Medford 
Bruce McGarvey, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Mcintyre, 

Ashland 
Robert Minear, Medford 
*Mr. and Mrs. Jay Mullen, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Muncie, 

Medford 
Dr. and Mrs. Doug Philips, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Tiffany, Medford 
Susanna Yoshida, Grants Pass 
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PIONEER/FRIEND 
Margaret A. Bartley, Ashland 
Leeda S. Bishop, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Brown, 

Medford 
June Cougle, Grants Pass 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kruggel,Jr., 

Medford 
Lorraine A. Mattos, Jacksonville 
Cecil Owings, Eagle Point 
Amy L. Peil, Grants Pass 
Gary Poole, Wallowa 
Billie Hammett Robertson, 

Lake Oswego 
Pam Schiller, Ashland 
Carol Wilson, Grants Pass 
Doris Kellogg Wilson, Medford 
Douglas Wobbe, Beaverton 

FRIEND 
Rhoda B. Abrahams, Ashland 
Ann Aines, Bend 
Keith Arnold, Yreka, CA 
Cyd Bagley, Medford 
Joseph M. Butler, jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Coulombe, 

Central Point 
Karma Denton, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Dimmock, 
Ashland 

Nellie Dymock, Grants Pass 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Estremado, 

Central Point 
Barbara Anne Ezell, Klamath Falls 
Charlotte Fitzpatrick, 

Minneapolis, MN 
Mrs. W.G. Garner, Central Point 
Cynthia Guthrie, Phoenix 
Lorene Hale, Medford 
Elizabeth L. Harris, Ashland 
Loren E. Hedrick, Sedona, AZ 
Sharon Heisel, Central Point 
jacksonville Review, Jacksonville 
Cindie Kitchin, Cave junction 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Lawson, 

Roseville, CA 
Jon Lilligren, Medford 
Jill Livingston, 

Klamath River, CA 
Joelle T. Mathis, Ashland 
Karen Mitchell, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Naumes, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Pitcairn, 

Medford 
Lynette M. Read, Tracy, CA 
Paul Richardson, Salem 
Roger R. Roberts, Central Point 
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Diane Schaffer, Ashland 
Barbara Schiavone, Grants Pass 
Betty]. Smith, M edford 
Gary Sumrak, Medford 
Sylvia Surratt, Medford 
Muriel Trammell, Medford 
Gloria Way, jacksonville 

*Indicates upgraded membership category 
or monetary contribution in addition to 
membership dues for Society programs. 

Donors 
IN KIND 
Deli Down 
Hotchkiss Manufacturing 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Winifred Birdseye Becker 
Aaron Worthington 

EDUCATION COLLECTION 
Allen C. Haas 

GENERAL COLLECTION 
Juanita L. Williams 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS 
Williard and Charlene Fike 
Joan S. Mcintosh 
Lovella Moore 
John and Frances Price 
Jim and La Vonne Stumbo 

Southern Oregon 
Historical Society 
Foundation 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred E. Kruggel,Jr. 
The Bruce L. Patterson Family 
Paul Richardson 
Diane Schaffer 

CIRCLES OF GIVING 
Ben Trowbridge 

r.~-:, 
SOUTHERN llll HISTORICAL 

OREGON ~~ SOCIETY 

We invite you to become a member! 

Friend .. . .. . .. . .... . ... $20 
Family . ....... . .. . . . ... $30 
Patron . . ............ $60-$90 
Curator or Business .$120-$200 
Director .. .. . .... . $250-$500 
Lifetime . . . .......... $1,000 

Leave a Legacy of Southern Oregon is a community-wide program 
established to create public awareness and to promote interest in 
charitable giving through a will or from an estate. The Southern 
Oregon Historical Society is participating in Leave a Legacy. Mary 
Hanley bequeathed Hanley Farm to the Society in 1982, thereby 
leaving a historic legacy for Southern Oregon residents and visitors 
who can now experience the farm's rich history. 
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I N 1951, EXCITEMENf FillED 1HE AlR IN MEDFORD'S 
new Hawthorne Park. Just a year old, a park had 
been chosen by city officials as the site for the newly 

purchased replica of the Statue of Liberty. According to 
Medford Parks Director Greg Jones, this was indeed an 
honor, as "Medford's Lady Liberty is one of only 
thirteen such statues in the United States."l 

How, people still ask, did the relatively small town of 
Medford manage to obtain one of these replicas? It was 
all due to the dedication and enthusiasm of the local 
Crater Lake Council of the Boy Scouts of America. In 
1950, several of the Scouts attended the annual Boy 
Scout Jamboree at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Because 
the jamboree theme was "Strengthen the Arm of 
Liberty," the Scouts visited the statue in New York 
Harbor, where they rededicated themselves to the Scout 
Oath and Law. Upon their return home, they were 
bursting with patriotism and wanted to do something 
for the city of Medford. 

Cliff Hanson, then Crater Lake Council executive, 
heard about a sculptor in Kansas City, Missouri, 
making 8 1/2-foot-tall copper replicas of the original 
Lady Liberty. Reginald Parsons, a local orchardist and 
philanthropist who was also a former national vice 
president of the Boy Scouts, purchased the statue as a 
gift to the Scouts and the community. With the help of 
energetic Scouts and city officials, funds were raised to 
provide an Arizona flagstone base for the statue and 
transport it to Medford. Hugh Coleman, then owner of 
Crater Lake Motors, helped build the base. 

On May 7, 1951, in a glorious, although rainy, 
ceremony following an enthusiastic parade of 400 
Scouts, Oregon Gov. Douglas McKay unveiled the 
statue. He spoke briefly saying, "No other youth 
organization has contributed more to build the character 
of our young people than the Boy Scouts. It is fitting to 
be concerned with liberty in these times."2 Parsons was 
represented at the ceremony by his daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Parsons Day, and his grandson, Boy Scout Jack Day, 
who lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 3 

Orlando J. Hollis, dean of the University of Oregon 
School of Law, was the principal speaker. He stressed 
the importance of preserving our liberty as symbolized 
by the statue and indicated the lighted torch of 
enlightenment is a vital part of that symbolism.4 

In keeping with the speeches, the Scouts rededicated 
themselves once again, as they had the previous year at 

d~~ 
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the foot of the original statue in New York Harbor. 
Also participating in the ceremony were the Rev. 

D. Kirkland West of the First Presbyterian Church, 
who offered the invocation; H. D. Christensen, 
president of the local Scout Council; Medford Mayor 
Diamond Flynn; City Council Parks Chairman 
Harold Frye; master of ceremonies Frank Van Dyke; 
and the Medford High School band. 5 

A plaque on the base of the statue states, "With the 
faith and courage of their forefathers who made 
possible the freedom of the United States, the Boy 
Scouts of America dedicate this copy of the Statue of 
Liberty as a pledge of everlasting fidelity and loyalty."6 

For a time, the elegant statue was the delight of 
Medford, but over the years, like many statues, it 
succumbed to the insults of pigeons and vandals. The 
once-polished copper surface became dull and dented, 
and some of the spikes were missing from the headdress, 
broken off by miscreants. With the patriotic post-World 
War II years behind them, people had gone on with 
their lives. The statue stood forlorn and forgotten until 
1986, when the original Statue of Liberty in New York 
Harbor celebrated its 100th birthday.? 

Once again the Boy Scouts came to the rescue and 
helped raise funds to restore the replica. Scouts from the 
original dedication were invited to attend a rededication 
held October 28, 1986. The ceremony took place amid 
bands, flags and cheering crowds. Lady Liberty stood 
once again in shining splendor, restored to her original 
glory. Hanson, who chaired the rededication ceremony, 
said, "I appreciated being a part of both ceremonies. It 
was a thrill to do it again." 

Fifty years after her arrival, the city Parks Department 
still keeps a watchful eye on the statue. Surrounded by 
roses planted by the Medford Rose Society, Lady 
Liberty lifts her torch at the entrance to Hawthorne 
Park, a symbol of grace, honor, and freedom. i 

Molly Walker Kerr is a Medford .freelance writer. 
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