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the Wesslers enjoyed almost impossible today.12
Some lookouts have been very jealous of
their privacy. For twenty-five years, Carl
DeMoy never left his post on Black Butte,
north of Mount Vernon in the Malheur
National Forest. All he wanted was to be left
alone, but nothing could dissuade his uninvited
visitors from coming up his eighty-two-foot-
tall wooden tower. He sat on the trapdoor; they

Dan and Jen Wessler spent the summer of 1947
at Scar Mountain Lookout near the headwaters
of the Santiam River east of Albany, where the
peaks of the surrounding Cascades floated in a
sea of fog, ‘a mysterious, unspoiled land.”
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shoved. He showered rocks on them; they
dodged and ignored them. He finally poured a
“yellowish liquid” on a prominent politician’s
determined wife. She reported this insult to the
authorities and no more yellowish liquid was
forthcoming.13

Nancy Hood admits that as much as she
loves her privacy, she is happy to have someone
to talk with occasionally. “Be prepared for a
gabby lookout,” she warns, “because we don't
see anyone to talk with except the Forest
Service for sometimes two to six weeks.” To
reach Hood’s L.ake Mountain Lookout,
northeast of Happy Camp in the Klamath
National Forest, one has to drive seventeen
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miles on a rocky dirt road up to 6,903 feet.
Arriving there without a flat tire is an
accomplishment. This lookout, built in 1911-
1912, is the oldest remaining manned lookout
in California. Hood has seen many changes
since she began her career in 1959. Today she
has a solar shower, butane gas for cooking,
solar power for radio and television, a cell
phone, and 300 gallons of water delivered to
her door once a month. Access by car allows
her to go home two days a week to replenish
food and drinking water.

Hood was hired just when hiring women
was becoming more readily accepted. Actually,
the first lookout in the nation was “manned” by
_ awoman named Mabel

Gray in 1902. Twice a
| day, Gray left her kitchen
| job in a timber camp in
| Idaho and walked to the
top of Bertha Hill to look
for smoke.1#

In 1912, Hallie
Daggett daringly applied
for a lookout position.
The ranger who
forwarded her application
| noted that she “was not
| afraid of anything that
| walks, creeps, or flies ...
and is a perfect lady.” She
was hired for $840 a year,
and thus began a fifteen-
year lookout career at
#® Eddy Gulch Lookout in
| Siskiyou County,
southwest of Etna near
Sawyer’s Bar.15

The first woman to
“man” a lookout in
Oregon was Shasta
Hoover. It was the early
1920s, and for several
| summers she never left
Bachelor Butte, the
9,065-foot high volcano
west of Bend, except to
get water a mile away.16

“I think women make
the best lookouts,” Hood
says. “We can sit and do things with our hands.
I read light books, play cards, do puzzles and
embroidery—things that allow me to look up
often and I can drop them quickly when I need
to. I was going to college when I first started
doing this, but I couldnt concentrate. Put me
in a room with no windows and I'd still be
looking up every few minutes.”

Lookouts in the early forties had more to

watch for than fires. With World War II

This classic early “crows nest” lookout reached by tree-
trunk ladder gave a panoramic view fo the courageous
fire spotter manning the Huckleberry Mountain
Lookout near Union Creek, circa 1915.
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Above, Dan Wessler raises Old Glory
on the flagpole at Scar Mountain
Lookout in the Willamette National
Forest in the summer of 1947. At
right, Wessler is loaded with a tub
and laundry for wash day.
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Above, a fire spotter sits with his Osborne Firefinder and single—wire
telephone at the Devils Peak Lookout overlooking the Seven Lakes
Basin in what is now Sky Lakes Wilderness, 1915.

At left, guy wires bolted fo
the rocks help keep this
cupola-style lookout from
being blown off the top of
Mount McLoughlin, also
called Mount Pitt
Lookout, in this 1917
photograph. At right,
another battered cupola-
style lookout, possibly atop
Mount McLoughlin,
shows the terrific toll
taken by wind and snow
at high elevations.
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enemies threatening our coasts, lookouts were required to watch for
and find Japanese incendiary balloons and to keep a log of the type,
course, and altitude of airplanes flying over their districts. In 1942, a
ranger from Gold Beach and the Bear Wallow Lookout were
dispatched to put out a fire. They discovered pieces of a metal casing
from a bomb and fifty pounds of metal fragments, including a tail
fin, that had been dropped from a Japanese airplane. For the next
thirty years, dozens of deadly Japanese balloon bombs were found in
the Northwest woods.1”

Jim Doerter, a retired Southern Oregon University professor, and
his wife, Martha, spent 1951 and 1952 as lookouts on Bedford
Point on the Mount Hood National Forest near Estacada. From
1957 to 1959, they were lookouts on Flat Top Mountain in
Washington's Gifford Pinchot National Forest near Trout Lake.
Doerter found that planes and balloon bombs weren't the only odd
objects flying around in our skies. It was 11:00 p.m., toward the end
of the summer of 1959; Doerter was tightening bolts on their
shutters. Looking toward Mount Hood, he saw an unusual light
coming toward them. “It slid right past the tower,” Doerter said. “It
was about 300 feet across. Really frightening!” This was the second
peculiar light the Doerters had witnessed. He began asking other
lookouts about their experiences, and eventually amassed reports of
more than eighty sitings. When Doerter shares his findings with
groups and asks for additional stories, the reaction is always the
same. “No hands are raised; no one has seen anything but, after
every meeting, several people approach
me, ask not to be identified, and then tell
me about the UFOs they've seen.”8

One veteran lookout’s experience was

perched on the railing of the catwalk at Dutchman Peak, voices
behind her made her jump. Most people drove up to the lookout
and she could see them coming, but these two men, one an avid
alpine hiker from Switzerland, the other his cousin living in the
Applegate, had left their car far below. The Swiss gentleman had
already taken a picture of Badley. After his return to Europe, he sent
her a copy along with an invitation to come to Switzerland. She
accepted. At his insistence, she extended her visit, and for a year and
a half lived and traveled throughout Europe. Eventually, she grew
tired of living out of suitcases and longed to be back on the lookout.
Sadly, by then, Badley had lost her position on Dutchman Peak to
another woman. It took sixteen years before she got the chance to
return to her favorite lookout. This lookout, built in 1927 and listed
on the National Historic Register, is the only working survivor of
the D-6 cupola cabin era. The D-6 cabin was the first U.S. Forest
Service standard; its prototype was placed on Mount Hood in 1915.
It is a twelve-by-twelve-foot frame house with windows all around,
and a smaller, glassed-in second story for the observatory.20

Another example of the D-6 cupola cabin may be found atop
Hershberger Mountain, just west of the Rabbit Ears and north of
Union Creek on the Rogue-Umpqua Divide. No longer an active
post, Hershberger Lookout, built in 1924, is undergoing renovation,
and is also listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Though the life of a lookout has become safer, more convenient,
and more comfortable with the amenities that technology has
brought, one thing has never been improved
upon: William B. Osborne’s 1934 firefinder,
capable of pinpointing a fire’s exact location
on a map. According to Kresek, it is “a

so real that she is not the least reluctant to
share her story. Mary Badley has been a
lookout on six different sites beginning in
1979, and is still manning Dutchman
Peak south of Ashland each summer. She
has received many merit awards for her
work as a lookout, though no special
recognition for bravery the night she felt
her tower vibrating. “It was bedtime,” she

Where once there were 8,000 lookouts
across the United States, now a little
more than 2,000 remain. Only 8§00
are in active service, and almost
every week one comes down. Many
fear that fire lookouts will soon
become obsolete.

precision instrument of remarkable accuracy
down to an azimuth of one-sixteenth of a
degree.”2! Moreover, it is fairly easy to
operate. Unfortunately, many of these
firefinders have been stolen through the years
as abandoned lookouts became targets for
vandals.

‘Where once there were 8,000 lookouts
across the United States, now only a little

says, “the sun was just setting. My cat more than 2,000 remain. Only 800 are in

sleeps on my bed every night, and shed e el [ewas]  feeewd
already settled in. Suddenly, I felt a strong

vibration on the Lake O’ Woods tower. I thought it must be the
wind. Then I saw a cigar-shaped shadow from the roof. My cat
looked at me with large eyes, darted off the bed and under the
bench, where she refused to come out until morning. Then it was
quiet. I scanned the horizon with binoculars and was suddenly
blinded by a huge strobe light to the southwest, just level with the
tower. Once my vision returned, I put the firefinder on the exact
location. My heart was racing, but I wasnt about to go out on the
catwalk to look around. I put my gun and camera under my pillow
and climbed in bed. I was so scared I knew I couldn’t sleep, yet the
next thing I knew the sun was in my eyes, it was 7:00 a.m., and I
felt like I was in a trance.

“I'm always awake by sunup, so this was unusual. But it was the
dream I'd had that was the most disturbing: I saw a flying object come
toward me and then strange looking creatures entered the lookout and
carried me off to their ship. I jumped out of bed, turned on my radio,
and the first thing I heard was that UFOs had been sighted from
the Oregon coast to the Great Lakes region.

“I had further affirmation when I pinpointed the location of the
strobe light to a friend. He drove to the spot and signaled with a
mirror for agreement. He found a large area of grass scorched in a
circle exactly where I'd seen the light.”??

Badley had a more pleasant surprise in 1981. While she sat

active service and almost every week another
one comes down.22 Many fear that fire
lookouts will soon become an obsolete method of fire detection as
air patrols and satellites take over. Everyone agrees that air patrols
spot fires in topographical crannies that lookouts cannot see, but
planes cannot be everywhere at once.

“People are more reliable than machines,” says Hood. “Theyd
need a plane coming by here every half hour to see what I see. How
many planes would they need crisscrossing each other to do this?
And it’s expensive. Their hourly pay is more than we make in a day.
The satellite is costly, too, and they still need lookouts to confirm
what it sees.”

In the 1980s, lookout devotees like Kresek began a movement to
rescue historic, fixed-station fire lookouts. The National Historic
Lookout Register was formally organized in 1987, and three years
later the Forest Fire Lookout Association was founded.23 Thus,
many individuals, organizations, and agencies are now involved in
the restoration and preservation of these structures.

Snow Camp Lookout, in southwest Oregon’s Coast Range, is an
example of these efforts. It lay idle from 1972 to 1990, before it was
renovated and reopened as a vacation rental. It was listed in the
National Historic Lookout Register in 1991 as one of the few
remaining lookouts in the Siskiyou National Forest. When David
Calahan, a professional firefighter for twenty years, and his wife,
artist Barbara Kostal, visited Snow Camp in 1993, they found a
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| journal with personal accounts written by 12. Maugham, Go 7ell I, p. 11.
| previous renters. “It was like a good novel, 13. Kresek, Fire Lookouts, p. 2.

14. Ibid., p. 69.
| difficult to put down .. - giving a real 15. Introduction to the I-Zone, p. 3.

| glimpse into people’s lives,” says Calahan in 16. Kresek, Fire Lookouts, p. 68.

| his book, Snow Camp Lookout.* They 17.Ibid., p. 53.

| returned, each time racing to read the latest 18~J§n andbMazf(t)}(‘)E Doerter, oral interview
enires. Knowmg others v_vould eng c.)y 19. M(a).:}ern];a:ﬁy, oral. interview October 2000.
| accounts of lookout vacations offering a 20. Kresek, Fire Lookouss, p. 11.

| thirty dollar-a-night room that has “no 21. Tbid, pp. 28-29.

| wake-up calls, loud neighbors, bad art, ice 22.Ibid., Forward, p. 6

: : . i 23. Keith A. Argow, “On the Lookout,” Lookout
vhachiing, maid sefyies of tnping, "they Networ, Vol. 11, No. 1, (Winter 2000), p. 2.

| decided to pUthh these entries.?s 24. David Calahan, Snow Camp Lookout,
A good source for information on the (Medford: In-Forms Publishing, 1996), p. IX.
: | dozens of lookouts now available for rental 25. David Calahan and Barbara Kostal, oral
is Tom Foley and Tish Steinfeld’s book interview November 2000.

26. Kresek, Fire Lookouts, Preface, p. 7.

| How fo Rent a Lookout in the Northwest

| (Berkeley, Calif: Wilderness Press, 1996).
For lookout enthusiasts who would like to
d sce a large assemblage of early fire detection
{ equipment and completely restored and
furnished lookout towers, pay a visit to the
Flre Lookout Museum seven miles north of
Spokane, Washington. Perhaps in the midst
of such relics you will vicariously enjoy the

=l life Kresek did as a lookout. “Tt was a great
]er,” he says. “You woke up in the morning

1 to the finest views of all. You breathed the

*] freshest air in the world. You ate and did the
chores when the spirit moved you. You had a
~4 whole mountain to call your own. And the

Ld government even paid you to be there.”26 &
¢

Nancy Bringhurst writes lyrics, poetry, and
children’s books from her mountain home near
4 Ashland.
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HAT ABOUT THE QUILT YOU
own? Perhaps this story jogs
your memory about the quilt

that grandma made and you put away in
the spare bedroom closet. You would like to
take it out and look at it or show it to the
kids during the holidays. But getting the
quilt out seems like too much work, and
you are worried about what you might find
and what to do if there is a problem. Here
are a few steps that will get you started in
preserving your quilt.
1 Do you know who made the

STEP L quilt and when? Is the history
written down somewhere? Did you get any
family history or photographs with the
quilt? Do you need to contact family
members and do further research, interview
the maker and take her photograph? A safe
deposit box would be an ideal location to
keep the written information, separate from
the quilt. Take a good photograph of the
quilt to keep with the documents to clearly
identify it, especially if you have more than
one quilt.

2Lay the entire quilt out on a bed

STEP £y and study it for condition of the
fabrics. How do they feel and what are the
colors? You want to do a good visual check
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SOUTHERN BBRR HISTORICAL
OREGON gggg SOCIETY

106 N. Central Ave.
Medford, Oregon 97501-5926

ANN HASELTINE HILL RUSSELL carefully cut up and saved pieces of silk and velvet from worn-out dresses, suits, and coat
linings for a quilt she someday hoped to make. When she got word that a special guest was coming to Ashland for a visit from
England, Ann, whose pioneer parents Elizabeth and Isaac Hill had settled in the Rogue Valley in 1853, decided it was time to

finish her quilt. After she sewed the fabrics together, she used bright embroidery thread to outline the fabric shapes and embellish
the quilt with silk and metallic leaf patterns. Finally, she embroidered the date 1892 in one corner. The quilt was put away
and rarely used after the visit from the English guest.! One day, the great-grandson of the maker decided it was time to donate
the quilt (shown here) to the Southern Oregon Historical Society for safekeeping.

or record the information so that whenever
you get the quilt out you will recognize
changes that could signal deterioration or
damage. Consult with a professional
conservator if a problem appears.

3 The quilt may have a musty

STEP ) smell and it may also seem

yellowed, so you would like to just toss it in
the washer and make it all better. Resist the
temptation: Do not clean the quilt if you
can't risk losing it. Hand washing, machine
washing or even dry cleaning could destroy
the fragile fabrics. Remove surface dirt by
placing a fiberglass window screen that has
been edged with a cotton binding on the
quilt. With a low-suction vacuum go over
the quilt in a back and forth motion, 1/8
inch above the screening with the nozzle.
The screen will prevent loose fabric from
being sucked into the vacuum and allow
dirt to pull through.

4 Oh it is beautiful! You are so

STEP “T happy you took the time to look

it over. You hate the thought of storing it
away again, but be cautious about how you
display the quilt. Keep it away from direct
sunlight, fluorescent lights, food, and pets.
One display method might be to gently fold
the quilt, cushioning each fold and draping

it over a rack covered with a piece of acid-
free tissue. Another would be to display the

quilt on an unused bed for a few months.

After display, remember to
STEP ) vacuum the quilt for surface dust
as above. Fold the quilt with a white cotton
or unbleached muslin sheet or with acid-
free tissue, cushioning the folds and
protecting the quilt from acidic storage
locations such as wood shelves, trunks, or
cardboard boxes. Place the quilt in an
environment that is protected from
extremes of temperature and humidity, not
in the basement, attic, or garage.
6 Get that quilt out again in a year
STEP ) and check over the condition.
Keep in mind these are general
guidelines for the preservation of a quilt in
sound condition. No two quilts are alike in
pattern, fabric, or care. Use good judgment
in caring for your quilt. &

Janette C. Merriman is the owner of JGM
Museum Services, dedicated to the preservation
of historical heirlooms.

ENDNOTE

1. Accession record, Southern Oregon Historical
Society, 992.63.1.
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