











Early in the twentieth century, the nationwide City Beautiful
Movement and the developing American tradition of urban
landscape architecture shared the then-novel perspective that trees
and green space should be incorporated into cities and towns.3
Inspired by the City Beautiful Movement, in 1908 the Ashland
Women’s Civic Improvement Club convinced Ashland’s citizens
to begin setting aside most of what is now Lithia Park. Initial
landscaping efforts concentrated on the lower portions of the city
park land.

Plantings consisted of native trees such as big-leaf maples and
introduced trees of proven adaptability such as catalpas and black
locusts. A departure from the use of plants of tough constitution
was the early planting of rhododendrons near the constructed
pond at the front of the park.

In the nineteenth century, rhododendrons and a host of other
species had become available in the horticultural trade as the result
of European and American exploration. The portion of the world
having the greatest abundance of ornamental plants

throughout America, including Golden Gate Park.

John McLaren, superintendent of Golden Gate Park, was
invited to design a portion of Lithia Park upstream from the
Chautauqua Park.# In 1915, McLaren presented a master plan for
the development of Lithia Park to the parks commissioners. The
plan used the design criteria that molded Golden Gate Park and
incorporated many of its features, including a curving roadway
with parallel pedestrian pathways. Specific matches between the
early Golden Gate Park and the Lithia Park landscape plan
include a children’s playground, a Japanese garden, a music
concourse, a donkey trail, a constructed lake, an artificial waterfall,
picnic grounds, a gardener’s cottage, a park nursery, an aviary, a
rose garden, a rustic log structure, a hitching yard, and a restaurant.>

An early view down-canyon along upper Granite Street, ca. 1916. The
Duck Pond is right of center. Notice the open landscape of recently
planted Lithia Park extending toward the Plaza.

amenable to temperate climates was East Asia. New and
exotic species and varieties were initially incorporated
into European landscapes and then into American parks
and gardens where their presence became synonymous
with an evolving ornamental landscaping tradition. This
tradition, first in its vernacular form, and then via a more
formal architectural design, organized the landscape into
the basic configuration that contributes to Lithia Park’s
beauty and continuity today.

For a small-town park, Lithia Park has a surprisingly
sophisticated lineage, extending to Golden Gate Park in
San Francisco and back to Central Park in New York
City. Central Park was designed by Frederick Law
Olmsted and Calvert Vaux. While traveling in England,
Olmsted, sometimes known as America’s first landscape
architect, had been particularly impressed by a relaxed
style of gardening then in fashion. This style imitated
the sinuous, curvilinear forms of nature rather than
imposing geometric patterning upon the land. This
“English Style” of landscape design was used as an
organizing principle for Central Park. Central Park
became the template for many parks and arboreta
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Hereh how the Lower Duck Pond lookedin 1910 with the
newly planted trees and shrubs. This area was relandscaped
by Chet Corry in the 1960s.

SOHS #6978

The Atkzman Brzdge has 'wztbstaad many ﬂaods Flood-
adapted alder trees are shown growing in the vicinity of what
is now the Children’s Playground and wading area.

SOHS #6992

Tbe creekside rock fwalb demonstrate an ear{y attempt fo se])arate
the flood-prone creek from the landscaped portion of the park.

SOHS #5428

T/.Je same sectzon ofAsbland Creek scours tbe park durmg tl)e B

1974 flood. \
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Golden Gate Park was developed on a largely treeless tract of land,

- and McLaren’s plan for Lithia Park emphasized the development of

- portions of the landscape that were largely treeless as well. Land not

- used for structures was designed to be heavily planted with trees in

- order to achieve a woodland effect. Records indicate that a wide variety

of trees, including Port Orford cedars, catalpas, Japanese maples,

. sycamores, and birches were to be planted in the new park.6 These were

to be sited informally, to give the effect of natural woodland that would

. coordinate with the riparian woodland along the creek.

' While most of Lithia Park emulates the informal, naturalistic

. landscapes prominent within the Olmsted tradition and based upon the

. English woodland garden, a portion of the park recalls another style

- rooted in a more formal approach to landscaping. The two groves of

| sycamore trees in Lithia Park, arranged in a grid pattern, sometimes

puzzle park visitors, since their regular placement is a radical departure

from the naturalistic ambience of the rest of the park. The use of
sycamores in formal urban park design can be traced to Paris, where the

- French landscape designer Andre Le Notre used regular rows of trees in

. a royal garden called the Tuileries. Consciously or unconsciously, Le

| Notre duplicated the effects of aisles flanked by pillars in medieval

- cathedrals, but with a focus upon a secular building instead of an altar.
This formal arrangement was subsequently used in many large, formal

- French gardens and parks, including Versailles, designed by Le Notre.

A regular arrangement of trees was practiced within the Olmsted

' tradition when the focus was to be upon an architectural element, and

' both sycamore groves were originally focused upon structures. The

' larger grove on the slope between Granite Street and Winburn Way

was to be a music concourse focused upon a band shell. Perhaps the

Model Ts motoring noisily along Winburn Way persuaded park

| officials to move the band shell to its present location, which was to

' have been a restaurant with a formal sycamore-lined approach. Today,

- these rows of trees, offset from their intended focus on a structure, cast
dappled shade on those walking toward the open, sloped lawn to attend
City Band concerts and other events. When the band shell was moved

| to its present location, the larger sycamore grove, above Winburn Way,

| lost its focus and the trees were left standing as an incongruous formal
element in a largely naturalistic landscape. Nevertheless, this grove

- comprises one of the most significant and beautiful features of the park,

- providing an airy, green canopy for weddings, picnics, Easter egg hunts,

. study, naps, and games.

. McLaren’s plan specified features intended to encourage Ashland’s

development as a mineral springs resort. These included mineral

spring water fountains, a sanitarium, and a pool. For a variety of
reasons, the resort concept never materialized. Consequently, a number
of the springs-oriented facilities were never built.

One aspect of the McLaren plan for Lithia Park that differs from

- many Olmsted-style designs is that relatively little space is allocated

| for lawn areas. Space not set aside for structures or functions was to

' be intensively planted with trees. One of McLaren’s mottoes, “Trees

- and more trees,” certainly applies to his treatment of Lithia Park.

. Some of the present lawn areas result from openings in the tree

| canopy where springs-oriented structures such as the sanitarium or

. the pool were not developed.

Many of the plants introduced into the park during the early years
were noted for their toughness. Once established, they survived and

' even flourished with minimal attention. Trees in this category include

- black locust, catalpa, black walnut, ailanthus, Norway maple, and

. European buckeye. In addition to trees specified in the McLaren plan,

| park officials took advantage of native species growing close to the

park. These could be transplanted with some effort but no expenditure
of scarce funds. Native big-leaf maples were combined with

| introduced catalpas to line the entrance to Lithia Park, while native

- Douglas firs and incense cedars were mixed with introduced Norway

. spruces, Port Orford cedars and Colorado blue spruces through the

- park’s middle section.
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Left, a magnolia blooms in front of a mature
incense cedar in the Japanese-style garden.
Below, mature sycamore trees frame the last
vestiges of Lithia Park architecture inspired by
the mineral springs resort concept.
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Above, at the Upper Duck Pond, brilliant
Jfoliage accentuates Southern Oregon’s autumn.
Right, a Japanese flowering crabapple planted
by Chet Corry graces one of the shrinking lawn
spaces in the lower portion of the park.
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Nearly all of the tree species planted during the early years were
fast growing and of potentially large stature. As the woodland
canopy expanded, the character of the park began to change:
shadows grew longer and the park became an oasis of coolness on
a hot summer day. The changing microclimate favored certain
groups of plants while selecting against others. The rose garden,
shaded by conifers, had to be moved from its original location.
Shade-adapted invasive species such as ivy and periwinkle
infiltrated both landscaped and undeveloped sections of the park.
Ponderosa pine seedlings failed to germinate or grow in filtered
light, while plants that thrived in little light became increasingly
easy to grow.

Many areas that had, in the early days of the park, been
exposed to relentless summer heat were now shaded...

Microclimate diversity offered the skillful gardener many
opportunities to situate plants in optimum locations. And in 1935,
the Parks Commission hired talented gardener Chester “Chet”
Corry, who became parks superintendent in 1937.7 It’s hard to
imagine a better choice. With a degree in landscape architecture,
Corry had been trained in the philosophy and methods of that
newly emerging discipline. In assuming responsibility for Lithia
Park, he conserved the Olmsted tradition while expanding the
landscaped acreage.

Corry, recognizing the English roots of Lithia Park,
incorporated many of the foundation plants of that tradition,
especially rhododendrons. The changing environment aided him.
Many areas that had, in the early days of the park, been exposed to
relentless summer heat were now shaded and cool during the hot
season. Sometimes rhododendron plantings failed, not from lack
of care or an inadequate environment, but because they were at
the time rare and attractive landscape plants. Corry noticed that
some carefully placed and planted specimens would be removed at
night by rhododendron bandits.

Corry especially liked an old-fashioned, fragrant-flowered group
of rhododendrons known as Loderi hybrids. In establishing these
plants he provided another parallel between Lithia Park and
Golden Gate Park. Loderi rhododendrons of tree-sized proportions
are featured at the McLaren Rhododendron
Dell in San Francisco.

Corry planted many of the mature trees
that now grace the landscaped sections of
Lithia Park. He particularly favored blue
spruce, European birch, red oak, pin oak,
and Japanese maple. The combination of

Chet Corry served as Ashland parks

rhododendrons.
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superintendent from 1937 to 1969; he’s
responsible for planting many of the parks

native species with some of the most distinctive trees from around
the world provides Lithia Park with a richly textured landscape
that accentuates Southern Oregon’s seasonal changes. By the time
Corry retired in 1968, most of the overstory planting in Lithia
Park had been accomplished. Ironically, many of the trees favored
by John McLaren or Chet Corry would now find Lithia Park too
shaded for their requirements. The park, which had originated as a
largely open landscape, had become the park we recognize and
respond to today, a landscape characterized by a nearly continuous
canopy of trees.

As we walk through Lithia Park, we see more than trees. We see
a carefully crafted paradise where nature and culture met and
melded into a living landscape that continues to evolve. &

Donn L. Todt has served as the horticulturist for the Ashland Parks
Department since 1980.

ENDNOTES
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6. Document on file with Ashland Parks and Recreation Department.

7. O'Harra, Lithia Park, p. 23.

John McLaren, superintendent of Golden Gate Park in San
Francisco, drew up a master plan for Lithia Park in 1915.
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Honorary Lifetime

M. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong,
Medford

Francis and Mary Cheney,
Ben B. Cheney Foundation,
Tacoma, WA

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mirs. Robert Heffernan,
Medford

Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy
Mirs. Edna Knox, Medford
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett,
Ashland

Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland

Lifetime

Patricia Ingram Cook, Medford
Robert J. DeArmond, Central Point
M. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford
M. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Medford
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford
Robert L. Lewis, Jacksonville

Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz,
Los Angeles, CA

Alice Mullaly, Central Point
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City
Davis Young, Medford

New Members

DIRECTOR
John R.H. Holmes, Bellevue, WA

CURATOR
M. and Mrs. Steve Hess, Medford

State Historic Preservation Office,
Salem

BUSINESS
City of Shady Cove, Shady Cove
TRI-County Landscape Co., Medford

PATRON

Creighton Cramer, Medford
Kathleen Crawford, Jacksonville
Norma N. Garrison, Medford
Tom and Mary Glatte, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Kreisman, Ashland
Neil Sechan and Matt Messner, Ashland

PIONEER/FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hauck, Ashland
Verna Stickland, Medford

FAMILY
Nancy Bachmann, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Basura, Sr., Grants Pass

M. and Mrs. Ryan Beckley, Medford

Pauline Black and Edwin Johnson,
Ashland

M. and Mrs. David Britt, Danwille, CA

Gary Brookins Family, Eagle Point

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Brown,
Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cox, Eagle Point

M. John Dennehy and Dr. Anne
Dennehy, Medford

Bruce Dicoskey, Ashland
M. and Mrs. John Ellis, Jacksonville

M. and Mirs. Todd Gschwend, Medford

Sherill J. Johnson, Medford

Philip C. Lang and Ruth M. Miller,
Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne MacKenzie,
Eagle Point

Laura Mann, Ashland

Janet Mantheakis, Jacksonville

M. and Mrs. W. B. Myers, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Nitsos, Ashland
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Peel, Medford
Anne Penman, Klamath Falls

Mr. and Mrs. Les Robertson, Medford

PIONEER/FRIEND

Mr. and Mrs. John Caster, McMinnwville

M. and Mrs. John Newell, Newberg
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sickels, Medford
M.D. Talent, Medford

Jim Widmer, Medford

Shirley M. Yost, Talent

FRIEND

Jean Atalla, Medford

Ruth Atkinson, Shady Cove

M. and Mrs. Ted Ballard, Gold Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Berger,
Eagle Point

Shirley W. Blaul, Jacksonville
Harriett D. Blue, Medford
Ann Brophy, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Bruce, Eagle Point

Cindy Coash, Talent

Kathryn Dieter, Medford
Larry Diltz, Medford

Claudia Everett, Ashland
Dennis M. Feeley, Rogue River
Kathleen Garton, Sunriver
LeRoy C. Glover, Medford
Christine Hald Kovach, Clackamas
Bev Hugdahl, Medford

Mark James, Scappoose

Roger P. King, Eagle Point

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Kosmatka,
Central Point

Peter Lastiwka, Medford
Denna Manning, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Claude McConnell,
Grants Pass

Mr. and Mrs. Rodman E. Miller,
Medford

Norman Mills, Eagle Point

Jane Nelson, Ashland

Linda Nichols, Medford

Robert E. Ott, Grants Pass

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Oxley, Ashland
Sandra and Viola Porras, Medford
Anna Pugh, Medford

Lynn Putnam, Medford

Marvin and Fran Reed, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Rogers, Medford

M. and Mrs. Thomas Saydah, Ashland

Sally Shockley, Tulent

Barnard E.Smith, Grants Pass

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Steffani, Ashland
Myrna Wagler, Central Point

G. Greeley Wells, Jr., Jacksonville

Jonnie Zheutlin, Ashland
Louise Zwan, Medford

Renewing Members

PIONEER/CURATOR

M. and Mrs. Jerry McGrew,
Jacksonville

CURATOR

*Mr. and Mrs. E.L. Chamberlain,
Jacksonville

Mzr. and Mrs. Reeve Hennion,
Jacksonville

PIONEER/PATRON

Mr and Mrs. R.A. Herndobler, Ashland
Jeraldyn Jerome, Medford

Susan and Monte Penwell, Medford

PATRON

Mzr. and Mrs. Lee Brennan, Jacksonville
Bill M. Dickey, Portland

Yvonne Earnest, Medford

*Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fasel, Medford
*Katie Gomez, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. John Purcell, Ashland
M. and Mrs. Stanley L. Stark, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. Darrell Weinman,
Central Point

PIONEER/FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Sears, Medford
Candy Snider, Rogue River

Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Walker, Keizer

FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Champagne, Ashland
Mr. and Mirs. Bill Chesney, Jacksonville
M. and Mrs. David Close, Medford
*Kristine DeMaria, Jacksonville

M. and Mrs. Stuart Foster, Medford
*Mr. and Mrs. Philip Gates, Tulent

Mr. and Mrs. Warren L. Hagen,
Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph H. Hunkins,
Talent

Dr. and Mrs. Robert G. Kaufman,
Medford

*Mr. and Mrs. Anthony L. Kirk,
Medford

The Rick Minear Family, Medford

*Helene Salade Ogle, Medford

Jill and Tim Price, Medford

M. and Mrs. William G. Purdy,
Medford

M. and Mrs. Steven Swartsley,
Medford

PIONEER/FRIEND

Doris B. Boothby, Shady Cove
Willard Bowdoin, Grants Pass

Ora F. Boyd, Springfield

Lawrence R. Fick, Forest Grove

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Hamilton, Jr., Bend
Glenn Harrison, Albany

Alice B. Hatch, Rogue River
Christopher Herndobler, Richaland, WA
Susanne Krieg, Ashland

Bertha Mobley, Tigard

Virginia Moore, Eugene

Fr. Gregory Moys, Grants Pass

Viola Purrier, Rogue River

LaVelle Ricks, Central Point

Mike and Matilda Stepovich,
Central Point
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FRIEND
Linda Basgen, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Bennett,

Hermiston
Dana H. Collins, Medford
Bernice Curler, Central Point
L. Dean DeVore, Medford
Bill Dugan, Medford
Justine Emmens, Medford
Claudia M. Gillispie, Renton, WA
Yvonne Kitchen, Zalent
Elsie V. Lacey, Central Point
Robert Lindberg, Grants Pass
Susan Milburn, Talent
Richard Passini, Medford
Ruth B. Preston, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl L. Proett, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Don Reep, Rogue River
M. and Mrs. Frank H. Richard, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Roduner,
Klamath Falls

Fernando F. Serrano, Jacksonville
Gordon Solie, Portland

Kermit Stevens, Medford
Christine Stole, Medford

Anna Treacy, Medford

Leitha Trefren, Medford

Carol White, Central Point

*Indicates upgraded membership category or
monetary contribution in addition to
membership dues for Society programs.

Donors

IN-KIND
Deli Down

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Creighton Cramer
M. and Mrs. B. E. Elerath, Philip

Morris Companies, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Watson
Steve Wilkins, Darigold
Gladys Williams

GENERAL COLLECTION
William Alley

Fred M. Brown

Marjorie Edens

Michael F. Hanley IV

Peggyann Hutchinson

Mark Merriman

Alice Mullaly

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS
Elizabeth Corethers

William Emerson

Barbara P. Johnson

Art McKee

Emmy Lou Merriman

Southern Oregon
Historical Society
Foundation

ENDOWMENT FUND

Yvonne Earnest

Fr. Gregory Moys
CIRCLES OF GIVING

Yvonne Earnest
Dorann Gunderson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Stevens
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"\ into our cultural vocabulary, Mary Vining literally filled this
..role for her eight fatherless children. To support them, she
became an early female entrepreneur in Ashland. But she never
would have thought
of it that way. To her,
it was simply

A CENTURY BEFORE THE PHRASE “SINGLE PARENT” CREPT
poa

Mary Henrietta
Hoffman was born in
Attica, Indiana, on
June 26, 1837. The
eldest of six
daughters, she was
fifteen when her
parents, William and
Caroline, decided to
relocate to Oregon in
1853—partly to cure
Caroline’s asthma, and

SOHS #1040

Early Jackson County pioneer Mary
Hoffman Vining survived tragedy and
economic hardship to raise a large family
and live a long, productive life.

also so that William, a pious lay preacher, could
establish a new church on the frontier.

The family settled near Phoenix, but was forced to take cover at a
neighbor’s fortified home when open warfare broke out between
the Rogue Indians and local settlers. Family history includes
speculation that Mary may have met Jacksonville farmer George
Vining during one of these Indian alarms. In 1854, near Talent,
Mary put her private school education to use by opening a one-
room school in a rough cabin. Soon the school had forty pupils in

SOHS #7983

)
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the first through fifth grades. She was the first teacher in the first
school in Southern Oregon.

On December 31, 1855, Mary gave up teaching to marry
George Vining. They soon moved to Kerbyville, a raw mining
camp in Josephine County, where George built a store and a hotel.
Mary was in charge of the hotel and kitchen. Children Kate,

She was the first teacher in the first school in
Southern Oregon.

Millie, and Frank were born two years apart, from 1858 to 1862
respectively. In 1864, they moved to Albany, where son William
was born and George dabbled briefly in Oregon politics. Then
the family moved to Franklin, Washington Territory. Sons Ralph,
Robert, and Irving were born in 1868, 1873, and 1874,
respectively. Mary gave birth to another daughter, Emma, date
and place unknown.

In 1875, Mary became a single parent when George’s fog-
bound ship collided with another one off Cape Flattery on the
Washington coast, drowning everyone aboard. Mary, only thirty-
eight and penniless, had to support herself and eight children,

y ages one through seventeen. She
Jacksonille farmer George  }oge to return to Southern Oregon,
Vining may have met Mary purchasing a small Ashland hotel in
Hoffiman while forted up

/ Z : 1877, and operating it as a
during the Indian wars in boardinghouse.1
1853.

it By 1914, Mary’s youngest son,
Irving, a professor, had opened the
Vining Theater at the corner of Pioneer and East Main in
Ashland.2 Much admired, Mary was Southern Oregon’s oldest
living pioneer woman when she died at the age of ninety-four on
January 12, 1933.3 She is buried in the Ashland Cemetery. &

Louise Watson is a Medford writer and editor.

ENDNOTES

1. Otis and Marjorie Perry, Our Vining Family, (privately published, San Jose,
Calif.,, 1993) pp. 73-79.

2. Southern Oregon Pioneer Resolutions, Vol. 4, Southern Oregon Historical
Society Library.

3. Perry, “Our Vining Family,” p. 79.
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