











HE JUDGE AND A FOREST RESERVE

With efforts to establish a national park around Crater Lake
effectively stymied by 1889, Steel began looking for other ways to
gain the protection he sought for this area. An acquaintance of
his, Judge John B. Waldo, advised Steel as early as 1885 that he
ought to petition for reservation of the entire Cascade Range in
Oregon. Although Steel opted for only ten townships around
Crater Lake at first, he remained open to a more ambitious
reservation once a national movement to retain federal ownership
of forest lands gained momentum in the late 1880s.5

A member of an Oregon pioneer family that settled east of
Salem in 1843, Waldo served as chief justice of the state Supreme
Court from 1884 to 1886, and won one term as state
representative in 1888. He loved the mountains, avidly read
Thoreau, and spent much of each summer in the wildest and most
remote parts of the Cascades. During the summer of 1888, for
example, Waldo and his companions made the first recorded
journey along the crest between Mount Jefferson and Mount
Shasta. They made the trip because Waldo intended to have the
legislature ask Congress for a huge “public reserve or park.” It was
to encompass twelve miles on each side of the Cascade Divide and
run along the entire length of the range in Oregon. Settlement and
logging would be prohibited and other uses regulated so that water
supplies, game, and recreation could be perpetuated for all time.6

This memorial of 1889 met defeat in the state Senate, so it
never left Salem. Congress did, however, pass legislation in 1891
allowing the president to proclaim “forest reserves” from any land
still in the public domain that had trees or was covered with
undergrowth. The Oregon Alpine Club, headed by Steel, now
became the leading proponent of establishing forest reserves in
Oregon. Their first success came in 1892, when the Bull Run
Forest Reserve was created to protect Portland’s water supply. It
took another year before President Cleveland acted to establish
the nation’s largest reserve.

The Cascade Range Forest Reserve came into being (along with
a much smaller reserve near Ashland) on September 28, 1893, and
encompassed 4.5 million acres that later formed the basis for
several national forests. Within its boundaries was the earlier
Crater Lake reservation made during Cleveland’s first term in office.”

Steel saw the new reserve as a way to buy time for his national
park proposal, in that the proclamation was more permanent than
the 1886 withdrawal of ten townships. Congress, however, still
had not appropriated any funds nor provided direction in the
management of forest reserves. Unregulated sheep grazing on the
reserves represented an immediate threat in the eyes of many
forestry advocates. They saw the animals as responsible for

During a visit herders burned large areas to improve forage,
to the park in impairing visibility for months at a time and
1931, former Park  contributing to the loss of prime timber.

Superintendent When the Secretary of the Interior issued an

William Steel, right, order prohibiting grazing on the reserve in

examines the lake- 1894, the sheep owners attempted to fight
sounding device back through the Oregon delegation in
used in 1886. Congress. The delegation led an effort to

severely reduce the Cascade Range reserve
while some sheepmen openly defied the
secretary’s order.

Things came to a head in 1896, when Steel spent most of six
months in Washington, D.C., orchestrating a lobbying campaign
in defense of the reserve. After some close calls, the reserve
emerged intact, so Steel returned to Oregon in June with the
intention of leading a trip to promote interest in Crater Lake. He
wanted to bring the Mazamas, a Portland-based mountain
climbing group Steel started in 1894, to Southern Oregon for an
ascent of Mount McLoughlin and some extended camping at
what later became known as Rim Village. In early August a
deputy U.S. marshal was sent to Crater Lake to arrest
sheepherders who had brought some 2,000 sheep into the area.
This resulted in four sheep owners having to appear in federal
court, where charges were dropped in view of the judge’s warning
to keep sheep away from Crater Lake thereafter.8

The Mazamas gathering that August was important in several
ways. Fay Fuller, as one of the Mazamas, had the honor of
christening the ancient volcano whose remnant caldera held
Crater Lake. The mountain that the Klamath Indians called g7
was, Fuller named after the climbing club—which in turn had
taken its name from the Spanish word for mountain goat.
Secondly, Steel had prevailed upon several government scientists

denuding forest cover and thereby degrading the forests’
capacity to store water for agriculture and municipal use. Many

Crater Lake. At right, ropes and muscle had to be used to
slide a boat down the steep slope to the lake in 1903.
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to conduct various studies of the proposed park area. The
investigators presented their findings to the campers throughout
the week (the first formal interpretation at Crater Lake) and
subsequently published research papers in the annual journal of
the Mazamas. This volume served not only as a record of the trip,
but was also intended as the first guidebook for visitors to Crater Lake.

Steel had to cut short his time with the club members because
he had to meet a special forest commission arriving by train in
Medford and deliver the members to Crater Lake. The
controversy over federal forests had by now prompted Cleveland
to appoint a body to make recommendations about the number of
reserves and their future management. Steel naturally thought it
critical to discuss the fate of both the Cascade Range reserve and
Crater Lake with the commission. He walked from Rim Village to
the train depot in less than three days, and arranged for wagons to
transport the commissioners back to Rim Village. The weather
had turned wet and misty by the time they arrived at the rim, but
Steel convinced commission members John Muir and a young
forester named Gifford Pinchot to join him in camping at the lake
shore for one night hoping to reach Wizard Island the next day.
Rain and rough water canceled the boat trip, though Steel
appeared to have succeeded in obtaining the commission’s support
for retaining the forest reserve and establishing a national park at
Crater Lake.?

The commission’s final report recommended retaining existing
forest reserves and adding some new ones, but remained silent on
the issue of national park status for Crater Lake. In June of 1897,
Congress passed legislation giving a degree of permanence to the
reserves and provided funds for their management. They provided
a somewhat utilitarian direction, allowing the location of mineral
claims and authorizing uses such as logging and grazing at the
interior secretary’s discretion. The Secretary drew up regulations to
implement the legislation, and included a provision banning sheep
from the area near Crater Lake. This conveyed some of the
protection Steel desired, but he worried about a clause in the new
law allowing the president to reduce, modify, or eliminate forest
reserves at any time.

NATIONAL PARK IN THE STATE OF OREGON

Once Congress began appropriating money for managing the
forest reserves in 1898, staff hired by the General Land Office
(the Bureau of Land Management's forerunner) could patrol
them. Trespass grazing consequently ceased in the area around

Crater Lake, but the few forest reserve rangers hired for that
summer had several competing demands on their time. Their
priorities also included preventing wildfires (a stand replacement
fire that started north of Fort Klamath grew to 18,000 acres in
September 1898 and gave Grayback Ridge its name) and locating
the reserve’s actual boundaries on the ground.

Mapping efforts in the vicinity of Crater Lake ran ahead of
other areas in the forest reserve, mainly due to the U.S. Geological
Survey having begun work during the Cleetwood Expedition of
1886. Geologist Joseph Diller can be credited with taking the
Crater Lake topographic sheet to publication in 1898 because it
helped to illustrate his study of how volcanic forces shaped the
area around Mount Mazama. Among the things Diller discovered
in compiling the map was that the ten townships reserved in 1886
did not extend far enough east to encompass all of Crater Lake.
He and others agreed that the boundaries needed reworking, so
subsequent bills aimed at establishing a national park were
redrafted to reflect the dimensions of the USGS Crater Lake map.
On it were features Diller thought directly related to Mount
Mazama's climactic eruption and the geological story of Crater
Lake. He deleted Diamond Lake and Mount Thielsen in favor of
including all of Mount Scott, then went far enough south to
encompass such features as Union Peak, the Pinnacles, and most
of Annie Creek Canyon.10

Thomas Tongue, a congressman from Astoria, introduced a new
bill containing the reworked boundaries in January 1898.
Supporters took heart when the House Committee on Public
Lands issued a favorable report on the proposed legislation. The
report, titled “National Park in the State of Oregon,” consisted of
testimonials by former Congressman Hermann (at that time chief
of the General Land Office), as well as Diller and the other
scientists who had assembled at Crater Lake in 1896. The bill
went no further, however, because of opposition from some key
congressmen who still saw national parks in places such as Crater
Lake as a continual drain on the Treasury, with little hope for any
real return on the government's investment. Enactment of
legislation establishing Mount Rainier National Park on March 2,
1899, did not presage action on the Crater Lake measure. Tongue
introduced another bill in the House, identical to the previous one
in December 1899. Tongue’s bill and another introduced in the
Senate by the Oregon delegation three months later, again went
nowhere.11

Only when Theodore Roosevelt arrived in the White House in
1901 did the stars start to align. That December, Tongue

Wizard Island looms in this 1910 Park Service lantern slide. Steel named the island on his first visit to the lake in 1885. Steel also planted the first fish in
Crater Lake in 1888, and served as the park’s second superintendent from 1913-1916. He died in Medford in 1934, and was buried in Siskiyou
Memorial Park wearing his Park Service uniform.




introduced House Resolution 4393, worded identically to the bill
he brought to the House almost four years earlier. The same report
from the Department of the Interior accompanied it as in the
previous three tries, but this time Steel acted on Tongue's advice to
work up a petition and secure additional testimonials on Crater
Lake. Steel collected 4,000 signatures on the petition by March and
solicited endorsements from prominent figures, both in and out of

government. As might be expected, the replies he received from
John Muir and Gifford Pinchot differed, since their views about the

use of the forest reserves had openly diverged over sheep grazing in £
1897. (Pinchot believed in carefully regulated grazing, while Muir s
opposed it under all circumstances.) Oddly enough, Muir was e
noncommittal about Crater Lake's suitability as a national park. P

Pinchot, by contrast, expressed great enthusiasm to Steel. He also
became a critical ally for the bill in his role as the new president's |
leading advisor on conservation and public lands. |

Pinchot went to Roosevelt about the Crater Lake bill, and the |
president had a word with the House speaker, who objected to E
letting the bill out of committee for debate on the house floor. This
kept the bill alive to be debated, but Tongue still had to negotiate
with congressmen who could block any further progress. The
House passed it on April 19, but with an amendment that allowed
the location and working of mining claims. Three of the bill's six
sections were deleted, though none of these (appointment of deputy
marshals, payment of court costs, and authorization to deploy
troops) constituted crucial sticking points. The House version was
referred to the Senate committee on April 21, and its members _
reported favorably on it later that month. Passage of HR 4393 by ¢
the Senate came May 9, without debate or amendments. It became ;
law on May 22, 1902, when Roosevelt signed the bill.12 -

Steel wrote to the president the day after Senate passage in order
to obtain the pen Roosevelt later used in signing the bill. Pinchot,
Diller, and Tongue also received letters from Steel expressing his
gratitude for their part in the long campaign to establish Crater
Lake as a national park. Almost a century later it stands alone in
Oregon, even though national park proposals involving at least ten
other areas within the state have been made at one time or another.
Those efforts have so far failed for a variety of reasons, with
perhaps the most important one being timing—though the story of
how Crater Lake National Park came to be also includes no small
amount of perseverance and good fortune. &

Steve Mark s the park historian for Crater Lake National Park and Oregon
Cawves National Monument.
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by Bill Alley

Martin Jensen gained fame
coming in second in a 1927 race
from Oakland, California, to
Honolulu, Hawaii, in his

monaplane the Aloha.

fascinated with aviation. Rarely a day went by

without some new record, stunt or other
aeronautical achievement appearing on the front pages of
the nation's newspapers. Whenever a celebrity pilot and his
ship made a public appearance, a large crowd was almost
guaranteed.

On July 11, 1928, a brightly colored monoplane, bearing
the name Aloha, touched down at Medford's Newell Barber
Field. On hand was a large crowd of aviation enthusiasts
including the COPCO Current Events cameraman. The
pilot, Martin Jensen, and his wife received a warm welcome,
and the well-known aviator was invited to address the
COPCO Forum at the Medford Hotel. Because of the
great interest, members of the public were invited to
attend.!

Martin Jensen was best known for his achievements in
the Dole Trans-Pacific Air Race the previous year. On
August 16, 1927, nine aircraft left Oakland, California, for
Wheeler Field on the Island of Oahu, each seeking to claim
the cash prize offered by pineapple magnate James D. Dole;
within the race's first few hours five of the entrants had
given up and returned to Oakland.2

Twenty-six hours, seventeen minutes and twenty seconds
after leaving Oakland, the first of the racers, the Woolorac,
piloted by Art Goebel, landed at Wheeler Field to claim
first prize. A short two hours later, Jensen brought in the
Aloba, the local favorite. The dangers inherent in early
aviation were brought home as spectators and officials
awaited the arrival of the final two contestants. It soon
became clear that they had been lost in route, and a massive
search, including forty-two naval vessels, army air corps
planes and even the Aloha was begun. Neither plane was
found. One of the lost planes was the Miss Doran,
sponsored by a group of Flint, Michigan, businessmen and,
foreshadowing the tragedy of the shuttle Challenger in 1986,
carried a passenger, a young Flint schoolteacher named
Mildred Doran.3

A month after the trans-Pacific flight, Jensen again made
the front pages of the nation's newspapers. While carrying a
celebrity passenger from Hollywood to New York City,
Jensen's plane crash-landed in Arizona, a three-day hike
from the nearest ranch. After notifying authorities that he
and his passenger were unharmed, Jensen returned to the
crash site where his passenger, Leo, the MGM trademark

T HROUGHOUT THE 19208 AMERICANS WERE

lion (whose cage luckily remained intact), gave the pilot “a

Aloha, Medford! |

thoroughly disgusted look.”
Jensen's visit to Medford in July 1928 was part of a
nationwide tour financed in part by providing sightseeing

trips aboard the A/vha. One of the many to fly with Jensen

was Horace Bromley with his COPCO Current Events
Newsreel camera, filming the Rogue Valley from the air.
Another who paid the five-dollar fare for a short ride was

Janet Rae Reter, daughter of Pinnacle Packing Company’s

manager, Raymond Reter. After her flight she was
presented with this certificate (below), which is now
preserved in the collections of the Southern Oregon

Historical Society. &

Bill Alley is

historian/archivist with
the Southern Oregon
Historical Society.
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I\ LECTION RESULTS WERE MUDDLED,
—{ and even though he had just been
./ declared mayor of Medford, Isaac
Webb would have an uneasy sleep. The
Ashland Valley Record had called Medford’s
mayoral race “the most hotly contested
election ever held anywhere.” The town
was divided over one contentious issue:
how to pay for civic improvements. Those
who cast their ballots on January 2, 1889,
had a clear choice: vote for Willard
Crawford, who favored a business license
fee; or choose Webb, who favored a general
tax on all property owners. As the election
judges began their tally they found two
ballots, in favor of Crawford, stuck
together. If both were counted, Crawford
would win with a one-vote margin, eighty-
eight to eighty-seven. To avoid the
perception of a tainted election, the judges
ruled that the two controversial ballots
were illegal, threw them out, and declared
Webb mayor by one vote. Crawford's
supporters were furious and prepared to
take their protests to the City Council.!

Though Webb had supporters on the
council, he knew that the majority opposed
him. Just one week before the election, in a
move that seemed to support Crawford,
the retiring council had blatantly imposed
a business license fee. By charter, this same
council would either certify the election or
resolve the contested results. The day after
the election the council met and as Webb
supporters had suspected, this was not to
be their day. After hearing from both sides,
the council decided that the disputed
ballots had been stuck together
unintentionally and, to preclude a charge of
fraud, ordered that only one of them be
counted. The election was tied and the
choice for mayor was in the council's
hands. A quick 3-2 vote and Crawford was
certified as Medford's third mayor. Now it
was furious Webb supporters who took
their protest to the Jacksonville Circuit
Court. By January 25, Circuit Court Judge
L.R. Webster ruled that he had no

jurisdiction and Crawford remained mayor

G
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without further formal protest.2

But our story ends with a twist. In May,
Crawford closed his law office, resigned as
mayor, and within a week moved his family
to Portland where he would practice law.
He did not resign in front of the council as
was customary. Why Crawford would leave
suddenly, after so diligently contesting the
mayoral election, was never revealed. Webb
was asked if he would accept appointment
as mayor to complete the one-year term,
but without explanation, he promptly
declined and the job eventually fell to
Mahlon Purdin, a blacksmith. Webb would
continue his furniture and undertaking
business, holding only two subsequent
public offices—school superintendent for
three years starting in 1891, and most
ironic, judge of elections for 1890. The
election that year was conducted without
controversy. &

Bill Miller is a Library assistant with the Southern
Oregon Historical Society.
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SOHS #18108
Undertaker Isaac Webb, lost the 1889 Medford
mayoral race fo attorney Willard Crawford by
city council vote after a tied election.

SOHS #15764
When Crawford later abruptly resigned as
mayor, the council offered the job to Webb, who
wanted none of it. So blacksmith Mahblon
Purdin, (above), agreed to fill the position.
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