














At right, this Stutz triple combination
pumper was used by the Medford
Fire Department from 1925-1959.

Below, the Stutz was donated to the
Southern Oregon Historical Society in
1962 after its decommissioning. Since
1979, members of the Jacksonville
Volunteer Fire Department have spent
thousands of hours and many dollars

Above, close-ups show
the attention to detail
required to restore the
Stutz to its original
grandeur.
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celebration each June. In
conjunction with the Boy
Scouts, the department also
runs an Explorer program
that gives interested
teenagers a chance to learn
the fundamentals of fire
safety, train with the
firemen, and even
accompany the fire
department on calls.

What shape will the

a more formal, professional organization. Training
went from being “stuff your beard in your mouth
and run into the building,” as Tracy Shaw
describes the early days, to involving a regular,
intensive drills. Turnout times—the time between
when a fire alarm is sounded to the time the fire
truck rolls out of the firehouse—dropped
dramatically. Fire damage decreased. Insurance
rates also decreased. During Applebaker’s tenure
as fire chief, the department’s Insurance Service
Organization (ISO) risk rating improved from a
ten to a seven. During Russell McIntyre’s term the
rating fell again from seven to five, and later the
rating dropped further to a four."

The department moved from Old City Hall to
the current fire station in 1953. In the time-
honored tradition of the Jacksonville Volunteer
Fire Department, Applebaker—a mechanic and
handyman when he wasn’t being fire chief—
climbed up on the town hall roof, removed the best
siren, climbed back down, built the tower on
which the siren sits today, and re-mounted it. That
siren, which first had served as an air-raid siren,
has called volunteer firemen to the station for more
than fifty years."

Since its reorganization, the department has
continued its tradition of not only offering prompt
and professional fire and emergency response, but
of community involvement. In addition to playing
in the cornet band and helping to officiate at
hangings and other civic events, the volunteers
have hosted a “nearly annual” Firemen’s Ball;
decorated the town for Christmas (and undecorated
it in January); and hosted the Pioneer Days
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department take in the future? Chief Shaw
says he would like to see the department
grow. “It was a big part of the town in the
late 1800s,” he says. “There was the cornet
band, the junior firemen, the events—it was a
big part of town life. I’d like to see that
happen again. I’d like to start the band up
again. And I'd like to raise funds to restore
the Stutz fire engine to running condition.
It’s a big part of our history.” &

Sherry Wachter is a writer, illustrator and
graphic designer.

Gauges and valves on the fire department’s 1977 Ford
pumper are far more complex than that first hook and
ladder truck acquired well over a century ago.
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Why have a volunteerg

re are two reasons that Jacksonville’s firefighters came up
with for maintaining a volunteer fire department:

Lower taxes: A well-trained volunteer fire department costs a
city less than a paid fire department. Volunteer fire departments
vary widely in terms of charters, reimbursement and benefits.
Jacksonville’s firefighters are reimbursed a small amount for
each training session and call they attend. There are no regular
salaries, and the reimbursement barely covers gas expenditures.
Likewise, much of the labor for maintaining the firchouse and
equipment is provided on a volunteer basis. And therein lies a
hidden benefit. Volunteer firefighters are just that—volunteers.
They all make their living in other ways, which means they
bring a variety of skills and talents to the department, and by
extension, to the city.

Lower insurance: A second major benefit of a well-trained
and maintained volunteer fire department is lower insurance
rates. Rates are based in large part on a department evaluation
by the state fire marshal’s office and on the ISO ratings
mentioned above. The lower the ISO rating, the lower the
insurance rates property owners must pay. Because
Jacksonville’s volunteer firefighters train regularly, Jacksonville
residents pay less in homeowners’ insurance than they would
otherwise.

Training, however, is not the only factor. The reality of the
modern world is that volunteering is no longer as easy as it used
to be. Many employers resist employees’ leaving-literally at a
moment’s notice—to fight a fire. Many potential volunteers work
too far from Jacksonville to answer the four-minute turnout
time. Daytime coverage is the most difficult to maintain, says
Shaw. He hopes to hire two full-time firefighters to alternately
stay in the fire station dormitory and augment the volunteer
force that currently provides daytime coverage. Without the
regular positions, says Shaw, turnout times could increase, and
with them, homeowners’ insurance rates.

A second issue is equipment. While the department is
thoroughly comfortable with the idea of using old
equipment—some of the equipment from the hook and ladder
wagon purchase in 1862 was still in use well into the next
century, and the department currently still uses a 1977 Western
States triple combination pumper as a backup—the age of some
of the equipment is starting to become a concern, says Shaw.
“Those things are all factored into the fire marshal’s report,” he
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Over the years, men from all walks of life have given their
time and risked their lives to keep Jacksonville safe from fire.
The brave men pictured above were those in service in 1971.

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY

Frdm ieft, cd)‘rent ’Fir‘e‘ Chleﬁ ’T rﬁéy ‘Shaw; Louis Applebaker,
firefighter from 1931-67 and chief from 1950-67; and Russell
Meclntyre, chief from 1967-84.

says. “If they lessen our ability to put fires out quickly and
efficiently, they become part of the report.” And the fire
marshal’s report plays a key role in determining insurance
rates property owners must pay.

For many, volunteering in the department is something of a
family tradition. Joe Applebaker became an official member of
the fire department in 1911. His son, Louis, became a part of
the department in 1931, while he was still in high school, and
after going off to war, was voted fire chief in 1950 when the
department was reorganized. Louis Applebaker was succeeded
as chief by Russell Mclntyre, his wife’s cousin—assistant fire
chief for much of Applebaker’s tenure. He served until 1984,
when he retired.

Members of the Matheny family have been a part of the
department for years—often more than one at a time. At one
point six were volunteering at the same time. The tradition
continues; Gary Matheny has been a volunteer fireman off and
on since 1971.

Dave “Okie” Edwards, owner of Jacksonville Janitorial and
a volunteer since 1972, is the oldest volunteer fireman on the
rolls today at 55. His son, Jeff, is second to the youngest, at 21.
The two are related to two more of the firemen, John Stagg
and Steve Kukert. Fire fighting does indeed seem to run in
some families.

Even more important, though, is the sense of camaraderie that
membership in Engine Company Number One seems to create.

“The fire station’s more than that,” says former Chief
Mclntyre. “It’s a place where the guys just drop in and
talk, have coffee in the mornings, talk. It’s like a club in
some ways. A lot of the wives are friends.”

And perhaps that relates to one of the most significant
reasons Jacksonville’s volunteer fire department has
survived as an informal entity for nearly 150 years, and
as a formal entity for nearly 120 years—the brotherhood
of volunteer firefighters extends not just throughout the
present, but into the past. Sitting in the firehouse and
listening to the firemen talk about when “we” got the
Rumsey, when “we” got the training overalls, when
“we” moved from the old town hall to the new fire
station, when “we” installed the alarm, when “we”
served as guards at various functions, it is easy to see
that in a very real sense the past is alive and well and

surviving not just in the equipment and the old records, but in
the hearts of the firemen themselves.
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Sunday Driving

by Connie Fowler
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about all that’s left-to testify
fo the community that once’
existed here.
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ou can still visit Steamboat, the site
i of a gold mining community in the

mountains of the upper Applegate
basin. But the only boat you’re likely to
see is a fishing boat or sailboat skimming
along the surface of Applegate Lake,
sprawling below the Red Buttes
Wilderness. You’ll pass the lake on the
way to the Steamboat area, which lies
about six miles up Carberry Creek (once
called Steamboat Creek) just a few miles
west of Copper, a town site now
submerged beneath the reservoir waters.

Steamboat got its start when
prospectors tracing loose gold up the
streambed discovered a rich gold pocket
in the canyon in 1860. At its height, the
once-thriving community included a
sawmill, a post office, a school, and a
cemetery. But the locality’s history
mirrors that of many communities in the
Applegate gold country, its fortunes
wavering between mining and farming,
feast and famine.'

It was William Billups and Frank
Fetterman who discovered a likely quartz
ledge above the creek in February of
1860. It was known variously as the
Applegate Quartz Mine, the Steamboat
Ledge, or Fowler Lode. Two other
shareholders, G.W. Keeler and W.W.
Fowler, put up the “grub stake” needed to
develop the strike.’

By June, the miners had built an
arrastra—a heavy grinding wheel for

Steamboat’s children learned their lessons
in this log schoolhouse until 1912.
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Below, the fertile pastures
along former Steamboat
Creek lured ranchers as the
canyon’s gold played out.

Bottom, a sketch of a water-
powered arrastra, in which

¥ heavy boulder attached to a
wheel were used to crush the
ore underneath.
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eventually selling the mine to a Portland
developer, who supposedly took out an
additional $100,000 worth.’

In 1933 and again in 1936, miners
returned to the Steamboat Mine, which
yielded several thousand dollars worth of
the metal.

Mining activity may have
boomed and collapsed, but
ranching and farming continued
in the vicinity. In 1889, Steamboat
residents formed a school district.
Area children learned the three
R’s in the square-log schoolhouse
until 1912, when the district was
discontinued and students
transferred to Applegate school.
Steamboat’s post office operated
out of the George Culy home and
served the community for twenty-

crushing the ore to free the gold trapped
within it-and began to recover commercial
quantities of gold. But things really paid
off when they uncovered an extremely rich
pocket in the ledge, producing enough gold
to pay all previous expenses. Newspapers
of the time reported income from the
mine at as much as $10,000 a week. The
mining company added four new arrastras
and made other improvements as the mine
continued to yield its golden bounty.?

According to state geological records,
the mine is said to have produced $350,000
in gold by 1869.* But paying quantities
of ore later dwindled and the owner
eventually abandoned the claim. Other
hopefuls continued to work the claims for
a few years, but without much success.

In the late 1860s and 1870s, Chinese
miners reworked the tailings left over
from the initial mining efforts to recover
overlooked gold values. Other prospectors
fanned out hoping to find new veins and
pockets.

Eventually, the Steamboat Mine lay
quiet, abandoned until 1890 when a new
owner, Quartz Smith, developed it further,
taking out a little more gold before

seven years from January 10,
1888, until August 15, 1915.°

The cemetery at Steamboat is
all you will find today. The 150-
square-foot plot is near the road
on the north side, surrounded by
: a fence.

The riddle of how Steamboat got its
name remains part of the mystique of the
mining era. According to Lewis
McArthur’s Oregon Geographic Names,
mines that failed to meet expectations or
had played out were said to have been
“steamboated.””

So you won'’t find a steamboat at
Steamboat, although you might find some
gold if you happen to have an arrastra
with you. For certain you will find a
pleasant, scenic drive through some
historic gold country. £

Writer Connie Fowler and her husband,
Ben, ranch in the Applegate Valley.
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6. Ziegler, Mail Tribune, 1966.

7. Lewis McArthur, Oregon Geographic Names
4th ed. (Portland: Oregon Historical Society,
1974) p. 695.

Directions: For a nice loop, drive from

Jacksonville on Highway 238 to Ruch. Turn

left at Ruch on Applegate Road to Applegate

Lake. Turn right on Carberry Creek and keep

driving. Watch for Steamboat Cemetery.

Continue on the well-maintained dirt road,

turning right on Thompson Creek Road, which

reconnects with Highway 238.
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Lifetime

Patricia Ingram Cook

Robert J. DeArmond

Peter Dale and Alan Cornwell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight
Robert L. Lewis

Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz
Alice Mullaly

New Members

BUSINESS
Evergreen Federal, Grants Pass

PIONEER/PATRON

Mr. and Mrs. L. Scott Clay, Medford

Janice Whetstone, Jacksonville

PATRON

Mr. and Mrs. Neil J. Murphy,
Grants Pass

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Sash, Jacksonville

FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Claud Curran, Ashland

Nancy R. Fox, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Henselman,
Medford

Warren B. Knox, Ashland

The O’Leary Family, Palo Alto, CA

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Sanders, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Schaefer, Medford

Diane Schaffer, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Morgan, Ashland

PIONEER/FRIENDS

Peggy Houston, Medford

Gordon Stanley, Eagle Point

FRIENDS

Judy Beecher, Jacksonville

Ronnie L. Budge, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Clark, Eagle
Point

Cynthia Guthrie, Phoenix

Barbara E. Jones, Ashland
Thelma M. Kelley, Brookings
Dorothy Livingston, Jacksonville
Karen Lundgren, Ashland

Mail Tribune — Library, Medford
Ken Mainwaring, Central Point
Nancy Mott, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Mullen, Medford
Lance Petersen, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Lenny Reierson,
Central Point

Susan Reynolds, Ashland

Frances P. Summers Dietzel,
Gold Hill

Gary Sumrak, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Walker,
Sams Valley

Leanna White, Medford

Renewing
Members

DIRECTOR

*Moss Adams, LLP, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Root, Ashland
PIONEER/CURATOR

*Mr. and Mrs. Bob Reed, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. John Stewart, Talent

Drs. Gary and Treasure Wheeler,
Medford

CURATOR

*Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hensley,
Medford

BUSINESS

KTVL Channel 10, Medford

Security Insurance Agency, Inc.,
Medford

Valley of the Rogue Bank, Medford

PIONEER/PATRON

Dorene Cantrall Fisher, Sisters

*Julia Ann Horton, Medford

*Mr. and Mrs. Norman Robinson,
Tucson, AZ

PATRON

Mr. and Mrs. William Bagley,
Medford

Dr. and Mrs. Theodore P. Barss,
Medford

Verne E. Beebe, Jacksonville

Dr. and Mrs. Steve Bennett,
Jacksonville

Dr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori,
Jacksonville

Fred Gardner, Canyon City

Judy Gerlock, Medford

John L. Greenwell, Medford

Barbara P. Johnson, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Olander,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Richmond,
Anchorage, AK

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schultz,
Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Smith,
Shady Cove

Nick Williamson and Steven Harris,
Jacksonville

PIONEER/FAMILY

*Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd G. Abrams,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Breeden, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. William Breeden,
Medford

Mrs. Monte Campbell, Eugene

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Emery, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Gardener,
Medford

*Nancy Nealon Hamilton Samson,
Lake Oswego

Wes Hartley, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Kaye,
Portland

Mrs. E.K. Manuel, Medford

Robert S. McClain, Albany

Robert Pearson, Medford

*Amy Elizabeth Samson,
Central Point

Dr. and Mrs. John L. Welch, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. H. Dewey Wilson,
Medford

*Susan Dibert Wood, San Jose, CA

FAMILY

*Harold Barrett, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Bartlett, Medford

Anne Billeter, Medford

*Janis L. Chapman, Applegate

*Irene Clark, Medford

*Mary Lou Clark, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Clark,
Grants Pass

Dr. and Mrs. James C. Cruickshank,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. William Dames,
Medford

Murrey Dumas, Central Point

*Mr. and Mrs. Walter Dye,
Gold Hill
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*Barbara Hanel, Medford
*Rex Hendricks, Ashland
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Hyatt, Eugene

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Leiberg,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Lowry, Talent

*Mr. and Mrs. Verner McCall,
Eagle Point

Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Ricketts, Medford
*William and Gunny Shurtz, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Spatz, Medford

Commissioner and Mrs. Jack W.
Walker, Phoenix

Mr. and Mrs. John Wasson, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Watson,
Medford

PIONEER/FRIENDS

Ora F. Boyd, Springfield

William H. Breeding, Terrebonne

Mary Ann Delsman, Riverside, CA

Bill Elhart, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Elmore, Medford

Nancy Fieguth, Rogue River

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Fleischer,
Central Point

Leota R. Frakes, Ashland

Jean Frazier, Ashland

Steve Glass, Central Point

Lois Jenkins, Ashland

Lyda Martin, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Elmo McGraw,
Medford

Cecil Owings, Medford

Mrs. Homer D. Peabody, Jr.,
San Diego, CA

Amy L. Peil, Grants Pass

Dorothy Morris Reimers,
Saratoga, CA

Ken Rhee, Ashland

William A. Singler, Shady Cove
Doris Sutherlin, Medford
Katherine Wilkinson, Portland
FRIENDS

Rhoda B. Abrahams, Ashland

Allen County Public Library,
Fort Wayne, IN

Patricia J. Bailey, Rolling Hills
Estates, CA

Joseph Berto, Shady Cove

Jean Black, Central Point

Alyce Bottelson, Gold Hill

Joan Bowen, Jacksonville

Martha Bustard, Medford

Joseph M. Butler, Jacksonville

Leonie S. Corbeth, Jacksonville

Steve Decker, Applegate

Roger DeShazer, Medford

Helen M. Fields, Grants Pass

Edward S. Gilkey, Eagle Point

Barbara Haade, Talent

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Heikka,
White City

Orpha Herbst, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Johnson,
Talent

Joanne Johnson, Talent

Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford

Cindie Kitchen, Cave Junction

Jeff M. Lalande, Ashland

Mildred Baird Lawson, Arkansas
City, KS

Amy Lepon, Ashland

Flora MacCracken, Talent

Regina D. Mainwaring, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Naumes, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Newbry, Talent

Bettie Newland, Medford

Kathleen Oyler, Ashland

Members and

Donors

Phoenix Chamber of
Commerce, Phoenix

Claudette M. Pruitt, Grants Pass

Geri Read, Medford

Rosalyn R. Rhinehart, Medford

Karen Roemer, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Rosenberg,
Jacksonville

Maxine D. Scott, Ashland

Estel Sohler, Ashland

Louise G. Speegle, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Carl P. Strand, Ashland
Elva M. Tepper, Shady Cove

University of Washington Libraries,
Seattle, WA

University of California Library,
Berkeley, CA

Gladys R. Van Dyke, Medford

Joyce W. Wassum, Medford

Dean Welch, Medford

*Indicates upgraded membership
category or monetary contribution

in addition to membership dues for
Society programs.

Donors

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Ben B. Cheney Foundation

Gold Diggers’ Guild

Rogue Aggregates, Inc.

John W. Smith

Southern Oregon Underground, Inc.
Darryll Starr

GENERAL COLLECTION
William Alley

Derek DeBoer

Robin Gonzalez

Richard Goble

Jackson County Library

Dorothy McGrew

Sue Naumes

Karl Slack

Dee Strock

EDUCATION COLLECTION
Peter Crandall

Roy Hill

Dee Strock

IN-KIND GOODS & SERVICES
Deli Down

Rogue Disposal & Recycling, Inc.
Valley Web Printing

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS FUND
Edith B. Geitner

Carol Hamlin

John and Betty Jo Reynolds
Leland Southern

SOUTHERN OREGON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FOUNDATION

Endowment Fund

Mary A. Delsman

Betsy Manuel

We invite YOU to

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Friend .................. $20
Family .................. $30
Patron ............... $60-$90
Curator or Business . . .$120-$200
Director .. .......... $250-$500
Lifetme .............. $1,000




The Pioneers

Mads:

wine, pinched snuff, and
M was rather pushy for a
woman of the 1860s and
seventies. But Madame Jeanne
DeRoboam Langier Gilfoyle
Holt was always known as
“madame,” never “a madam.”
She not only built
Jacksonville’s United States
Hotel but also won an argument
with the nation’s nineteenth
president about the size of his
hotel bill.

The facts of her life are sketchy. Jeanne
was born in the Bordeaux region of
France in 1820, and arrived in
Jacksonville sometime before 1860. In
the raw mining town, she used her
French culinary skills and good business
sense to run the Franco-American hotel
with her first husband, Charles Langier.
Her light biscuits and tender steaks won
raves from the miners panning for gold
along the Applegate River. And although
Jacksonville whispered about the
“sagging walls and spicy history” of the
Franco-American, there is no record that
Jeanne was ever “that kind of a girl.”

She did make sure the Franco-
American became Southern Oregon’s
premier stage stop, and she gave grand
balls, which earned glowing write-ups in
the local papers. It is unclear what
happened to Charles Langier, but by 1865
Jeanne had married John Gilfoyle, and
continued as an innkeeper. The Gilfoyles
were childless, but their family grew with
the 1871 arrival in Jacksonville of
Jeanne’s brother, Jean St. Luc
DeRoboam, and his family. They helped
Jeanne run the hotel.

/‘ 1l right, so she drank

(--\

SOUTHERN SER% HISTORICAL
OREGON gan SOCIETY
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rebuzldmg the U.S. Hotel. §

e DeRoboam
PIONEER HOSTESS OF JACKSONVILLE

by Louise A. Watson
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Left, the United States Hotel, rebuilt of rni
substantial brick in 1881, became the city’s
premier stopping place.

SOHS #1671

Above, Madame DeRoboam brought French
John Gilfoyle died in 1872 and Jeanne ¢ulinary skills to her role as hotel hostess.

married George William Holt, a
bricklayer, around 1875 or 1876. Now the
bride set about fulfilling her ambition of
building the finest brick hotel on the West
Coast. The owner of the original U.S.
Hotel, Louis Horne, couldn’t make the
mortgage payments, so banker C.C.
Beekman bought the property on
California Street and resold it to the
Holts. Work began on a new U.S. Hotel
to replace the wooden one that burned in
18732

The hotel was still unfinished in
September 1880 when Jacksonville
learned that President Rutherford B.
Hayes and his party of
seven would soon pay a
visit. Jeanne brought in
special foods and even
bought an expensive

At right Madame
DeRoboam’s third
husband, George Holt,
was a bricklayer whose
skills helped his wife
achieve her dreams in

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY

carpet just for the presidential suite. As
the presidential party prepared to leave
the next morning, Jeanne presented her
bill of $150, in an era when most hotels
charged more like six dollars per day.
Legend has it that General William
Tecumseh Sherman, a member of the
president’s party, protested the charges,
saying “Madame, we did not want to
purchase the hotel. All we wanted to do
was stay in it.” But Jeanne didn’t budge
and she got her money.?

Jeanne continued feeding hotel guests
and collecting their bills right up until her
death in April 1884. 2
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Louise A. Watson is a
Medford freelance writer
and editor:
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Endnotes

1. Maxwell Fanning, “Don’t Call
Her Madam!,” Frontier Times,
October-November 1978, p. 6.

2. Thid, p. 26.

3. Fanning and Medford Mail
Tribune, 18 December 1960.
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