











The two Carnegie libraries were so beloved that, despite the
obvious critical needs, the idea of replacing them met with
resistance. When the city of Ashland sought public input on
whether to build a new library or expand the cramped and
leaking Carnegie, citizens refused to give up their building. In
1999, in spite of a difficult site and extremely limited parking,
voters passed a city bond measure that would expand and restore
the much-loved original.

Medford citizens lacked that option for their Carnegie.
Expanding the building yet again would eliminate one of the
west side’s few parks; and it wouldn’t provide the parking that a
population of nearly 60,000 required. So the city looked
elsewhere in downtown Medford for a site.

Just as in the early days of Jackson County’s libraries, the
emphasis would be on cooperation: the 78,000-square foot
building would house the headquarters branch of the Jackson
County system as well as library services for Rogue Community
College, which would lease space in the new building. This
innovative plan to share resources would benefit both the public
and the college’s students.

Support for a new building was widespread (especially since
the plans included a parking lot); but public concern was just as
great that the old Carnegie Library be preserved. An often-
expressed suggestion was that it be used as a museum—an
appropriate fate for a building that started out housing a
collection of stuffed birds!

At the end of the planning process, Jackson County calculated
the cost of building new libraries at nearly $39 million, and
prepared a public bond measure to go before the voters in May
2000. The size of the proposed bond was unprecedented in
Jackson County history; but so was the number of people
involved in reaching that figure. Hundreds of Jackson County
residents had devoted time and energy—perhaps even some
passion—to planning libraries for the twenty-first century. Their
goal was clear: to build public libraries that not only would meet
the technological challenges of the future, but would claim the
hearts of Southern Oregonians for generations to come. £

Alison Baker writes fiction and book reviews and is a
commentator on Jefferson Public Radio.

No, this is not a ballroom with reading material, at top, but the
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airy interior of the Medford Library as recently as 1956. Above,
the same space was getting cramped by 1980-and that was
twenty years ago!
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3. Katherine J. Ledward, “The History of Library Service in
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4. Theodore Jones, Carnegie Libraries Across America: a Public
Legacy (Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 1997), p. 106.

5. Katherine Ott, “History of the Ashland Public Library,”
unpublished manuscript, 1938, p. 2.

6. The Rogue River Times, 31 January 1958.

7. Author interview with Ronnie L. Budge, director, Jackson .
County Library Services, 10 December 1999.

8. “Fact Sheet, White City Branch Library,” Jackson County
Library System, 1973.

9. Jackson County Library System statistical report, June 1999.

Here’s the same view as in the two photos above,
this time in 1999. Although not all branches have
the claustrophobic feel of the Medford Library,
crowding has prompted the county commissioners
to propose a bond measure to expand the county’s
library system to meet the demands of a rapidly
growing population in the information age.
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The Pioneers

Seely Hall:

JACKSON COUNTY'’S
FATHER OF AVIATION

by Bill Alley

“father of aviation” in Jackson County. Hall first

succumbed to the lure of the skies at the age of
twelve, when his father treated the youngster to a
tethered balloon ride at the 1905 Lewis and Clark
Exposition in Portland. Although he would have ample
opportunities to make his mark in a number of different
endeavors, nothing could overcome his fascination with the
emerging aviation industry.'

Seely Hall was born in Central Point in 1893, the son of Court
and Mabel Clara Hall. Court Hall was a respected businessman in
Medford, and he provided his son with several employment
opportunities in the hope of setting him off on a successful career.
Seely tried his hand as a projectionist at the Savoy Theater on
Front Street, drove early auto taxis to Crater Lake, and sold and
financed automobiles. He also played a role in the opening of
Medford’s first auto camp, the forerunner of the modern motel, at
Merrick’s Natatorium. But it was the lure of aviation that truly
captured Hall’s imagination and would become his life’s calling.
‘When the United States entered World War I, Hall volunteered
for the Army Air Corps.?

Seely Hall (1893-1984) was fondly known as the

SOHS #15321

[

In 1914 the Hall Taxi Co. began offering a round trip excursion
to Crater Lake for thirteen dollars. Seely Hall and his

passengers pose on the rim for this photograph.

In 1919 Hall, in partnership with Floyd Hart, another Army
Air Corps pilot, and attorney Frank Farrell, purchased the region’s
first locally owned aircraft, a surplus Jenny they named the
Mayfly. To raise the required funds, the three men sold shares in
the plane for $100 each. The stockholders list read like a who’s
who of Southern Oregon.?

When Vern Gorst organized Pacific Air Transport in 1925, and
bid for the contract to carry airmail on the West Coast, he was
ably assisted by Seely Hall. The following year, when Medford’s
Newell Barber Field (near the present site of the South Gateway
Fred Meyer) welcomed the first airmail flights in the state of
Oregon, PAT’s local manager was Seely Hall. When Medford’s
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United Airlines introduced the DC-4, capable of carrying forty-

four passengers, on the Medford run in 1950. The first passenger
to arrive on the new plane was Seely Hall. Fay Flynn, wife of
Medford’s mayor, prepares to cut the welcoming ribbon.

first municipal airfield became obsolete, Hall served on the
committee that selected the Biddle Road site for a new airport,
and worked tirelessly on the campaign to pass a bond issue for
construction. The bond was approved by a ratio of more than
twelve to one.*

Pacific Air Transport eventually evolved into what is now
United Airlines, and Seely Hall earned a series of transfers and
promotions to the position of general manager of ground services.
During World War II, Hall was placed in charge of all civilian
flight operations in Alaska and the Pacific. He would retire in
1958 as United’s vice president for western operations.’

Hall’s retirement would not last long. With the airlines making
the transition to jet aircraft, Hall was called out of retirement to
assist United in expanding its ground facilities to accommodate
the new aircraft. In 1978 he was awarded the Billy Mitchell
Award by the International Northwest Aviation Council.®

From the days of open cockpits and canvas to the introduction
of commercial jet travel, Seely Hall remained in the forefront of
keeping Medford an air-minded city. He passed away in Medford
in 1984 at the age of ninety-one. &

Bill Alley is historian/archivist for the Southern Oregon
Historical Society.

ENDNOTES

1. Medford Mail Tribune,
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2. Medford Mail Tribune, 8 November
1964, 20 November 1984.

3. William Alley, “An Air Minded
City,” Southern Oregon Heritage,
Vol. 3, No. 1, 1997, p. 25.

4. Alley, p. 29; Medford Mail Tribune,
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5. Medford Mail Tribune,
20 November 1984.

6. Medford Mail Tribune,
5 September 1978.

When this photograph of Seely Hall and his dog “Jinks” was taken
at the close of the nineteenth century, the technology that would
dominate Hall’s adult life was still the stuff of science fiction.
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Lifetime

Patricia Ingram Cook

Peter Dale and Alan Cornwell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight
Robert L. Lewis

Dr. Eugene 1. Majerowicz
Alice Mullaly

New Members

BUSINESS
Mail Tribune, Medford

CURATOR
Betty Root, Medford

PATRON
Douglas G. Detling, Medford

FAMILY
Linda Basgen, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Champagne,
Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fasel, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Hagen, Ashland

Carol Henthorn, White City

Ralph H. Hunkins, Talent

Dr. and Mrs. Robert G.Kaufman,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Murdock,
Medford

Ransom H. Smith, Hornbrook, CA

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Thorndike,
Medford

PIONEER/FRIENDS

Mr. and Mrs. James Akerill, Ashland

James Ford, Central Point

Martha Henderson, Medford

Dick Mobley, Tigard

Jean C. Richardson, Medford

FRIENDS

Richard H. Abernethy, Central Point

Bill Bonner, White City

Richard Brewer, Ashland

Nancy Cagle, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Earl, Eagle
Point

Leslie S. Edwards, Pleasant
Ridge, MI

Janet Gotshalk, Fulton, CA

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Hart, Medford

Robert W. Kennedy, Tacoma, WA

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony L. Kirk,
Medford

Mrs. Kelly Norman Kritzer, Chiloguin

Marcella Lange, Medford

Donna Levis, Los Gatos, CA

Robert Lindgerg, Grants Pass

Linda Matthews, Butte Falls

Alfred R. Mercer, Medford

Daniel G. Murphy, Butte Falls

Helene Salade Ogle, Medford

Richard Passini, Medford

Susan C. Penwell, Medford
Betty Lou Pratt, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Roduner,
Klamath Falls

Mrs. Mike Stepovich, Central Point
Carol White, Central Point

Renewing Members

DIRECTOR
Britt Festivals, Medford

PIONEER/CURATOR
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry McGrew,
Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Smith, Medford

CURATOR

Dr. and Mrs. James F. Patterson,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Stark,
San Marcos, CA

Harriet M. Winton, Medford

*Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Wyatt,
Sidney, BC

PIONEER/PATRON

Janet Reter Baker, Medford

Margery Goodman, Ashland

*Wesley V. and Mary E. Hoxie,
Ashland

*Robert W. Sage, Medford

Zelia Zigler VonTress,
Bloomington, IN

PATRON
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Chamberlain,
Jacksonville

*Tom Hennion, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Ivend Holen, Medford

*Ramona Kearns, Medford

Marjorie Luce, Ashland

*Dr. and Mrs. Robert Mclntyre,
Medford

*Gen. and Mrs. F.A. Schaefer I11,
Medford

*Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd H. Selby,
Medford

Michael Smith and Nora Leestma,
Gold Hill

PIONEER/FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. William Duhaime,
Medford

*Marie E. Ford, Talent

Dr. and Mrs. Gary Ingram, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Thornton,
Ashland

*Mr. Dale Throckmorton, Hillsboro

FAMILY
Mr.and Mrs. Julian Battaile, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. George Bennett,
Hermiston

Stanley M. Bennett, Eagle Point
Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Budge, Medford

#*Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Claflin,
Phoenix

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Collins,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Foster, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ghidinelli,
Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Radley Hyde, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. D. Lorin Jacobs,
Medford
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*Yvonne Kitchen, Talent

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Kuntz, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Luschen,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Ramsey, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rogers, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. William Shrader,
Medford

Lois Smith, Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Swartsley,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Thorndike,
Sr., Medford

PIONEER/FRIENDS

Hannah N. Dalton, Eagle Point

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Hale,
Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Hamilton, Jr., Bend
Alicia Applegate Hardy, Brookings
Glenn Harrison, Albany

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Hayes,
Ashland

Christopher S. Herndobler,
Richland, WA

Dorothy B. Jones, Myrtle Creek
Lois C. Kessler, Williams

Kenn L. Lantz, Portland
Gregory Moys, Grants Pass
Viola L. Purrier, Rogue River
Kenneth Reeder, Medford

Leah Ritchey, Medford

June Slay, Riddle

Phoebe D. Staples, Eugene

Ge. Wales, Yreka, CA

FRIENDS

Joyce Abrams, Cave Junction
Hazel F. Bales, Phoenix

Robert W. Bowin, Palm Desert, CA
Verdell S. Coleman, Medford
Dana H. Collins, Medford

Crater High School Library,
Central Point

Bernice Curler, Central Point

Mrs. H. S. Deuel, Rogue River

L. Dean DeVore, Medford

Bill Dugan, Medford

William G. Dye, Medford

Daniel R. Gannon, Charleston, SC

Mary Lou Henson, Medford

Hans Jensen, Shady Cove

Lloyd D. Kennedy, Gig Harbor, WA

Elsie V. Lacey, Central Point

Barbara L. Lewis, Schneckville, PA

Dr. Susan K. MacKinnon, Medford

Theresa Moore, Freedom, CA

Mildred L. Randles, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Don Reep, Rogue River

Carolyn Sharrock, Medford

John and Susan Cox-Smith, Gold Hill

Nancy Strahl, Medford

Mark Super, Ashland

Laurie Teply, Medford

James Trecker, Park Ridge, IL

Gloria M. Wood, Central Point

*Indicates upgraded membership
category or monetary contribution

in addition to membership dues for
Society programs.

Members and

Donors

MEMORIALS
Leona Converse
in memory of Dorothy A. Nicholson

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Green

in memory of Otto Frohnmayer
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Creighton Cramer
Brice Farwell

Ethel Hassen
In honor of the work of Judy Barr

Patricia D. and William B. Smullin
Foundation
In honor of “A” Peterson’s
community contributions

GENERAL COLLECTION

ARC of Jackson County

Rae Campbell

H.S. Deuel

Catherine Vilas Hayes

Roy Hill

Tom Hosley

Marlene Pean

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pommarane
Southern Oregon Goodwill Industries
Doug Vargas

EDUCATION COLLECTION
Catherine Vilas Hayes

Doug Vargas

IN-KIND GOODS & SERVICES
Deli Down

MinuteMan Press

Rogue Disposal & Recycling, Inc.
Valley Web Printing

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS FUND
Kenneth F. Adams

Bill Bonner

Mary Ann Delsman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Earl

Mr. and Mrs. Don Hamann

L.D. Josephson

Linda Matthews

Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Meyerding, Sr.
Minuteman Press

Daniel G. Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Loren Pryor

Mr. and Mrs. George Schrock
SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL
SOCIETY FOUNDATION
Endowment Fund

Gregory Moys

Circles of Giving
Joyce Hailicka
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry McGrew

We invite YOU to

become a member

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Friend .................. $20
BAAIY « 5 s 5 5008 5 0 5 5 5 04 $30
Patron .............. $60-$90
Curator or Business . .$120-$200
Director .. ......... $250-$500
Lifetime .. ............ $1,000
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Rooted in
History

“To look closely at the bloom of
an antique rose is, at least in some
small way, an exercise of the
historical imagination; you see it
through your own eyes, yet also
through the eyes of another time.” '

ust as the landscape’s bright

shades of spring turn to the tans
and harder, more protected greens
of summer, an inconspicuous
shrub bursts into bright, yellow
bloom. When it’s in flower, nearly
everyone recognizes this colorful
plant as a rose. Scattered throughout
the rural West, it decorates the
dooryards of farms and ranch houses
and often colorfully pinpoints the
locations of long-abandoned
homesteads. The association of this
rose with older dwellings gave it one
of its many names: “Pioneer Rose.”

This vigorous shrub, appearing
more like a
wildling than a
domesticate,
traveled to the
Far West with
pioneer families
in the mid- to
late 1800s. It
accompanied
Anglo settlers to
the southwest as
well, where it grows as “The Yellow Rose
of Texas.” In the Great Basin, its pioneer
heritage is recognized in the name
“Mormon Rose.”

This rose gained popularity just in time
to join the westward migration. Its original
home was New York, where it was derived
from a hybrid between two European roses
in the 1830s.? George E. Harison, an ayid
rose gardener, recognized the possibilities
of the hybrid. Consequently, the shrub is
also known as “Harison’s Rose.”

Harison sold it to a nurseryman who
propagated and promoted it.* This bright
little rose was so appreciated that westering
emigrants brought it along as a promise of

( n\
SOUTHERN ll HISTORICAL
OREGON mann SOCIETY

106 N. Central Ave.
Medford, Oregon 97501-5926

‘A'Roseby
Many Names

Pioneers across the West loved

{ this hardy yellow hybrid for its
burst of color in late spring.
Descendants of roses brought by
covered wagon still bloom in the
Logtown Cemetery near Ruch.

domesticity. When the roses were planted
out beside cabin doors and along newly-
built fences, they thrived, even without
much moisture or attention. Unlike the
hybrid tea rose, which blooms throughout
summer and into fall, the Pioneer Rose
opens all of its blossoms at once for a
bright and glorious show of color.

Because this rose is easily propagated by
division, neighbors shared it, transplanting
it from homestead to homestead and ranch
to ranch. Roxy Ann Bowen and her
stepdaughter Maryam McKee brought the
rose from Missouri over the Applegate
Trail to the Rogue Valley in the early

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY

1850s. The family eventually settled
on Poormans Creek, following other
miners in a quest for gold. The rose
was planted, and as the clump
expanded, portions were given to
their Logtown neighbors.* While the
gold played out and the town
eventually burned, a legacy of
yellow roses remained. A striking
display of these roses, known
locally as the “Logtown Rose,” may
be seen in the Logtown Cemetery,
on the south side of Highway 238
between Jacksonville and Ruch. The
best time to see the roses in full
bloom is late May or early June. A
good number of the roses also found
their way to Jacksonville; locally
this yellow rose is often called the
“Jacksonville Rose.”

In downtown Bend, this yellow-
flowered shrub marks the location
of one of the first cabins built along
the Deschutes River. In Siskiyou
County, its blooms brighten the
brick-strewn site where the whole
town of Klamathon burned to the
ground. This rose, surviving fire,
drought, neglect and abandonment, truly
marks history. Where it grows is a good
place to look for stories. When we absorb
the stories, we can look back at the rose
“in some small way ...through the eyes of
another time” &

Ethnobotanist Donn L. Todt and
anthropologist Nan Hannon garden in
Ashland.

ENDNOTES

1. Michael Pollen; Second Nature: A Gardener's
Education (New York: Dell Publishing, 1991),
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2. Peter Beales, Classic Roses (New York: Holt,
1985), p. 24.
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B.J. Reed,
Medford

B.J. Reed retired
as a classroom
teacher in 1999.
She attended
Miami University
in Oxford, Ohio;
Southern Oregon
State College; and
the University of
Oregon. Reed
currently serves as a member of the state
cadre of Social Science Leaders and is a
visiting instructor at Southern Oregon
University, where she supervised student
teachers. She was a division leader at both
North and South Medford high schools
(integrated English and social studies);
served on the site council at South Medford
High; implemented the Accelerated Reader
program at North Medford High; is a core
rider in Girls on the Move (a cross-country

bicycle ride stopping in communities to
do self-esteem building with teenage girls);
and volunteers at the Children’s Home
Society.

“Three of the absolute essentials for
the growth of any community and its
surrounding region are a sound public
school system, a public library, and a sense
of history! I believe the Southern Oregon
Historical Society has the responsibility to
make the last essential-a sense of history—
alive and well in as many people as possi-
ble of every age. In order to do that it must
continue to promote, display, and celebrate
the endless supply of people, artifacts, and
events that make up the history of Southern
Oregon. It is especially vital that we ‘hook’
young people and students on history at an
early age, history classes in school do not
always succeed in doing that! Imagine the
possibilities in a community where most
citizens know, and what's more, like,
history!”

Robert E.
Stevens,
Jacksonville
Robert E.
Stevens is a retired
forest entomologist.
He graduated from
Medford High
School, Oregon
State University
and the University
of California at
Berkeley. Stevens has been a volunteer at
the Southern Oregon Historical Society
since 1990, providing assistance for special
events and raising vegetables in the garden
at the C.C. Beekman House for the
Beekman Living History program. Stevens
has been a member of the Jacksonville
Planning Commission for three years,
~volunteers with the Nature Conservancy
(1992-present), and served on the
Jacksonville City Council (1991-1996).

“History is being made every day, and
offers continuing challenges in documenta-
tion, presentation, and interpretation. The
Society has done an ever-improving job in
these areas via museum displays, publica-
tions, youth-oriented programs, and living
history programs. A unique opportunity
now exists to record the changing nature
of life in the Rogue Valley as we move from
our dependence on forests and orchards
into a more complex world. I look forward
to participating in the Society’s activities
as we make the transition into the twenty-
first century”’

MEET THE
CANDIDATES

for the 2000 Board of
Trustees Election

The following seven candidates were nominated by the Society Board of
Trustees for election to the Board. The slate includes incumbents Al Alsing and
Marjorie Overland, other nominees include Yvonne Earnest, Hank Hart, Burke
Raymond, B.J. Reed, and Robert Stevens. The candidates are running for three-

year terms that will begin July 1.

Ballots will be mailed to members May 9, and must be postmarked and
returned no later than June 2. Other Society members may be nominated for Board
positions by submitting a petition bearing the signatures of at least fifteen members
in good standing as of May 1. Petitions will be available April 24 and must be
returned no later than May 8 for consideration in the election.

Voting is a benefit of supporting membership in the Southern Oregon
Historical Society. Please review each candidate and exercise your right to vote.
If you are not a supporting member of the Society but wish to join, contact
membership coordinator Susan Smith at (541) 773-6536. You must be a member
in good standing as of May 1 in order to vote.

Al Alsing,
Ashland

Al Alsing, current
president of the
Society Board of
Trustees, was elect-
ed to the board in
1997 and is a candi-
date for re-election.
A resident of
Ashland for forty-
nine years, Alsing
received a B.S. in civil engineering from
Oregon State University and is a former
public works director and city engineer for
the city of Ashland. Alsing is a past mem-
ber and past chairman of the Ashland Parks
and Recreation Commission and present
chairman of the Ashland Parks Foundation;
director and past treasurer of the Oregon
Aviation Museum; member and past chair-
man of the Oregon Institute of Technology
Engineering Curriculum Advisory

Committee; past board member, past
secretary, and current volunteer with the
Oregon Shakespeare Festival Association;
and past board member and past chairman
of the Ashland Airport Commission. Alsing
also assisted the Society by leading the
fund-raising effort for the Simpson-DeHaven
glass plate negative restoration project.
“Our historical inheritance is a treasure
which must be preserved to help future
generations understand their past and
connect it with their future. Southern
Oregon is fortunate to have citizens who
have committed public and private funds
toward the conservation of its rich history.
Numerous members of our communities
have helped to guide the Society. As a
member and current president of the
Southern Oregon Historical Society Board
of Trustees, I understand the effort required
to make the Society a success. I am willing
to contribute to that effort. History is inter-
esting and enlightening. It is also fun”



Yvonne
Earnest,
Medford

Yvonne Earnest
is a retired teacher
who earned her
B.S. and M.S.
degrees in elemen-
tary education at
Southern Oregon
State College, with
endorsements in
supervision and library/media on her
certificate. She also has done graduate
work in children’s literature at California
State University, Hayward. Earnest is
currently president of the Jackson County
Republican Women and vice president of
the Mayflower Society. She is a member of
the Tudor Guild, PE.O., Jackson County
Fair Board Special Events Committee,
Gold Diggers Guild of the Southern

Oregon Historical Society, Trinity
Episcopal Church Altar Guild, and Pear
Blossom Festival Board and is a SMART
program reader. Earnest is past president of
the Rogue Valley Medical Center Auxiliary,
Daughters of the American Revolution
Crater Lake Chapter, and Delta Kappa
Gamma Epsilon Chapter.

“Jackson County has a rich and varied
past. Since history provides a sense of
community and identity for the individual,
the focus for the Southern Oregon
Historical Society is preservation, restora-
tion, acquisition, and education of our
area. The Society has done commendable
work in preserving our heritage for the
future. However, funding these projects
remains a challenge for the Board of
Trustees and the community. The opportu-
nity to serve and assist in meeting these
efforts is one I would gladly accept”

Hank Hart,
Medford

Hank Hart was
born in Medford,
attended Medford
public schools and
the University of
| Colorado, Oregon
| State College, and
| Southern Oregon
State College. He

- served in the

United States Air Force and participated in
the Strategic Air Command’s first hydrogen
bomb tests. He is a former partner of
Security Insurance Agency; founder and
former director, Crater National Bank; and
a former charter boat captain. Retired since
1988, Hart is a former chair, Jackson
County Heart Fund Drive; former director,
Chamber of Commerce Medford/Jackson
County; former member and president of
the Medford Planning Commission; and
former director, Providence Medical Center
and the Rogue Valley Medical Center. He
has been director of the Hawaiian

International Billfish Tournament since
1980. Hart was a state representative from
Jackson County (District 19), 1966-1970,
and served as chair of the House Taxation
and Interim Education committees. He was
chair of the Oregon State Republican
Committee, 1971-1973, and was a delegate
to the Republican national conventions of
1968 and 1972.

“Having been born and raised in the
Rogue Valley as well as spending over fifty
years of my life as a resident here has
made me very aware of how important our
history is to all of us. All of the events of
the past have played a role in helping
shape our valley as we know it today, and
the more knowledge we can gain about the
past will certainly help shape our future as
well. I would appreciate the opportunity to
serve on the Board of Trustees of the
Southern Oregon Historical Society, and
contribute whatever I can to the future of
the organization.”

Marjorie
Overland,
Medford
Marjorie
Overland was
elected to the
' | Board of Trustees
| in 1997 and is a
candidate for re-
election. Currently
serving as first vice
president of the
Board, Overland has been an area resident
for twenty years. She received a B.A. in
history from Carleton College, Northfield,
Minnesota. Overland is currently a member
of the Gold Diggers Guild of the Southern
Oregon Historical Society and serves as
president of the Theater Guild of the
Craterian Ginger Rogers Theater. She
served ten years on the Jackson County
Planning Commission. She is a past presi-
dent of KSYS, the Medford Storytelling
Guild, and the board of directors of the

Craterian Performances Company; former
director of the Britt Children’s Festival;
former member of the Jackson County
Library Advisory Committee; and has been
a volunteer for SODA, the Britt Music
Festivals, and Medford schools.

“In this era of doing more with less, it
is essential the members of the Board of
Trustees of the Southern Oregon Historical
Society bring innovation, creativity and
unflagging industry to the mission of the
Society. Our region is a unique treasure—
not only for its stunning beauty, but also
for its fascinating history. The collections,
publications and interpretive programs
provided by the Society are a wonderful
link to that history. The challenge over the
next few years will be to continue to protect
and promote our historical treasures, and
also to find new ways to share them with
the public, so that all of our citizens, and
particularly our young people, will
appreciate them.”

Burke M.
Raymond,
Jacksonville
Burke Raymond,
former Jackson
County adminis-
trator (1986-1999),
received a B.A. in
history and a M.A.
in public adminis-
tration from the
University of
Michigan. He currently serves on the
boards of the Medford Rogue Rotary
Foundation, Rogue Valley Health
Foundation, and the Association for the
Preservation of Civil War Sites. Raymond
is a past board member of the Rogue Valley
Civic League and a current board member
of the Gordon Elwood Foundation. He is
a former western region vice president of
the National Association of County
Administrators and former president of -
the Oregon City/County Management
Association.

“The activities of the Southern Oregon
Historical Society are an important part of
cultural and economic life of the area. As
Jackson County administrator, it was my
privilege to work closely with the Society.
The Society has been moving in the right
direction by linking up with the local
historical societies in Jackson County to
tell the story and preserve the artifacts of
all those who graced this area before us.
We have the obligation to pass on to those
yet to come the intact story of the past and
our contributions. History has been my life-
long avocation. My father was a college
history professor and he started my interest
and training. Now that the enabling legisla-
tion has been passed, I am excited about
the possibilities in the use and preservation
of the Hanley Farm as an example of nine-
teenth and early twentieth century farming
in Southern Oregon. History is important,
and we must ensure not only the continua-
tion of the Southern Oregon Historical
Society but its growth and acceptance as a
vital force in the lives of all the people of
Southern Oregon”



