














few multi-room housekeeping
apartments and many “sleeping
rooms.” Many Baldwin residents

\| A typical Baldwin
guest room featured

: an oak writing desk
hved'there for ye:'clr.s. Rents miadde by Cadilie,
remained modest; in 1977, the .

the Detroit car

nightly rate for a standard room
with a pot-bellied stove and a bath
down the hall was $7.50. —
By the 1970s, the community et 4
began to recognize the uniqueness
of the Baldwin Hotel: it had
become a living museum where
Vera Jones treated her long-term,
elderly residents like family,
driving them to the doctor's office,

maker, and a
porcelain sink with
hot and cold

running water.
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getting their prescriptions and seeing that they followed Elai_ne Cook, a motel
prescribed diets. In 1970, the Klamath Falls Exchange Club gave chain offered Vera “a
the Joneses an award for their years of humanitarian devotion to heck of a lot more
their residents, commending the couple for keeping alive a moncy, but they were
reminder of a life that was less complex, slower-paced, and going to level the whole
friendlier. Every Thanksgiving, Vera thing” Since Andy
cooked turkey for everyone in the Moore “would've turned
- 2| hotel. Even when her long-term over in his grave” if the
residents had to move to nursing hotel were destroyed,
£| homes, Vera remembered their Vera sold it to the
é birthdays and often would drive county instead.
= some of them out to the Elks Club
§ for an afternoon of cards. In an effort to cater
to business customers,
Most of the Baldwin rooms came George Baldwin
with a brass bed, but few had built- operated a cafe in the
in closets owing to a peculiar state hotel from 1909 to
law that defined a closet as a room 1911. This tea cart is

‘ for tax purposes. part of the recreated
cafe in the Baldwin

Hotel Museum.

Tne BALbwiNn HOTEL
MuseEuM TobpAy

tep into the Baldwin Hotel Museum and you will be swept

back to an earlier era. The lobby has been restored to look as
it did when George Baldwin opened the hotel in 1911. Andy
Moore's collection of stuffed game heads has been relegated to an
upper floor; and George Baldwin's French jardiniere planters,
which once held three-foot-tall fan palms, are again on display.
Enlargements of Maud Baldwin's historic photographs line the
walls. Two elegant eighteen-inch tall, nickel-plated cuspidors
bracket the stairs to the mezzanine, as they did in George
Baldwin's era. New carpet matches the pattern of the “battleship
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An article in the March 24, 1974, Oregon Journal linoleum” that covered the lobby floor in 1911.
enthusiastically reported that entering the Baldwin Hotel was The tour guides will tell you that the Baldwin building, a state
“like being turned loose in a museum where the protective ropes and federal historic landmark, entertained such well-known
and ‘Do Not Touch’ signs have been removed. Not a single piece visitors as Zane Grey and three U. S. presidents: ngdy
of furniture has been removed, not a nail pulled or a floor board Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Woodrow Wilson. If you
replaced since the Baldwin opened to guests.” Nonetheless, in keep count on a tour of the museum, they say, you can tally
November 1977, the State Fire Marshal closed the Baldwin Hotel thirty-two brass beds; twenty-nine Cole's cast-iron stoves; and
because it didn't meet current fire codes; and the Joneses sold the twenty-two oaken Cadillac desks made between 1906 and 1908
hotel to the county for $120,000. According to Vera's niece, by the same Detroit company that manufactures cars.
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Many rooms have been restored to look
as they did ninety years ago, including
Maud Baldwin's photographic studio and
millinery shop on the fourth floor, the
sleeping rooms on the second floor, and
the Baldwin Cafe. A tiny apartment on
the fourth floor is still furnished as it was
when it rented out in the 1950s: low
ceilings and sloping floors, worn
linoleum underfoot, the table set with
mismatched dishes, awaiting the tenant's
return for supper.

Room 300, where Herbert Ballard
lived for fifty years, still looks as it did
when he left in the 1960s: bare wood
floor, a sink, a wood stove, a brass bed,
an oak desk, a rocking chair, and a
window looking down on Main Street.
An Englishman and a life-long bachelor,
Ballard worked as a bookkeeper for
several local lumber mills. He lived in
this ten-foot by twelve-foot room from
1917 to 1968, using a bath down the hall
and taking his meals at restaurants in
town. Ballard kept on paying the rent—
twenty dollars a week before 1957, and
twenty-five dollars a week after—even
when he had to go into a nursing home
where he died; he always hoped he could
return to the Baldwin.

Many upstairs rooms in the Baldwin
Hotel Museum are now set up with
donated antiques to represent bygone
Main Street businesses, including a
general store, a dry goods shop, a doctor's
office, a movie house, a music store, a
barber shop, a beauty salon, a railroad
office, an insurance office, a nursery, and
a bank. These various business displays
are designed to represent different eras
between 1900 and World War II. €

Doug Foster is a writer and historian
in Ashland.
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George Baldwin’s daughter Maud operated
this photography studio and darkroom on
the fourth floor. More than 2,000 of her
glass-plate negatives were discovered in the
1960s in a closed-off attic in the hotel.
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ENDNOTES:

. Author’s interview with April
Kramer, museum staff member,
Baldwin Hotel Museum, 4 August
and 17 September 1999.

2. Ruth King, “The Baldwin Hotel,”
Klamath Echoes No. 5, (Klamath
County Historical Society, 1967)
pp. 66-71.

3. Author’s interview with Elaine
Cook, Klamath Falls, 26 August
1999.

4. Harry J. Drew, “George T. Baldwin—
His Life and Achievements,”
Klamath County Museum Research
Paper No. 9 (1980).

. Rachel Applegate Good, History
of Klamath County, Oregon—It's
Resources and People, (private
printing, Klamath Falls, Ore., 1941) pp. 76-77.

. Harry J. Drew, "Maud Baldwin-Photographer,"
Klamath County Museum Research Paper No. 10
(1980).
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Besides being a photographer, Maud
Baldwin also ran a millinery shop in the
hotel, where hats left by early guests are
now on display.

[®)}

% N

. Author’s interview with Oscar Anderson,
4 August 1999.

9. Interview with Elaine Cook.
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How TO GET THERE:

The Baldwin Hotel Museum is
located at 31 Main Street, Klamath
Falls. To date, the Baldwin remains
relatively undiscovered. During late
fall and winter, special tours and
school tours may be arranged by
appointment. The museum is open
from June 1 to the end of September
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday to
Saturday. Call the Baldwin Hotel
Museum, 541-883-4207 or the
Klamath County Museum, 1451

Herbert Ballard,
(insert) an English-
born bookkeeper,
lived in this room at

| the Baldwin, now
preserved as part of
the museum. Ballard
even paid his rent
after being moved to
a nursing home, in
hopes that he could
someday return.

Main Street, 541- 883-4208 for
further information and to schedule a
tour. A one-hour tour costs three
dollars per person, a two-hour tour

costs four dollars. /
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Rooted in
History

The blooms of Narcissus tazetta, or Chinese
sacred lily, once brightened and scented many
Rogue Valley homes in winter.

uring the first decades of the
thentieth century, the scent of

an exotic bulb perfumed many
Ashland homes during the dark days of
winter. Forced like a paperwhite narcissus,
each bulb bore multiple, sweet-smelling,
white and yellow flowers.

The Chinese sacred lily (Narcissus
tazetta ssp. tazetta) came from the
Ashland store operated by the Chinese
family known as Wah Chung. The Wah
Chungs imported sacred lily bulbs each
fall. They sold well not just to the local
Chinese community, but to other Ashland
residents. The Wah Chung family also
gave bulbs as gifts to their special friends.
Almeda Helman Coder recalled, “My
mother knew Mrs. Wah Chung quite well
and she used to go over there and visit
with Mrs. Wah Chung sometimes. And I
remember that Wah Chung gave my
mother a big Chinese lily bulb one year
and he said, ‘Mrs. Helman, if this is a
double lily, that means good luck to you.
So she planted it and it bloomed. It was
a double lily.”

Probably no Ashlanders realized the
rich cultural significance the bulbs held
for their Chinese neighbors who lived in
the Railroad District. Arab traders carried
Narcissus tazetta to China's Fujian
province during the Song dynasty, almost
a thousand years ago. After being grown
in soil for three years, the bulb has stored
enough carbohydrates to be “forced”- to
generate leaves and flowers even when set
among stones and given only water. This
seemingly miraculous life force impressed
the ancient Chinese, who called the bulb
Shuixian, meaning “water immortal.” Over
a millennium, poets and painters made
Shuixian a popular subject in their art.

Because the plants' forced bloom
coincided with the Chinese New Year,
they came to be associated with that
important Chinese festival. People
believed that having Shuixian in bloom at
the New Year promised good fortune for
the coming year.* Even today, after all the
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upheavals the Chinese suffered during the
twentieth century, Shuixian bulbs are still
raised in large quantities in the Fujian
region and sold all over China for the
New Year celebration.’

During the time of the Chinese diaspora
in the nineteenth century, Chinese
immigrants maintained their distinct
cultural identity in foreign lands by
adhering to as many traditional aspects of
their culture as possible.* When Chinese
worked in mines and on the railroad in
Oregon and California, both Chinese- and
Caucasian-owned stores furnished them
with traditional foods and other items of
cultural importance, which were shipped
from trading ports in Southeastern China.
Among the goods in this trans-Pacific
trade were Chinese sacred lilies. These
small bulbs, forced into bloom for the
Chinese New Year, were a living point of
contact with the homeland. Chinese in
Ashland and Jacksonville celebrated the
New Year enthusiastically, to the pleasure
of their Caucasian neighbors, who came
to enjoy the fireworks, feasting, pageantry,
and the sacred lilies associated with the
festival.

After enjoying the bulbs indoors, many
Ashlanders planted them outside, where
they multiplied for some years. “At one
time, they were just all over town,”
recalled Almeda Helman Coder, “and they
all came from the first bulbs that Wah
Chung used to bring in.”> But the Chinese

| . e y—
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sold Chinese sacred lilies at their
Ashland store.

Chinese Sacred Lilies

by Nan Hannon and Donn L. Todt

sacred lily is only marginally hardy in
Southern Oregon, and the bulbs died out
during Ashland's colder winters,
disappearing like Ashland's Chinese
community, which was treated with
coldness and hostility by most Southern
Oregonians

Since the Wah Chung store closed
decades ago, it's difficult to obtain
Shuixian locally. They can be mail-
ordered from some larger bulb companies,
and grown indoors for a sweet scent of
local history. &

Anthropologist Nan Hannon and
ethnobotanist Donn L. Todt grow
Shuixian in a sunny window in their
home in Ashland.

When Toy Kee posed for Peter Britt in
this nineteenth century portrait, pots of
blooming lilies completed the picture.

ENDNOTES

1. Oral history interview with Almeda Helman
Coder by Kay Atwood, January, 1974. Southern
Oregon Historical Society Collection, tape 234,
pp. 34-35.

2. Peter Valder, The Garden Plants of China,
(Portland Ore.: Timber Press, 1999) p. 348.

3. E.H. Wilson, A Naturalist in Western China,
(1913, reprinted ed., London: Cadogan Books
Ltd., 1986), Vol. 2, p. 44.

4. Jeff LalLande, “Sojourners in the Oregon Siskiyous”
(ML.A. thesis, Oregon State University, 1981).

5. Oral history interview with Almeda Helman
Coder by Alan Schut, 23 August 1977. Southern

Oregon Historical Society Collection, tape 49,
No. 2, p. 10.
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Mr. and Mrs. Tony Ramsey

Roy A. Reed
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(continued on page 2)
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The Pioneers

SOHS #15925

20" White TwoSnons

Model

his two-ton White truck, loaded to capacity with babies of

all shapes and sizes, is, in actuality, a clever advertisement

for the Issott Photography Studio in Medford. James H.
Issott, the proprietor, was a native of Liverpool, England. Born in
1875, Issott immigrated to the United States at the age of
seventeen. In 1916, while in San Rafael, California, Issott married
Anna H. Wendt (1883-1974), daughter of Jackson County
pioneers Henry and Mary Wendt. Although born in Clatonia,
Nebraska, Anna grew up in Jacksonville. In 1919 the Issotts
settled in Medford, where they opened a photography studio at
331 East Main Street, above the Hubbard Brothers hardware
store, space previously occupied by photographer Frank Hull.!

On Saturday, July 26, 1919, a small advertisement appeared in
the local and personal column in the Medford Mail Tribune.
“Issott's Photo Studio now open for business over Hubbard
Bros.,” the ad read. “We do portrait work exclusively and make a
specialty of baby photos. Your satisfaction guaranteed.”

Little is known of the Issott Studio, but judging from the
surviving photographs and advertisements, it is clear that the
Issotts specialized in children's portraits. Both of the surviving
advertising cards preserved in the collections of the Southern
Oregon Historical Society consist of collages of baby pictures
pieced together and re-photographed as postal cards. The Issotts

soon expanded their practice to
include copy work. In September of
1919 they began running ads that
read: “Bring in that picture you
want copied. We will do it right.
Issott’s Studio, over Hubbard
Bros.”

As these four portraits show, the

everything from smiles to
wonder to pensive reflection.

I

arem SOUTHERN
jaEm OREGON
gEEm HISTORICAL
s SOCIETY
106 N. Central Ave.

Medford, Oregon 97501-5926

Issotts were masters at capturing

“All Aboard for
 the Issott Studio”

by Bill Alley

‘ As the advertisement at left makes clear, James

| and Anna Issott’s Medford photographic studio
was the place to go from 1919 to 1927 if you
wanted a portrait of your baby.

James and Anna Issott operated their
studio above Hubbard's until the spring of
1927. In April of that year Albert E. and
Lorene Peasley purchased the business.
They announced their grand opening with
an ad for Mother's Day photographs in
the Medford Mail Tribune: “The Peasleys
Photographic Art, 331 East Main Street,
For 20 Years Makers of Good Photographs,

293

Successors Issott Studio.

The reasons for the Issotts’ departure from 53
their studio remain a mystery; none of the Y
surviving records indicate what either Issott's »;I;,a

b

new occupation might have been. For the
remaining years of their lives the Issotts
lived in their comfortable cottage on
Windsor Street. James died in August 1953;
Anna lived on until 1974. The photographs
that make up the Issott collection were
found in the attic of their home after Anna
Issott was moved to a nursing home in
1971. They were later donated to the
Southern Oregon Historical Society. &

William Alley is historian/archivist for the
Southern Oregon Historical Society.
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