






Shangle took this photo of a group of Army Air Corps bombers parked at the Medford 
Airport in 1938. The airport often hosted military aircraft during stopovers on training 

missions along the West Coast. 

Medford Mail Tribune reported, "in as 
much as he is not only the only one 
chosen from a small town, but is 
probably the youngest member serving 
on any committee for the convention." 

Photography was not the sole interest 
of this young photographer with an 
abundance of talent as well as drive. 

photographers of the district, and to get 
acquainted with local conditions, and 
endeavor to raise and maintain the 
standard of work." After the election of 
the group's charter officers, Shangle, the 
youngest of the members at twenty­
seven, was appointed chairman of the 
Portraits Committee. 
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Shangle was also active in ·- ,__ ........ -
other civic affairs. In 1929, "in 
spite of his youth," Shangle was 
appointed deputy governor of 
the Lions International for the Southern 
Oregon district. He served on the board 
of directors of the Medford Chamber of 
Commerce and was president of the 
Medford Lions Club when that 
organization hosted the annual state 
convention in 1937. 

This coupon advertisement for portraits 
by the Kennell-Ellis studio represented 
the kind of out-of-town competition that 
Shangle and the Southern Oregon 
Photographers Association tried to stop. 

In addition to their publicly stated 
goals, the new association would also 
serve as a lobbying group to seek a 
means of limiting competition from 
itinerant photographers through 
municipal regulation. In the spring of 
1931 the Southern Oregon Photographers 
Association successfully lobbied the 
Medford City Council to pass an 
emergency ordinance that would impose 
heavy license and bond requirements on 
"so-called fly-by-night" and "coupon 
system" photographers who wanted to 
operate within the city limits. This new 
ordinance was similar to one passed in 
1923 that set a ten-dollar annual license 
fee for local photographers and ten 
dollars per day for transient and non-local 
photographers. This new ordinance, 
however, added a $1,000 bond on 
itinerant and coupon photographers and, 
significantly, included local 
photographers using coupon sales in the 
same category as itinerant photographers. 
This ordinance was passed by the council 
on April 7, 1931. Its avowed purpose was 
to protect the public from being fleeced 
by unscrupulous itinerant photographers. 
Concunent with the passage of this new 
ordinance, a new advertising campaign 
was launched by the association in 

As the decade of the 1920s came to a 
close, Southern Oregon had a number of 
established professional photographers. 
In January of 1929 several of these 
professional men and women met in 
Ashland with the intention of fanning a 
local branch of the Pacific International 
Photographers Association, which had 
recently held its annual convention in the 
Medford Hotel. The following March the 
local photographers, joined now by some 
of the local photo-finishers, met again at 
the Medford Hotel to complete the plans 
to form their own organization, to be 
known as the Southern Oregon 
Photographers Association. The stated 
purpose of the organization was to 
"further co-operation between the Shangle captured this group of surviving Southern Oregon pioneers assembled for the 

dedication of the new Jackson County Courthouse inl932. 
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Medford's newspaper, encouraging 
people to "deal with an ESTABLISHED 
and ETHICAL photographer" and listing 
the members of the Southern Oregon 
Photographers Association. 

The new emergency ordinance had 
another, immediate effect, however, that 
was to generate a great deal of controversy. 
On April 31, 1931, short! y after the 
Photographers ssociation lobbied for the 
ordinance an w photography studio, the 
KennelL-£llis tudio, was opened in 
Med 011 • Un e the other local studios 
which were l ocally owned and 
operated, Ke e -Ellis w chain of six 
studios in the orthW'es, o ed by E.W. 
Eilis and E.E. nnell. The Kennell-Ellis 

· studios advertis their businesses through 
the e of coupons, which made them 
s , b'ect to the stiff licensing and bond 

uirements of the new city ordinance, 
ven though they were not itinerant 
hotographers. Ellis and his local attorney 
hallenged the ordinance, which the city 

council referred back to committee. A 
new bill was introduced out of that 
committee that would have rescinded the 
strict provisions of the original bill but it 
failed in a vote of the city council. 
Association members Alfred Peasley and 
Verne Shangle were on hand at the 
meeting to support the council's decision. 

Faced with this setback in the council 
chambers, Ellis and his attorney, Frank 
Newman, sought redress in circuit 
court, which ultimately mled in their 
favor. In November of 1931 the 
council passed a new ordinance that 
retained the annual ten-dollar 
license fee for all photographers 
practicing within the city limits, 
"putting all on an equal footing," 
and "drawn in accordance with the ' 
recent decision of the circuit 
court." It was never really clear 
whether or not the Southern 
Oregon Photographers 
Association's original lobbying 
was aimed specifically at the 
new chain studio, known to 
utilize coupons as part of its 
advertising, that was planning 
to open up in Medford. In the 

I 

midst of this controversy, Shang1e was 
elected president of the Southern Oregon 
Photographers Association. 

In spite of the considerable skill 
Shangle brought to his work, he 
continued to find ways to improve his art. 
In 1932 he travelled to San Francisco to 
study illumination and portraiture with 
two of the Pacific Coast's leading 
photographers, Ralph Young and Larry 
Morton. New skills acquired during these 
junkets were shared with local high 

school students, who ere welcomed into 
Shangle's studio eaeh ear to learn about 
the business of ph to raphy. In 1936 the 
Shangle Studio in ·oliuced a new 
photography lamy, produ · g a broader, 
more even level of· luminatio,n, "similar 
to the li ht given tHrough a skylig]it." 
ShangleJloped to be able to aevelop an 
ven s ' er version of the light for home 
ortrait use. By tl'iis time Shangle had 

secw:;,ed e services of AI Kroemer as 
photoWphic technician, and Edith 
Wingfi. d as receptionist. 

Long interested in organic gardening, 
the Sh ngles were active with the Natural 

After a quarter century as one 
of Southern Oregon's most active 
photographers, Shangle made the 
decision to retire. Among the national 
awards which Shangle could boast were 
the "Salon Honor" winner in Pacific 
Coast competitions and the production of 
both of the first-place winners in the 
Oregon State division of the 1934 Sears 
National Baby contest. In 1953 Shangle 
sold his studio to Carl Landis, who 
continued to operate for a number of 
years as the ·shangle-Landis Studio. Until 
he could establish himself in his own 
tight as a talented photographer, Landis 

Pilot Harold Sander was in the cockpit and Shangle was 
behind the lens for this aerial view of the Jackson County 
Fairgrounds taken in the late 1920s. The Medford Armory 
stands on the site today. That's South Pacific Highway at 

Shangle sent 
portrait proofs 
for the customer's 
approval before 
making the final 
print. 

soHs#16425 Foods Associates, 
which organization he 

served as Oregon chapter president for a 
number of years. His interest in healthy 
and natural foods also led to his serving 
as director of the Ptice-Pottenger 
Nutrition Foundation. His belief in pure 
and natural foods also led him to chair 
the opposition to the fluoridation of 
Medford's water system in the 1950s. 
Shangle was so successful in this effort 
that to this day Medford's water is 
without fluoride. 

the upper center of the image. 

wanted to ensure that he reaped the 
benefits of his predecessor's reputation. 

When Shangle retired as a photographer 
in 1953, he was only fifty-one years old. 
He turned his energy and drive into new 
fields, which included oil exploration and 
real estate sales. After the successful 
conclusion of this second career, Shangle 
again retired. He died in a local nursing 
home in 1982 at the age of eighty. 

Willam Alley is archivist/historian for the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society. 

Those interested in the Rogue Valley's 
early photographers will have the chance 
to view their work starting in January, 
when the exhibit A Century of 
Photography opens in the History Center. 
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T
he matsutake, an inconspicuous 
mushroom species growing in the 
Cascade and Klamath Mountain 
ranges of Southern Oregon and 

Northern California, connects the cultures 
of Japan and Southeast Asia to those of 
the American Far West. 

The Japanese word matsutake translates 
as pine mushroom. 1 It is one of the many 
mushrooms that quietly shoulder their 
way to the ground surface around the time 
of the first autumn rains. Despite an 
inconspicuous presence, with its cap 
hidden by duff and pine needles, the 
matsutake mushroom has garnered front­
page coverage in West Coast newspapers 
during the 1990s. 

The matsutake has long been 
considered an autumn delicacy in China, 
Korea and Japan. Increasing demand and 
decreasing supplies of the mushroom in 
Asia resulted in prospecting for closely­
related species in the American West. 
During the nineties, the matsutake 
business literally mushroomed from 
western Canada to Northern California. 
Within this vast region a center for 
harvesting mushrooms emerged within a 
circle connecting the small towns of Cave 
Junction and La Pine, Oregon, and 
Weaverville and Happy Camp, California. 
The mushrooms are gathered and sold to 
buyers who air-freight them to Japan, 
where they command prices as high as 
$500 per pound. 2 

The rapid development of commercial 
gathering in the past few years resulted in 
an unrestrained "wild west" atmosphere in 
some of the mushroom camps, as diverse 
peoples assembled to gather the suddenly 
valuable mushrooms. The press likened 
the atmosphere to gold rush camps of the 

12 

FOREST GOLD 

A picker lifts his prize, a matzutake 
mushroom, from the forest duff near 
Chemult. Gatherers often use rakes to 
reveal the fall-fruiting fungi, which 
grow just under the pine needles. 

mid-1800s, with tales of high-stakes 
gambling, drunken brawls, shootings, 
and prostitution. 

While "striking it rich" was always 
a possibility, sober calculation showed that 
most mushroom pickers made little more 
than average day laborers.3 The p1ice for 
mushrooms fluctuated and mushrooms 
varied in abundance through the season 
and from year to year. 

What is the attraction of gathering 
matsutakes? Many people in rural areas 
supplement their incomes by gathering 
and selling a variety of plants that grow in 
the forest. Matsutakes add another source 
of income. Quite a number are attracted 
by the opportunity to work for themselves, 
and by the possibility of making a large 
sum of money in a short time. 

Many commercial matsutake pickers 
are of Southeast Asian descent, originally 
from such countries as Laos and 
Cambodia. Most are refugees of the 
Vietnam War era, currently living in cities 
such as Seattle, Sacramento, and Fresno. 

A mushroom picker shows off a valuable 
harvest of carefully-cleaned matsutakes, 
ready to be sold and shipped to markets 
as far away as Japan. 

By Donn L. Todt and Nan Hannon 

By pooling resources and profits and by 
camping together with friends and family, 
they econmnize and even out the risks 
involved in individual enterprise. In 
contrast to their current urban situation, 
the camps are a reminder of village life. 

Traditionally, Native Americans of the 
Far West avoided most mushrooms as 
food, though the matsutake mushroom 
was esteemed by some tribes. For 
example, the Karuk near Happy Camp, 
have likely been gathering these 
mushrooms for centuries. Though no 
longer important for subsistence, the 
mushrooms are gathered for traditional 
and ceremonial reasons. Individual 
"patches" are handed down through 
generations. Where market gatherers of 
Southeast Asian descent pick near Native 
American communities, tensions 
sometimes develop. Some Native 
Americans are concerned that the 
Southeast Asian newcomers won't take 
care of the resource as they have been 
taught to do. 

In 1998, two events, one biological and 
one economic, upset the patterns of 
mushroom gathering. Throughout the 
region, the pine mushroom crop failed to 
materialize. At nearly the same time, 
Japan entered an economic recession. 
Until the Japanese economy strengthens, 
it is unlikely that the market for 
mushrooms will be as strong as in 
previous years. But in the meantime, 
matsutakes will continue to push to the 
surface with the autumn rain. i 

Ethnobotanist Donn L. Todt and 
anthropologist Nan Hannon garden in 
Ashland. 

END NarES 
1. Wang Yun, Ian R. Hall and Lynley A. Evans, 

"Ectomycorrhizal Fungi with Edible Fruiting 
Bodies," Economic Botany, Volume 51 , No.3 , 
p. 312. 

2. "Pickers Shoot To Be Heard," The Oregonian, 
24 September 1996. 

3. Rebecca T. Richards and Max Creasy, "Ethnic 
Diversity, Resource Values and Ecosystem 
Management: Matsutake Mushroom Harvesting 
in the Klamath Bioregion," Society and Natural 
Resources, Volume 9, p. 370. 
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The Southern Oregon Historical Society has designed this survey to learn more about members' 
and supporters' opinions of the Society and how you use what the Society has to offer. Please help 
us by completing this questionnaire and returning to us before November 1. When you have 
completed the questions, simply detach this page, fold it so the prepaid mailing portion is to the 
outside and tape the edge. Then drop it in the nearest mailbox. We thank you for taking the time to 
assist us in shaping the Society's future. 

History Center 

Research Librmy 

Jacksonville Museum 

Children's Museum 

Beekman House 

Ashland Branch 

Medford History Store (Mall) 

Jacksonville History Store 

3rd St. Artisan Studio (J'ville) 

2. H:ow wolilil you rate the leYel of 
customew service you'V'e receiiVed at 
each location? 

I!J Ne ~ Vnsure 



OCTOBER 1 999 

9. In January, the Society unveiled Southern Oregon Heritage Today. Please describe how 
thoroughly you read the magazine: 

0 I read the entire issue 0 I read most of the articles 0 I read the feature only 0 I do not read it at all. 

10. How would you rate your level of satisfaction with the new format of Southern Oregon 
Heritage Today? 

0 Very satisfied 0 Fairly satisfied 0 Slightly satisfied 0 Unsatisfied 

(please explain)----------------------::---------

11. Have you attended any programs offered by the Southern Oregon Historical Society in 
the past two years? (if no, skip to question 13) 

DYes 0 No 

12. What type of programs interest you most? (check all that apply) 
0 Lectures 0 Hands-on 0 Tours 0 Video/slide presentations 0 Family 0 Other ____ _ 

Please tell us a little about yourself (all information is kept strictly confidential): 

13. Zip Code _____ _ 

14. I have resided in Southern Oregon for: (ifyou do not live in Southern Oregon, skip to question 15): 
0 Less than 5 years 0 5-10 years 0 11-20 years 0 21-30 years 0 31+ years 

15. My age is: 
0 20 years or under 0 21-30 0 31-40 0 41-50 0 51-60 0 61-70 071+ 

16. Are you a member of the Southern Oregon Historical Society? 0 Yes 0 No 
If yes, please indicate membership level: 0 Associate 0 Friends 0 Family 0 Patron 

0 Curator or Business 0 Director 0 Lifetime 

17. Gender: 0 Male 0 Female 

I've got more to say: ________________________________ _ 
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Mildred Mason, Medford *Dr. Henry Olson, Medford 
Donna B. McLanahan, Honolulu, HI 
Mary Moore, Medford 
Sondra J. Rudey, Ashland 
S.O.A.C.C., Talent 
Margaret E . Shaw, Grants Pass 
Harry A. Skerry, Jr., Ashland 
Charlotte T. Tufts, Medford 
Mary M. Wilkinson, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. Wilson, Medford 
Woodburn Public Library, Woodburn 
Thomas G. Wright, Portland 

PIONEER/FRIENDS 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen C . Anderson, 

Medford 
Lu Arant, Medford 
Grace Almstrong, Eagle Point 
Julia P. Bailey, M.D., South 

Pasadena, CA 
Dennis Boren, Eagle Point 
Judith Harmah Boyd, Rodeo, CA 
Barbara Butler Kellenbeck, 

Grants Pass 
Mr. and Mrs. James Collier, 

Shady Cove 
Paul Creel, Talent 
Joan E . Ellis, Medford 
Seely V. Hall, Jr. , Juneau, AK 
Mary I. Hickey, Mt. Shasta, CA 
Lois Hubbard Curtner, Wilsonville 
Melanie Kuhne!, Eureka, CA 
Juanita D. Larimore, Santa Rosa, CA 
James D. Moore and Dawna L. 

Warren, Portland 
J. Richard Morgan, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Don W.T. Neilson, 

Medford 
Richard M. O 'Flyng, Cupertino, CA 
Mavis E. Peters, Jacksonville 
Patricia W. Simpson, Cottage Grove 
Mary Jean Sturdevant, Tacoma, WA 
Charles 0. Swingle, Medford 
Leola R. Symonds, Phoenix 
Billianne Thomas, Medford 
Paulena E.C. Verzeano, Rogue River 
Patricia Watson, Medford 

Kathy Oxford, Central Point 
W. Lael Prock, Mercer Island, WA 
Dr. and Mrs. James K. Sours, Medford 
*Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Thumler, 

Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tonkinson, 

Medford 

PIONEER/FAMILY 
qohn G. Cameron, Whittier, CA 
':'Robe1t M. Carr, Medford 
':'Owen 0 . Hall , Mercer Island, WA 
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Ingram, Medford 
*Claire Colvig Oberon, 

Paso Robles, CA 

PATRON 
':'Carlson Wagonlit Travel, Medford 
The Murrit Davis Family, Eagle Point 
Anne F. Decker, Ashland 
Dr. Robert C. Gerber, Medford 
Hawk Oil Company, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger G. Hewitt, 

Medford 
Carol M. Ingelson, Ashland 
Jackson Co Title/Oregon Title, 

Medford 
Evadyn L. MacLeod, Medford 
Dr. and Mrs. Greg N. Miller, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O'Day, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Reynolds, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Nickolas Soloski, 

San Anselmo, CA 
*Wilma Tashnovian, Medford 

PIONEER/PATRON 
Mrs. O.K. Anderson, Medford 
Joe Beach, Ashland 
Eugene Peart Bennett, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. James Key, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Pruett, Medford 
Isadora I. Ullrich, Orchard Park, NY 
Linda L. Walker Turner, Klamath Falls 

CURATOR 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Darby, Medford 
Letha Sweet, Medford 

*Indicates upgraded 

Members' and 
Donors' Corner 

membership category or monetary 
contribution in addition to membership 
dues for Society programs. 

Donors 
GENERAL COLLECTION 
Rhoda Anderson 
Glennora Jean Arnold 
Donald Becklin, Sr. 
Eugene Bennett 
Frank Chakarun 
Ken Ebert 
Coral Edwards 
Cindy Felix 
Edie Garcia 
Helen Gebhard 
Jay Martin Hamilton 
Pam Hammond 
Karlene Holt 
Jeanne Humphreys 
S.L. "Swede" Johnston 
D.W. and F.A. Linn 
James Wayne Mack 
Je1ry Messinger 
Bruce R. Petty 
Dorothy Rachor 
Pat Smith 
Jack Teeters 
Ben Truwe 
Mrs. George F. Ward 
Donald T. Wilkinson 

EDUCATION COLLECTION 
Donald Becklin, Sr. 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
HANLEY 
Espsilon Chapter of Delta Kappa 

Gamma International 

MEMORIALS 
in memory of Nita Birdseye 

Winifred Birdseye Warner Becker, 
in memory of Michael Swanson 

Marian, Jackie and Tom Bettis 
Leola Faber 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Glenn 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Lewis 
Jo, Steve and Shane Loveland 
Dorothy Pittock 
Patsy Stratton 

Gladys M. Williams, Medford 
IN-KIND GOODS & 

PIONEER/CURATOR SERVICES 
Helen J. Collins, Medford R D. 

1 
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FAMILY 
*Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Bolton, 

Medford 
*Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeSantis, 

San Mateo, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy C . Elmgren, 

Jacksonville 
*Mr. and Mrs. Clifford D. Foster, Sr. , 

Kenmore, WA 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian L. Graunke, 

Medford 
*Mr. and Mrs. Don Haag, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Hamann, Butte Falls 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A Johnson, 

Medford 

. ogue 1sposa ecyc ng, nc. 
Carol Hamlm, Medford " II "' b p · · . va ey vve nntmo 
Dr. and Mrs. Dav1d M. Trask, Medford "' 

PIONEER/BUSINESS 
Norris Shoes, Medford 

DIRECTOR 
J.& D. Travel Enterprises, 

Central Point 

LIFETIME 
*Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz, 

Los Angeles, CA 

SOUTHERN OREGON 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FOUNDATION 
Endowment Fund 
Contributors 
Lois Hubbard Curtner 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Elmgren 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Graunke 
Seely Hall , Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ludlow Harvey 
Mr. and Mrs. Nickolas Soloski 
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Casper Ruch: 
CROSSROADS CAPITAUST 

R
uch: a funny name, 
a wide spot in the 
road in the 
Applegate 
Valley on the 

Jacksonville- Crescent 
City route, now called 
Highway 238. The little 
unincorporated town is 
typical of mid-1800s "one­
store map names" that sprang 
up during the Gold 
Rush-usually named for the person 
who founded them. 

The name Ruch, pronounced "roosh", 
is Swiss, and appears in many cantons of 
Switzerland. To Southern Oregonians 
today, the word denotes a small 
community in the heart of the Applegate 
mining area, whose stony, hard-to-work 
ground Fritz Ruch first encountered when 
he came to mine in the valley more than a 
century ago' . 

Fredolin (Fritz) Ruch (1821-1875) 
immigrated from Switzerland sometime in 
the 1860s. He married another Swiss 
immigrant, Anna, in Iowa and they settled 
in Jackson County around 1870. That year 
the Jackson County census listed five 
Ruch children: Fritz, Katherine, Casper 
(Cap), Elizabeth, and Henry. Another 
child, William, arrived later. 

Fritz settled the family on one John 
Johnson's mining claim up Humbug 
Creek. Apparently the two men mined 
together and records show that in 1875, 
Ruch purchased a half-interest in the 
claim and tools. The day after the 
purchase, Ruch took stlychnine and died. 
The family said that he had been having 
some "spells". Overcome with grief, Anna 
Ruch, drowned herself and four-year-old 
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Casper "Cap" Ruch 

William in a mining 
reservoir. Peter Britt took 
guardianship of the boys 
and the Kasper Kubli 
family raised the girls.2 

Not much is recorded as to 
where Casper Ruch grew up until 

1880. He finished grade school and 
learned blacksmithing. In 1896, "Cap" 

purchased ten acres of land, and built a 
blacksmith shop, a store, and a house at 
the junction of what is now Highway 238 
and Upper Applegate Road.3 

In his shop, he sold supplies including 
tobacco and candy. Across the road, Ruch 
built a smokehouse and sold hams and 
bacon to his neighbors. Business grew 
until he had no time for blacksmithing. 
Seeing the need for a post office, he 
applied, and on May 4, 1897, the Ruch 
Post Office opened with Cap Ruch as 
postmaster.• 

The neighbors talked when the bachelor 
built a nice modem home behind the 
store, but they nodded approval when he 
married Anna Boylan on June 11, 1913.5 
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Originally a blacksmith, Cap Ruch found 
greater prosperity operating a general 
store, smokehouse and post office at what 
is now Ruch. 

Ruch built a large hall, aptly named 
Ruch Hall, where the people danced, voted, 
and held meetings and programs. The 
little community thrived and even grew a 
bit after World War 1.6 

Cap Ruch died of cancer on June 10, 
1930. His wife, Anna, continued to run 
the store and post office until1939. She 
died April1, 1945. Their home still 
stands.7 1 

Connie Fowler is a freelance writer and 
ranches in the Applegate. 

E NDNOTES 

I. From a one-page history of Ruch posted in a local 
cafe. Author unknown. 

2. Marguerite and John Black, 
Ruch and the Upper Applegate 
Valley, Webb Research Group 
(1990), pg.43-52. 

3. 1bid. 

4.1bid. 

S. lbid. 

6.1bid. 

7.1bid 

Cap Ruch built this home, 
still standing, near the 
intersection of Highway 238 
and Upper Applegate Road. 
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