














three decades, as all three sisters
made additions to the landscape.
_ Through their gardening friends
%, and through family visits to
\ nurseries and botanical gardens
in the United States, Canada
\ and Central America, the
\ sisters continuously acquired
] plants. In 1945, Mary
. relocated a greenhouse to the
| farmstead for her orchids.
,/ Martha had a lath house
J' constructed to shelter her
tuberous begonias.” Fitting these
new plants into an already full
landscape became a challenge.
Increased shading and
crowding of flower beds
forced the Hanley
L sisters to relocate
| many older plants
\ that couldn’t
| tolerate the changed
| conditions. They
| created a new rose
' garden area, which
' incorporated the
Y heirloom roses
V" planted by Martha in
¥’ the 1850s, roses planted
S by Alice, and their own
addltlons They filled the shaded
areas with ferns, hellebores,
A azaleas and early bulbs such as
A snowdrops, which leaf out and
, die back before deciduous trees
\ put out their spring leaves and
| steal the light. They probably
| continued to divide and
| replant Alice’s Roman
| hyacinths. Shade-loving
/ penwm.kle (Vinca major),

' perhaps obtained from the
Britts,” was planted as ground
cover for the deeply shaded area

around the springhouse.

Among the Society’s
collection of Hanley
papers is a list in Claire’s
handwriting of plants —
including Latin botanical
names — purchased from
the W.B. Clarke and Co.
Nursery.® This list indicates
Claire’s horticultural
sophistication and hints at
her landscaping strategies.
Even today, many of the
species and varieties listed
are not readily available.
Most of the plants are shade
tolerant; Claire chose
shrubs and small trees that
could adapt to the heavy
coniferous and deciduous
overstory, which had been
expanding over the grounds for
more than a hundred years. Most
of the plants are appropriate for
a naturalistic, woodland planting,
a style well-suited to the
increasingly shaded property.
The choice of plants on the list
also makes it clear that Claire,
like Peter Britt before her, was
willing to experiment with plants
that are marginally hardy in this
area.

Included on this list are
species and varieties of the genus
Magnolia. The majority are
deciduous Asian magnolias and
exemplify the great variety of
East Asian species and newly
hybridized varieties becoming
available not only to botanical
gardens but to discerning
gardeners. With her connections,
Claire could choose trees and
shrubs for The Willows from an
almost unlimited palette of
plants. And like her grandmother,
Martha, she selected
choice specimens.

The rarest tree
from this period is
the dawn redwood
(Metasequoia
glyptostroboides) just
west of the current
driveway. Claire
planted it sometime
after 1948, when this
tree was brought into
cultivation. Until
1941, when living
trees were discovered
in southwestern
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the 1875 Hanley home.

This pink saucer magnolia is one
of several species on the property
planted by Claire Hanley.

China, dawn redwood was only
known from the fossil record and
botanists believed it to be extinct.
In 1947, Harvard’s Arnold
Arboretum mounted an expedition
to China to obtain seeds, which
were then widely distributed to
colleges, universities and
arboreta.” Southern Oregon
College of Education received
seeds that were grown and
distributed as small trees. One
grows on the Southern Oregon
University campus, a couple
grow in the university
neighborhood and one stands in
Lithia Park. The specimen on the
Hanley property is of
approximately the same size as
these original distributions, so it
is possible that Claire, as a noted
plantswoman, received an
original tree as well. It is also
possible that she obtained one
from her nursery friends, since
the trees were propagated readily
from cuttings made from the
original seed-grown specimens.
Conscious of the historical
significance of their property,
the Hanley sisters wanted to
share their heritage with future
generations. Claire assured the
continuation of the tradition of
agricultural and ornamental
experimentation by selling eighty
acres of the farm for use as
Oregon State University’s
Southern Oregon Experiment
Station. Part of the tract, used for
display of ornamentals, became
the Claire Hanley Arboretum.
Established in 1961, it gave
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““residents of Southern Oregon

an opportunity to observe a

variety~of plant materials

* under local conditions.”*
When Mary Hanley died

in 1986, the Society took

over complete management

of The Willows, according

to the Hanley sisters’ wishes.

Today, the Society continues to refine

its management plan for what is now

called the Hanley Farm. The greatest

challenges include landscaping decisions.

A farmhouse and its outbuildings may be

maintained to represent particular historic

periods, but a landscape continues to

evolve.
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Spring brings a blizzard of agnolia
blossoms to the northwest side of the
Hanley home.

These purple and white Roman
hyacinths, among the earliest bulb
plantings at the farm, add welcome color
after winter’s endless months of gray.

i 74| M a b
A recent undertaking at Hanley Farm
was replacement of the Hanley Hooker
Oak, which toppled shortly after Mary’s
death, with another California valley oak.
Planted in the spring of 1995, the young
oak has grown quickly. It promises to
continue the legacy of cherished plantings
at the Hanley Farm into the next
millennium. &

Anthropologist Nan Hannon and
ethnobotanist Donn Todt garden in
Ashland.
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i amid her orchids and other
exotics. At right, in this 1984
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Profiles in
Preservation

Ashland's Railroad District

— PRESERVING THE PAST

By Louise A. Watson
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ever underestimate

the power of the

grassroots movement.

After all, grassroots

activity has changed
maps and society’s attitudes. But in
Ashland, a group of neighbors had
a simpler goal — preserve some homes
from the wrecker’s ball and maintain the
historic character of their neighborhood.
They were successful: Ashland’s Railroad
Addition Historic District was formally
listed May 6, 1999, to the National
Register of Historic Places.

But it didn’t happen overnight.

The 117-acre district itself sprang
up more than 100 years ago, when the
Southern Pacific Railroad subdivided
the area and sold land to its workers. The
District is bounded by Ashland Creek on
the west, Eighth Street on the east, the
railroad tracks on the north, and East Main
Street and Lithia Way on the south.
According to Bill Emerson, district
resident and neighborhood leader, “it was
called the Railroad District Addition and
that is how the name came about.”

The railroad was a significant part of
Ashland’s daily life for more than thirty-
five years. History was made when the
Golden Spike connecting Southern
Pacific’s San Francisco-Portland line was
driven in Ashland on December 17, 1887,
completing tracks around the United
States. But Southern Pacific adopted a
newer, more economic route in 1927,
bypassmg Ashland and causmg the district
to nearly die
| out.? Railroad
| workers and
their families
moved away.
As a result,

{ the district’s

The Ashland Depot, above,
was moved across A Street
and restored in the early
1990s. Haskins Garage, at
right, was constructed in
1908 as the fire engine
house for the the city’s
Hose Company No. 2. It
also contained a jail cell
for holding drunks.
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President Roosevelt S ] 903 Visit to the
Rogue Valley drew a large crowd to the
Railroad District, then in its heyday.

graceful homes of craftsman, Queen Anne,
Gothic, and Italianate architecture entered
a long period of neglect that lasted four
decades.

By the 1970s, Ashland’s Historic
Preservation Committee had been formed
along with the city’s Historic Commission,
still an official municipal department. Four
“historic interest” areas were identified: the
downtown commercial district, the Siskiyou-
Hargadine district, the Skidmore Academy
district, and the Railroad District Addition.?
The city mounted vintage-style signs
identifying these areas above green-and-

white city street signs. The Railroad District,

with all of its charm, was being reborn.

On September 13, 1979, fifty people met
to form the Ashland Railroad District
Neighborhood Association.* The drive to
obtain National Register status had
begun. Definite boundaries for the
district had to be mapped out and
finalized. At first Emerson, a Historic
Commission member, did it alone. Later,
historian George Kramer was hired for
the job. Ashland historian Kay Atwood
drew up an inventory of all district
historic structures, both commercial and
residential. Emerson set up a “phone
tree” to notify all district neighbors of
issues concerning the area.

One of those issues surfaced in the mid-
1980s when neighbors united to protest the
planned installation of a microwave
telephone tower at Sixth and East
| Main streets. It took more than a
year, but the district’s historic
| designation convinced telephone

| company officials to place the
tower elsewhere.
| But the neighbors weren’t done.

According to resident Zelpha
Hutton, when the neighborhood
organization found out thirteen
Southern Pacific-owned lots

were for sale, they envisioned a
park. Citizens worked many long
hours lobbying the city to
purchase and develop the land
for this purpose. They were
rewarded in 1992 when the land
between Sixth and A streets,
near the Golden Spike commemorative
marker, became Railroad Park.’

National Register designation allows
district residents to qualify for fifteen-year
tax “freezes” on a property’s assessed
valuation, if they apply. Historic district
status also means architectural harmony
will be retained in the neighborhood, says
Mark Knox, Ashland associate planner.
“There is value there for the property
owners, which will then turn into value for
the community because of their history,” he
said.* &

Thanks to Railroad District neighbors, the
city purchased surplus lots from Southern

Pacific in 1992 to === ——
build Railroad Ashlands Golden Spike
Park, near the : et
he (G In
Golden Spike e
. (Yn' & C:l’ll rm-'ln T);':rkh
commemorative o The Nurti il

marker.
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Louise A.Watson is a Medford freelance

writer and editor and a volunteer for the

Society.

ENDNOTES:

1. Medford Mail Tribune, 22 February 1999, p. 2;
Ashland Daily Tidings, 14 September 1979;

author’s interview with Bill Emerson, 11 March
1999.

2. City of Ashland Comprehensive Plan, adopted 2
November 1982, pp. I-3 and I-10.

3. Ibid., p. I-14.
4, Emerson interview.

5. Author’s interview with Zelpha Hutton of Ashland,
10 March 1999.

6. Author’s interview with Mark Knox, 19 February
1999.
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Members

New Members

FRIENDS

Rhoda B. Abrahams, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Austin, Grants Pass

Delores Baker, Yreka, CA

Harold Barrett, Medford

Joseph Berto, Shady Cove

Helen Bowman, Medford

Karen Bruff, Jacksonville

Joseph M. Butler, Jacksonville

Mary Lou Clark, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Don Cohoon, White City

Leonie S. Corbeth, Jacksonville

Margaret Croly, Medford

Anne S. Davis, Medford

Steve Decker, Applegate

B.J. Holm Denisch, Towson, MD

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Dye, Gold Hill

Zelda Edmondson, Medford

Eugene L. Edwards, Medford

Helen M. Fields, Grants Pass

Sharon Freeburne, Central Point

Edward S. Gilkey, Eagle Point

Susan Gray, Ashland

Pam Hammond, Ashland

Dorothy E. Haviland, Medford

Jim Hays, Prospect

Lorraine Hays, Talent

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Heikka,
White City

Joanne Johnson, Talent

Beverly Kirkpatrick, Medford

Cindie Kitchin, Cave Junction

Milo Lacy, Medford

H. Reno Lane, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Emie Lathrop, Medford

Alice Lawrence, Medford

Mildred Baird Lawson, Arkansas City, KS

Dr. Virginia Lemon, Ashland

Amy Lepon, Ashland

Betty J. Lindlan, Grants Pass

Regina D. Mainwaring, Jacksonville

Marie H. McCoy, Ashland

Bruce McGarvey, Medford

Heidi Meyer, Medford

Nancy G. Miller, Ashland

Karen Mitchell, Jacksonville

Fern Mix, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Philips, Medford

Edith Rawlings-Hatch, Medford

Rosalyn Rhinehart, Medford

Frank Rinna, Medford

Sabrina Rode, Medford

Karen Roemer, Medford

Mary Delsman Ross, Medford

J.W. Ruff, Livermore, CA

Phyllis Russell, Grants Pass

B.J. Schiavone, Grants Pass

Maxine D. Scott, Ashland

Arden Sleadd, Grants Pass

Evelin Winningham Smith, Phoenix

Lloyd Smith, Grants Pass
Estel Sohler, Ashland

Marge Somerville, Talent
Louise G. Speegle, Medford
Julie Stucki, Medford

Doris Sutherlin, Medford
Bonnie Symmonds, Medford
Frieda Titus, Medford

Joyce Wassum, Medford
Brittany Wolff, Ashland
Frances A. Young, Central Point

PIONEER/FRIENDS
Margaret A. Bartley, Ashland
Rocky Bergman, Eagle Point
Patricia Christlieb, Ashland

Charles Thomas Darneille,
University Place, WA

Jean Frazier, Ashland

Norman Heryford, Weaverville, CA
Mr. and Mrs. Elmo McGraw, Medford
Amy Piel, Grants Pass

Ken Rhee, Ashland

Pam Schiller, Ashland

FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cottle, Ashland
Dr. and Mrs. James Cruickshank, Medford
M. and Mrs. Dan Daniken, Gold Hill
Karma Denton, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Emery, Ashland
Judy Fellows, Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. Les Harper, Gold Hill
Orpha Herbst, Jacksonville

Betty S. Hutto, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Hyatt, Eugene
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Mix, Medford
Mary Jo Mueggler, Ashland

David A. Oas, Ashland

Gatewood G. Smith, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Titus, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. John Wasson, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Welch, Medford

PIONEER/FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Center, Medford
Daryl Farnham, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. ED.Gibb, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. D. Gene Glazier, Medford
Wes Hartley, Ashland

Lorraine Mattos, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Thorpe, Ashland

PATRON

Verne Beebe, Jacksonville

Dr. and Mrs. Steve Bennett, Jacksonville
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Coleman, Medford
R. Kemper Howell, White City

Kay J. Maser, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Minear, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Monroe,
Jacksonville

Carla Morey, Shady Cove

PIONEER/PATRON
Evern Sturdevant, Ashland

BUSINESS

City of Medford, Medford

Valley of the Rogue Bank, Medford
Yergen & Meyer, LLP, Medford

Renewing Members
FRIENDS

‘W.K. Aderman, Central Point

Ann Aines, Bend

Allen County Public Library,
Fort Wayne, IN
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Cyd Bagley, Medford
Mary Bagley, Medford
Dawna Curler & Glenn Berg, Medford

Members’ and
> Donors’ Corner

Dr. and Mrs. Theodore P.
Barss, Medford

*Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Brophy, Medford

M. and Mis. John M. Bergstrom, Medford Margaret Cramer, Medford

Lee P. Bishop, Eugene

Jean Black, Central Point
Robert W. Borden, Redding, CA
Alyce Bottelson, Gold Hill
Nancy J. Bringhurst, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Coulombe,
Central Point

Roger DeShazer, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Dimmock, Ashland
Harriet J. Dorris, Medford

Nellie Dymock, Grants Pass
Mrs. W. G. Garner, Central Point
Lorene Hale, Medford

Elizabeth L. Harris, Ashland
Sharon Heisel, Central Point

Rex Hendricks, Ashland

Jean Zacharisen Kircher, Tigard
Ted Lawson, Roseville, CA

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Pilolla, Medford
Marie Pitcairn, Medford

Geri Read, Medford

John Sack, Jacksonville

Mary J. Sayre, Medford

Betty J. Smith, Medford

Maureen Smith, Gold Hill

JeanY. Teasdale, Medford
Barbara M. Thompson, Medford

PIONEER/FRIENDS

Mrs. Lloyd G. Abrams, Medford
Edwin Hugh Barron, Ventura, CA
Patricia Benson, Clovis, CA

Leeda Bishop, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Brown, Medjford

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Burke,
Jacksonville

Mrs. June Cougle, Grants Pass

Gail Coutts, Hayden, ID

Rikki Cuozzo, Medford

Leota R. Frakes, Ashland

Thelma Lininger, Medford

Cecil Owings, Medford

Billie Hammett Robertson, Lake Oswego

Nancy Nealon Hamilton Samson,
Lake Oswego

Margaret Jory Tracy, Livermore, CA
Ted Wharton, Medford
Virginia Witter, Gresham

FAMILY

*Amy Hanson, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. John Hocker, Cave Junction
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jewett, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Leiberg, Medford
*Marguerite Mullaney, Medford

*Chet Orloff, Portland

*Mr. and Mrs. George Owens, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Rosenberg,
Jacksonvyille

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Watson, Medford

PIONEER/FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Butler, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Cowling, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Jack R. Dumas, Medford
*Elizabeth Manuel, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. John Ross, Madison, WI

PATRON
*Mr. and Mis. Frank R. Alley, Jr., Medford

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Barnum, Sr.,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Barr, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori, Jacksonville
Richard Engeman, Portland

Dr. and Mrs. M. Donald McGeary,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Rowlett, Medford
*Sallie E. Shippen, Ashland

*Beverly Simons Spidel, Tigard

Colleen Tokar, Medford

PIONEER/PATRON

Mike Burton, Portland

*Mr. and Mrs. Michael Enright, Phoenix

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Orr, Cathedral
City, CA

Marlene and Rollie Pean, Coos Bay

Janet Perry Wilkinson, Ashland

BUSINESS

Moss Adams LLP, Medford

Security Insurance Agency, Inc., Medford
*Indicates upgraded membership

category or monetary contribution in
addition to membership dues for Society

Donors

ANNUAL
CONTRIBUTORS FUND
Horton Family Foundation, Medford

EDUCATION COLLECTION
Elizabeth Braislin

Doris Rose Caldwell

Peggyann Hutchinson

Roger Lais

Mrs. Peter Loogman

Margaret Richey

R. Jean Sherwood

GENERAL COLLECTION
William Alley

Elizabeth Braislin

Coral Edwards

Rodney O. Fety

Charles Fletcher

Jackson County Library
Maxine Jameson

Steven Lamb

Mrs. Peter Loogman
Alicia Ruhl MacArthur
Janice Houghton McDade
Dave Moosman

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Marie Callender’s Restaurant & Bakery

IN-KIND GOODS & SERVICES
Rogue Disposal & Recycling, Inc.
Valley Web Printing

SOUTHERN OREGON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FOUNDATION

Endowment Fund Contributors
Ann Aines

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Barnum, Sr.
Robert W. Borden

John M. Cowgill

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Leiberg

Pam Schiller
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The Pioneers

ne hundred years ago,
on June 22, 1899, Jane
Mason McCully slipped
away from this life
after being a wife,
mother, wagon train pioneer, teacher
in her own private school, and
entrepreneur during the mining era of
the Rogue Valley. Jane immigrated to

New York from Scotland in 1831 with her

parents. She had been baptized in the same
old kirk the poet Robert Burns attended, a
fitting beginning for a woman who enjoyed
composing songs and verses.' In Iowa, in
1848, Jane married John Wilmer McCully,
a young medical doctor. They joined a
westward-bound wagon train in 1851.

The McCullys spent their first Oregon
winter in Salem, where Jane taught
school. Excited by the discovery of gold
near Jacksonville, the McCullys drove
their team of horses south. Although the
area was teeming with miners, few at first
were interested in visiting John McCully’s
medical office. Medications were packed
in from Yreka, resulting in long delays.
Jane McCully, unable to find work
teaching as there were no students yet in
Jacksonville, began baking. Her pies, cakes
and bread sold for a dollar apiece and the
miners gobbled up everything she made.’

John McCully’s medical practice grew.
Their first child, James Cluggage
McClully, arrived in 1853. John McCully
began investing in local businesses, and in
his own McCully Hall at 175 S. Oregon
Street, which housed a hardware store
downstairs and an auditorium upstairs. In
1857, Mary Bell McCully was born.
Another daughter, Isadora, was born in
1859. John McCully began construction
of the McCully House in 1861, a grand
affair in the classical revival style.’?
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Jane Mason McCully: -

PIONEER OF EARLY JACKSONVILLE

I\ Dating to 1861, =
N\  the McCully
House
remains a [
prominent |
part of
downtown
Jacksonville.
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McCully Hall once housed a hardware
store and auditorium. It is now known
as the Odd Fellows Hall.

Mortgaged to the hilt, the McCullys
found it difficult to satisfy their debts.
Perhaps the dogged creditors were the
reason John McCully abandoned his
family, never to visit Jacksonville again.
Jane McCully, through the sale of various
assets and careful management of others,
such as an interest in the Eldorado Saloon,
managed to keep the family home. She
opened her doors to Amos Rogers and his
wife to start a boarding house in the
downstairs portion of her home, providing
delicious meals to Jacksonville’s rough-
hewn citizens. She helped with the baking
until she started a private school — Mrs.
McCully’s Female Seminary, later open to
boys, too — in the autumn of 1862. Jane

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY

by Karine Gabrielle

bl

McCully taught basic education, art and
piano to the children of Jacksonville’s
pioneers.

As a member of the Southern Oregon
Pioneer Association, Jane McCully
composed this verse:

“The old Pioneers are all Slipping away
To join that big throng on that joyful day.
Our days are all numbered, our tasks are all done.

We’re all waiting to cross over, One by One.

The heavenly gates are standing ajar,
to welcome the Old Pioneers from afar.”

Today much has changed in this
former mining camp. But Jane McCully’s
tradition of providing lodging and
sumptuous, sought-after meals is
continued by the present owners of the
McCully House Inn. £

Karine Gabrielle is an Ashland
businesswoman and freelance writer.
ENDNOTES:

1. “Jane Mason McCully,” The Table Rock Sentinel,
March 1983, p. 4.

2. Thid., p. 6.

3. Marion Dean Ross and Christopher Owens,
“McCully House,” manuscript for Historic
American Buildings Survey, 1975.
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