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Up-to-date iron stair railings were provided by the Woodbridge Ornamental Iron Co. of Chicago. The
railings were fitted between stainless steel newel posts. The inside stairs, wainscotting and corridor

door casings were all made of Alaska marble, brought down from a Kodiak quarry.

attended the ceremonies at the
courthouse on September 1,
1932, and about 6,000 citizens
toured the new building after the
speeches to admire the marbled
walls and steps, the aluminum
and stainless steel doors, the

limestone and terra cotta ornament,
decided on, apparently, before construction
actually began, made for a sleeker and
more elegant looking building — again in
keeping with the Art Deco tendency
toward “straight line simplicity,” which

is what the planning committee had said

“This building represents the guarantee
of human liberty and human rights
under the American Constitution. The
right of trial by jury, of innocence until

guilty, of individual thought and

that it wanted back in 1930.

The completion of the courthouse in
the late summer of 1932 was an occasion
for celebration and expressions of civic
pride. This is always the case with the
construction of a new county courthouse,
but was especially true during the grim
years of the 1930s. The rhetoric of civic
progress that comes with the opening of
a courthouse is no less sincere because it
is predictable. It is therefore not surprising
that U.S. Senator Frederick Steiwer
would say that the courthouse was a
“magnificent testimonial” to the “courage
and Americanism, in a time of stress, of
Jackson County citizenship.””” Neither is it
surprising that the ceremonial dedication
of the courthouse was the cause of one of
the biggest parades in the history of
Medford. An estimated 5,000 people

wrought iron light fixtures and
the latest in jail technology, which

opportunity, of individual initiative and
endeavor, so long as it does not infringe

The 1932 courthouse still serves as the seat of cou
today, although it no longer houses judges or jail inmates. A
Historic Structures Report now being completed will guide efforts
to renovate the courthouse while preserving its historic integrity.

enabled a reporter to marvel at a
facility that was “secure and at
the same time airy.”*

upon the rights of others.”

— Southern Oregon College Professor I.E. Vining

The dedication ceremony
itself was short by nineteenth-
century standards, though it would
probably try the patience of many today.
There were two main addresses, one by
the Medford National Bank’s Gore — the
man most responsible for the financial
arrangements that made the new
courthouse possible. The meatier speech
was delivered by LE. Vining, a professor
at Southern Oregon College in Ashland.
His talk was full of sentiments predictable
enough in a courthouse dedication
address, but worth recalling in our own,
less civic-minded day.

The phrase
“temple of justice”
is one that was
applied to
innumerable county
courthouses,
especially in the
nineteenth century.
Vining modified this
and spoke of the
courthouse as the
county’s “new
citadel of justice”
before which all
citizens ought to
stand “in reverent
admiration.””

DTy gy

nry government

Perhaps he used this more military term in
reference to the relatively new Art Deco
style of the building — a style that was
also popular among designers of National
Guard armories — or perhaps more
generally in reference to the defensive
nature of society in the face of troubled
times. As Professor Vining reached his
peroration he declared:

“This building represents the guarantee
of human liberty and human rights under
the American Constitution. The right of
trial by jury, of innocence until guilty, of
individual thought and opportunity, of
individual initiative and endeavor, so long
as it does not infringe upon the rights
of others.”

These sentiments go a long way toward
explaining this building — and county
courthouses in general. The courthouse
was an important addition to Medford, not
because it was located on a site with
“ample parking” or because it would
bring specific economic benefits to
Medford rather than Jacksonville, but
because it was Jackson County’s
expression of a fundamental American
belief: the importance of local government.
‘When, a few moments later Professor
Vining turned to the actual building itself,
he continued that “its beauty — its
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The “high tech” cast aluminum entrance
doors of the courthouse are framed by the
modernistic abstracted classical features
of the Art Deco limestone door surround.

' | S A 8 b
The elegant wrought iron lamps
flanking the entrance were considered
"Old English" features when the
courthouse opened in 1932.

substantial character — bespeaks the pride
of citizenship in its construction.” In a day
when American counties all too frequently
have forgotten that architecture can embody
civic pride in a remarkably effective way
- and when some few counties have gone
so far as to abandon courthouses
altogether as, we must suppose, frivolous
and unnecessary expenses, it is worth
recalling these laudatory phrases.

It is also worth remembering, as all the
citizens of Jackson County walk into, or
merely walk by, their courthouse on

Oakdale Avenue, that they are in
continuing contact with their own citadel
of justice; a still beautiful and still
substantial expression of civic pride and
civic participation. £

Dr. Robert Russell, Jr., a former Rogue
Valley resident, is Addlestone Professor
of Architectural History at the College
of Charleston, in Charleston, S.C., where
he is also co-director of the program in
Historic Preservation and Community
Planning.

The simple Art Deco
lines of the courthouse
may look elemental, but
the structure boasts a
rich complement of
architectural details.
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A fierce eagle motif
glares protectively from
a courthouse exterior
corner, as if to guard the
people’s business.
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eservation

by Margaret H. Watson

3-D History: The Stuff of History

hat is historic

preservation?

Well, it depends

upon whom

you ask.
Preservation is much more than
just laws, National Register lists
and tax incentives. Preservation
is both a philosophy and a
technique.

One basic tenet of
preservation philosophy is that
places, things and structures
that remind us of the past do
much more than just help us
build a cultural identity. These
places, things and structures
also hold important physical
evidence — material clues that
help us discover new ways of
looking at the past and seeing
how things once were.

Recent trends in “doing
history”” have included
looking beyond the big
events and big names of
the history books to the
everyday lives and work of
everyday people. Prior to
the nineteenth century, most
everyday folks could neither
read nor write, so the
problem for the historian
was to find evidence of these
people outside the written
record. Historians began to
use methods of inquiry well
known to archaeologists and anthropologists
— the methods of looking at the material a
people created, their material culture.

This means undertaking a fresh
examination of tools, technologies,
workmanship and unspoken ways of doing
things in an effort to reconstruct pieces of
these otherwise unrecorded lives.

This new approach to history is giving
insight into the skills and working lives of
the people who literally built the nation —
the masons, carpenters, surveyors. Applying
this approach, the places and things they
left behind are proving to be as rich a
source as documents in revealing the past.

For example, have you ever looked
closely at a brick building? Next time you
do, remember that there are many ways
to lay bricks, which create patterns called
bonds. The sides of bricks — called
stretchers — and the ends of bricks — called
headers — are laid out in courses. The bond
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Medford’s old federal building, built
in 1915, shows a bold decorative
pattern over the windows.

Even the pattern of brickwork, such as that used on
Medford’s Washington School in 1895, speaks to historians
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vital to understanding how, why
and who worked and lived there.
And technically, in light of this
vital attention to extreme detail,
preservation is different from
restoration and reconstruction.
In short, preservation uses
original materials and methods,
and pays attention to even the
most extreme detail of the
original. Restoration uses the
same or similar materials and
techniques, and reconstruction
starts from scratch but ends in a
product that on the outside looks
the same.

As a result, the National
Register programs, working with
state partnerships, have created
standards to encourage repair
over replacement, and limited
rather than wholesale change.
These standards for
structures are compiled in
a single publication, The
Secretary of Interior’s
Standards of Rehabilitation,
which includes
recommendations on how to
care for everything about a
building from windows to
energy conservation.'
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they create is largely determined by the
structural needs of the wall.

When you look at an old brick wall, you
will notice a combination of headers and
stretchers. But on most new buildings, you
will notice only stretchers creating the
bond. This is called running bond, which is
often used for veneer walls, an indication
that there has been a change in technology
and building techniques. Bonds can also
reveal the worker’s ethnicity. There are
Flemish bonds, English bonds and even
American bonds, all testifying to our
immigrant history.

Knowing that even the pattern of bricks
can reveal historic information such as
ethnicity and workmanship, when one
looks at preserving an entire structure,
every detail becomes important. This is
where the philosophy of preservation
becomes technique. Every length of wood,
every bit of metal, every dimension can be

The 1930 Holly Theater brickwork
shows the Flemish bond pattern,
alternating rows of long

(stretchers) and short (headers).

Is preservation important?
Few would argue that the
Constitution of the United
States is unimportant; it is
the legal foundation of our
government and the philosophical mortar
of the nation. So, too, are the unwritten
documents of our past, our material
inheritance, which contains so much more
than just visual character. The buildings,
spaces and places ever about us are the
“stuff” of history, artifacts worthy of
preservation because they record tools,
technology and ways of doing things from
people who never made the history books.
They are literally the historical foundation
and mortar of our country. £

Margaret H. Watson is the curator of

Hanley Farm for the Southern Oregon

Historical Society.

ENDNOTES

1.The Secretary of Interior’s Standards of
Rehabilitation, W. Brown Morton III, et al. U.S.

Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C.
1992. iv.
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NEW AND RENEWING
MEMBERS FOR APRIL
1999

New Members

FRIENDS
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Bennett,
Eagle Point

Inez Bergman, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Cannady, Medford
James W. Corcoran, Mill Creek, WA
William G. Dye, Medford

Charles K. Eckels, Jr., Jacksonville
Susan Gleason, West Covina, CA
Barbara Haade, Tulent

Dorthy Jones, Myrtle Creek

Wanda Penison, Grants Pass

Mr. and Mrs Don Reep, Rogue River
Carolyn Sharrock, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Stancel, Medford
Christine Stole, Medford

Opal M. Tice, Grants Pass

Jean Whalen, Medford

PIONEER/FRIENDS
G.W. Dews, Esq., Santa Cruz, CA

Paul Fairclo, Klamath Falls

FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Chesney,
Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. James Dow, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. R.L. Larson, Medford
Mrs. Joe E. Mussack, Talent

Jill Price, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Foster, Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ghidinelli, Ashland

PATRON
Jacksonville Booster Club,
Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. James Kuntz, Medford
Nick Moon, Jacksonville

PIONEER/PATRON
Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Walker, Keizer

Renewing Members

FRIENDS
Anne T. Anderson, Medford

Eva Andrews, Medford
Jean Ayers, Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Bennett,
Hermiston

Robert B. Bowin, Bakersfield, CA
Martha Bustard, Medford

Dana H. Collins, Medford
Bernice Curler, Central Point
Mrs. L. Dean DeVore, Medford
Margaret M. Edwards, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Elias,
Kensington, CA

Kathy Everitt, Shady Cove

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Gates, Talent
Claudia Gillispie, Renton, WA
Cynthia Guthrie, Phoenix

Merle Harper, Trail

Mary Lou Henson, Medford
Gertrude Hess, Ashland

John R. Hilliard, Rogue River
Hans Jensen, Shady Cove

Ruth H. Jewett, Medford

William F. Johnston, Phoenix
Yvonne Kitchen, Talent

Elsie V. Lacey, Central Point
Medford Mail Tribune-Newsroom
Kathleen Olsen, Medford

Phoenix Chamber of Commerce,
Phoenix

Shiena Polehn, Medford
Mildred L. Randles, Ashland
'W. Harold Reichstein, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Richter,
Medford

Hayes Rossman, Medford
Florence Schultz, Phoenix
Vera E. Sherman, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Siepel,
Santa Fe, NM

Gordon Solie, Portland
Joeanne R. Sorensen, Medford
James Trecker, Park Ridge, IL
Mrs. G. C. Wales, Yreka, CA

PIONEER/FRIENDS
Clifford D. Bailey, Central Point

Willard Bowdoin, Grants Pass

Polly Ora Boyd, Springfield

Hannah N. Dalton, Medford

Lawrence R. Fick, Forest Grove

Marie E. Ford, Talent

Robert W. Hale, Medford

Glenn Harrison, Albany

Dr. Harlow Z. Head, Wilson, NC

Ron Jones, Grants Pass

Nell Lewis, Ashland

Betty Applegate Meiling, Lake
Oswego

Virginia Moore, Eugene

Gregory Moys, Grants Pass

Miss Dorothy M. Mumford,
Annapolis, MD

Viola L. Purrier, Rogue River
Kennth Reeder, Medford
Betty C. Wheat, Ashland

Helen Harnish Wolgamott,
Eagle Point

FAMILY
*Ruth Acord, Medford

*Hazel F. Bales, Phoenix

*Mr. and Mrs. Julian Battaile, Ashland

*Pauline Dickey, Medford
*Mr. and Mrs.
*Mr. and Mrs.

*Mr. and Mrs.
Jacksonville

*Mr. and Mrs.

Donald Lash,

Patricia Sehnert, Ashland

Mr. and Mrs. William Shrader,
Medford

*Mr. and Mrs. Randy Smith, Ashland

*Mr. and Mrs. Jack Walker, Phoenix

*Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wisely, Beaverton

PIONEER/FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. William Duhaime,
Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Gambee,
Medford

Wesley V. and Mary E. Hoxie,
Ashland

Dr. and Mrs. Gary Ingram, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kirkman,
Ashland

*Elizabeth M. Parsons, Seattle, WA
*Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stark, Medford

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Thornton,
Ashland

PATRON
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Barnum,
Florence

Mr. and Mrs. E.L. Chamberlain,
Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Brennan,
Jacksonville

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Capsey, Medford
William M. Dickey, Portland

Yvonne Earnest, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. Ron Mayerle, Medford
Evelyn Newland, Medford

Dr. and Mrs. Peter Noyes, Medford
Gregory L. Phillips, Ashland

Michael Smith and Nora Leestma,
Gold Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L.
Stark, San Marcos, CA

Elizabeth Udall, Gold Hill

Dr. and Mrs. Darrell Weinman,
Central Point

PIONEER/PATRON

Edmund Dews, Ashland

Margery Goodman, Medford

*Carolyn Harris, Central Point

Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Herndobler,
Ashland

Jeraldyn Jerome, Medford

*Rosemary Johannson, Medford

Zelia Zigler VonTress,
Bloomington, IN

CURATOR
Mr. and Mrs. Reeve Hennion,
Jacksonville

Dr. and Mrs. James F. Patterson,
Medford

PIONEER/CURATOR
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry McGrew,
Jacksonville

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Smith, Medford

DIRECTOR
Barbara P. Johnson, Medford

PIONEER/DIRECTOR
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Medford

*Indicates upgraded membership
category or monetary contribution in
addition to membership dues for
Society programs.

Robert L. Dill, Medford
Radley Hyde, Medford

Ted Mularz, Ashland
Mr. and Mrs. Chet Orloff, Portland

Donors

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS
FUND 1998/99

Bernie and Shirley Croucher
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Elias
Ernie and Marie Lathrop

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Likins
Jerry and Nancy McGrew

MEMORIALS

in memory of Robert Linder
George and Janet Tyrrell

in memory of Charles A. Sweet
Norman and Ellen Oldson
Susan Cox-Smith

in memory of Janice Houghton
Mr. and Mrs. James Shinn
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stuart

in memory of Frances Neil Vawter
Bacigalupi family

EDUCATION COLLECTION

Russell E. Grimm

GENERAL COLLECTION

Connie Battaile

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd H. Selby, Medford Mahlon Dewey Talent

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY

IN-KIND GOODS &

SERVICES
Rogue Disposal & Recycling, Inc.

Valley Web Printing
Jacksonville Barber Shop

SOUTHERN OREGON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FOUNDATION

Endowment Fund
Contributors

Hannah Dalton

Amelia Chamberlain
Edmund Dews

Gregory Moys

W.H. Reichstein

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Selby
James Trecker

Circles of Giving

Dr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori
Lana McGraw Boldt
Marjorie Overland

Lawson Inada
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A Rendezvous with the Future

by William Alley

ot all of Southern Oregon’s

pioneers are of the ox wagon and

homesteading variety. Our region

can also boast its share of innovative

pioneers, those who broke new
ground in the development of new commercial or
agricultural products or processes. One such
pioneer was C. C. Hoover, whose work with
grass seed development and, after his retirement,
with tree planting, earned him a national
reputation for innovation.

Charles Curran Hoover was born in Grants
Pass on March 29, 1890, two months before his
family settled in the emerging new town of
Medford, where Hoover’s father established a
nursery business. After the senior Hoover’s death
in 1912, C.C. assumed control of the family
nursery, which had an inventory in excess of
225,000 trees. The following year he married
Elsie Wallace.

With the passing of the orchard boom, Hoover
expanded his agricultural interests
into farming and established one of
the first commercial dairies in
Southern Oregon.

During the decade of the 1920s,
Hoover took an interest in some of
the wild grasses found in the valley
and began experimenting with
1§ them, testing their qualities as

forage grasses. In mid-decade he
| came across a mysterious variety of
grass at the Willows, the Hanley
farm near Jacksonville. Hoover
| began to cultivate this grass, which
was identified as Poa bulbosa, a
winter bluegrass that was especially
well suited to Southern Oregon’s
climate. As the decade came to a

Thousands will remember Hoover as the man
who gave them tree seedlings when they were
Southern Oregon school students.
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close, Hoover had
developed a national
reputation as an expert
on forage grasses.
Hoover continued to
operate his farms until
after the conclusion of World War II. At that
time he decided to retire and turned the business
over to his sons. Most would have been content
to settle back after a lifetime of achievement, but
not Hoover. He began experiments with tree
planting at this time that would soon develop
into the venture for which Hoover is most
remembered.
In 1959 Hoover handed a small seedling to
a young girl, telling her “This tree is your very
own, forever. Plant it and care for it and someday,
when you get to be an old cowpoke like me,
you’ll come back to this beautiful valley and look
up at a big tree and you’ll remember the day you
planted it, and you will know it is your very own.”
Hoover’s experiments in tree planting near
White City had led him to embrace a program
to provide a free tree to every school-aged child
in Southern Oregon. By the time Hoover was
done, one million trees had been distributed, free
of charge.
- For his lifetime of innovation in agriculture,
Hoover received much recognition, but his
legacy was perhaps best noted by Medford
Superintendent of Schools E. H. Hedrick. In
thanking Hoover for his work providing
schoolchildren with trees, Hedrick noted, “For
perhaps the first time in their lives, many of these
boys and girls have become the possessors of
living things for which they are responsible, and
for which they are permitted to care and serve; to
labor for and await fruition. It is their first
commitment to a rendezvous with the future.” &

William Alley is the Southern Oregon Historical
Society historian and archivist.
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Nurseryman,
dairyman and
farmer;, C. C.
Hoover also
was an expert
on forage
grasses.
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