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done me little or no good. Now, if I 
dressed natural, like other business and 
professional men, no stranger or 
newcomer to town would know who I am, 
or what I do. But with these fancy duds, 
the minute a stranger spots me he 
becomes curious and inquires 'Just who is 

that gentleman in the 
stovepipe hat?' No one 
answers 'That's Mr. 
Mackey.' Oh no! They 
always say, 'Why that's Mr. 
Mackey, the photographer.' 
See what I mean? Free 
mouth-to-mouth 
advertising from 
all the best mouths in the 
valley ... and it doesn't 
cost a stinkin' dime."8 

Even toward the end 
of his career as a 
photographer, Mackey 
maintained his colorful and 
distinctive garb, although 
not to the degree he did in 

�~� the earlier years. In 1920 
:f! Arthur Perry noted in the 

�·�~ �~ �~�" �&�;�.�.�.�- �~� Medford Mail Tribune that 

has no time to keep his silk hat slicked up 
properly." Three years later it was 
reported, somewhat tongue in cheek, that 
Mackey had begun to slip a bit in his 
adherence to his own personal dress code, 
venturing out on occasion in a common 
fedora and plain coat, "until life long 
friends began to coldly pass him by 
thinking that another stranger 
had come to town." Soon, 
however, the paper was 
able to report that 
Mackey was 
again 

"resplendent 
on the 
streets 
with his 
sylph-like form 
encased in a 
charming new Prince 
Albert coat and topped 
with his almost omnipresent 
silk hat." 9 

Dming the rnid-1920s Mackey 

Mackey's old glass and skylight studio, in the rear of the Mackey had been so busy 

made the decision to retire from 
photography. Medford by that time had 
a number of new photographers and the 
competition for business was stiff. For 
more than thirty years Mackey was 

10 

Hamlin building, can be seen in this photograph taken plying his trade that "he 
during a Fourth of July parade (year unknown). 
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perhaps Medford's most colorful and 
prolific practitioner of the photographic 
arts. He had been around so long that the 
newspaper once described him as the man 
"whose first photographs taken in 
Medford were found recently in King 

Tut's tomb in Egypt." By 1927 Mackey 
was out of the studio and well 

established in the insurance 
business. Mackey continued 

to sell insurance until his 
death in 1935.10 

Today, many 
examples of 

Mackey's 
work are 
preserved 

in the 
Southern 

Oregon Historical 
Society's collection 

and doubtless among the 
personal collections of many 

of Southern Oregon's older 
families. As a photographer, 

Mackey is described as "an excellent 
craftsman, showing considerable skill in 

portrait lighting, retouching and print 
processing." As an endming legacy he left 
behind invaluable photographic 
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documentation of Medford's early 
residents and formative years. ''l 

William Alley, Southern Oregon 
Historical Society historian and 
archivist, is a frequent contributor 
to Society publications. 
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SOUTHERN OREGON 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 

As the next century approaches, the 
world has begun to reflect on the 
accomplishments and challenges of 
the last 100 years. Without written 
history, reflections on the past would 
not be possible. However, it isn'tjust 
every 100 years that history matters. 
History always matters! 

Closer to home, since 1946 the Southern 
Oregon Historical Society has reflected on 
the accomplishments and challenges of the 
past. The Society's efforts have focused on 
preserving and celebrating the legacy of 
Southern Oregon, because history always 
matters. Join us in celebrating the past 
twelve months as we take a look back 
at fiscal year 1997/98. 

EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMMING & EXHIBITS 

Much of the programming and exhibitions 
for the year centered on The Whole Cloth 
Project. Workshops and exhibits by the 
Society celebrated a year of fiber aJ.ts with 
museums and galleries throughout Southern 
Oregon. The Society was a recipient of the 
"Best Collaborative Effmt" award for its 
dedication to the project. 

In partnership with the Rogue Valley Mall, 
the Society conducted six special programs at 
the Mall that gave families the chance to 
enjoy crafts and learning together, celebrating 
faJ.nily genealogy, Valentine's Day, May Day 
and the Good 'ol Summertime. 

Living history character C. C. Beekman helps 
make Family Fun Day special at 
the Jacksonville Museum. 
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The new HO-scale model train pulled into 
the Children's Museum in March. 

The Exhibits Department managed 
the development of the new HO-scale 
model train exhibit, "The Rogue River 
Valley and the Railroad: 1911," at the 
Children's Museum. Several sections of 
the museum were also remodeled. The 
History Center took on a new look with 
a window exhibit reflecting a depaJ.tment 
store theme along with space for show­
casing the collections and work of Jackson 
County's historical organizations. 

Attendance at Society prograJ.ns and 
exhibits totaled more than 360,000. 

PUBLICATIONS 
The Publications Department was honored 

with an Apex 1998 Award of Excellence for 
graphic design, editorial content and 
communications excellence for the quarterly 
magazine Southern Oregon Heritage. Work 
began on a plan to return the magazine to the 
benefit package of all Society members. The 
Society's Board of Tmstees approved a new 
version of the magazine, Southern Oregon 
Heritage Today, to be published monthly 
and delivered to all Society-supporting 
and associate members. The new monthly 
magazine will incorporate the monthly 
newsletter, ArtiFACTS, yet will remain 
true to the award-winning qualities of 
the quarterly magazine. 

The youth newsletter, Hooked on History, 
will become a quarterly eight-page newsletter. 
The newsletter will explore Southern 
Oregon's history in a new and exciting 
format that will include stories, crafts and 
activities to do at home, and a calendar 
of upcoming youth workshops. 

Those interested in Ashland's rich history 
welcomed the publication of The Spirit of 
Ashland, a walking tour brochure produced 
by the Society in June. 

Unique educational opportunities are being plann 

FACILITIES & SITES 
The Society continued to manage and 

maintain ten county-owned properties in 
addition to the Society-owned History Center 
and Hanley FaJ.m. Major projects included 
the Children's Museum renovation, made 
possible by a grant from the Cheney 
Foundation. Upgrades included a la~.·ger 
reception a~.·ea and renovation of the public 
restrooms. The U.S. Hotel was upgraded 
to Americans with Disabilities Act standards 
with the installation of a chairlift. ADA 
work also began at the Beekman 
House. 

During the yea~.·, the 
Society began searching 
for a location 
in Ashland. Va~.ious 
meetings with the 
Society boa~.·d, city 
officials and 
community residents 
helped to outline the 
Society's future in Ashland, 
which will include exhibits, 
programs and retail sales. 

The master plan was completed for the 
Hanley Farm, outlining the vision for this 
historic agricultural prope1ty: to serve as an 
educational and interactive center for the 
public while encouraging further exploration 
of the farm's natural, cultural, and material 
resources. 
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·the future at Hanley Farm. 

Zoning limitations on permitted activities at 
the farm are cunently being considered and 
reviewed. A capital campaign for raising 
funds to complete the necessary infrastructure 
upgrades will begin in the near future. 

ARTIFACT COLLECTIONS & 
RESEARCH LIBRARY 

The Collections Department worked 
to identify areas where the Society 's 

collections could be used and 
exhibited in new and innovative 

ways. The staff began taking 
steps to improve 

accessibility to the 
collections while 
ensming their 
condition, utility 

and secmity in 
accordance with 
professional practices. 
The Research 

Library embarked on two new 
projects drawing heavily from its 

extensive collections. The first 
project was the reproduction of a 1910 map 

of Jackson County which was made 
available for sale to the public. The success 
of the map project made it possible to begin 
identifying more maps for reproduction. The 
second large-scale project was a new 
collaboration with Southern Oregon Public 

Television to begin production of the video 
documentary, "An Air Minded City." 

The dream of computer-cataloging the 
Society's photographic archives was made 
possible with a Meyer Memorial Trust 
Small Grant Award. The grant allowed the 
Society to upgrade equipment to begin 
the cataloging project. 

VOLUNTEERS, SUPPORT 
ORGANIZATIONS & 
PARTNERSHIPS 

During the last fiscal year, 323 volunteers 
donated more than 14,603 hours to the 
Society, reflecting a 25 percent increase in 
donated hours over the previous year. The 
volunteer program provided the structure 
through which community residents became 
active pmticipants in helping the Society 
provide programs and services. One such 
program that relied almost entirely on 
volunteers was the Oral History program. 
The Beekman Living History program and 
Children's Heritage Fair were two more 
important programs suppmted by a strong 
volunteer force. 

The Southern Oregon Historical Society 
Foundation and the Society's Board of 
Trustees are additional support groups 
consisting of volunteers. The Southern 
Oregon Historical Society Foundation 
instituted the first year of the Circles of 
Giving program, developed as an annual 
giving campaign designed to provide long­
term monetary support to the Society. The 
Bom·d of Trustees began work with Society 
staff to develop a Strategic Long Range 
Plan to help guide the Society through 
the next five years while preparing for 
the challenges ahead. 

The Jacksonville Museum Quitters and the 
Gold Diggers' Guild have provided volunteer 
and monetary suppmt for many special 
activities. The Quilters contributed proceeds 
from their annual quilt show for U.S. Hotel 
upgrades. The Gold Diggers provided major 
funding support for the Children's Museum's 
new train exhibit. 

New partnerships were developed with 
several outside organizations that helped the 
Society continue to further its mission. These 
organizations include KSYS, KTVL-TVlO, 
the Rogue Valley Handweavers and Spinners 
guilds, Southern Oregon Antiques and 
Collectibles Club, Rogue Valley Mall, Rogue 
Valley Cloth Doll Club, Southern Oregon 
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Stitchers and Southern Oregon Women's 
Access to Credit. 

MEMBERSHIP 
In an effmt to continue to provide the best 

value to its 1,400 supporting members and 
5,000 associate members, the Society 
evaluated its current membership packages, 
comments received from present and past 
members, as well as membership programs 
from m·ound the country. By the end of the 
fiscal year, the Bom·d approved a new 
package designed to offer the most value 
to its suppmting members while providing 
financial support to the Society. 

HISTORY STORES 
In October 1997, the History Store in the 

History Center made a bold move to the 
Rogue Valley Mall. Since then, sales have 
increased and the store has brought added 
community recognition for the Society. The 
store features history-related merchandise, 
but also displays "mystery objects" from the 
Society's artifact collection along with copies 
of photographs from the Society's m·chives. 

The Jacksonville History Store and Third 
Street Crafts Gallery continued to offer a 
unique blend of traditional crafted items 
relating to the Society 's mission. 
Demonstrations, including weaving and 
pottery throwing, were provided in the 
gallery's studios. 

Artists demonstrate traditional craft 
methods at the Third Street Crafts Gallery. 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
Efforts continued throughout the fiscal 

year to cement the relationship of all Jackson 
County historical organizations. Eleven 
groups came together and formed the Jackson 
County History Museum Association. The 
association shares information and artifacts, 
as well as assisting Jackson County in 
fulfilling its goals relating to history, 
education, and historic preservation. lit 
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F 
irst welcomed into the American 
landscape two centmies ago, a tree 

popularly associated with Chinese 
mrnigrants still flourishes in pockets 

around the Rogue Valley - when 
public works crews don't cut it down. 

Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima) 
aggressively colonizes disturbed and 
challenging locations. In fifteen years, an 
Ailanthus seedling can grow to thirty feet in 
height and four feet in circumference, 
providing beauty, shade and good, 
hardwood fuel. These virtues prompted the 
Chinese to name it "Heaven tree," and plant 
it near Buddhist temples.' Tolerant of 
drought, desiccating winds, pollution and 
poor soils, Ailanthus suckers, self-seeds and 
stump-sprouts when cut down. The 
toughness of this tree prompted Betty Smith 
to use it as a symbol of human resilience in 
her best-selling 1943 novel, "A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn." 

Gardeners introduced the Chinese native 
to the United States in 1789. Hmticulturists 
and city planners quickly recognized its 
utility as a street tree, praising it as tough, 
insect-resistant and attractive. It became one 
of the most common street trees in eastern 
cities, as well as a popular landscape 
planting in the expanding nation.> 

In the West, Oregonians and Californians 
chose tree-of-heaven for home and street 
plantings because its rapid growth helped 
transform raw yards and new town centers 
into established landscapes. Its drought 
tolerance also allowed it to flourish despite 
the West's dry summers. 

As plantings matured, however, people 
discovered that the male flowers had a 
repellent odor and that the pollen could 
trigger hay fever. Some people cut the trees 
down, only to find the original tree replaced 
within a year by vigorous clumps of ten­
foot stump sprouts, and that the winged 
seeds of the parent tree had produced 
hundreds of seedlings capable of growing to 
four feet in two years.3 Ailanthus acquired a 
reputation as a "weed tree." 

by Nan Hannon and Donn L. Todt 

A tree-of-heaven graces the historic 
Chinese Joss House at Weaverville, CA. 

At the same time, ugly prejudice against 
new immigrants was growing in the United 
States, and the notion that "native was 
better" extended to plants. In August of 
1852, even as Chinese immigrants were 
playing a pivotal role in the development of 
today's West Coast, garden experts vilified 
Ailanthus for its Asian origins. Horticulturist 
Andrew Jackson Downing described tree-of­
heaven as a "usurper . . . which has come 
over to this land of liberty under the garb of 
utility, to make foul the air with its pestilent 
breath and devour the soil with its inter­
meddling roots." He pronounced it to have 
the "treacherous hea.tt of the Asiatics."4 

Several states and the District of 
Columbia actually passed legislative bans 
on Ailanthus in reaction to claims that the 
pollen not only caused hay fever but a host 
of serious ailments, including tuberculosis.' 
Ailanthus is unlawful to plant in the city of 
Medford, but only because it is unfriendly 
to curbs, sidewalks and utility rights of way. 

Ailanthus still had its fans, but by the 
1920s American nurseries had dropped it 
from stock. For most of this century, the 
tree-of-heaven has spread on its own, 
expanding into disturbed and neglected 
areas. In the West, the trees are often found 
in the oldest parts of a town, descended 
from a few ancestors planted for their 
beauty and toughness. 

A tree-of-heaven over a century old 
stands near the entrance to Ashland's Lithia 

Pa.t"k. In 1989, Ashland residents voted it the 
tree of the year. Local folklore that the tree 
was planted by the Chinese cook of pioneer 
Abel Helman is untrue,6 but the belief does 
underscore the popula.t· recognition of the 

~ tree's Asian migins. Ailanthus trees dot 
.J Ashland's historic districts, sprout from the 
~ asphalt of West Medford parking lots, shade 
~ Jacksonville alleys, and are a dominant 
~ roadside tree along Highway 99 around 

Phoenix and along the south side of 
Jacksonville Highway near Hanley Road. 
Trees-of-heaven ring the old railroad depot 
in Medford, probably descendants of the 
venerable Ailanthus on Front Street. 

To contemplate Ailanthus in a more 
tranquil setting, visit Tree-of-Heaven 
Campground along the Klamath River. Take 
I-5 across the California border. Past 
Hornbrook, tum off on Highway 96. Within 
five miles you will arrive at this shady 
recreation a.t·ea. 

In an even more peaceful and appropriate 
setting, a tree-of-heaven grows at the temple 
built by Chinese miners in Weaverville, 
west of Redding. The Northern California 
gold rush town sprang up at the same time 
as Jacksonville. Both towns owe much to 
their early Chinese communities, which 
called Ailanthus "Heaven tree." I 

Anthropologist Nan Hannon serves as 
education coordinator for the Mail 
Tribune. Ethnobotanist Donn L. Todt is 
horticulturist for the City of Ashland. 
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down, he went to work 
as a trader and packer on 
the supply route between 
Jacksonville and Crescent 
City. He was joined in 

·==~~;;;:;:;.;..:~~~::;;;::::;;;::~~ this enterprise by two 
::; Kaspar Kubli fellow immigrants 

- From a transcription of a letter from 
Heinrich Kubli, written to his son Kaspar in 

November of 1856 from Netstal, Canton 
Glarus, Switzerland. Southern Oregon 

Historical Society. 

n1y half of Kaspar Kubli 's 
story is here in Oregon. The 
content of the letters Kaspar 

wrote to his family in Switzerland can 
only be inferred from the letters the Kubli 
family wrote back to their prodigal son, 
who set out to make his fortune in 
America in 1852. 

Kaspar Kubli, for whom Kubli Road 
near the town of Applegate is named, 
arrived in New Orleans by ship in 1853, 
crossed the Great Plains by wagon train, 
and arrived in Jacksonville on October 1, 
1853, shortly after his twenty-third 
birthday. On the trip, the young man fell 
in with Daniel Newcomb, the leader of 
the wagon train and the father of Elinore 
Jane Newcomb, who was to become 
Kubli's wife in 1857. 

Following the lead of many young male 
immigrants, Kubli tried his hand at 
mining, working the diggings of Jackson 
Creek during the winter of 1853-54 and 
again the following year. Apparently, he 
didn't strike it rich. But intending to settle 
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from Switzerland, Viet Schutz and 
Peter Britt, both known to the Kubli 
family back home. 

Leading pack trains of mules laden 
with supplies over the mountainous 
trail from the coastal port to the mining 
camps was a difficult and dangerous 
task, but the trading venture must have 
been profitable, for it enabled Kubli to 
purchase land and begin another venture 
as a stockman and merchant on the 
Applegate River with a new partner, 
John Bolt. 

Kubli and Bolt founded a store and 
trading post on the old Applegate trading 
road between Jackson and Josephine 
counties. It was here that Kubli built 
a ranch house, store and mill - a place to 
bring his growing family. And it was here 
that the family endured the hardships of 
pioneer life in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century. 

Elinore Jane Kubli must have been a 
remarkable woman, every bit as steadfast 
and brave as the redoubtable Kaspar. She 
was the mother of seven children and the 
keeper of the farm located far from the 
comforts and security of town. Tragedy 
was never far off. The Kubli family lost 
two daughters to fever in 1871. Francis 
was only nine and Manerva ten. 

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE TODAY 

Kaspar Kubli left a record of pioneer 
achievement. He was postmaster of the 
Applegate district from 1868 through 
1872, with the post office located at 
the Kubli and Bolt store. During his 
early years, he managed to save $1,000 
to send home to his family in Switzerland 
and to provide funds for his brother Jacob 
to immigrate to Oregon, where he joined 
Kaspar at the ranch just north of Missouri 
Flats. Jacob Kubli was cut from the same 
cloth as Kaspar. The Kubli postal district 
was named for Jacob, and Jacob's son 
Kaspar J. Kubli was postmaster from 
1891 to 1907, when the post office closed. 

In 1872, Kaspar and Elinore moved 
back to Jacksonville, where Kaspar 
prospered in the hardware business. 
By the time of his death in 1897, he 
had gained recognition for both his 
courage and humanity. Elinore lived to 
see one of her sons, Kaspar K. Kubli, 
become a state legislator and speaker 
of the Oregon House. t 

David Sundstrand, a new 
contributor to Southern 
Oregon Heritage Today, is 
the author of scholarly 
articles ranging from 
literary history to 
contemporary book 
reviews. He teaches 
philosophy and humanities 
for Rogue Community 
College in Jackson and 
Josephine counties. 
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