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Lithia Park Auto Court ca 1940 

by Stephen Mark 

I
n the mid-1800s, roads and 
water routes were the two 
ways of transporting goods 

and travelers during the Euro-American 
settlement of the Pacific Northwest. Hotels, in 
the modem sense of the word, developed as the 
accompaniment to the convenient transportation 
systems represented by the railroads. As the 
number of cars increased in the Pacific North­
west after 1905, so, too, did the need for acco­
modations for auto enthusiasts. The first half of 
this century saw the lise and fall of auto camps. 
Today, lacking protection from the National 
RegisterofHistoric Places, these historic sites are 
rapidly disappearing. 

The auto camping fad peaked between 
1915 and 1922. Spurred, in part, by the fear 
of breaking down on poor roads, possibly 
miles from any town with a hotel, travelers 
began outfitting their vehicles with camping 
equipment. Some automobile owners viewed 
themselves as pioneers and reveled in their 
ability to camp on the outskirts of towns, or 
anywhere along the road. Camping was also 
inexpensive, and many vacation destinations 
offered no other type of accommodation. 

The early auto campers often avoided 
hotels, even though most could easily afford the 
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Although the private camps had started renting tent space, their proprietors soon real­
ized that cabins with a few amenities attracted customers. Merrick's Auto Camp in 
Medford. ca 1930 

Folding beds, such as this one 
on display at the History 
Center, were easy to travel 
with. ca 1920 

rates. By camping, the auto "gypsy" did not have 
to make reservations, or eat at the times set by the 
hotel dining rooms. He did not have to tip, nor 
explain his sometimes disheveled appearance 
after a day on the road to a clerk in a hotel lobby. 
In camping there was room for a toulist's family, 
easy access to his vehicle (most hotels did not 
have their own parking until after World War II), 
info1mality, and fresh air.I 

Even before the Pacific Highway opened in 
1913 as a route connecting cities located in the 
region's western interior valleys, auto camping 
had been done on a short-term basis in many 
towns. Campers in Ashland were allowed to 
occupy the city park for a couple of weeks each 
summer for the Chautauqua festivities. By 1910, 
auto campers were the natural successors to the 
earlier attendees brought to town by wagon.2 

Problems associated with unrestricted 
camping justified the establishment and 
subsidization of free municipal auto camps. 
The first official municipal camp in the United 
States appeared in Douglas, Arizona, in 
1913.3 Within two years, several cities in the 
Pacific Northwest wanted to cash in on the 
number of affluent auto tourists passing 
through their communities. Boosters looked 

to the town's park board to situate an auto 
camp in a centrally located city park. They 
reasoned that this would attract toulists to down­
town stores and allow the town to advertise itself 
as one which embraced progress.4 

Grants Pass and Ashland preceded larger 
cities in the region by opening municipal auto 
camps in 1915. Grants Pass was first to open its 
auto camp. The city made use of Riverside Park, 
an area opened in 1910, to provide public access 
to the Rogue River. A park fund was initiated in 
1914 so that an automobile entrance and an 
adjoining campground could be constructed. 
The latter was built in 1915: 

... on the river bank east of the park and all 
camp conveniences were provided to make 
the stop of this class of toulists in Grants 
Pass as pleasant as possible. The town, 
already a popular stopping place for train 
passengers and auto toulists who stayed in 
hotels, needed the campgrounds to provide 
for those who carded camping equipment 
and did not stay in the hotels.s 

Ashland began construction of Lithia Park 
in 1909, situating it adjacent to Chautauqua 

Southern Oreos-:'1 Historicar 
~· 

~ 
9 



Lithia Park's grounds were well used if the cars 
lined up here are any indication. Lithia Park auto 
camp grounds in Ashland, July 1931 

A "Coleman" campstove could be 
used to cook food on camping trips. 
Southern Oregon Historical Society's 
collection, ca 1925 

Left to right: Minnie Lane, Mr. and Mrs. Pernell 
Whitmore, Jessie Stone holding "Skippy" and 
Clarence Lane holding "Patsy" all camping at 
Diamond Lake. July 1931 
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Park. The local boosters lost no time in trying to 
capitalize upon auto tourists traveling to the 
Panama Pacific Exposilion held in San Francis­
co during 1915. They opened a ninety-two acre 
auto camp on July 22, 1915.6 Otiginally, there 
was no charge nor limit to the length of stay. 

By 1916 Ashland had expended $175,000 
on Lithia Park, much of which went to devel­
oping the auto camp. Tomists were attracted by 
amenities like mineral water, a community 
house with gas stoves for cooking, a nearby 
grocery store, electric lights with individual 
switches (so that campers could sleep in the 
dark), and even a laundry wagon that picked up 
wash each morning and retmned it the next day.? 

Although the argument for fire municipal 
campgrounds was that they simply filled out the 
range of accommodation available in a commu­
nity, it was not long before the urge to compete 
with other towns led to expensive improvements. 
As the number of automobiles grew rapidly in 
the years following World War I there was 
increasing pressure to levy a charge for use of 
the facilities in municipal campgrounds. 

Disgruntled hotel keepers and entrepre­
neurs who wanted to open ptivate 

camps viewed the free municipal 
camps as unfair competition and 
pressed the park boards to eliminate 
them. 

Both Grants Pass and Ashland 
instituted a charge of fifty cents per night 

in their municipal camps beginning in 1923. 
That year 15.2 million cars were registered in 

the United States, whereas in 1912 there had 
been only one million registered vehicles. The 
number of cars increased to nineteen million in 
1924, a year when it was estimated that five 
million vehicles and fifteen million Ameticans 
would occupy campgrounds across the U.s.s 

Although tent sales peaked between 1923 
and 1924, many auto campers wanted to bting 
less camping equipment with them. Plivate 
camps attracted their share of the auto camping 
public because municipal camps were often 
crowded in the summer and had established 
limits on how long a tourist could stay. Although 
the ptivate camps had started by renting tent 
space, their proptietors soon realized that cabins 
with a few amenities attracted customers. 
Cabins appeared in the Grants Pass and Ashland 
municipal camps by 1925, but by this time these 
operations had to compete with a number of 
ptivate camps which sprouted along the newly 
numbered and paved highways. 

The Redwood Highway connected Grants 
Pass with Crescent City in 1926, and a new route 
to Crater Lake from Medford was completed in 

1927. These new roads and an im;xoved Pacific 
Highway between Drain and Wolf Creek 
(which had been desctibed in 1917 by Sunset 
Magazine as rough at all times and impassable 
in wet weather) allowed entrepreneurs to build 
camps with cabins at strategic points to lure the 
long-distance tomist. Since a cabin could be 
built for two hundred dollars or less, an owner's 
investment could be paid off in a season or two.9 

Whether the commercial camps were 
located in the vicinity of a town or on the high­
way many miles from a business district, the 
cabins tended to be ammged in a row parallel or 
perpendicular to the highway.IO One of the few 
differences between city and rural commercial 
camps was that the latter more often included a 
gas station ancl/or store as part of the operation. 
During this petiod, "kitchenettes" were often 
provided in the cabin, but showers and toilets 
could be found in a central bathhouse.l 1 

The first U.S. Forest Se1vice campground 
was established in 1915 (along Eagle Creek in 
the Columbia River Gorge) and their number 
nationwide grew to fifteen hundred by 1923_12 
These campgrounds soon became an important 
component to outdoor recreation in the Pacific 
Northwest because over one-third of the region 
was national forest. Forest Service camp sites 
consisted of parking space for a car, a level area 
for tents, and a picnic table. The campground's 
community pump provided illinking water, and 
one or two pit toilets served as sanitation. Like 
the early municipal camps, there was no charge 
for use of the facilities. 

By 1935, auto camping widened to include 
what were otiginally called "trailer houses." 
Trailers allowed the mototist to literally cany a 
dwelling to a camp site. Their appearance gener­
ally coincided with the development of cottage 
courts and motor inns, so that the modem range 
of accommodation for travelers was clearly 
discernible in 1940. 

Availability of funds and labor for camp­
ground development through the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) program coincided 
with the trailer's increasing popularity. Some 
camp sites were modified to accommodate this 
new type of auto camping despite a protest fium 
one prominent campground designer stating that 
trailers were detrimental to "the camp spirit," as 
contrasted with city, and town life.f3 

Nevertheless, a number of parl<ing spurs to 
accommodate trailers were eventually placed in 
many of the region's Forest Se1vice campgrounds. 
Few of the conversions were as dramatic as the 
metamorphosis of the Sucker Creek Forest 
Camp, located nem· Milepost 12 of the Oregon 
Caves Highway. A nearby CCC camp began 
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Water-Proofed Khaki,.,Sewed·ln floor 
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Features 

~wed·in galvanized 
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Usual szs.oo Value at $}6~ 
Camping enthusiasts could find auto tents, like 
this one, in their Montgomery Ward catalog. 1929 

Lithia Park attracted tourists with amenities like 
mineral water, a community house with gas stoves, 
a nearby grocery store, and even a laundry wagon. 
ca 1916 

People flocked to the auto campground for the 
dedication of Lithia Park in Ashland, July 1916 
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Some automobile owners viewed themselves as pioneers and reveled in their ability to camp on the 
outskirts of towns or anywhere along a road. ca 1927 

work in late 1934 to make the campgmund suit­
able for trailers because of the gradient of the mad 
beyond that point. It was renamed "Grayback 
Campgmund," and the CCC began to construct 
new camp sites which had lm-ger vehicle parking 
space. Other projects there included a massive 
landscaping program to remove traces of the old 
campground; new fireplaces; and construction of 
a community building like those in the municipal 
auto camps. 

Commercial use of the word "camp" 
declined in the late 1930s, especially when 
the proprietor's aim was to cater to business 
travelers. Older cabin camps were increasingly 
left to the working class or itinerants, except in 
resort areas. Their image slid further after a 
well-publicized magazine article in 1940 
labeled the majority of auto camps as havens 
for fugitives, prostitutes, and chug addicts.I4 

Auto camps are still well represented along 
highways throughout the Pacific Notthwest. A 
few of them have been documented in county 
surveys of properties potentially eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places, but they 
continue to disappear due to deterioration and 
changing uses. Many of the losses can be 
attributed to the failure of property owners 
and county officials to recognize auto camps 
as potentially significant histmic resources. 

Three surveys conducted since 1976 identi­
fied eleven camps located in the two southwest 
Oregon counties as possibly significant historic 
pmperties. Five of these are located in Jackson 
County with the remainder in Josephine County. 
In con1l11St to the inns and hotels which preceded 
them, there has been compm-atively little effort 
expended to preserve significant examples of this 

type of travelers' accommodation. The lack of 
appreciation for how the automobile forever 
changed the region's transportation infrastructure 
duting the qumter centuty before 1940 is one 
reason. Another difficulty is an inability to identity 
auto camps and how they evolved fium the first 
free municipal campgmunds in 1915, to the motor 
hotels (or "motel") by the end ofWorld War I. The 
remaining auto camps in local areas will have little 
chance to avoid eventual obliteration if their 
importance remains unknown and nothing is done 
to put them into context with the regional pattern 
of development. 

Some auto camps in southwest Oregon 
might quality for listing on the National Register 
because they meet Ctiterion A. This is where 
property is associated with processes that have 
been significant parts of "broad patterns" of 
national, state, or local history. They might also 
quality under Criterion C, where a property is a 
good example of a particular kind of architec­
tural style, or if it represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction (such as a group of 
cabins that form a district). A camp must also 
meet a seven-way test for integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feel­
ing, and association. The tests for integrity are 
intended to disqualifY those properties compro­
mised by unsympathetic alterations. 

The National Register is virtually the only 
means of preserving significant examples of auto 
camps in southwest Oregon. The Union Creek 
Resort is the only auto camp in Jackson County 
already listed on the National Register at this 
writing. No auto camps have been listed in 
Josephine County. I 
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Tents were rolled up and placed below the door to keep more room inside the cars for camping equipment, clothes, people and pets. July 1930 

Steven Mark is a historian who lives in Fm1 
Klamath. 
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VISIT GOING PL4CFS 

Many of the items and 

photographs that accompany 

this article, as well as many 

many more, can be viewed at 

the Going Places exhibit on 

display at the History Center, 

106 N. Central Ave., Medford. 

The exhibit spans the 

history of migration and 

transportation through south­

em Oregon, and follows the 

trail over the Siskiyous made 

by the Indians and takes you 

to the present day thorough­

fare known as "I-5." It is a 

delight for all ages, open 

Monday through Fliday, 9:00 

to 5:00, and Saturday from 

1:00 to 5:00. 

Camping was inexpensive and many vacation destinations 
offered no other type of accommodation. ca 1927 
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Steel-framed 
guards such 
motoring in an open-top car. Southern 
Oregon Historical Society. ca 1927 

This brake juice belonged to Dr. Phipps 
of Medford. Southern Oregon Historical 
Society. 
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The above window decal advertised the Lithia waters of Ashland, and 
is part of the Going Places display at the History Center in Medford. 
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PHOTO ESSAY 

_.The streets and parks 
seethed with people until 

late at night and the 
carnival spirit was rife~ 



by Heidi Nelson 

P
' op, bang, ooh! Whirr, zip, ahh! 

Ka-Boom! These are the signature 
sounds of celebrating our nation's 

day of independence. Through the years, 
Ashland has been host to many memo­
rable Fourth of July celebrations. 

The 1916 gala found Ashland 
decorated with "patriotic bunting on 
telephone poles and stretched red, 
white and blue ribbons across the 
street intersections in downtown . . . 
and along the Plaza." I 

The combination of Independence 
Day, the Rogue River Roundup, and the 
Lithia Park dedication drew in a crowd 
of sixty thousand. "The streets and parks 
seethed with people until late at night 
and the carnival spirit was rife. Through 
it all, roundup, parades, dances, carnival, 
the crowd was orderly and there were no 
arrests, no crimes, no fires. That the vast 
crowds left some money in Ashland goes 
without saying and Ashland has no 
apologies to offer for taking it."2 

A twenty-one-bomb sumise salute 
kicked off the 1930 celebration. "Fired 
from Carter Heights, the noise makers were 
distinetly [sic] hem"d in the early morning 
and wakened the smmdest sleepers from 
the deepest slumbers."3 Organizers had 
plmmed such a full day of events tl1at it was 
impossible to attend them all. "Weather 
ideal, place ideal, hospitality ideal-and with 
a reputation of past Fomth celebrations 
which went down into history as genuine 
successes-Ashland today, is welcoming 
what, from moming attendance, promises 
to be the largest Fourth crowd in the 
history of the town. "4 

"Come to Ashland!" invited a 1942 
advertisement in the Ashland Daily 
Tidings .s Ashland's reputation for its Fomth 
of July celebrations continuously drew in 
visitors. Steffen's Superior Show carnival in 
Lithia Park bmught big business that year. 
Their attractions included "the littlest baby 
in the world-the fire eater-and the midget 
horse-Shetland ponies which are just 
about the nicest ponies you ever saw in a 
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carnival outfit-the escape 
artist who mystified-and 
many, many more."6 
However things were a 
little less noisy that 
year. A city ordi­
nance prohibited 
the sale or use of 
firecrackers or 
other explosives 
that might 
cause fues. 

Ashland's 
1998 Fomth of 
July celebration is 
geruing up to be 
another series of 
great events with a 
parade theme of "Music! 
Music! Music!" Following the parade there 
will be a food, game, and craft fair in Lithia 
Park and the aftemoon is packed with 
musical entertainment at the Bandshell. 

During this year's celebration, take a 
walk thmugh Ashland's rich history by 
picking up a copy of the new Walking Tour 
Brochure. It is available at the Ashland 
Chamber of Commerce located at 110 East 
Main Street, and at the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society booth in Lithia Patk. 

"Let Ashland's home folks join 
heartily in the celebration as hosts to our 
Independence Day visitors!"7 
END NOlES 
I. "The Greatest Fourth of All," Table Rock Sentinel, 

May 1987; pp. 12-24 

2. Ashland Daily Record as quoted in the Table Rock 

Sentinel. May 1987 

3. "Ashland Greets 4th Dawn With Sunrise Salute," 

Ashland Daily Tidings, 4 July 1930 

4.Ibid. 

5. Ashland Daily Tidings, July 1942 

6.Ibid. 

7.lbid. 

Heidi Nelson is an SOU graduate and 
interned for Heritage magazine as a 
contributing writer and Assitant Editor. 
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In addition to the W.R.C., Lizzie McCall belonged to the Order of the Eastern Star. She was elected first grand matron of 
the Grand Chapter of Oregon in 1889, at the age of 53. Lizzie is shown wearing their symbol. 

by Mary Ames B. Sheret, 
Curator of 
Collections/Exhibits 

T 
he National Women's Relief 
Corps (W.R.C.) is the oldest 
women 's patriotic organization 
in the country. In 1883 it was 

voted the official auxiliary of the Grand 
Army of the Republic , an organization of 
Union Civil War veterans. Ladies in 
Medford and Ashland formed local chap­
ters of the W.R.C. in 1892. The Burnside 
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Corp. , No. 24, in Ashland , appointed Mary 
Elizabeth McCall their first president. 

Mary Elizabeth (Lizzie) was born in 
Indiana in 1863. Her father, George 
Anderson, moved the family to Iowa in 
1850 where they homesteaded until 
George 's death in 1852. Two years later 
his widow, Hannah , along with Lizzie and 
a brother crossed the plains to Oregon. 
They chose southern Oregon because 
George's brothers , James and E. K. 
Anderson, lived near Ashland. 

Lizzie graduated from Umpqua Acad­
emy in 1856 and began teaching in 
Ashland. In 1858 she married a Methodist 

minister, Rev. George H. Brown. He was 
not a healthy man and died in California in 
1866. Lizzie then opened a millinery shop 
in Ashland . 

Ten years later, at the age of forty , 
Lizzie married widower General John 
Marshall McCall. Before his marriage to 
Lizzie, McCall had followed the Gold 
Rush to California, moved to Oregon and 
became part owner of the Ashland Flour 
Mills. He subsequently served in the 
Union Army. Upon his return to Oregon, 
he established the Ashland Woolen Mills 
and McCall Mercantile Store on the 
Ashland Plaza, became a Brigadier General 
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in the Oregon State Militia, a state legisla­
tor, and Ashland's mayor. Lizzie became a 
stepmother to John 's three children. The 
family built a large Victorian home on Oak 
Street in Ashland where they entertained 
dignitaries and friends alike. 

The Women's Relief Corps held social 
events throughout the year. Meetings 
included speeches, refreshments, and 
musical entertainment. President Lizzie 
McCall prepared a special treat for the 
"Crazy Social" fundraiser held on April23, 
1892. She made a "lovely portierre of 
crazy patchwork," to be awarded to the 
person who guessed the number of fabric 
pieces in the quilt. It cost ten cents a guess . 

In the center of the quilt is a banner of 
dark blue satin decorated with a handpainted 
water scene and the names of the forty 
W.R.C . members in gold. The banner was 

VoL. 3, No.4 

Quilt makers often embellished their work with fancy stitches. 

Hand-painted designs add an artistic flair to quilts 

Creative quilters applied photographs 
to their blocks. 

made by H. S. Evans and Mrs. M. F. Casey 
and presented to Lizzie McCall two weeks 
before the social. The Ashland Tidings 
reported that the event at the Ganiard 
Opera House was "a very pleasant affair 
and decided success in every way." There 
were six hundred seventy-five guesses for 
the number of fabric pieces in the quilt. 
The winner, J. R. Tozer, was the closest 
with one thousand forty-five. 

Crazy quilts were a raging fad in the 
1880s and 1890s. Ladies magazines sold 
patterns for them along with bags of silk 
scraps, and introduced outlined embroi­
dery and fancy stitches around the patches. 
Although referred to as quilts, they were 
not quilted and rarely contained batting. 
The maker embellished her work with 
imaginative details, such as painted 
designs, outlined embroidered pictures, 

The center block of Lizzie's quilt is a 
banner of dark blue satin decorated 
with a hand painted water scene. 

chenille appliques , ribbons, lace, beads, 
fringes , ruffles , scallops, and fancy edges. 

From May to October, the Southern 
Oregon Historical Society has joined 
regional art galleries, museums, and busi­
nesses to celebrate textile and fiber arts in 
The Whole Cloth. A short history of quilting 
is shown in Piecemaking from the Whole 
Cloth in Jacksonville. Quilts of the Rogue 
Valley at the History Center in Medford, 
exhibits quilts made by local women , or 
brought to Oregon on the overland trail. 
I 

Mary Ames Sheret is Curator 
of Collections and 
Exhibits for the 
Society, and is a 
regular contributor 
Heritage. 
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Society Facts 

National Park 
Service calculates the size 
of their archival holdings 
using a formula of 16oo 
items per linear foot. Using 

that same formula to esti­
mate the size of our collec­
tion, which is approximate­
ly 4000 linear feet, The 
Southern Oregon Historical 
Society can boast a manu­
script collection of approxi­

mately 6.4 million items in 
addition to the 75o,ooo 
historic images in the 
photograph collection. 

Whole Cloth 
As part of The Whole 

Cloth, fabric constructions of 
every kind have filled the art 
galleries, museums, and shops 
in several southern Oregon 
communities. Quilts unite a 
popular enthusiasm for tradi­
tional craft with the aesthetic 
excitement and formal rigor of 
an art form. 

The Whole Cloth is a 
distinguished series of national 
and regional quilt exhibits, 
related fiber arts exhibits, 
programs, classes and events. 
These exhibits aim to increase 
awareness of the visual arts as 
part of the cultural mix that 
already exists in the Rogue 
Valley. 

For more details and 
updates on workshops, classes 
or programs at multiple venues 
call (800) 982-1487, or (541) 
734-3982. 

~ 

Isabd 
H. 

SickdS 

~-~•he entire Rogue Valley has suffered a tragic 
loss with the death of Isabel H. Sickels. In 
addition to sharing in the general bereavement, 

we at the Southern Oregon Historical Society have missed 
the opportunity to let Isabel, a past board member, know 
how much we appreciated one of her last generous acts. 

On May 13, 1998, to accommodate the Society, and 
Southern Oregon University (SOU), Mrs. Sickels graciously 
opened her lovely home for a reception for Richard Leakey, 
the noted paleoanthropologist who was in the Valley devel­
oping a scholarship fund for a Kenyan student at SOU. Mr. 
Leakey spoke briefly about the overburdened state of higher 
education in Kenya today, the result of cmTent political unrest. 
The gala gave approximately seventy-five Valley residents an 
opportunity to meet Mr. Leakey "up close and personal." 

Others who joined Mrs. Sickels in contributing to the 
occasion, and to whom we also owe our gratitude are: Alex's 
Ashland Bakery Cafe, Ashland Vineyards and Winery, The 
Black Sheep, Chateaulin, Casey Mitchell, Pilaf, Pyramid 
Juice, Quinz, Standing Stone, and Weisingers of Ashland. 

Remembering the joy and camaraderie of this occasion, 
and the warmth, vivacity, and unstinting generosity of Mrs. 
Sickels makes our loss all the more poignant. As Society 
Development Coordinator and longtime friend Michael 
O'Brien said, 

"She was truly a philanthropic giant in this region 
and generations as yet unborn will enjoy the 
heritage of her community focused generosity." 
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~urvey Qesponse 

Dear Readers: 

Thank you so much for responding to our survey in the last issue of Heritage magazine. We 
found out a lot of interesting things: You love the photographs (we do too): Pioneer history is of the 
utmost interest, followed by a tie between history from the 1920s to the 1950s and personal profiles. 
We also found out you like maps. We load the magazine with photographs, and have been focusing 
more on recent history, so we will temper that with more pioneer history and include some of the 
special maps in our collections. We were happy to see that most of you are really pleased with the 
look and content of the magazine you are receiving. 

Some of you are concerned about what looks to be a very expensively produced magazine. Let 
me assure you, it is not. The pre-press and printing processes, called production, are paid for as long as 
we maintain a minimum of 827 subscribers. This is an incredible accomplishment, especially for a 
non-profit institution, and for a magazine that does not have paid advertising. It is done through 
technology. Through the use of a computer scanner, wise usage of color, (it appears on the same 
sixteen pages in every magazine), and using the cheapest paper possible, while still maintaining 
industry standards, we were able to reduce costs by more than SO%. It is cheap, efficient, and paid 
for. Thanks to you. Several of you mentioned that it was hard to read the glossy paper. Unfortunate­
ly, this is the cheapest paper. Matte and dull finishes are more expensive. 

With the help of the entire Society, the magazine takes flight every quarter. We rely heavily on 
the library and collections staff for research, artifacts, photos-even articles. The publications staff 
itself consists of a photographer and an art director who work tremendously hard to ensure the time­
liness and quality of not only this publication, but ArtiFACTS, a number of brochures, advertisements, 
invitations, annual reports, business cards, etc. that the Society needs. We have a wonderful revolv­
ing staff of interns and volunteers who help in a myriad of ways, doing everything from research, 
writing, proofing, taking photographs, to keeping the office running. I am the only staff member 
devoted full-time to this project. We are very lucky. 

Again, we are very pleased with the positive response we got from you. We will continue to 
look for ways to utilize the valuable information gathered from this survey. Thank you for 
your participation 

~~cerely, 
~'1t. ~ 

Marcia Somers La Fond, Editor 
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