


%The Medford Realty Board's postcard promotion was an
early manifestation of the ubiquitous direct mail promotions
that regularly fill all of our mailboxes today.*®

927 was a banner year in the brief
~ history of Medford. The city had just
A completed its new “Million Dollar”
water system, piping in “A Mountain
Spring in Every Home,” and the voters of
Jackson County had just approved a ballot
measure relocating the seat of county
government from Jacksonville to Medford.
Another indication of Medford’s growth
was the completion of the paving of 6th
Street from Highway 99 to West Main.
1927 also witnessed the opening of the
new Owen-Oregon Lumber Company
sawmill and the construction of a new
California Oregon Power Company
(Copco) power plant at Prospect. This new
power plant was the largest hydroelectric
project in the state at the time of its construc-
tion. Other improvements included a new
playground on the east side of Bear Creek,
a new eighteen hole golf course and
substantial improvements to the city’s
airport as the first anniversary of airmail
flights through Medford approached.
Medford was so proud of its achievements
during the decade that in September of
1927 a huge celebration was held, a
“Jubilee of Visions Realized.”
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In an effort to sustain the tremendous
growth the city had been experiencing, the
Medford Realty Board came up with a
new promotion to “Bring further publicity
to Medford and southern Oregon” and
entice people to relocate to the city. The
board decided to designate the week of
February 14 through 21, 1928, as “Post-
card Week.” The committee charged with
working out the details of the promotion
was headed by Walter H. Jones, of the
Brown and White Agency, and included
Joseph C. Barnes, Charles S. Butterfield
and Eric Wold. The committee members
met and chose five postcards depicting the
major points of interest of the region.
Each of these cards was given a “brief,
punchy description” and each set of five
cards, which normally sold for a nickel
each, would be sold for ten cents. “Worth
a quarter any other time” was how the
Realty Board advertised their promotion.2

The Realty Board selected their
images from the voluminous work of
Medford photographer Frank Patterson, a
custom photographer who specialized in
scenic images of southern Oregon and
Northern California. Patterson, who came
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to Medford in 1921 and operated a studio
above the Medford Bookstore, took his
photographs with a 5x7 view camera. He
masked out the dimensions of his postal
images (3x5 inches) on the ground glass
viewer of the camera and would then
contact print the negatives. This accounts for
the lack of a border on Patterson’s postcards.
Patterson was a prolific photographer, and
his many images were widely sold across
the region.3

The five images selected by the Realty
Board included the corner of Main and
Riverside in Medford which was captioned
“A mountain spring of pure ice cold water
in every home. Population 12,500. 100%
increase in seven years.” This image
featured the city’s new electric sign that
spanned Riverside Avenue. Erected in
1926 at a cost of six hundred dollars, the
sign was reputed to be the largest of its
kind west of Salt Lake City. The second
image selected featured a pear orchard in
full bloom. “Pear Blossoms and Mt. Pitt
near Medford, Oregon. Rogue River
Valley Fruit Crop 1927 3500 cars - Value
$5,500,000.00.” The image of Crater Lake,
taken from near Crater Lake ILodge,
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showed Wizard Island. “Medford Gate-
way to Crater Lake, Beauty Incompara-
ble,” this card read. Nearby Diamond
Lake was also included in the Medford
promotion. “Medford, Oregon Fishing and
hunting unexcelled. Mt. Theilson from
Diamond Lake.” The final image was that
of an automobile travelling along the
Rogue River. “Medford, Oregon, on the
world’s longest paved highway. Pacific
Highway along the Rogue River.”

Each image was selected to highlight
the beauty and advantages of Medford and
the surrounding environs. Twenty thou-
sand copies of the postcards were ordered
from Patterson, with each set of five in an
envelope. The cards could either be sent
individually or, as readers of the Medford
Mail Tribune were reminded, the entire set
and a one page letter could be sent at the
first class rate of two cents.>

The Medford Realty Board’s postcard
promotion was an early manifestation of
the ubiquitous direct mail promotions that
regularly fill all of our mailboxes today.
The modern computer generated databases
in use today, however, did not exist in
1928. The Medford realtors relied instead
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on one of the most reliable sources of
addresses available in 1928; the Christmas
card list. Medford residents were encour-
aged to purchase the postcards and send
them to all of the out of town folks on their
recent Christmas card list.6

™:he Realty Board’s postcard
promotion was a huge success.
A The Chamber of Commerce
received so many advance phone orders
that sale of the cards was advanced two
days. Some feared that there would not be
enough cards to meet the demand. In
addition to the Chamber and Real Estate
offices, many of Medford’s merchants
joined in the promotion, not only by
offering the cards in their stores, but also
by featuring the promotion in their own
advertising. On the first official day of
Postcard week 15,000 postcards were
sold, with 2,000 sales at a single Chamber
of Commerce luncheon.”

By the end of the week almost all of
the cards ordered had been distributed. At
a meeting of the Realty Board the week
following the conclusion of Postcard
Week, Jones reported that 20,000 of the
Patterson views had been distributed and

“mailed to various points throughout the
United States.” Fortunately not all of the
postcards were sent off. Among the large
collection of Patterson’s postal views
preserved in the collections of the South-
ern Oregon Historical Society are the five
views, pictured here, that made up the
Medford Realty Board’s February 1928
promotion. It is interesting to note that
these views have not appreciably changed
in the course of seventy years; all loca-
tions are immediately recognizable. &

William Alley is a contributing editor for
Heritage Magazine.

ENDNOTES
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U.S. Hotel Rental

Define yours at the historic U.S. Hotel in Jacksonville.

For rental information
call the Southern Oregon Historical Society at (541) 773-6536

Conferences ® Reunions ® Special Occasions




Southern Oregon Heritage Reader Survey

Please help us get to know you better by taking a moment to fill out the following survey. All responses to the
survey will be used solely for the purpose of fine-tuning Southern Oregon Heritage, and will be kept strictly confidential.
Because we want to begin tabulating your responses right away, we ask you to return the survey before April 20, 1998.
When you have completed the questions simply detach this page, fold it so the pre-paid mailing portion is to the outside
and tape the edge. Then drop it in the nearest mailbox. We thank you for taking the time to assist us in shaping the
future of Southern Oregon Heritage magazine.

1. Why do you read Southern Oregon Heritage magazine? (Check all that apply.)
I want to support the Southern Oregon Historical Society.

I'm a native Oregonian/long-time resident.

I want to help preserve the region’s history.

I'm a history buff.

I enjoy the photos.

I enjoy the articles.

I received the magazine as a gift.

Other
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2.Tam interested in seeing the following categories featured in the magazine. (Please circle appropriate letter.)

VERY SOMEWHAT NOT
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED
A B C Pre-history / Native American
A B C Pioneer History (1800s)
A B C Recent History (1920s-1950s)
A B C Very Recent History (1960s-1990s)
A B C Historic Photographs
A B C Old Documents
A B C Maps °
A B C Antiques (artifacts from the Society’s collections)
A B C Landmarks
A B C Archaeology
A B C Architecture
A B C Personal Profiles
A B C Letters to the Editor

3. What best describes your reading habits of Southern Oregon Heritage?
O Iread the entire issue O Iread most of the articles (0 Tonly read the features [ I only look at the pictures

4. Which of the following statements best describes your opinion of the current look of Southern Oregon Heritage?
O The design is appropriate for the historical content.
O The design is too contemporary and not appropriate for the historical content.
O The design is too conservative.
3 Other (please explain)

5. Would you continue to subscribe to Southern Oregon Heritage if it were: (Please check all that apply.)
O entirely black-and-white.
O fewer pages and distributed more often.
O merged with the Society’s monthly newsletter to create a new monthly publication.
O Don’t change a thing, I like it the way it is.

6. Gender: (Please indicate gender and number of all people who read your copy of Southern Oregon Heritage.)
O M#___ O F#___
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7.1am interested in the following sections of the magazine. (Please circle appropriate letter.)

VERY SOMEWHAT NOT
INTERESTED INTERESTED INTERESTED

A B C Feature Stories
A B C From the Archives
A B C Collections Highlight
A B C Then and Now
A B C In Closing
A B C News and Notes
A B C Snapshots
A B C Our Community
A B C Our Own Voices
A B C Exhibits Feature

8. Zip Code

9. I have resided in southern Oregon for: (if you do not live in southern Oregon skip to question 10)
O Less than 5 years g 5-10 0 11-20 d 21-30 0 31+

10. My age is:
O 20 years or under 0 21-30 0 31-40 0 41-50 0 50-60 0 60-70

11. Are you a member of the Southern Oregon Historical Society? O Yes 0 No

0 71+

If yes, please indicate membership level: (J Subscriber O Individual O Senior O Family O Grandparent
0 Patron O Applegate Club (0 Curator’s Circle O Director’s Circle

12. Highest level of education:
O Grade School 3 High School O College
O Graduate Degree O Other (Please describe.)

13. What is your current occupation?

May we send a complimentary copy to someone you think would enjoy Southern Oregon Heritage?
Name
Address
City State Zip

Please feel free to make suggestions or comments regarding Southern Oregon Heritage:

“ | I || NO POSTAGE

NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 47 MEDFORD, OREGON

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
106 N. CENTRAL AVENUE
MEDFORD, OR. 97501-9706
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“According to-the perspective of
the Ashland Tidings the whole
affair was a shady deal and the

decision to build a new court-

house in Jacksonville was foist-

ed on the citizens of Jackson

County against their will.”

State of the art when built in 1883, the courthouse
is seen here in the 1920s, at end of its reign as the
“Crowning Glory of Jacksonville.”
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CROWNING CGLORY
A Retrospective of the Old Brick Courthouse.

By Dawna Curler

ebruary 1884 in Jacksonville was
Pcold and blustery. Judge Heiro K.

Hanna had resigned his position as
Circuit Court Judge for District #1 and had
resumed his law practice. Judge Lionel G.
Webster was taking the bench for the first
time in a brand new courthouse. He called
the first court session to order on Monday,
February 11, with the smell of fresh paint
lingering in the room. An unusual amount
of business lay before him, mostly criminal
cases including three charges of larceny,
two for forgery, and one for selling liquor
without a license.! While court proceeded
upstairs, workmen continued to ready
ground floor offices for the county officials
who would soon conduct business from
these elegant and commodious new rooms.

Jacksonville had been designated the
county seat when the Oregon Territorial
Legislature organized Jackson County in
1852. This status was integral to the small
community’s economic stability for the
next seventy-five years. In the beginning,
Jacksonville was a muddy mining camp
peppered with hastily constructed wood-
frame buildings. Its location on the main
freight route into southern Oregon made it
a bustling trade center. With prospectors
and Applegate Trail emmigrants pouring
into the area, the population expanded
rapidly. In March of 1853, the first three
county commissioners were appointed and
the business of county government began
in earnest. Over the next few years, much
work was done establishing voting
precincts, ordering the construction of new
roads, establishing licensing fees and
levies, and laying out the organization of
county operations.?

By 1854 business owners were paying
$100 license fees, a two mill (term used for
tax rate purposes) levy for school support
had been imposed, and the county clerk was
keeping marriage records. A welfare system
of sorts was set up when the county
commissioners decided to pay a fee to resi-
dents who took in those who could not care
for themselves. Guardianships were set up

for orphans and required children to
learn reading, writing, and ciphering. A
horse, bridle, and saddle were given to
young men when they came of age at
twenty-one.3

Although active, county government
had no official home. County officers rented
quarters and presented their bills to the
county treasurer until October 1854 when
the commissioners rented a building to
house county staff. Earlier that year,
Circuit Court was held in a building next to
the New State Saloon. The distinguished
judge sat at a bench made from a dry goods
box covered with a blue blanket# Records
indicate that the county made do with
various temporary facilities throughout
most of the 1850s.

Jackson County’s first designated
courthouse was a simple two-storied,
wood-frame building with an outside stair-
case. From 1858 until 1868 the county
owned only the ground floor, and shared
the building with Warren Lodge No. 10,
Accepted Free and Ancient Masons.> By
1868 the county had ownership of the
entire building. This building was used as
the courthouse until 1882, when it was sold
for $116 and moved to make room for the
construction of the new brick structure.

rom the start, this small clap-
r board building was too small to

house all the county offices. A
single-storied wood house was moved to
the courthouse square in 1859 to provide
additional office space for the sheriff
and the county clerk.” As time passed,
Jackson County residents found many
faults with this humble structure. Ten
years later newspaper editorials began
campaigning for a new courthouse. In
1871 Jacksonville’s Democratic Times
claimed “...This dilapidated old struc-
ture is a disgrace to the county.”8 By
1881 the Grand Jury found the court-
house “insufficient.” The outside stair-
way was considered dangerous, and the
building was sarcastically dubbed the
“County Barn.”
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The courthouse was often at the center of community and social events. Shown here is a gathering of the Southern Oregon Pioneer Society. ca 1898
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Looking out over Jacksonville, the simple two
story wood frame courthouse can be seen over the
rooftops. ca 1860
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The backside of the brick courthouse is shown
here. The smaller wood building beside it housed
the sheriff and clerks offices. ca 1884
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On November 26, 1881 Jack-
sonville’s Oregon Sentinel reported,

Another Grand Jury has been found
to condemn the Court House, as ‘insuf-
ficient for the business of Jackson coun-
ty.” That body might have added, that it
was a disgrace to any county and a
shaky advertisement of our poverty or
lack of public spirit, and told the
truth... There are stables and barns in
this state more creditable in appearance
than the Court House of Jackson county,
and our County Court should build a
suitable one, as a matter of public duty,
without reference to the political effect
on their own interests.

The Oregon Sentinel jabbed at the
precarious condition of the stairway in
the December 3 issue of that same year:
“...the District Judge can reach his room,
if he tread gently, and jurors may reach
the jury-room if they go—one at a time,
and hold their breath while going...” A
week later the same newspaper
announced that “His honor, Judge Hanna,
whose office is in the second story of the
county barn, applied, this week for a
policy in the ‘Accidental Insurance Co.’
The Agent examined the dangerous
stairway and declined the risk saying
that it [he] was entirely too heavy.” We
leave it to our readers to decide if this
was indeed true, or merely another cyni-
cal dig by the editor.

Although the piece in the Oregon Sentinel
was opinionated, the actual Grand Jury report
makes it clear that the old courthouse was
indeed lacking and the need for a new building
was very real.?

The timing and location, however, were a
matter of dispute. It’s hard to imagine the
pioneer town of Jacksonville without its
impressive brick courthouse, but, if certain
people had had their way, the structure would
not have been built in 1883 and perhaps Jack-
sonville would have lost the county seat much
earlier than it did. According to the perspective
of the Ashland Tidings the whole affair was a
shady deal and the decision to build a new cour-
thouse in Jacksonville was foisted on the citi-
zens of Jackson County against their will 10

In 1881 the Oregon and California Rail-
road reorganized and resumed construction
south from Roseburg where the project had
been stalled for nine years. In anticipation of
railroad service to southern Oregon, various
Rogue Valley communities jockeyed for
economic and political advantage.

Knowing that the railroad’s route could tip
the balance of power, Jacksonville residents
were justifiably anxious to see a new court-
house erected in their community before the
tracks were laid. Others felt it more prudent to
wait and see how the new railroad would
impact county growth patterns.

The “court house question” became a
major issue during the campaign for county
commissioner in 1882. Two of the three
commissioners’ seats were to be filled that
spring. Running on an anti-courthouse platform,
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Judge Hanna served for years in what locals called ‘“the county
barn.” He retired his gavel in 1884, the year Judge Webster called
the first session to order in the spanking-new Jackson County

Courthouse. Hanna in his law offices. ca 1908

candidate Albert L. Alford won his seat by a
decisive majority over his pro-courthouse
opponent. It is less clear where Robert A.
Cook stood on the issue during his campaign.
According to the Ashland Tidings, Cook had
been elected under false pretenses by repre-
senting himself as anti-courthouse to those
who lived outside of Jacksonville when, in
fact, he turned out to be very much in favor of
a new courthouse.!! On the other hand, the
Democratic Times claimed the people of
Jackson County knew where Cook stood
and that by electing Cook as county
commissioner, they also supported a new
courthouse for Jacksonville.”12

In August, Cook joined forces with
Judge Silas Day, president of the county
commission, in a two-to-one decision to
erect a new courthouse in Jacksonville
“without unnecessary delay.”!3 On
August 25, the Ashland Tidings told its
version of the story:

“County Commissioner Alford very
emphatically protests against the building
of the new courthouse.... Messrs. Day
and Cook have arrogated unwarranted
authority and are engaged in a scheme to
defeat the wishes and, it may be, the
interests of a large majority of the people
of the county. That the citizens of Jack-
sonville should employ every effort to
have the court house [sic] built at once,
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¢ 1s not surprising; nor have
# we anything to say against
~ them. They would be a very

s __ # peculiar people if they were

% & =2 { not wide awake and active in
the matter.... We are among

. those who hope the railroad

will not injure any town in

Southern Oregon. We would

wish that it may never become

necessary or desirable to build

a court house [sic] for Jackson

County anywhere else than at
Jacksonville. The County

Judge and Commissioner

Cook may claim to believe

that the advent of the railroad

cannot make a change of the

county seat expedient, as an

excuse for their actions, but

the people will accept no such

excuse. Everyone in Jackson

county knows that, while a new

court house is really needed, yet

the sudden determination to
build one is inspired solely by

“In anticipation of rail-
road service to southern
Oregon, various Rogue
Valley communities
jockeyed for economic

and political advantage.”

the fear of the Jacksonville people that the
railroad might rob them of the county seat.
This very anxiety of theirs to have the new
court house built before the railroad comes, is
in the mind of an outsider a convincing argu-
ment against building now. If there is a
chance of some other point being made much
more convenient as a county seat in the
future, then an outsider would say, wait a little
while before building, and see how it will be.
This is what the people of the county outside
of Jacksonville are saying, but their voice is
not heeded by the County Judge and his
Commissioner....”

protest meeting was held in Central
APoint drawing people from Ashland,

Rock Point, Eden Precinct
(Phoenix), and Butte Creek as well as Central
Point. The meeting and editorials had little
effect. The two commissioners had made
their decision. The courthouse was built, and
Jacksonville achieved a political coup.!

The people of Jacksonville were
enthusiastic about the completion of Jackson
County’s majestic new courthouse. They had
ceremoniously laid the cornerstone in June
1883 and held a grand ball in the unfinished
courtroom on Christmas night. On February
15, 1884 (four days after court convened), the
Democratic Times declared that, “The beauti-
ful courtroom is the admiration of all. We
doubt whether Oregon can produce its equal
in elegance and convenience. Besides being
well seated, ventilated and lighted, its
acoustic properties are perfect and the work-
manship displayed in its construction of a
high order.”

The county’s entrenched Democrats
moved into the new courthouse in 1884 and
kept their stronghold for another ten years
until 1894 when an insurgent Populist
People’s Party rose briefly to power. By 1900
Republicans had taken the reins of political
dominance and continued to hold them for the
remaining years of a Jacksonville-based
county court.!3

In 1892, Hiero K. Hanna, who had
climbed gingerly up the side stairs to his
office in the old wooden courthouse, was
elected once again as Circuit Court Judge. He
remained in that office until 1910, presiding
over the courtroom in Jacksonville longer
than any other. Judge Charles M. Thomas
was sitting on the bench in 1927 when the
notorious train robber and murderer Hugh
D’Autremont was brought to trial. It was
Jacksonville’s most famous court case, and
it’s last.

A number of women worked as support
staff in the courthouse during its first thirty-
five years. None, however, held positions of
authority until the 1920s. Susanne Homes
was elected Jackson County School Super-
intendent in 1920.!6 Mildred Carlton, presi-
dent of the Jackson County Public Health
Association established a health unit at the
courthouse in 1923,17 and Delila Stevens,
after five years of working as deputy
county clerk, was elected County Clerk
in 1924.18 In 1921 a two-story addition
was attached to the rear of the building. It
included a separate ladies restroom,
necessary now that women were serving
on juries.!?
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Susanne Homes was the first
elected female county official.
She took the position of Jackson
County School Superintendent in
1920.

The Silver Cornet Band on the back steps of the
courthouse during the 4th of July celebrations of
1895.

In Aug. of 1950, the courthouse was dedicated as a
museumn. More than 2,000 persons gathered to
honor the building’s history as told by Medford
attorney Gus Newbry.
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For the next four decades, the rooms of
the Jackson County Courthouse in Jack-
sonville bustled with the business of county
government. Here jurors deliberated, couples
wed, ftreasurers kept accounts, clerks
processed legal papers, sheriffs enforced the
law, and commissioners held council. The
imposing Italianate structure,-a product of
Victorian culture, remained the home of
county government until the late 1920s.
Eventually, however, the years took their toll.
Once considered the “crowning glory of Jack-
sonville,”20 the old brick courthouse came to
be viewed as shabby and cramped by a new
generation eagerly embracing modernization.

Afier the question was twice put to a
vote, the citizens of Jackson County ulti-
mately decided to move the county seat to
Medford. In December 1927 Jackson
County officials packed their belongings
and closed the courthouse in Jacksonville.
They relocated, first to the Medford City
Hall, and in 1932 to the modern, twentieth-
century courthouse at the corner of Main
Street and South Oakdale in downtown
Medford. After county government moved
to Medford, the old building continued to
serve the community in new ways. By
1930 Boy Scout Troop #30 occupied the
entire left side of the first floor. The Jack-
sonville Grange maintained a lease with
the county from 1933 through 1943 to
control and oversee the building. The
Grange used the courtroom for their meet-
ing hall and rented it out for other func-
tions. The former courthouse was used for
dances, private gatherings, and Civil Air
Defense meetings during World War I1.2!

y the end of the war, the idea of

using the courthouse for a museum

was gaining popularity. In 1946
the Southern Oregon Historical Society
organized and made plans to re-open the
courthouse as a public history museum.
On August 5, 1950 that dream came true.
The Jacksonville Museum was dedicated
and opened to the public.

The courthouse history reaches far
beyond the affairs of county government. The
building and grounds were much more than
just a place to conduct business. It was a civic
center where people gathered for community
and social events. It was the scene of formal
weddings, Fourth of July celebrations,
picnics, pioneer reunions, and community
Christmas trees. The grounds were a courting
spot for young people, and a gathering place
for men and women to meet and gossip.22 It
was the community park, the town square, the
heart of town. &

Dawna Curler is a Programs Associate
and Volunteer Resources Manager for the
Southern Oregon Historical Society.
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he object of education should be to
give areal preparation for the proba-
ble occupation in life; that taking the
marriage census of England, as a guide, we
find that 80% of the women who reach a
marriageable age marry — The West Shore

eight page magazine, and continued to grow to a thirty-two page publication by 1878. Each issue covered a variety of

topics such as relevant weather forecasts, community profiles, fashion, household advice, immigrant information, poetry, fiction,
inventions, natural and physical science. The magazine was published monthly and “sent out stitched, trimmed and enveloped in
handsome colored cover.” It attracted subscribers from thirty-two states and Canadian Territories, England and Scotland in just over
a year. “In 1877 the West Shore claimed about 7,200 subscribers, and in 1878 the circulation figure was 8,160 —the largest of any
publication in the Pacific Northwest.”

In order to attract advertisers, Samuel stated his ad policy in clear terms: “Nothing finds its way to our readers that even the most
fastidious could possibly object to. In this age of corruption, when nearly all papers fairly bristle with sensational, nauseating reading
matter, and advertisement of quack doctors, swindling astrologists, and pretending spiritualistic mediums, what can be more honorable
than to assist in increasing circulation of a journal which carefully excludes everything of that kind.”!

The West Shore ceased publication in 1889. The subscription list never became what Samuel dreamed it could be; perhaps that was
why “the magazine was intermittently on the threshold of debt.” Their financial problems could also have been because Samuel wanted
“no pianos, organs, patent medicines, or like liberal(?) offers in pay for advertising.” ~H.N. &

In Portland in 1875, L. Samuel began publishing a literary magazine of the Pacific Northwest. The West Shore began as an

1. Oregon Historical Quarterly, vol 94 (Summer-Fall ‘93) pp. 170-250.

The Southern Oregon Historical Society’s research library has
issues of the West Shore from December 1878 through December
1881. In the wake of Women’s History Month, we thought some of

you might enjoy this reprint of “How Should a Girl be Educated?”
and other articles. These appeared in the December 1878 issue of the
West Shore.

VoL.3,No. 3 39




40

December, 1878.

THE WEST SHORE.
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HOW SHOULD A GIRL BE EDUCATED?

There have appeared in several of the recent
Nations s number of articles devoted to the
discussion of that much agitated topic, the edu-
cation of women. They were called forth by a
letter from an anxious father, (7) who, having
some d aughters growing up, is diligently seek-
ing for a proper school in which to place them.
This there seems no present likelihood of his
finding, as his views differ somewhat from those
held by the majority of parents and teachers.
He confesses that he is an “‘old fogy” and cares
nothing for the “higher culture” of women. In
his estimation, health is the one important con.
sideration. Feeling greatly dissatisfied with the
present modes of education, by which a girl
leaves school with a superficial knowledge of a
great number of subjects, and, too often, with
delicate health, he is inquiring for a school
where a great deal of attention is paid to phys-
ical culture, and hardly any to the culture of
the mind. He wishes his daughters to graduate
from this school, with a taste for study, and a
Eroper appreciation of the vast amount they

ave yet to learn——but, above all, with sound
health; it being his opinion that so long as the
physical health is perfect, the brain will take
care of itself.

An ediborial on the same subject may be
briefly summed up as follows: That the object
of education should be to give a real prepara.
tion for the probable occupation in life; that
taking the marriage census of England, as a
guide, we find that 80 of the women who
reach a marriageable age marry, and that, there-
fore, the education of girls should be such as
will best fit them for thelife which so large a
proportion of them are destined to lead. That
sound health is the first consideration for a
married woman, as without if, whatever tal.
ents and accomplishments she may possess,
lose half their value. That in a woman’s
intellectual education the principal thing is
to gain the power of acquisition and to
form habits of thoroughness, which can only
be accomplished by mastering some one subject
—not by dipping into 20 different things, And
finally, that a girl should be fitted for her posi-
tion at the head of a household by practical
instruction in domestic economy, and the man-
agement of servants and children.

Assuming the correctness of the first two
propositions, that education should be an equip-
ment for the active duties of life, and that the
position which the majority of women are called
upon to fill is that of wife and mother, it is fit-
ting that we should inquire more fully into the
nature of a mother’s duties. A mother must,
of course, be competent to attend to the phys-
ical welfare of her children, but she has also a
work that is even higher and more sacred than
this, in their mental and moral #raining. To
be equal to this task she requires a sound judg-
meunt, and a well trained and vigorous intellect.
For a mother should be fisted not only to su-
perintend the education of her children during
their infancy and ehildhood, but to be a guide
and companion for them when they shall have
reached more mature years. It is a most un-
fortunate thing for achild to know that, how-
ever much he may love and respect his motner,
in scholarly attainments, he is undoubtedly her
superior.

The guestion of health is of great importance,
for without good health one’s usefulness is im-
paired; and besides, there is such an intimaterela-
tion between physical and mental states, that any
derangement of the one is apt to have an effect
upon the other. But still, the preservation of
health is only the means, not the end of living.
With wise care, mind and body will develop to-
gether without injury to either.

In the intellectual education a habit of thor-
oughness and the power of acquisition are, cer-
tainly, of the first importance; and there is not
a doubt that the practice of cramming, now

only too common, is most pernicious. But, be-
cause it is unwise to give only a smattering of a
number of different branches, it does not follow
that we are to rush to the opposite extreme and
teach only one thing. Under good instruction
a girl can gain duving her school life, a sound
elementary knowledge of several studies, and
when she has done this, but not till then, she
may take up one or two lines ot study to be
pursued exhaustively,

The Nation is perfectly right in regard to the
need of a practical knowledge of housekeeping,
but this would seem, in most cases, rather a
matter for home than for school instruction.

The calling of a wife and mother is not a
“small or mean one;” rightly understood, on
the contrary, it is one of the noblest in life, but
it may become a very narrowing one. If a
woman devotes herself to the care of her house-
hold to the exclusion of all other subjects, she
defeats the very object she has in view, for
she soon ceases to be a companion for her hus-
band, or a proper guide for her children. She
especially, needs to have breadth and liberality
of mind, and these she cannot have if her vision
is constantly bounded by the domestic horizon.
She must have other interests to refresh and in-
vigorate her mind; they must, it iz true, be
looked upon as subordinate to her duty to her
family, or rather, asa part of that duty, for
whatever aids a woman’s mental or moral
growth, is so much gain to her husband and
children.

It may be remarked in conclusion, that al-
though the women who marry are in such a
large majority, it is rather hard on the remain-
ing 20% to ignore them so completely, especially
as it is impossible to tell beforehand in which
category each particular woman shall be, And,
moreover, it must be remembered what a large
number of women, married as well as single,
are obliged to depend upon their own exertions
for their support. Any system of education
which unfits a woman for more than one posi-
tion in life is both unwise and unjust.—Pacific
Rural Press.

SOME MEN'S WIVES,

“Itell you what it is,” said one of a small
coterie of wealthy men who had met in the
office of one of their number, ‘‘they may say
what they please about the usefulness of mod-
ern women, but my wife has done her share in
securing our success in life. Everybody knows
that her family was aristocratic and all that,
and when I married her she had never done s
day's work in her life; but when W. & Co,
failed, and I had to commence at the foot of the
hill again, she discharged the servants, and
chose out a neat little cottage, and did her own
housekeeping intil I was better off again.”

““‘And my wife,” said a second, ‘“was an only
daughter, caressed and petted to 'death; ard
everybody said, ‘Well if he will marry a doll
like that, he'll make the greatest mistake of
hig life;” but when I came home the first year
of our marriage sick with the fever, she nursed
me back to health, and I never knew her to
murmur because I thought we couldn’t afford
any better style or more luxuries,”

“Well, gentleman,” chimed in a third, *I
married & smart, healthy, pretty gir], bus she
was a regular blue-stocking. She adored Ten-
nyson, doated on Byron, read Emerson, and
named the first baby Ralph Waldo, and the sec-
ond Maud; but I tell you what ’tis,” and the
speaker’s eyes grew suspiciously moist, “when
we laid little Maud in Eer last bed at Auburn,
my poor wife had no remembrance of neglect or
stinted motherly care, and the little dresses
that still lie in the locked drawer were all made
by her own hands.”

““1r you can’t keep awake,” said a- parson to
one of his hearers, ‘“‘when drowsy, why don’t
you take apinch of snuff?” ¢ think,” was the
reply, “the snuff had better be put into the
sermon.”!

PULL UP THE BLIND.

Pull up the blind, Kitty; pull up the blind!
You say, ‘“The sun will spoil the carpet.”
Never mind, never mind.

Far better so than that your cheeks or mine
Should lose their worth or color, Kitty,
Lt it shine, let it shine.

And you shall find new joy it will impart.
Pull up the blind, Kitty; pull it up!
The sun helps the heart.
—*Pipes of Corn.”

MISS TROT AND HER FAMILY.

A NONSENSE STORY FOR VERY YOUNG FOLKS.

Miss Trot lived in a hut—an old brown hut.
Miss Trot had a cat—a small grey cat;
The cat ha i a kit, and the kit was white,
Miss Trot had & hen—a fat yellow hen;
The hen had a cbick, and the chick was speckled.
Miss Trot had & cow—a nice mooly-cow;
The cow had a calf, and the ealf was red;
Miss Trot had a sheep—a white woolly sheep;
The sheep had s lamb, and the lamb was mottled;
Miss Trot had a duck—a black waddling duck;
The duck had a duckling, and the duckling was brown,
Miss Trot had a goose—an old gray woose;
The goose had a gosling, and the gosling was yellow.
When Miss Trot came out of her hut to take a walkin
the garden, there walked out with her—
The eat and her kit,
The hen and her chick,
The cow and her calf,
‘The sheep and her lamb,
The duckand her ducklin -,
The goose and her gosling.
And this was the way they talked:
“Miou, miou, miou!* said Miss Trot's cat;
“Miou, miou, micu!" said Miss Trot's kit;
““Cluck, cluck, cluek!” gaid Miss Trot’s hen;
““Peep, peep, peep!” said Miss Trot's chick;
“Moo, moo, meo!” said Miss Trot's cow;
#Moo, moo, moo!” said Miss Trot's calf;
‘“Baa, baa, baa!” said Migs Trot’s sheep;
“Baa, baa, bas!” said Miss Trot's lamb;
“Quack, quack, quack!” said Miss Trot’s duck;
“Quack, quack, quack!” said Miss Trot's duckiing;
*Hiss, higs, hiss!” said Miss Trot’s goose;
““Hiss, hiss, hiss!” said Miss Trot’s gosling.
~—Nursery.

CHAFF.

Mirgmainps are different, The milkmaid in
the country is different from the milk made in
the city.

Rowraxp Hiun said of some of the speakers
of his day, that they had s river of words with
only a spoonful of thought.

‘Do not marry a widower,” said the old lady.
“A ready-made family is like a plate of cold po-
tatoes.”  ¢‘Oh, Il soon warm them over,” re-
plied the damsel, and she did.

Proressor (blandly)—Mr, H—, how did the
monasteries acquire so much wealth during the
fourteenth century? Sophomore {thoughtfuily)
—Well, I don’t exactly know, sir, unless they
passed around the plate at both services,

“So,” said a lady, recently, to a merchant,
‘“‘your pretty daughter has married a rich hus-
band? “Well,” slowly replied the father, I
believe she has married a rich man, but Tunder-
stand he is a very poor hnsband.”

“Joux,” said a poverty-stricken man, “I've
made my will to day.” “Ah!” replied John,
“You were liberal to me, no doubt.” ¢Veg,
John, I've willed you the whole country to make
a living in, with privilege of going elsewhere if
you can do better.”

A FrErcH paper reports a murder trial in
which a witness testiied that he heard two
pistol shots on the staircase and sent his wife to
see what was the matter. “Did you not go up
the stairs yourself?” asked the court, *No,
gir,” replied the witness, “‘I was afraid of the
revolver.”

A Mgrpopist and a Quaker having stopped
at a public house agreed to sleep in the same
bed. The Methodist knelt down and prayed
fervently, and confessed s lon%& catalogue of
sins, After he rose the Quaker observed,
‘‘Really, friend, if thou art as bad as thou say-
est thou art, I think I dare notsleep with thee.’
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by Heidi Nelson

he community of Grants
Pass watched proudly
that day in 1894 when an
865 pound bell was lifted into
the tower of the new city hall. “ITt
would dominate all other sounds §, :
of the town in a most distinctive '
tone easily recognizable from
the church and school bells.”!
The bell no longer domi-
nates the sounds of the city.
Driving down today’s modern-
ized Sixth Street, the former city
hall and surrounding buildings
are difficult to recognize with
their twentieth-century remodel-
ings. A close look at the second
story windows of the current
Furniture Crafters store reveal
vestiges of Grants Pass as it was
in 1908. The brick-outlined

RANTS PAS

R D T S 3 P D S T nar S R SR NG S

THEN & NOW

e

windows, where parade
observers once sat, still remain intact.

The former city hall was taken over
by The Golden Rule Department Store in
1912, at which time the bell tower was
removed. In the 1960s the building was
given a new brick facade that obliterated
the tall, arched windows. The 60s-style
building still displays the shiny gold
lettering of the “Golden Rule” as well as
signs for current businesses.

The building to the left of The Golden
Rule, now McLains Drug Center, has
also been modernized. The structure’s
distinguishing characteristics, such as the
once visible numbers on the crowning
cornice and the formerly arched
windows, now squared off, have all been
altered over the years. These buildings
are the lucky few that still have their
original skeleton. Many old buildings
were sacrificed to make way for new
ones. [Buildings whose origin cannot
easily be recognized are not eligible for
or included in the historic district of
Grants Pass.] X

VoL.3,No. 3

Sixth street, once the route for the 1908 Rose Festival Automobile Parade, was paved in 1910, and is now a main

vein for traffic. People who owned automobiles in 1908 were an elite few and for the parade “auto owners vied

with each other to decorate their machines in the most attractive manner with flowers and ferns.”2

Heidi Nelson is a journalism major at Southern Oregon University and is an Assis-
tant Editor interning for Heritage.

ENDNOTES

1. “The History of Old City Hall-Part 1” by Edna May Hill. Daily Courier, Grants Pass, Oregon, 20,
Apr. 1992.

2. “A Successful Rose Festival” Oregon Observer 1, Jul. 1908.
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% of Alice Weccroft

by Mary Ames Sheret,
Curator of Collections

e story begins with some sketch-
@%S signed “Alice Beecroft” exhib-
ited at the Jacksonville Museum.
The artist gave them to the Southern
Oregon Historical Society in 1957. Little
else, however, was recorded about them,
or her. Many visitors to the Society
search for information about their fami-
lies. As they soon discover, the hunt
often reveals some interesting connec-
tions and surprises.

The Beecrofts (also spelled Becroft,
Beacraft, and Beecraft) lived on First
Street in Phoenix. Alice was the youngest
of eight children with thirty years stretch-
ing between her and the eldest. Her father
William, was a Civil War veteran. Alice
attended Phoenix Grade School, then
commuted to Medford High School
where she took an interest in art and
theater. She received her diploma in 1915.

Alice also attended the State Normal
School in Ashland. She passed the state’s
teacher’s examination in December
1914, and was assigned to teach sixth,
seventh, and eighth grades at Jack-
sonville Elementary School. Alice
moved to Jacksonville and lived with
“Aunty [Jane] McCully,” who opened
the first school in Jacksonville.

Alice met her future husband Albert
Mitchell while teaching in Jacksonville.
Albert was a senior in high school
enrolled in a teacher’s training course,
living with his family on Applegate
Street. When Alice became ill during the
winter of 1916-1917, Albert was sent to
teach her classes. After graduation, Albert
enlisted in the U.S. Navy for service
during WWIL.

Meanwhile, Alice became friends
with Jacksonville’s blossoming artist,
Dorland Robinson. Dorland was just four
years older than Alice. The Robinsons
were well-known in Jacksonville. Dr.
Robinson was a local physician and
owned a drug store on California Street.
Alice purchased her art supplies there.

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE




Alice’s carefully detailed still lifes showed
her training. ca 1920

é’ hen he was a boy, Albert
Mitchell ordered items from
this drugstore to sell door to
door and unwittingly became a subject for
young Dorland Robinson. As he later
recalled, “I was peddling some kind of
bluing or something else out and around,
and I came to the Robinson’s home...she
came to door and bought some. And she
says, ‘Albert, how would you like to pose
for a sketch that I'd like to make of you?’
So I agreed to that. And she had her
studio...up in the Britt house. She wanted
me to be a newsboy with the papers there
and everything.”!
Dorland encouraged Alice in her
artistic pursuits and her work may have

VoL.3,No. 3

SouTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SactETY #57.14.11

Sketches of Jacksonville, 1917, pasted on a
wallpaper sample.

influenced Alice’s choice of subjects.
Pieces in the Society’s collection include
people, animals, and scenery sketched
around Jacksonville in 1917. Some of the
portraits are captioned “Old Timers” and
“Sketches made on J’ville trolley.” Other
sketches show local historic sites titled
“Old Convent Steps” (St. Mary’s Acade-
my) and the “Old Fort Near Fire Hall”
(Brunner Building).

Tragedy struck Jacksonville in early
1917, when Dorland Robinson committed
suicide. It was a shock for the Robinsons
and their friends. Perhaps given the
memory of Dorland’s encouragement and
tragic demise, Alice decided to pursue
formal training. The following year she

COURTESY OF JOANNE AND JOEL

Alice worked as a commercial artist during
the day. This is one of her detailed sketches of
people. ca 1920

enrolled in the brand new Otis Art Institute
in Los Angeles. Alice’s mother, Lorinda,
and Albert’s younger sister, Rosalie,
moved with her to Los Angeles. When
Albert’s mother died in early 1918 Alice
took care of Rosalie. Alice and Albert
Mitchell were married in 1919.

The traces of Alice’s story were lost at
the point of her marriage. Through phone
calls and letters from the Southern Oregon
Historical Society it was discovered that
Alice’s family had stored away some of
her work. Pages of pencil sketches and
pen and ink drawings were pasted in a
wallpaper sample book dated 1920.
Alice’s carefully detailed people, still
lifes, and scenes show her training and
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studies. Alice took evening classes at Otis after
she married and worked as a commercial artist

during the day. The sketches in the Society’s
collection also came from this wallpaper
sample book.

‘ r /lice worked in several mediums. There
_____ j,f/ are watercolors of her father playing

s

/"1 the cello and of wild ducks leaving a
marsh. They are both signed “Alice Becroft”
which meant she painted them before she
married. Alice also painted still lifes and an
amusing scene of a monk enjoying his bread
and wine.

Alice and Albert eventually moved to San
Francisco, where he graduated from theologi-
cal seminary in 1926. He ministered in Seattle,
Oakland, and Turlock, California. Alice
became very busy raising two children and
working in the church, but she gave private art
W lessons during the 1930s. During the Korean

© War Albert served in the Chaplain’s Depart-
ment of the U.S. Navy. He and Alice lived and
{ traveled in Japan and collected oriental art.
: The Mitchells returned to Jacksonville in
1962 and moved into Albert’s boyhood
', home. Alice died in 1977 at the age of
o ~ eighty-one. Albert passed away nine years
| later. They enriched many people’s lives over
the years and their story has given us a new
appreciation for a young woman’s sketches
@ of southern Oregon. &

Mary Ames Sheret is the Curator of Collections
for the Southern Oregon Historical Society.
Many thanks to Alice’s daughter, JoAnne Elias
and her husband Joel for sharing Alice’s
artwork and family photographs.

ENDNOTES
1. SOHS - (OH-166)
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Opposite page:

Paintings courtesy of JoAnne and Joel Elias.
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Alice and Albert Mitchell
ca 1917

SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY #15890

Alice in front of her home in Phoenix. ca 1910

SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY #15884

SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY #15888

Alice in 1913 at
age 17.
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Society Facts

If all of the “stuff” in the
library were laid end to
end it would be approxi-
mately the length of
eleven football fields or
three quarters of a mile.
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Pulled From the Papers
“Sometimes Medford has sunshine
when J’ville has fog.

But that’s all right because at night
when it has fog,

we have moonshine.”
~Jacksonville Post,10 Jan. 1920

“Perhaps some of the lads who are
putting on overalls will be psycho-
logically influenced to attempt a
regular day’s work.”

—Jacksonville Post, 22 May 1920

“Personal- will the person to whom I

gave a piece of my mind please
return it at once. I find I am unable
to do without it. Paul L..”
~Jacksonville Post, 22 May 1920

April Showers?

Quilts on Exhibit—Medford

The Southern Oregon History Center exhibits
a selection of quilts on the Mezzanine floor from
May through September, with collections of
embroidery, weaving, and cloth dolls on exhibit in
the adjacent Community Collects Gallery. The
History Center is located at 106 North Central
Avenue. Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 to 5; Satur-
day, 1 to 5. For more details and updates on work-
shops, classes, or programs at multiple venues
call The Whole Cloth (800) 982-1487 or (541)
734-3982.

The Whole Cloth in Jacksonville

A selection of the Society’s quilt collection,
Piece Making from the Whole Cloth, is on view
at the Jacksonville Museum, 5th & C Streets, Jack-
sonville. Hours: Wednesday through Saturday 10 to 5,
Sunday, 12 to 5.

Orchard Home Tour

Southern Oregon Women’s Access to Credit
(SOWAC), is hosting a charity event at the historic
Eden Valley Orchard on May 30, 1998. The event
will be reminiscent of the era when Colonel Gordon
Voorhies commanded the property. Enjoy period
entertainment and a display of artifacts from the
Society’s collections, including Gordon Voorhies’
West Point uniform and his wife’s “Paris original”
ball gown. For more information on this charity
event contact Marjorie Edens at (541) 773-6536 or
Mary O’Kief at SOWAC, (541) 779-3992.

Try one of these selections from the History Store:

Life begins again at eighty, or so it did for Stella Walthall Patterson. Her book,
“Dear Mad’m,” re-counts her many adventures in the wilds of the Siskiyou Moun-
tains near Happy Camp, California. From encounters with a mountain lion to the calm
beauty of her flower garden, Stella invites her readers along and proves that you’re

never too old for adventure.

Each story in “Conversations with Pioneer Women” paints an incredible mental
picture of what life was like in the mid-1800s. These accounts, originally recorded by
Fred Lockley, then later compiled into book form by Mike Helm, are all true stories.
Whether it’s a sad memory of lost family members, humorous recollections of a young
woman who didn’t know what a napkin was for, or the many engrossing accounts of
Indian run-ins, this book shows life through the eyes of the women who lived it.

Both of these engaging books can be purchased at The History Store, Lower Level
of the Rogue Valley Mall, Medford, Oregon.
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‘Getting to know you,
getting to know all about you..

“

—Rogers and Hammerstein

Comments from Heritage readers are always welcome, and we thank those of you
who phone in, make the comment in passing, and send the quick note of encouragement.
You keep us inspired. Right now there are only 823 subscribers to Southern Oregon
Heritage. 1 could practically have you all over for dinner—my husband’s a great cook!
Given that such a large party would probably cause our house to slide off its rocky foun-
dation (the marriage, I’m sure would endure), I invite you to share your tastes with us by
taking part in the survey on pages 33 and 34. We’d like to know what you think, who you
are, and why you are a subscriber. You are a select group that is very important to us.

The Southern Oregon Heritage staff is entirely focused on creating the greatest maga-
zine that we can, and our aim is to please you. Let us know how we’re doing!

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

it

Marcia Somers La Fond, Editor

ﬁ“p'lmed by a self addressed envelope stamped w1t suffx ‘ent postag ’ Authors‘ . ;61; Orcoon Hlstoncal Soc1ety
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Now on display at the
Jacksonville Museum.

“Quilts in the Rogue Valley” is opening at the History Center in May.
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