






Rubbing of chiseled boulder done on Harriet's "red 
letter day" atop Nilgiri Mountain. 

say to us. They often asked my many ques­
tions; some were why I did not wear jewelry. 
they are very fond of ornaments, the poor 
wearing very poor and cheap ones. They asked 
me why I did not oil my face, as they are 
accustomed to oil their bodies daily. 

On one tour in the country we had our 
tent pitched two or three miles from the 
Nilzere mountains. A company of surveyors 
learning of our camp so near to them, Mr. 
Peyton, the Superintendent, sent us an invita­
tion to come up and spend a day with them on 
the mountain, which we were glad to accept, 
he offering to send means of conveyance. The 
next morning before daylight we heard a great 
noise outside our tent. A great number of 
natives with three elephants had come to take 
us up the mountain. A young lady, Miss Bond, 
was with us from Balasore. So we hurried and 
dressed ourselves with all dispatch and mount­
ed each of us an elephant, which we rode to 
the foot of the hills; but oh! how the long steps 
of the huge animal made my back ache. At the 
foot of the hills we found three chairs with 
poles fastened on both sides with eight men 
for each chair to escort us up the Nilzere 
mountain. At times the ascent was very 
steep-almost perpendicular-but our carriers 
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were sure-footed and took us safely up the 
hill, where we found several tents spread, 
one small tent given to Miss Bond and 
myself where we could wash and do our 
toilet. About 10 o'clock we were called to 
breakfast on good things, for which we 
had a keen relish; spent the day very 
pleasantly; at 4 o'clock p.m. had a sump­
tuous dinner, after which Mr. Payton 
proposed we take a walk. So with his men 
and chisels, and tools we had our names, 
date of the month and year, engraved on 
the rock there which will remain for ages 
and whoever goes there can read it for 
their own satisfaction. Then we started on 
our downward journey, which was far 
from pleasant, as we were pitching pitch­
ing all the way down, and it seemed to me 
I should surely tumble out, and after 
reaching our tent and safely in bed I was 

J, Richard Collins eventually found Harriet's rock and ventured to Nilgiri Hill Station. 140 years after 
Harriet's visit, he "read it for his own satisfaction." and did the rubbing shown above, November 15, 1994. 
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pitching the whole night long. But all in all 
it was a red letter day, such as we seldom 
enjoyed. It was very pleasant after being so 
long confined by the hot winds and the rains 
to get out into the open country and breathe 
the fresh air. 

When our boy [Jeremiah Henry Cooley 
born 14 August 1856] was six months old, 
sitting up in a cart with me, in driving 
through a thick jungle, a wild tiger came out 
of the thicket, passed down the gully on the 
left side of the turnpike, crossed the road 
deliberately, down the other side, and sat 
back on his haunches- and there we left him. 
It was a grand sight to see a tiger in his native 
state; to see him shut up in a cage we cannot 
see his grandeur. I said to the driver with me: 
"What is that?" He turned a flightened face 
to me and said: "Choop gorrmie;' that is, 
keep still. I never fired a gun but how I did 
wish I had one as I 
had such a fine 
view it seemed I 

there was civil war in the United States, 
which news was like a dagger to our hearts. 
Our loved native land in a state of war! Can 
it be? Oh, can it be true? Yes, indeed, it was 
true-

two sisters had married and left the old 
parental home so dear to my heart for 
homes of their own, which left father and 
mother alone in that big house-for it was 
built for a large family. We visited with 

relatives and old friends, then went to 
Hillsdale to join our parents and two 
sisters with their families. Enjoyed 
meeting them after so long a separa­
tion, but oh, I was so tired and worn 
it seemed I must give up and take to a 
quiet life. About this time I heard a 
little Swede girl sing: "There is rest 
for the weary on the other side of 
Jordan." It was such a comfort, oh, 
such a comfort to my poor tired 
person, tossed so long on life's trou­
bled sea." I 

]. Richard Collins, born and raised 
c in Medford, received his MFA at 
~ California Institute of the Arts, Los 

Angeles. His art work has been 

could not have 
failed in hitting 
him. The govem­
ment gives a boun­
ty of 50 rupees for 
every tiger killed 
and then I would 
surely had a feath­
er in my cap. Mr. 
Cooley rode 
through there on 
his horse less than 
an hour before but 
lost the grand 
sight. Many inter­
esting incidents I 
might relate but 
this was the only 
tiger I saw during 
our sojoum in India. 

Of life on ship Harriet said, "We have a daily system of study and reading exhibited at galleries throughout the 
L-su_c_h_a_t_im_e_fo_r_r_ea_d_in....:g:_a_s_I_h_a_ve_Io_n.::.g ___ .::s_ __ c_oo_I....:ey_'s_g.::.I_as_s_es_. ____ _j o: N 0 rthwest including the Rogue 

The first six years of life in India I had 
very good health, but after that we were all 
three down with fever when the rainy season 
carne on, which was so enervating after 
repeated attacks we did not rally when the 
cold season came on as at first, so without 
the ability and strength to work it was decid­
ed that we retum to our native land after 12 
years absence. Duling that time we had two 
little boys; one died a few weeks old, the 
other still lives-51 years old as I write. 

The first of January, 1861, we 
embarked at Calcutta on the Art Union 
with Captain Norton for the United States. 
In mid-ocean we spoke a vessel that told us 
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From Boston [May 14, 1861] we went 
directly to the old home at Ellington, and 
when about 10 miles from the old family 
home, where my father had lived 36 years, 
we heard the home was sold and my 
parents had moved to Hillsdale, Mich. That 
was a sore disappointment for me for we 
had expected to meet them that very day 
and shake the friendly hand. But disap­
pointments seem to be the lot of all. Two 
brothers and a sister still resided in the 
town to give us a welcome. Three promis­
ing children had been called to enter the 
unknown-a brother and two sisters died of 
typhoid fever within three weeks-the other 

Gallery in Medford, the Schneider 
Museum of Art in Ashland, and numerous 
galleries in Seattle and Los Angeles. Orig­
inal material used in "Sister Harriet" 
copyright 1987, J. Richard Collins. All 
items pictured in this article are the prop­
erty of Harriet's family. 

Patricia Kuhn is a frequent contributor to 
Southem Oregon Heritage. She is also co­
author of "And the Stars Gave Us Names," 
a book of poetry published in 1997. She 
began an enduring friendship with the 
Collins family in 1959, upon moving to 
Medford. 
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by William Alley 
Archivist/Historian 

For over ten years, from 1925 until 
about 1936, there was not an event of 
any importance, it seemed, that did 

not warrant the presence of Horace Brom­
ley and the California Oregon Power 
Company (COPCO) newsreel camera. 
High school football games, local parades 
and celebrations, the first airmail flight on 
the Pacific Coast, and visits to southern 
Oregon of such luminaries as Herbert 
Hoover and Charles Lindbergh were all 
recorded on film. These films were later 
exhibited under the title "COPCO CuTI"ent 
Events Newsreels." From their inception in 
1925, until Bromley left Medford in 1936, 
the COPCO films enjoyed immense popu­
larity and were much in demand for 
viewing at gatherings of all sorts. 
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Horace Bromley was born in Chicago, 
Illinois on September 30, 1892, the son of 
Edgar and Ella Bromley. Edgar brought his 
family to Medford in 1910, setting up resi­
dence in west Medford in a bungalow on 
the corner of what was then 6th and 
Columbus. Edgar barely had time to estab­
lish himself as a farmer, when he died in 
November of 1912. He left behind his 
widow, a daughter, and twenty year-old 
Horace and Edgar's widow behind. I 

The year his father died, Horace took 
his first job, windows trimming for the 
H.C. Kentner Company, whose department 
store was located on the southeast corner 
of east Main and Bartlett streets in down­
town Medford. It is most likely here that 
the young Bromley's interest in advertising 

and marketing took root. Window trim­
ming at that time was a relatively new facet 
of marketing with a trade association 
numbering in the thousands, and a trade 
journal with a circulation in the tens of 
thousands. Window trimmers, or display­
men as they were also known, combined 
the artistry of a set designer with the 
marketing needs of the merchants in order 
to attract customers. By the time Bromley 
had been hired at Kentner's, New York's 
Wanamaker's department store boasted a 
staff of over fifty responsible for the 
creation of their window displays.2 

Soon Bromley had his own business as 
an "Advettising Specialist," with offices in 
Medford's First National Bank building. 
Bromley's advertised services included 
show and sign card writing, streetcar and 
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theater advertising, sign painting and 
"clever show cards." Bromley maintained 
his advertising business until the United 
States entered the war in Europe; in 1918 
Bromley was in the United States Army, 
stationed at Camp Lewis, near Tacoma, 
Washington.3 

After the war's conclusion in the 
fall of 1918, Bromley returned to 
Medford where he secured a position as 
cashier at the Medford office of COPCO. 
During the early years immediately 
following the war's conclusion, Bromley, 
as yet unattached, played a prominent role 
among the younger "Jazz Age" crowd. 
Bromley's days were taken up with his 
work at the power company, but after hours 
he maintained an active social life. Brom­
ley was such a noted character about town 
that the changing from his winter woolens 
to white served as one of the early signs of 
spring and was considered news. The 
Tribune reported in 1919, "Hoss Bromley, 
the pub. agt. [sic] for the jazz orchestra by 
night and a juggler of figures for the Cal­
Ore [sic] Co. by day, has donned his ice 
cream pants." Bromley moonlighted as the 
publicity agent for Herb Alford's Imperial 
Jazz Band, and was also responsible for 
organizing many of the dances and other 
recreational activities patronized by 
Medford's younger set.4 

8 romley's activities in promoting his 
entertainments were frequently 
highlighted by long-time Medford 

Mail Tribune and Sun reporter and colum­
nist Arthur Perry, known for his droll sense 
of humor and curmudgeonly wit in his 
column "Ye Old Smudge Pot." "Horse 
Bromley, the shindig master and promot­
er," Perry once wrote, "will give a hoof­
slinging at Ashland Xmas, that he says will 
outstrip all previous efforts." On another 
occasion Perry noted in his column, 
"Horse Bromley, enthusiasm arouser for 
the Herb Alford Infernal Jazz Orchestra, 
violated the social ethics the tail end of this 
week by wearing his ice cream pantz [sic] 
after sundown." Bromley's prominence 
among the activities of the younger set was 
documented when Perry noted, "The main­
spring has been removed from the activi­
ties of the younger set by the absence of 
Hoss Bromley. Mr. Bromley adds piquant 
jazz to all social functions."5 

In the spring of 1921, Bromley took 
some time off from his job as cashier at 
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COPCO's Medford office and dropped 
out of sight. His absence did not, howev­
er, go unnoticed. A small item appeared 
in the Local and Personal column of the 
Medford Mail Tribune which read, 
"There are strong rumors in circulation 
that Horace Bromley is a Benedict. He 
has not been at his usual place of busi­
ness this week, having obtained a 
leave of absence to look after 'impor­
tant business.' Nor are his where­
abouts known. Evidently he thinks 
he is fooling the boys but they are 
complacently biding their time 
until he shows up with his 

bride."6 ~;;;;::::::::::::::=:=::::~==~======~=: While r. 

Bromley 
may not have 
fooled anyone 
as to his inten­
tions, he did 
manage to keep 
the location of 
his nuptials 
secret and free 
from "the usual 
wedding stunts." 
On March 24, 
1921, Horace 
Bromley and his 
fiance, Hazel Bebb 
were married in 
Yreka, California. 
After a short honey­
moon in California, 
the couple returned to 
Medford and set up 
housekeeping in the 
Bromley home. 7 

Family life resulted 
in some changes in Brom­
ley's lifestyle. When his 
name managed to make its way into the 
pages of the local paper, it was less in 
connection with dances and jazz bands. 
Tennis became a more visible pastime, 
especially after COPCO built a court for 
company use in 1922. Soon there were 
company tournaments as well as other 
matches with local tennis experts, such as 
Raymond Fish. 

Bromley also assumed the duties of 
manager of the COPCO baseball team. 
"H.B. of the Demons for Development is 
running a baseball team this summer," 
Arthur Perry noted, "and is not seen with 
white britches on the tennis court any Vol.6 
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Shown here, the arrival of the 1st 
airmail plane in Medford, Septem­
ber 16, 1926. Bromley, the COPCO 
Cameraman, was there to capture 
the historic moment. 

Bromley began his career in 
marketing as a window dresser at 
Kentner's Department Store, one of 
the first department stores in 
Medford. 

more." This was during a time when there 
were few professional sports teams in 
Medford, and the local amateur teams 
drew substantial audiences. 1922 also 
witnessed the birth of a son, Robert. Arthur 
Perry also notified the readers of his 
column of a loss suffered that year hy 
Bromley. "Horse Bromley, who was 
removed from his appendix last mo., has 
also suffered the loss of 2 pr. of white 
pants."S 

After several years as cashier in 
COPCO's Medford office, Bromley was 
offered a promotion to the district manag­
er's position in COPCO's Grants Pass 
office. In March of 1923 Horace, Hazel, 
and young Robert packed up and relocated 
to Grants Pass. It is not exactly clear how 
long the Bromleys remained in Grants 
Pass, but the resumption of a listing for 
them in the May 1924 telephone directory 
indicates that they were back in Medford 
the following year. Bromley's return to 
Medford is probably due to another 
promotion, this time to second assistant 
secretary. After his return to Medford, 
Bromley also embarked on a project that 
would lead to a lasting contribution to the 
history of southern Oregon.9 

In 1924 the California Oregon Power 
Company began construction of a second 
power generating plant at COPCO, on the 
Klamath River in Northern California. 
Bromley, who had acquired a 16mm movie 
camera, documented the plant's construc­
tion as part of his duties as publicist for 
COPCO. When first exhibited in the spring 
of 1925, the film, titled "A Trip to Copco," 
proved to be highly popular, and was in 
great demand at civic meetings and 
schools throughout "Copcoland," as the 
company referred to the region it 
serviced.IO 

The first COPCO film was an immedi­
ate success, and Bromley recognized the 
enormous marketing potential in its 
continued use. While he continued to 
exhibit the "Trip to Copco'' film through­
out the region, he also started taking new 
pictures. That fall Bromley was on hand to 
film high school football games, including 
the Medford-Marshfield game and the 
Grants Pass-Medford match. Interest in the 
films grew and viewings were much in 
demand. Showings of Bromley's films 
became a regular event, under the name 

Above: An ad from "Rogue River "COPCO Current Events Newsreels."!! 
Fruit Growers." 

Left: Title card for one of the 
COPCO Current Events News-
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For the next couple of years Bromley 
and his camera appeared to be everywhere. 
In addition to his duties as Assistant Secre­
tary, Bromley had also been made 
COPCO's advertising manager, and his 
work took him to all regions served by the 
utility. One regular venue for showcasing 
the movies was the COPCO Forum. The 
COPCO Forum was a social club orga­
nized by employees of the power utility 
and whose activities were entirely inde­
pendent of the company. In addition to 
their regular "study" meetings, where vari­
ous topics were discussed, the Forum also 
held an annual Christmas party for the 
children of Medford. Rotary clubs, civic 
and social organizations, granges and 
community organizations all regularly 
clamored for the films. Bromley's sched­
ule for showing his films was a full one. 12 

The COPCO newsreels were a highly 
successful and popular marketing tool for 
the power utility. During the I 920s and 
1930s COPCO sought to increase its 
customer base and profits through the sale 
of electrical appliances. It even main­
tained a fleet of sales trucks at one time, 
offering everything from table lamps to 
Westinghouse electric ranges. COPCO 
entered into agreements with many of 
Medford's merchants offering the free 
wiring of major appliances with their 
purchase. 

When Bromley took his films on the 
road to outlying districts, he would enter­
tain the audience with the films and then 
pitch the sale of electrical appliances. On 
occasion he was able to sell appliances to 
people who had yet to receive electrical 
service. 13 

Things were going well for the B.rom­
leys in 1926. Horace was makmg a 
name for himself at COPCO and 

around town. Byllesby Magazine, a 
management trade publication, retained 
Bromley as its local contributing editor. 
Bromley was also active with the local 
post of the American Legion, and he and 
Hazel welcomed the birth of a second son, 
Spencer. Bromley's newsreels steadily 
gained in popularity, and in 1927 he 
purchased a new 16mm camera, which 
was a "vast improvement" over the old 
machine. In 1928 things were going so 
well that the Bromleys moved from the 
home he had occupied since arriving in 
Medford in 1910, to the more spacious 
surroundings of a home on south 
Oakdale, one of Medford's most sought­
after neighborhoods. Bromley still carried 
on with a fun-loving crowd. 

In the summer of 1928, Bromley's 
trademark pencil thin moustache fell 
victim to a prank. "People who have noted 
Hon. Horse Bromley, since his comrades 

Over forty reels of COPCO films are now being preserved by the Society. 
~------------~~--~~ 
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The intersection of West Main and Holly streets, where the California Oregon Power Company had its main offices. 

took his moustache away," Arthur Perry 
noted in his column, "are circulating a peti­
tion to have the merrymakers put it back." 
At that same time Bromley, who had start­
ed his career as a sign painter and Advertis­
ing Specialist was promoted to the position 
of General Advertising Manager for the 
power company. 14 

As the roaring twenties came to a 
close, the increased workload that had 
accompanied Bromley's promotions 
began to take a toll on his domestic life. In 
1931 Hazel filed for divorce and was 
granted custody of the two children. 
Horace bought out his ex-wife's interest in 
the house on Oakdale and later took on a 
couple of boarders and resumed the life of 
a bachelor. 

In about 1936 Bromley left the 
employ of the California Oregon Power 
Company to take a position with the Curtis 
Publishing Company and relocated to 
Salem, Oregon. Bromley's departure put 
an end to the COPCO CmTent Events 
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Newsreels. The local newspaper, the 
Medford Mail Tribune made an attempt to 
carry on with its own newsreels; several 
references to the Tribune newsreels 
appeared in the paper in 1936, but soon 
disappeared. 

Bromley remained in Salem, for the 
remainder of his life. He died there on 
February 8, 1970. I 

William Alley, Southern Oregon Historical 
Society historian and archivist, adapted the 
script for "An Air Minded City" from his 
article of the same name that appeared in 
Vol. 3, No. 1 Southern Oregon Heritage. 
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CURRENT EVENTS NE~!SREELS 
l he first COPCO film documented the 

construction of the new power plant on 
the Klamath River that was completed in 
1925. Shot by COPCO's advertising 
manager, Horace Bromley, the films docu­
mented a decade of the region's activities, 
from the mundane to the significant. The 
decade during which Bromley made his 
films was, perhaps, the high point in news­
reel production in general. Half a dozen 
newsreel companies, backed by all of the 
major Hollywood studios, regularly 
produced their twice-weekly fare for distri­
bution in theaters across the country and 
the world. For many years these newsreels 
provided the pictorial coverage of the news 
that the newspapers of the day were unable 
to duplicate. 

The COPCO Current Events news­
reels were not commercially produced for 
exhibit in the local theaters, however. They 
were produced instead on 16mm film by an 
amateur photographer in the company's 
marketing department. The purpose of the 
films was to record local events for local 
exhibition as a sales and marketing device 
by the local power utility, the California 
Oregon Power Company. They were 
exhibited without charge at almost any 
gatherings of all kinds. 

Whatever the event, Horace Bromley, 
the COPCO cameraman, was there, 
camera to his eye, recording the event not 
only for the audience of the day, but also, it 
turns out, for posterity. After shooting an 
event, the films were mailed to San Fran­
cisco for processing. Title cards for these 
silent newsreels were then ordered and 
edited into the reels before becoming avail­
able, at no charge, for exhibition. On 
September 19, 1926, the first airmail 
flights on the West Coast passed through 
Medford. On hand to record the event was 
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Horace Bromley, the COPCO 
camera man.'5 The following day 
the exposed film was loaded on an 
airmail flight for processing in San 
Francisco. To maintain timeliness, 
all subsequent newsreels were sent 
by airmail to the processing lab. 

It is not known exactly how 
many films were shot by Bromley 
during the decade he made them, 
and after his departure in 1936, no 
additional newsreels were made. 
The COPCO Cunent Events News­
reels remained with the power 
company after Bromley left, and 
eventually a number of them, each 
containing several different events, 
ended up in the custody of The 
Medford Movie Club, one of whose 
members was himself a COPCO 
employee. 

The earliest surviving indica­
tion of the club's existence is a 
Medford Movie Club inventory of 
the COPCO films dated April 20, 
1943. In 1972 the surviving 
members of the Medford Movie 
Club donated their collection of 
films to the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society. Over forty reels 
of the films are now being 
preserved by the Society. Because 
the original 16mm films had been played 
so many times over the years, it is neces­
sary for them to be professionally 
conserved and cleaned. The films are then 
duplicated onto video tape for viewing. To 
date, the Society has been able to clean and 
copy about one third of the collection. The 
remaining films await the availability of 
funds to complete the project. 

The Southern Oregon Historical Soci­
ety and Southern Oregon Public Television 

have embarked on a joint effort to utilize 
the COPCO films in a series of documen­
taries. The first of these documentaries 
titled "An Air Minded City," documents 
the key role southern Oregon played in the 
development of commercial aviation on 
the West Coast. It premiered on KSYS on 
September 10, 1998. I 
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Private Lee Dewey Purdin. 
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COLLECTIONS HIGHLIGHT 

by Mary Ames Sheret, Curator of Collections and Exhibits 

t the age of nineteen, Medford resident Lee Dewey Purdin went to war. It was 
1918 and Dewey and his brother Lyle joined the Allies on the Western 
Front. Dewey was mustered into the army from the 7th Company of the 

Oregon National Guard, Coast Artillery Corps, which he joined in 1915. 
"Bound for France," Dewey wrote in his diary on February 26th. In April he 

an·ived in Le Havre and took in stride his training to drive trucks laden with ammu­
nition, guns, and men to the front lines. Cited for bravery for driving on bad roads 
and under fire, Dewey noted, "there was not much to it. A few whiz bangs busted 
rather near us, but no one was hurt." 

Purdin's comments are deceiving. The 
Great War had unprecedented casualties. 
Millions of soldiers and civilians were 
killed and wounded. Heavy guns and high 
explosive shells were used in the siege 
warfare of the trenches. All nations adopted 
steel helmets to help prevent head wounds. 

In 1916 phosgene gas was introduced 
in battle. The poisonous gas caused extreme, 

Commemorative medal 
awarded to Purdin by 
the state of Oregon for 
war service. 

WWI gas mask and haversack. 
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even fatal, lung damage a few hours after exposure. 
Every soldier canied a haversack containing a gas 
mask. In November 1918, Purdin wrote in a letter 
home, "we have been having gas defense training 
the last four days, and it is quite interesting. We 
have to go thru all the various gases of very strong 
concentration with our masks on. We were in 
poisonous gas yesterday, phosqueue it is called, 
three breaths of which would kill a man .... " 

Dewey Purdin served in the St. Mihiel and 
Meuse-Argonne offenses. On November 11, 
1918, Dewey wrote, "this is surely some 
day. Fighting ceased at 11:00 AM. Took 

A large number of head wounds were 
caused by overhead shell bursts. 

some men out to the Guns and brot 
them back at night, used the lights on 
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the car for the first time since I have 
been up to the front." 

Private Purdin returned home in 
January 1919 and was discharged a few 
months later. His brother, Lyle, also 
returned home from the war. The Great 
War officially ended on June 28, 1919. 
President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed 
November 11th as Armistice Day to 
remind Americans of the war's 
tragedies. Following WWII the holiday 
changed to Veterans Day to honor all 
U.S. veterans. I 

Victory medal awarded to Private 
Purdin listing the campaign in 
which he participated. 

Example of wool uniform worn during the 
Meuse-Argonne offensive, October 1918. 
This one belonged to Justice V. Alvord, who 
survived battle wounds but died two years 
later of tuberculosis. 

A steel helmet and metal covered 
first aid packet were issued to 

every soldier. Dewey Purdin 
bought the field glasses a week 

before the fighting halted. 
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SNAPSHOTS 

.: 
,.! 

~ 

eason o -veac:.{ ---L~ ,; 

O
n a day in September the hills are suddenly gold, there's a 
chill in the air and woodsmoke along with it. For many 
southern Oregonians thoughts of barbecues, jet skis, and 

days at the lake immediately vanish-they become poised for the 
morning they will wake at dawn, fill a thermos with coffee and 
head for Klamath Falls. Hunting became a family tradition in 
southern Oregon with the first generation of settlers' offspring. No 
longer struggling to survive, hunting became a sport as much as 
a necessity. 

Dead buck on back of horse, "Rattlesnake." Circa 1920. 
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There are timeless qualities about hunting. For some, hunting 
means time alone, a time to enjoy solitude and enjoy the region's 
natural beauty. For others, it's purely about "the kill" and compe­
tition with one's cronies. Hunting is also about spending time with 
friends, and passing along hunting and tracking skills to children 
and grandchildren. The nature of hunting, however, has changed 
dramatically over the last 150 years. 

Claude Riddle, of Riddle, Oregon, wrote in 1952 in his 
pamphlet entitled "In the Happy Hills," about a time when there 

were no limits, no "No Trespassing" signs, and no 
"seasons." He recounts a time when his brother George 
saw ''twenty-five bucks in one drove in Tanglefoot 
Canyon on Middle Creek." Hunters traveled on foot, by 
plowhorse and cart, or on horseback. The advent of 
autos changed things. Instead of loading an animal onto 
a cart or horse, Riddle said, " ... the hunter had to carry 
it on his back to the car, and sometimes that was about 
as exhausting work as anyone ever unde1took." 

Today's hunters, who can afford them, use ATV's, 
the ''modern" version of the horse and cart, which 
allows people to travel fmther into the wilds, and to 
pack the animal out, with ease. 
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Gone are the free-wheeling days when you could 

shoot what you wanted, when you wanted. Seasons are 
short, limits are set. and hunting is restricted to certain 
areas. Every hunter needs a license, and additional 
"tags," are required for deer, elk, duck, geese, fish, and 
cougar. Poaching, which reached a peak here during 
the Great Depression, continues, according to Merv 
Wolfer, Assistant Biologist for Oregon State Fish and 
Wildlife. Although statistics are not available, poach­
ing seems as strong a tradition in Southem Oregon as 
hunting itself. 

With more than 350,000 hunting licenses issued 
throughout Oregon this year, one can see how popular 
this sport is. It is one that includes the whole family. 
Wolfer, who was taken on his first hunting trip at 
eleven years-old, reckoned that, .. unless you're raised 
hunting, you probably never will." I 

Editor's note: If you have strong memories of 
hunting and would like to be interviewed for a feature 
article on the traditions of hunting in southern 
Oregon, please contact, by phone or mail, Marcia 
Somers LaFond, Editor, at the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society, (541) 773-6536. 

VoL 4, No. I 

Mr. Poole returning from a hunting trip with two bucks. Circa 1895. 

"Taylor," "Bert," "Dutch," and Howard Oden with their bunting dogs. 1928. 

Sam Hodges (gun on shoulder) and George Childers on a bunting trip. Circa 1890. 
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· ning possibilities have drawn 
prospectors to southern Oregon 

. ever since news about a gold 
discovery was published in May 1852. By 
that summer, hundreds of miners were work­
ing near a new camp along Jackson Creek 
called Table Rock City, now known as 
Jacksonville. The placers were shallow and 
quickly worked out. Miners moved to other 
areas of the valley and region in their search 
for a big stlike. The rich diggings on the Illi­
nois River became known as "Sailor's 
Diggings," later Waldo. By 1855 Waldo was 
the largest town in that area and, by the 
following year, became the first county seat of 
Josephine County. 

Prospectors extracted gold using differ­
ent techniques. Placer mining, where gold 
was washed from streambed gravels using 
pans or sluice boxes, was widespread. When 
there was a reliable water source, they might 
use hydraulic methods, where huge amounts 
of pressurized water loosened gravels and dirt 
on a slope. This material was then washed 
through a selies of sluice boxes to sort out the 
gold-bearing silt. Finally, as quartz veins were 
hunted below the surface, prospectors turned 
to hardrock mining. However, the cost of 
sinking underground tunnels and getting the 
minerals out could only be born by those who 
had the needed capital to follow promising 
quartz veins to a "mother lode." Many miners 
did not want to abandon the relative ease of 
placer mining, so lode mining developed 
more slowly until the 1890s. 

How lich were the takings? There are 
many stolies of rich discoveries and strikes. A 
single piece of gold found near Waldo was 
worth over $3,100. The largest nugget ever 
found in southwestern Oregon was found in 
1859, on the East Fork of Althouse Creek in 
Josephine County. It weighed 204 ounces and 
was valued at $3,500. The area around what is 
now Gold Hill held the most famous of all 
gold pockets. Discovered in 1857, the 
outcropping of rock at "Gold Hill Pocket" 
was so full of gold that workers could 
scarcely break it with sledge hammers. The 
pocket produced at least $700,000 in gold. 

No accurate figures exist for gold 
~reduction in the early years of placer mining 
m Jackson and Josephine counties. Produc­
tion estimates for the two counties from 1864 
to 1869 held around $200,000 annually. 
Duling the next decade, production for the 
entire state decreased steadily with eastern 
Oregon probably producing about three-quar­
ters of the gold. (Beginning in 1880, the 

federal government began to keep numng 
records. Jackson and Josephine counties' 
production value fluctuated throughout the 
years leading up to the turn of the century. By 
1901, however, gold production for Josephine 
County jumped to $300,000 as compared to 
$100,000 in Jackson County. 

While there has always been interest in 
mining the southern Oregon region, the rise in 
production prices after 1900 may have been 
what helped motivate two mining engineers to 
produce their two-county map in 1904. Harry 
E. Foster and A. H. Gunnell of Grants Pass 
prepared "the first detailed and authenti~ 
mining map of Southern Oregon ever issued," 
reported the Democratic Times newspaper on 
May 4, 1904. The paper continued: 

"All of the districts and water courses 
will be shown, with the various mineral 
zones, and as far as possible every quartz 
and placer property will be given place on 
the map." 

If you were a mining engineer, possibly 
underemployed, looking to interest others in 
expanding mining operations in the area 
where you lived, what would you include on 
a map you were going to draw? Besides locat­
ing the quartz and placer mining sites, as well 
~s ~Opper and coal currently worked, the map 
md1cates a most important feature - trans­
portation routes. Getting the minerals away 
from the mine to stamp mills for processing, 
then shipping them out could be a very costly 
operation, especially from parts of the Illinois 
Valley. So wagon roads are indicated as well 
as the established railroad line, shown by the 
dashed line from top center downward to the 
right corner of the map. Notice, also, the 
"Proposed O&C" railroad line, "never built, 
that travels through the Illinois Valley. Foster 
and Gunnell also included other information 
important to mining operations, such as 
sawmills, post offices, and water. 

Take a leisurely look at the detail found 
on this map, note the optimistic names so 
many of the mines carry - "The Millionaire 
Mine," "The Lucky Queen" or "The Oregon 
Bonanza" - which belie the hard work and 
money spent in the hope of finding riches. I 

The Society owns a blueprint copy 
of this map and is currently reproducing 

a black and white copy for sale to the 
general public. The map will be available 
for purchase in November for $9.95, at 
the Jacksonville and Medford History 

Stores, and at the History Center. 
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HERITAGE 
Wins Award A Southern Oregon 
Heritage was rec­
ently honored with 
an Award of Excel­
lence at Apex '98, 
the tenth annual 
awards program 

APEX'98& - -AWARDS FOR 
PIJBUCATION EXCELLEN<:E ---· -&-_.,__ 

Souttlem Oregon Historical Society 

recognizing excel- L__:o======"------' 
lence in publications and communications. 
The award acknowledges excellence in 
graphic design, editorial content, and the 
ability to achieve overall communications 
excellence. Congratulations! 

Society Documentary Soars 
on KSYS 

pal airport. 

The Southern Oregon Histori­
cal Society and South­
ern Oregon Public Tele­
vision, KSYS/KFTS, 
have jointly produced a 
documentary titled "An 
Air-Minded City." The 
documentary tells the 
story of the develop­
ment of aviation in 
southern Oregon from 
the earliest barnstorm­
ers to the dedication in 

1930 of Medford's new munici-

"An Air-Minded City" is based on an 
article of the same name written by Society 
Archivist/Historian William Alley, who also 
initiated the idea of doing the documentary, 
presented it to the television station, and 
wrote the script. We are thrilled to share the 
wonderful local history of our collections, 
photos, and archives in a contemporary 
manner, reaching a television audience. The 
show aired during the pledge drive, on 
September 10, 1998. It will be run again, 
and video copies will be available. 

Society Celebrates Volunteers 

Every October the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society celebrates the contribu­
tions of the more than three hundred volun­
teers who help keep our programs alive. 
Volunteers offer abundant assistance, vitality, 

Society Facts 
and fresh perspectives to 
our jobs. The Southern 
Oregon Heritage staff 
applauds volunteer Mary 
Louise Lyman for two 
years of outstanding 
service as an Editor­
ial Assistant, and 
Maggie James for 
two as a Photogra­
pher's Assistant. 
Both women are 
integral to the work­
ings of the Arts and 
Media/Publications 
Department. Their commitment is uncom­
mon, and their work top notch. Thank you! 

Coverlets Uncovered 

Opening in November 
running through June of 1999, will be a 
display of coverlets from the Southern 
Oregon Historical Society collections. Most 
of these coverlets are fashioned from wool 
or linen and are fine examples of overshot, 
summer/winter, double weave and jacquard 
weaving. They will be on display at the 
Jacksonville Museum. 

Bobbin Lace Making 

Because of the interest shown in the 
first workshop, the Rogue Valley 
Handweavers Guild is sponsoring the 
"Beginning Bobbin Lace Making" work­
shop at the Old Ashland Armory on Novem­
ber 14 and 15, and at the Jacksonville Muse­
um on November 21. Space is limited, so 
contact the Southern Oregon Historical 
Society at (541) 773-6536 for registration, 
workshop fee, and details. 
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Dear Readers: 

Many of you may be aware by now that membership benefits are changing for the better, and so is Southern 

Oregon Heritage. In a campaign to increase membership and awareness of the Southern Oregon Historical Soci-

ety, the magazine will be coming to you monthly. 

Southern Oregon Heritage Today will feature short articles on people in the community doing historic preser-

vation, fun excursions of a histmical nature that are suitable for solitary exploration or for the entire family, infor-

mation about heritage gardening and the region's landscape will occasionally appear along with the things you 

love: photos from the archives, mtifacts from the Society's collections, and an in-depth feature story detailing an 

interesting or important part of the region's history. Included as well will be a two-page section featuring Society 

events, programs, exhibits, and the mystery object. 

Oftentimes people don't realize how history surrounds them, what impact the past has on the present, and 

how, just below the surface of our everyday lives, history is waiting to be recognized and discovered. Over the past 

four months we have been planning, thinking, and dreaming up ways to bring you the Southern Oregon Heritage 

you expect, and yet also bring home the relevance of history today in all of our lives. 

We bid a fond adieu to Southern Oregon Heritage as we know it, and look forward to greeting you with an 

exciting new Southern Oregon Heritage Today in January! 

MARCIA SOMERS LA FOND, EDITOR 

Southern Oregon Heritage Editorial Guidelines 
Feature articles average 3,000 to 4,000 (pre-edited) words. Standard articles should provide a brief autobiographical not~ at the end of manuscripts, 

range from 1,500 to 2,000 words. Other materials range from 100 to 1,500 The Southern Oregon HistoricaLSociety secures rights to full and final 
words. Electronic submissions are accepted on 3-114-inch disks and should be editing of all manuscripts, layout design, and one-time NorthAmerican serial 
accompanied by a hard-copy printout. Cite all sources and construct endnotes rights. Authors will be notified of acceptance of manuscripts within ninety 
and cutlines using the. Chicago Manual of Style. The author is responsible for days of receiving materials. In most cases, payment is upon publication. Southern 
verification of cited facts. A selection of professional, unscreened photographs Oregon Heritage takes great care with all submitted material, but is not respon­
and/or line art should accompany submissions-black-and-white or color. The sible for damage or loss. Only photocopies of irreplaceable original historical 
Southern Oregon Historical Society reserves the right to use Society images in documents should be submitted. Facts, views, and opinions expressed in signed 
place of submitted material. All material should be labeled withauthor's name, submissions are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the view­
rilailing address, and telephone number. Manuscripts will be returned if accom- points or opinions of Southern Oregon Heritage or the Southern Oregon 
panied by a self-addressed envelope stamped with sufficient postage. Authors Historical Society. 
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Have you ever wondered where that interesting water in the Plaza comes from, what 

Chautauqua means, or when the I.O.O.F Hall was built? Find out in your free copy of 

The Spirit of Ashland, the Southern Oregon Historical Society's walking tour brochure 

of Ashland's historic downtown. This 32 page guide, created as a gift to the communi­

ty, is filled with dozens of historic photographs, objects from the Society's collections, 

and details about early characters and construction that made Ashland what it is today. 

The Spirit of Ashland is available at the Ashland Chamber of Commerce, the Society 

office in the old Ashland Armory, the History Center in Medford, and the Jacksonville 

museums. Call the Southern Oregon Historical Society at 773-6536 for information. 
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