




V
alentines were not 
produced in the 
United States until 

the 1840s when Esther 
Howland of Massachusetts 
received an elaborate valen­
tine from a friend in Great 
Britain. So enamored was 
she of the card, that she 
convinced her father, a sta­
tioner, to import the neces­
sary foils, lace papers, 
and chromolithograph 
insets so that she could 
create her own. Her first 
fifteen prototypes brought 
in orders of up to $5000. 
She began an assembly line 
at home, comprised of woman friends from 
Bryn Mawr. She soon began producing her own line of cards. 
She continued for forty years with great success. Esther's 
valentines and those of the others who soon followed, such 
as Louis Prang of Boston, were sold for as much as ten 
dollars apiece. 

With the advent of color printing in the United 
States in 1880, and mass production of novelty cards in 
thel890s, sending valentines became more widespread. 
It ·was not however, until the printing of penny post­
cards in 1900 that Valentine's Day became an 
American tradition. 
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T
he three cards pictured here are from the "Belle 
Epoque" of the valentine, the period from 1890 to 
1910. The card at left has at least six separate pieces, 

and uses some of the brilliant color made available in the 
1880s: note the clear yellow and shiny enamel blue. The 
middle section, with the circular images of a warm home 
and a couple canoeing on a lake, lifts away from the 
base, as does the foil-trimmed top piece. This is typical 

of the German "mechanical card." The "novelty card", 
center, has a chromolithograph blue bird pasted by hand 

as its focus. The card is embossed, colorated, and fea-
tures die-cut scraps and lacy edges, showing off much 
of the new technology of the time. The bottom card 
has seven layers. It includes gold paper, paper fringe, 
foil trim, chromolithograph roses, and a message­

bearing youth in the middle. The cards at top and bot­
tom can be pulled away from their base for a three 
dimensional effect. I 

ENDNOTES 
• Lucy W. McCulloch, Paper Americana, A Collector 's 
Guide (A.S. Barnes and Co, Inc. 1980) pp 50-56. 

• Gail Stanislaw, "Valentine's Day Cards," (Winterthur 
Library Publications, Winter 1996.) 

• Dorothy H. Jenkins, "A ntiques: Roses are Red, Violets are 
Blue," Woman's Day, (February 1969.) 

• The Official Guide to Paper Collectibles (The House of 
Collectibles, Inc. Orlando Fla 1984). 
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THEN AND NOW 

A Welcome Respite: The Prospect Hotel 
by Tami Koenig 

0 ne of the earliest and most 
important transport routes 
in southern Oregon was the 

old Fort Road linking Jacksonville 
to Fort Klamath. The road, estab­
lished in 1865 , wound from the 
flatlands of the Rogue River Valley 
into the dense forests of sugar pines 
and Douglas firs of the Cascade 
mountains. Initially intended for 
the movement of troops , the road 
also benefited the area's settlers, 
who traveled the road for business 
and supplies. 

In the 18 80s an early home­
steader family, the A.H. Boothbys, 
lived along the Fort Road in the 
newly named town of Prospect. 
Their home became a natural stop­
over for travelers making the ninety­
five mile journey over the Oregon 
Cascades. Guests often overflowed 
the house and had to sleep in the 
barn. Eventually the Boothbys 
decided to open a proper hotel 
on their land nearer to Mill 
Creek. They built a large, gabled 
building with sugar pine timbers on 
a foundation of 
lava rock. By 
1893 , a black sign 
reading "Boothby 
House" welcomed 
visitors to Prospect's 
first hotel. 

The hotel 

The Prospect Hotel, originally the Boothby home, has always 
been a stopping place for travelers making their way to and from 
Crater Lake. Circa 1908. 

southern Oregon. It is worth traveling 
hundreds, yea, thousands of miles to 
see."l After traveling along the Fort 
Road and spending the night at 
Boothby House, he wrote to fellow 
writer Sinclair Lewis, "We have been 
out two months and a half now on a 
driving trip, with four saddle horses 
hitched up to a light city trap ... . And 
you can ' t tell me anything about 
mountain roads."2 

Jim and Mary Grieve bought the 
hotel in 1912 and changed the name to 
The Prospect Hotel. It quickly became 
known as one of the best resort hotels 
in the Pacific Northwest. Travel 
along the route became easier with 
the advent of the automobile and 
completion of the new Medford­
Crater Lake Highway (now Highway 
62). What was once a three-day trip 
by heavy wagon could now be made 
in a few hours by car. In September, 
1912, a convoy of thirty-three auto­
mobiles carrying seventy of the 
world 's foremost geographers and 
scientists stopped at the hotel on 
an excursion to Crater Lake. 

The hotel's guest 
register from that 
day reveals signatures 
from nearly every 
major European city, 
including Munich, 
Budapest, St. Peters­
burg, Geneva, Flo­
rence, Paris, London 
and Vienna. 

Along with an 
international clien­
tele, several famous 
personalities and 
politicians found 

became popular with 
valley residents and 
tourists heading to 
Crater Lake. The 
lake was gaining an 
international reputa­
tion, and travelers 
from around the 
globe trekked to see 
its natural wonder. 
In August of 1911 , 
the novelist Jack 
London and his wife 
visited Crater Lake 
for the first time. He 
told a journalist, 
"Crater Lake is the 
greatest asset of 

The Prospect Hotel has been restored after many years and many owners. Travelers may once again have 
good food and a good night's rest at this famed hotel. 

their way to the 
Prospect Hotel dur­
ing the Grieves' 
ownership. Heston, 
the Grieves ' son, 
remembers meeting 
the famous orator 
William J ennin.gs 
Bryan and posing 
for photos in front of 
the hotel. He had 
this to say about 
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THEN AND NOW 

The Medford Mail Tribune described Jim Grieve (right) as "strikingly port­
ly," and the personification of "It" in his 1927 role as "Mr. Mountain Tavern 
Keeper:" a film being made by Pinto Colvig and his Southern California mov­
ing picture company: Grieve turned the Prospect Hotel into one of the finest 
resort hotels in the Pacific Northwest. 

President Herbert Hoover: "He and his FBI guard came into the 
soda fountain. And they ordered milkshakes, served them, and 
someone recognized them .... And they just all jumped up and 
left, didn't even drink their milkshakes."3 

Though automobile travel was becoming more common, the 
journey along the Medford-Crater Lake Highway was still a major 
undertaking. According to Paul Rynning, who worked on road 
improvements between Medford and Prospect in 1919, the road 
beyond Prospect wasn ' t oiled until after 1925 and "the dust was 
hub-deep and in some places so thick you could hardly breathe."4 
Although travelers could make it to Crater Lake in half a day, they 
rarely thought of returning home that same day. The hotel pros­
pered with the increased tourism, and the Grieves added a foun­
tain, an aviary and a trout pond alongside the hotel, as well as sev­
eral wooden tent-like cabins behind it. 

The Prospect Hotel enjoyed its greatest success during the 
1920s and 1930s. It was crowded with guests from near and far. 
Residents of Ashland and Medford often retreated to the mountain 
hotel on weekends as a respite from the summer heat in the valley 
below. Guests enjoyed picking huckleberries, fishing the local 
streams, and visiting nearby sites like the natural bridge and the 
mammoth sugar pine. But most of all, guests enjoyed the meals 
prepared and served by Mary Grieve. "You ought to have seen the 
tables they served. It was something marvelous. They had lovely 
cream and fine beef, roast and pork. It was put on a family-style 
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table," remembers a long-time Prospect resident.5 Lunch began 
at noon and the food kept coming until every guest had their fill. 

After Jim Grieve's death in 1932, Mary stopped serving her 
famous family-style meals. With the help of Dewey Hill, a 
long-time friend, she continued to run the hotel until she died in 
1952. But the hotel's prime was past. Travelers along the paved 
and improved highway, now called Highway 62, expected modern 
conveniences, and the journey to Crater Lake had become an easy 
day-trip from Medford. 

Today the Prospect Hotel enjoys a renewed popularity 
with visitors to the Pacific Northwest. Its rooms are named 
after some of the famous personalities who were once guests. 
Dinner is served, once again , in the dining room. Refurbished 
with care and attention to authenticity, at the core of the build­
ing, is the simple gabled frame structure that Mr. Boothby built 
in 1892. 

[For more on travel adventure in the Rogue Valley, visit 
"Going Places To and Through the Rogue Valley, 1826-1996," an 
ongoing exhibit at the History Center in downtown Medford.] I 

Tami Koenig is a freelance writer, exhibit developer, and 
multimedia producer living in Medford. 

ENDNOTES 
l. SOHS Crater Lake vertical file, newspaper clipping, August 1911. 

2. Letters of Jack London, VII, p. 1022. 

3. Grieve, James Heston . SOHS oral hi story #70, p. 70-74. 

4. Medford Mail Tribune , undated clipping. 

5. Medford Mail Tribune, 19 July 1979. 

William Jennings Bryan, famous orator and leading spokesman for the Demo­
cratic Party, stopped off on his way to Crater Lake in 1915. He is 
pictured here with young Heston Grieve. 
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Winter's Playthings 
1. The Trail Breaker, reminiscent of the 

more familiar Flexible Flyer, was manufac­
tured around 1960. 

2. Steel skates such as these owned by 
Rocky Raymond, manufactured by Union 
Hardware Co, were attached to the bottom 
of one's shoes. They were sold for $2 in a 
1924 catalog. 

3. The Rogue Snowmen Ski Club, orga­
nized in 1932, hauled their portable generator to 
tow members up Garfield Peak (Crater Lake), 
Siskiyou Summit, Tomahawk, and Mt. 
Bachelor. These wooden skis and bamboo 
poles, used in the 1930s, were donated by Irene 

Clark a member of the Snowmen. 
4. These men's ice skates (leather soccer 

shoes attached to league hockey blades) were 
used by Frank Bash in 1916 to skate on the 
frozen Columbia River. Bash, who passed 
away in 1996, was a seventy year resident of 
Medford, a founder of the Britt festival , a 
member of the schoolboard for nineteen 
years, and a retired Vice President of P.P.&L. 
He received a Distinguished Civilian Service 
medal in 1978. 

5. This bright red dress was worn by one 
of Sarah Weeks' ten children during the years 
1895 to 1915. Children's dresses were worn by 

Emily Scherer playing in a rare snowfall, 1920s. 
D ETAIL FR0)-1 ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPH. 

both boys and girls. In the mid-19th century 
woolen dresses in bright red, yellow, or plaid, 
decorated with braid or wool embroidery trim, 
were common outdoor wear. A "Burnoose," a 
matching lined cape with hood, tied with a rib­
bon around the neck, was worn for warmth over 
the dress. 

6. Cheerful handmade gloves from the 
1940s reveal a sense of play emerging in chil­
dren's "play clothes." This trend began to effect 
the world of fashion in general: this was espe­
cially true of adult fashions which began to 
mirror the slim silhouettes and jazzy knits of 
the ski slopes. I 

The Scherer children are seated upon 
a sled similar to the Trail Breaker 
shown above. Lowe11 Table Rock is 
visible in the background, as is a 
packing house in one of the orchards 
owned by the family. Note the wooden 
sled behind the children. Mid -1920s. 



Spectators at Klamath Winter Carnival on motorized sled, circa 1927. 

Emile Nordeen, "The Old War Horse" from Bend, and 
Manfred Jacobsen, were skiing rivals during a five year stretch 
of the the Ft. Klamath Winter Carnival, which occurred from 
1927 to 1938. Their race was a 42-miler to Crater Lake, and 
drew crowds of over 4000 to the tiny town of Ft. Klamath. 
Nordeen (below) took first place in the cross-country race (for 
the second time) in 1931. His prize, the trophy called "The 
Klamath," was 36 inches tall and cost $250. 



Tours, Teas, and Figure Eights 

MINER, BAKER, 
FURNITURE MAKER 

TOURS 
The gold in Jackson County 

was bound to dry up eventually. 
When it did, hundreds of miners 
living between Jacksonville and 
Yreka had to relocate or find a 
new profession. "Miner, Baker, 
Furniture Make1;'' an upcoming 
exhibit at the Jacksonville Muse­
um, explores the trades men and 
women adopted after mining 
faded away. 

Although the official open­
ing of "Miner, Baker, Furniture 
Maker " isn't until June, special 
tours are available for those inter­
ested in watching the behind-the­
scenes construction of this large 
exhibit. These tours are a great 
opportunity to see the hard work 
and problem-solving that go into 
making an exhibit of this magni­
tude. The tours are at the Jack­
sonville Museum on March 13 at 
10:30 a.m., April 10 at 5:30 p.m. 
and TBA in May. Free admission 
to Jackson County residents. 
Bring your questions and your 
curiosity. 

*** 
WOMEN MAKING 

A DIFFERENCE 
The Gold Diggers ' Guild 

and the Jacksonville Museum 
Quilters are two auxiliary 
women's groups whose fundrais­
ing has been integral to the His­
torical Society's success during 
the last two decades. 

The Gold Diggers ' Guild, 
founded in 1977, is a group of 
forty-three volunteers dedicated 
to raising funds for the Historical 
Society. Through such activities 
as vintage fashion shows, tea par­
ties, commemorative tray sales, 
auctions, rummage sales , and 
catered dinners, the Guild raised 
$5000 for the Jacksonville Chil­
dren 's Museum in 1996. The 
money will help finance an 
upcoming model railroad project. 

"We're interested in the his­
tory of southern Oregon and think 
it's important to preserve what we 
have for future generations," 
says Guild President Heather 
Mcintyre. 
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The twenty members of the 
Jacksonville Museum Quilters, 
also founded in 1977, meet 
Wednesdays and Thursdays in the 
U.S. Hotel for quilting and social­
izing. Every summer the Quilters 
hold a Quilt Show and donate a 
portion of the profits to The Soci­
ety. Last year they raised $2000 
for the Children's Museum. 

"We're partly a social group, 
like the old-fashioned sewing cir­
cle," says president Mary Eagle. 
"We teach anybody who would 
like to learn quilting or new tech­
niques. We love people to 
drop by." 

Call 773-6536 for more 
information on the Gold Diggers ' 
Guild or the Jacksonville Muse­
um Quilters. 

*** 
ICE RINK CREATES 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
It's been fifty years since the 

Rogue Valley last had an ice rink. 
When the Medford Ice Arena 
opened Saturday, Nov. 8, 1941, at 
619 West Grape Street in Med­
ford, it was immediately popular 
with Rogue Valley residents. It 

Medford's Ice Arena two weeks 
after opening in 1941. 

was reasonable family entertain­
ment; evening skating cost twenty 
cents for children and forty-four 
cents for adults. 

The Ice Arena's advertising 
slogan was "It's Never Too Late 
to Learn to Skate," and in fact the 
Arena put much effort into woo­
ing beginning skaters . It boasted 
an indoor skate shop that sold not 
only skates but gloves, socks, 
hats, and "skating costumes." 

Group skating lessons at one dol­
lar per hour were offered, and 
local hockey teams were orga­
nized. The Arena also hosted spe­
cial events such as a New Year's 
Masquerade Ball and floor shows 
like the Roguette Accordion 
Revue which featured five accor­
dion bands in full costume. (We 
can see part owner George Hunt's 
promotional style at work! See 
the Craterian article p. 22 for 
more.) 

After the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor in September of 1941 and 
subsequent West Coast blackouts, 
the Medford Ice Arena was quick 
to utilize the country's mounting 
patriotism in an advertising cam­
paign: "A word of friendly 
advice: There is NO BLACK­
OUT of RELAXATION! The 
President has requested the peo­
ple NOT to become hysterical; 
instead to remain calm and sensi­
ble. We agree that there IS a defi­
nite national emergency and the 
nation should recognize this fact. 
No precaution for civilian defense 
should be overlooked. But, let us 
not completely disrupt our normal 
living-let us keep physically and 
mentally fit to meet any and all 
emergencies. There is no finer 
way to relax and remain calm 
than to enjoy the grand sport of 
skating at the Medford Ice 
Arena!" 

November of 1996 saw the 
opening of Lithia Park's new 
Darex Family Ice Rink. It was as 
well received as the Ice Arena in 
1941. This wonderful outdoor 
rink is a place that brings commu­
nity together in a positive way. 
Congratulations. 

*** 
YOU CAN HELP 

We are looking for infor­
mation on the Women's Mount­
ed Posse of Medford . If you are 
familiar with this group, its 
members , and activities , please 
contact the editor at 773-6536. 

Do you have photos of the 
Red Top School? Librarian, 
Carol Harbison-Samuelson, 
would like to take a peek. Call 
her at 773-6536. 
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• Southern Oregon History 
Center 

106 N. Cent ral Ave .. Medford 
Going Places: Tm l'el To and 
Th mugh the Rogue Valle.\; now 
showing. Longuage 11{ the Land 
will be on display th rough April 
13. Gallery and ofti ce hours: Mon­
day th rough Friday. 9:00 A. M. to 
5:00 P.M . The galle ry is a lso open 
on Saturday from noon to 5:00 P.i\1. 

• Research Library 
I 06 N. Centra l Ave .. Medford 
Open Tuesday through Saturday. 
I :00 to 5:00 P.M. 

• The History Store, 
Medford 

The History Cente r. I 06 N. Centra l 
Ave .. Medford 
O pen Monday throug h Friday. 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M .; Saturday. 
noon to 5:00 P.M. Come in fo r a 
shopping extravaganza. 

• Jacksonville Museum of 
Southern Oregon History 

206 N. 5th St.. Jacksonville 
Ongoing : Politics o( Culture, 
exploring the issues surrounding 
the collec ti on of A merican Ind ian 
anifacts. All Dressed Up, through 
Marc h. 1997. H o urs: S unday. 
noon to 5:00 P. M . ; Wednesday 
th rough Saturday. I 0 :00 A.M . to 
5:00 P.M.: c losed Mo nday and 
Tuesday. 

• Children's Museum 
206 N. 5th St.. Jacksonvi lle 
Hands-on hi story is fun fo r the 
entire fa mily. Visit the new ge nera l 
store. and turn-o f-th e-century 
laundry and bank. Hours: S unday. 
noon to 5 :00 P. M . ; Wednesday 
through Saturday. I 0 :00 A .M . to 
5:00 P.M. ; c losed Monday and 
Tuesday. 

• C.C. Beekman House 
Ca li fo rni a and Laure lwood streets. 
Jac ksonvi ll e . Ori g inal Vi c torian 
era fu!·ni shings and li ving hi sto­
ry bn ghte n up th e Bec km a n 
Ho use . The Bee km a n Ho use 
opens May 24. 

• C.C. Beekman Bank 
Cali J'orn ia and 3rd streets. 
Jacksonville. 
The interior of thi s turn-of-the­
century bank and We ll s Fargo 
offi ce can be see n J'rom viewin!.! 
p~1rches throughout the year. ~ 
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-~hat if no one reni.embered 
... 

• 
' .. 

Tlie Heritage Circle will insure they do.. 4 

·-"'1 .... 

- ..._ 

-.... 

Help keep history 

alive by becoming 

a charter member of 

the Heritage Circle. 

Make a tax-advantaged 

bequest to the Southern 

Oregon Histofical Society 

Foundation. 

.J£1• 

... 

'· 

To include the Society Foundation in your will, consult your attorney or 
financial advisor. The description of our organization is: The Southern 
Oregon Historical Society Foundation, Inc., which is an Oregon 
non-profit tax-exempt corporation located inJackson County, Oregon. 

For information on how to become a member of the Heritage Circle 
please ~ontact Development Director, Jerry Price, (541) 773-6536. 

I .. . 

I 
Southern Oregon Historical Society Foundation • 06 N. Central, Medford, OR 91- 01. 

.. 

.. 
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