





or trade artifacts from state land.

Archaeological sites located on private property in Oregon are
treated similarly. Collection of artifacts from the surface of the
ground, with the exception of arrowheads, is prohibited. To collect
arrowheads, however, the collector must have written permission
from the landowner. Use of a tool to remove an arrowhead is, again,
prohibited. Further, it is against the law to dig a privately owned
site without a state-issued permit. Artifacts collected from private
land cannot be sold, purchased, traded, or exchanged without writ-
ten permission of the landowner and a notarized “certificate of ori-
gin” describing how and where the artifact was obtained. Thus, you
cannot surface-collect artifacts (except arrowheads), or excavate a
site on private land in Oregon.

It is important to reiterate that Oregon Act 543 prohibits the
intentional excavation, injury, destruction, or alteration of any
archaeological site on public or private land. In other words,
anyone who purposefully injures an archaeological site in the state
of Oregon can be prosecuted under this law, whether that person is
partaking in illegal looting activities, or is conducting legitimate
ground-breaking activities where there is a known site.
Interestingly, in the most recent legislative session, Oregon
Act 588 was amended to excuse the state’s private timber
companies from protecting historic sites located on
private timber land. In other words, Oregon’s tim-
ber industry is free to destroy sites pertaining to
its own heritage and history.

Violations of Oregon Acts 543 and 588
are treated as Class B misdemeanors.
Violators can be fined up to $1,000 and
imprisoned for up to six months. Further,
an American Indian tribe or tribal member
can sue a violator for up to $10,000 for dam-
ages.

Having reviewed the federal and
state legislation pertaining to the protec-
tion of archaeological sites, it is impor-
tant to further discuss some of the issues
raised through example. Below are several
commonly asked artifact-collecting ques-
tions.

e Can I collect artifacts from the = same actis illegal today.
shoreline of a public reservoir in south-
ern Oregon?

No. Often we find numerous artifacts dotting the surface of
beaches created by the region’s reservoirs, including Gerber
Reservoir, Emigrant Lake, and Lost Creek Lake. Nearly all of these
publicly owned reservoirs are managed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, or some other federal agency, and collection of such
artifacts is prohibited by both ARPA and Oregon Act 543.

e Can I use a metal detector to find historic artifacts like
coins, buttons, and military accoutrements?

The use of a metal detector in Oregon is not illegal; however;
you can only use a metal detector to collect historic artifacts found on
the surface of the ground that post-date 1920. Historic artifacts more
than seventy years in age are protected by Oregon Act 588, and the
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These chinese soy jug and porcelain shards, part of the Society’s col-
lections, were dug up in a Jacksonville backyard in the 1970s. This

digging of such artifacts anywhere (on private, or public property) is
prohibited without a permit issued by the Oregon SHPO. Remember;
even if that artifact is partially exposed on the surface, you cannot use
any tool to remove it from the ground.

e There is an archaeological site on my property. Can I
collect some of the artifacts that are laying on the surface?

You can collect only arrowheads from the surface of your
property. In addition, Oregon Act 543 prohibits you from digging
into that site or disturbing it in any way.

e Can I, or can’t I, pick up arrowheads from the surface of
federal land?

Although ARPA penalties do not apply to “surface collecting
of arrowheads,” other federal laws and regulations do. Leave the
arrowheads where you found them and contact the appropriate fed-
eral archaeologists.

* I have a few artifacts at home, some that I picked up a few
years ago while out hiking and others that I inherited. What should
I do with them?

You are encouraged to return these artifacts.
There are several courses you can take. If you
know that the artifacts came from a National

Forest or local BLM District, contact the

Forest or District Archaeologist, and tell
him or her what you have and
where they came from. If the
artifacts came from a site on
private land, take them to an
archaeologist at a local col-
lege, museum, or land man-
agement agency. These pro-
fessional archaeologists will
want to help you. It is in their
best interest to see that these arti-
facts become part of the public
domain so they can be studied,
used in exhibits or, if they
came from a human burial site,
reburied.

e I like to go out and

“dig” sites for artifacts. I know that it is against the law to do this
on federal land, but it’s okay to do it on private land, right?

Wrong. Oregon Act 543 clearly states that it is illegal to dig
sites on private land, unless you have a permit from the Oregon
SHPO and written permission from the land owner. The bottom
line—do not conduct excavations on private land unless you are
a qualified archaeologist.

If you really want to dig, why not dig with an archaeologist?
The U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, the Southern
Oregon Historical Society, and most colleges and universities have
active field archaeology programs that employ volunteers. Call your
local archaeologist for information on excavations in your area.

* What can I do to help protect archaeological sites?
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Around the country, many local communities are uniting
against the continuing looting of archaeological sites—public and
private, prehistoric and historic. One new and so far very successfil
program is “Site Watch,” a national program set up to protect the
nation’s archaeological heritage. Local volunteers passively watch
archaeological sites in their neighborhood, and when they suspect
illegal activities, they call the Site Watch program headquarters in
their state. In Oregon the State Archaeologist may
be reached at (541)378-6508 (extension 231). The
State Archaeologist then contacts local authorities
(including an archaeologist) who will conduct an
investigation. Also, if you suspect that a site
is being looted, call your local archaeologist
who will do everything in his or her power to
assist you in protecting your local heritage.

Hopefully this short review of federal
and state laws has helped you better understand
the “do’s and don’ts” of artifact collecting.

It is your responsibility to read and
understand these laws thoroughly, and to
know the possible consequences of your
activities. Remember, these laws are writ-
ten and passed by our state and federal leg-
islators, and if you have questions or com-
ments about them, call your Ilocal
Congressman or Senator.

Ted Goebel is staff archaeologist for the
Southern Oregon Historical Society, and an
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at
Southern Oregon State College.

For further information any of the fol-
lowing would be happy to assist you:

Anthropology, Southern Oregon State College, Ashland OR 97520.

Janet Joyer, Forest Archaeologist, Siskiyou National Forest,
200 NE Greenfield Rd, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Jeff LaLande, Forest Archaeologist, Rogue River National
Forest, 333 W. 8th St., Medford OR 97501

Kate Winthrop, District Archaeologist, Medford District, Bureau
of Land Management, 3040 Biddle Rd., Medford OR 97504.

The bottom line—do not conduct excavations on
private land unless you are a qualified archaeologist.
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Archaeologist Ted Goebel, far right, conducts an excavation with students and volunteers. If you want to enjoy

Ted Goebel, Assistant Professor uncovering the past, call an archaeologist, there are plenty of legal “digs” in which to participate.

Society Explores the Controversy of Collecting

Although people have long collected the bits and pieces
left over from lost civilizations, in recent years concerns have
been raised over the ethics of such collecting. Is it right to
pluck things from the ground and place them on display in
homes or museums? What if the objects have religious
significance? What about human remains? Suppose some
people living today were the direct descendants of those who
made the objects?

Oregon and U.S. law go to great lengths to specify what
can and cannot be disturbed, how it should be gathered, and
who is authorized to collect. The Politics of Culture:
Collecting the American Indian Experience, an exhibit at the
Southern Oregon Historical Society’s Jacksonville Museum
of Southern Oregon History takes one more step in under-
standing the issue. The exhibit addresses the ethics of
collecting American Indian artifacts from the perspective
of archaeologists, museum curators, private collectors,
pothunters, and the descendants of those who made the
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objects. Archaeologists carefully document the location and
structure of objects to learn how they were used and what
such use reveals about the objects’ creators. Once removed
from their original location, museums preserve objects for
study and public enjoyment. Private collectors may gather
objects for their artistic value, personal study, or to meet a
personal objective. Pothunters are in it for the profit,
acquiring objects through fair means or foul to sell openly, or
on the black market. American Indians express a variety of
viewpoints. Some feel that collecting and study by
professionals is a vital step toward understanding their past.
Others think such use of objects may not be a good thing.

Whether archaeologist, museum curator, private collec-
tor, or American Indian, most involved in acquiring prehis-
toric and historic artifacts from this region share the belief
expressed by Jerry Running Fox:

“Pothunters don’t have any right to dig up our ances-
tors’ graves, just like I don’t have any right to dig up theirs.”
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NEWS & NOTES

Victorians, Paradoxes, and Egg

Lemonade
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EXHIBITS

Going Places: Travel to
and Through The Rogue River
Valley : 1826-1996 opened this
summer to rave reviews. Sights
and sounds, artifacts and artistry
combine to make this trip down
history’s highway an enjoyable
and unforgettable experience.
Now at the History Center.

Final Respects: Dealing with
Death in the Victorian Era
explores the rituals and formalities
of the Victorians. Find out about
the three stages of mourning,
hair jewelry and how the term
‘to hell in a hand basket’ came
into being. Sept. 7-Dec. 21, at
the History Center.

The Barns of Jackson
County features images of the
region’s venerable old barns.
Artifacts and implements from
historic farms will also be on
display. This exhibit shows
through  October at the
Jacksonville Museum.

A program featuring the
1850s Hanley barn will be
presented by L. Scott Clay of the
Historic Preservation League of
Oregon, at 7:00 .M., Sept. 5, at
the Hanley Farm Study Center.
Program fee is $5. Call 773-6536
for more information.

WAGONS HO!

Prairie schooners, wagon
masters, and sun bonnets will
be coming through Jackson
County during the re-enact-
ment of the first passage over
the Applegate Trail, Sept. 30 -
Oct. 4. Watch for times and
locations.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Attention all “Duck” fans:
recently added to the
Reference Library collections
is a notebook containing a
handwritten manuscript enti-
tled “Oration Delivered at the
Laying of the Cornerstone of
the State University at Eugene,

cornerstone. It is not known if
this manuscript (SOHS MS
No. 641) was written by
Merritt or if it is a transcription
of his speech.

The Society’s Research
Library, located at the History
Center, needs help document-
ing life in the Rogue Valley

July 28th 1885.” Delivered by  from the World War II era.
John Merritt, this speech  Of special interest are photos
marked the occasion of the  from the 1940s and 1950s,
laying of the cornerstone for  especially those showing
the University Building, later  the development of local com-
renamed Villard Hall. Merritt  munities and the people
was a member of the Mason’s  involved. For more information
Grand Lodge of Oregon, call the Research Library at

‘the organization that set the  (541) 773-6536.

THE ‘QUINTESSENTIAL’ SUMMER COOLER

“Egg lemonade is the very quintessence of all that is
delicious in the way of a refreshing and nutritious summer
drink, if rightly made—which it very seldom is. We have our
recipe from a gentleman whose friends declare that if in his
course at Yale he acquired nothing else, he should be satis-
fied with the proficiency it brought him in the manufacture of
this beverage.

The necessary utensils are a lemonade glass and shak-
er, with a small wooden pestle, all of which will cost 15 cents
at a house-furnishing store. Extract the seeds from half of a
large lemon and put it into the glass with three lumps of
sugar. Press and work with the little pestle until the juice is
extracted and the skin soft. This draws out the zest from the
rind and adds greatly to the flavor. Add two tablespoonfuls
of sugar; as much finely cracked ice, and a raw egg, and fill
nearly full with cold water. Invert the tin shaker over it and
shake well. It cannot be made at its best without ice, and it
is necessary that this should be very finely cracked. Put two
straws in the glass when you hand it to your friend, and
don’t begin the task if the crowd is a large one unless you are
strong of arm and steady of purpose. It cannot be made sat-
isfactorily in large quantities.” — American Agriculturist,
July, 1888 [SOHS MS #414]

Southern Oregon Heritage Editorial Guidelines

Feature articles average 2,500 to 3,000 (pre-edited) words. envelope stamped with sufficient postage. Authors should
Standard articles range from 1,500 to 2,000 words. Other material,  provide a brief autobiographical note at the end of manuscripts.

such as poetry, essays, reviews, and short fiction, range from 100

The Southern Oregon Historical Society secures rights to

to 1,500 words. Electronic submissions are accepted on either 3-  full and final editing of all manuscripts, layout design, and one-

1/4-inch disks and should be

accompanied by a time North American serial rights. Authors will be notified of

hard-copy printout. Cite all sources and construct endnotes and  acceptance of manuscripts within thirty days after receiving

" cutlines using the Chicago Manual of Style. The author is respon-  materials. In most cases, payment is upon publication. Southern
sible for verification of cited facts. A selection of professional, Oregon Heritage takes great care with all submitted material, but
unscreened photographs and/or line art should accompany is not responsible for damage or loss. Only photocopies of irre-
submissions—black-and-white or color. The Southern Oregon placeable original historical documents should be submitted.
Historical Society reserves the right to use Society images in  Facts, views, and opinions expressed in signed submissions are
place of submitted material. All material should be labeled with  those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the viewpoints
author's name, mailing address, and telephone number. or opinions of Southern Oregon Heritage or the Southern
Manuscripts will be returned if accompanied by a self-addressed ~ Oregon Historical Society.
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MUSEUMS, SITES,
AND EXHIBITS

* Southern Oregon History Center
106 N. Central Ave., Medford

Going Places: Travel To and Through the
Rogue Valley, now showing. Community
Collects Gallery: Cloc the principle
and style of time pie Aug.l. - Oct. 3.
Gallery and office hours: Monday through
Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 p.m. The gallery
is also open on Saturday from noon to
5:00 p.M.

¢ Research Library

106 N. Central Ave., Medford

Open Tuesday through Saturday, 1:00 to
5:00 p.M.

 The History Store, Medford

The History Center, 106 N. Central Ave., Medford
Open Monday through Friday, 9:00 A.M. to
5:00 p.m.; Saturday, noon to 5:00 .M. Now
featuring many books regarding the
Applegate Trail and more.

 The History Store, Jacksonville
Behind the Jacksonville Museum of Southern
Oregon History, 206 N. 5th St., Jacksonville
Open Wednesday through Sunday. noon to
5:00 p.M.

» Jacksonville Museum of Southern
Oregon History
206 N. 5th St.. onville
: Politics of Culture, exploring
ues surrounding the collection of
can Indian artifacts. The Barns of
Jackson County, images and artifacts from
regional historic farm structures, through
October. Hours: Sunday and Tuesday,
noon to 5:00 p.M.; Wednesday through
Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 p.m.; closed
Monday.

e Children’s Museum

206 N. 5th St.. Jacksonville

Children’s Museum, 206 N. Fifth St.
Jacksonville. Hands-on history is fun for the
entire family. Visit the new general store, and
turn-of-the-century laundry and bank. Hours:
Sunday and Tuesday. noon to 5:00 pMm.;
Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to
5:00 p.M.; closed Monday and Tuesday.

e C.C. Beekman House

California and Laurelwood streets, Jacksonville.
Original Victorian era furnishings and living
history interpreters brighten up Beekman
House. The Beekman House will be open
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. seven days a week.
Closes Labor Day.

* C.C. Beekman Bank

California and 3rd streets, Jacksonville.

The interior of this turn-of-the-century bank
and Wells Fargo office can be seen from view-
ing porches throughout the year.
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COLLECTIONS HIGHLIGHT

Par Avion, Medford’s First Flight
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by Bill Alley

t 8:30 in the morning of September 15, 1926, pilot Vern
Bookwalter of the newly formed Pacific Air Transport
Company landed at Medford’s Newell Barber Field after
departing from Vancouver, Washington. A few minutes later a

C. E. GATES LARRY J, SCHADE REV. E. P, LAWRENCE COL. Wu. H. PAYNE
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT TREASURER SECRETARY

second Pacific Air Transport pilot, A. D. Starbuck, arrived from
San Francisco. Their arrival in Medford marked the inauguration
of Air Mail service on the Pacific Coast.

The prev1ous year the Postmaster General sought bids on a
contract for air mail service on the Pacific
Coast, officially described as Air Mail Route
8. In order to bid on that contract, Medford

DR. R. R. JOHNSON
SCOUT COMMISSIONER

businessman Vernon C. Gorst organized the
Pacific Air Transport Company and pro-
ceeded to lay out a route between Los
Angeles and Seattle. When Gorst was
awarded the contract in January of 1926, he
hired a group of pilots and began carrying
the mail. Medford was the only Oregon des-
tination on the route. Pacific Air Transport’s
mail contract proved to be profitable and the
company eventually developed into what is
today known as United Airlines.
QTeetmgS f rom 4 The Medford to San Francisco leg was
B the longest stretch of any air mail route in the
Medford POSt 15 Amemcan iﬁé&glon countr)% The dangers in}ilerent in those early

to the supporters of

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

CHARTERED BY ACT OF CONGRESS
LEE P. BROWN M. N. HOGAN

CHAIRMAN CAMPING DEPARTRENT CHAIRMAN TRAINING DEPARTMENT

LARRY J. SCHADE CRATER LAKE COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN FIELD DEPARTHENT

HAMILTON PATTON

Josephine, Jackson Counties CHAIRMAN BUSINESS ADNINISTRATION
CECIL A. COOK, ScouT EXECUTIVE

25 W. MAIN, MEDFORD, OREGON

years of air mail transportation were made
apparent a few short months after the service
began when pilot Robert “Pat” Patterson
died of injuries sustained when his plane
crashed near Mt. Ashland shortly after taking
off from Medford.

The Medford Chamber of Commerce
printed and distributed commemorative
letters on their Crater Lake stationery to be
carried on the first air mail flight. There was
also a First Flight cachet stamp and an official
first flight postmark for mail carried on the

inaugural flight. One batch of com-

memorative first flight mail was
offered as a premium to attendees of
a Boy Scout benefit dance.

Pictured here, from the
Society’s collections, is Society
manuscript #642, a letter sent to

supporters of the local Boy Scout
troop printed on the Chamber of
Commerce stationery. It was

ol e Crater Lake Council, BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

sponsored by the following civic bodies

MEDFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
KIWANIS CLUB - CRATER CLUB
ROTARY CLUB - LIONS CLUB
GREATER MEDFORD CLUB

ﬁ" Upon the occasion of the First Air Mail
Flight on the Seattle, Medford, San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles line; Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15, 1926.

@/E PACIFIC AIR MAIL TRANSPORT, Inc. }@

R DN postmarked with the first flight
i Lﬁ@&‘é‘“ \ postmark in Portland and was

’

5 A N k \ carried in Vern Bookwalter’s

plane.

Bill Alley is a Certified

Archivist and works in

the Society’s Collections

o 7 e AGERT 5 , - Department and Research
ROS ‘ Library.
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