








Fonner Republican Stephen Nealon, Jackson County farmer and one of seven 
Populists elected to the Oregon House of Representatives, ca. 1895. 

After two years of grass-roots organization and agitation 
among local farmers, control of Jackson County politics 
appeared to be within the Populists' grasp. The chairman of 
the party's county executive committee, James Marksbury of 
Gold Hill, exhorted fellow delegates to the county convention 
with a vision of sweeping change: "We are on the eve of a 
revolution in Jackson County and in Oregon."l2 Echoing the 
strong emphasis on local issues, another Populist leader urged 
"every man who wants the political affairs ... , particularly of 
our county, bettered" to join in the "noble work of reform." 
He predicted that after the forthcoming 1894 election the 
"past [thefts] of taxpayer's money and other corruption at the 
[county seat of] Jacksonville will be exposed to view."l3 

Another concern weighing on local voters' minds in 1894 
was the deepening national depression - the ongoing effects of 
the "Panic of 1893." Farm mortgage foreclosures in the Rogue 
River Valley gained increased press coverage, and by 1894 talk 
of an impending nationwide railway strike further heightened 
farmers' fears. During the spring, the Southern Pacific carried 
growing numbers of unemployed men, riding the rails to points 
north and south. The 1894 "tramp nuisance" brought an 
unusually large influx of jobless men to the valley. 

In April about forty such men, under the leadership of 
"Captain" Charles E. Kain arrived in Ashland. They clambered 
down from a Southern Pacific freight on their way to Portland. 
An "orderly set" that called itself "Company A, Second 
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Regiment," the group soon left Ashland to join the swelling 
"Industrial Army" of unemployed men - Jacob S. Coxey's 
"petition in boots," that was making its way towards the nation's 
capitai.l4 The 1894 campaign thus got underway amidst an 
atmosphere of local and national crisis. 

The 1894 campaign pitted the county's entrenched 
Democratic and Republican organizations against one another 
- as well as the insurgent newcomers -in a bitter three-way 
struggle. It was a hard-fought battle from which the People's 
party emerged victorious. The county's incoming state sena­
tor, two of its three state representatives, and every newly 
elected county official (except school superintendent) was a 
Populist who took office with promises of clean government 
and tax relief. 

Although much of rural Oregon displayed Populist 
sympathies during the 1892 and 1896 elections, the older agricul­
tural counties of the Willamette Valley never really wavered from 
the two-party path. Only the more recently developed sections on 
the state's far northeastern and southwestern peripheries "went 
Populist." The wheat-raising and mining counties of the northeast 
joined southern Oregon, with Jackson County leading the way. 
Precinct returns for the 1892 and 1896 elections show consistent 
Populist dominance in virtually all of the county's hinterland. 
Rural voters, whether their communities had formerly tended to 
vote Democratic or Republican, formed the new Populist 
majority. Jacksonville and Ashland remained bastions of the 
Democracy and stalwart Republicanism, respectively. 

"0 utsiders" in 1892, southern Oregon's People's party had 
mounted a successful insurgency through the ballot box. Despite 
their inspiring campaign rhetoric, however, the local Populists' 
actual achievements in office - whether at the capitol in Salem 
or at the county courthouse - proved to be quite limited, even 
contradictory. Guided by ambivalent goals of political reform 
and fiscal retrenchment, and soon beset by feuds, they failed to 
bring forth the promised "revolution in Jackson County." 

Ongoing charges of Populist nepotism and personal 
favoritism in tax assessments rang out in both the Times and the 
Tidings. Regarding the detested Southern Pacific Railroad, the 
promise to tame the great "Octopus" through county taxes was tar­
nished when the Populist county clerk joined the Democratic 
county judge in rescinding the assessment. "Let us weed all traitors 
from our party," responded one outraged Phoenix Populist, but the 
incident simply led to increasing division within the party _IS 

As the 1896 election approached, Populist politicians 
suffered further divisions. Eager for a chance at office, some 
Populists suppmted a move for party-enforced "term limits," a 
proposal at which incumbent Populist officeholders balked. 
Instead of the promised "love feast," the party's April nominating 
convention in Medford was, chortled the Tidings, "rent by internal 
feuds" and "distracted by the insane scramble for office."l6 

Another problem that beset Jackson County dming the mid-
1890s was the emergence of a new kind of Populist candidate. 
Begun by dedicated reformers like Holt, the party's leadership 
changed in composition as the ranks of Populist office-seekers 
swelled with politicians who had previously "enjoyed little influ­
ence in the major parties."l7 Opportunists, long stymied by factions 
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within the old parties, now came to the fore of the People's party 
in southern Oregon. Among them was John Jeffrey. One of 
Jackson County's more charismatic politicians, Jeffrey was the 
successful Populist candidate for state representative in 1894. He 
went on to win the race for district attorney in 1896. Perhaps 
inspired by the example of Kansas Populist "Sockless Jerry" 
Simpson, Charles Nickell coined the sobriquet "Little Johnny" 
for the diminutive attorney. Nickell made fun of the former 
Democrat as a "sprig of a boy" and a rabble-rouser who continu­
ally "bamboozled the people ... with that little speech of his."l8 
William Leeds portrayed Jeffrey as a cynical demagogue who 
played to the rubes, and repo1ted at length on one rural speech 
wherein Jeffrey lambasted a host of conspiracies, from the 
Jacksonville Ring to Wall Street and Jewish bankers. 19 

During the epic 1896 presidential election, southern 
Oregon Populists gave vent not only to anti-Semitic rhetoric 
in their campaign speeches, but they apparently expressed 
anti -Catholic sentiments as well. 20 Scapegoating and 
nativism thus emerged as important political strategies (and 
they would continue to characterize a number of southern 
Oregon elections during the next century). 

On July 10, 1897, failed Democrat/Populist presidential 
candidate William Jennings Bryan stopped at Ashland during 
his Pacific Coast tour. Hundreds of farm families arrived in 
town to greet the defeated hero. Speaking to a large audience of 
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Jackson County courthouse, ca. 1884, before ejection of the old "Jacksonville 
Ring" and entry of the People's party victors of 1894. 

the faithful, Bryan commented cheerfully on their "firm 
Western handshakes."21 The popular response to Bryan's brief 
visit might have caused local Republicans some concern for 
their political future, but by 1898 it was plain that insurgent rule 
had come to an end. Long-simmering resentments erupted at the 
Populist nominating convention, with disastrous consequences. 
The result was a fatal split of the Jackson County People's 
party. With the agricultural depression now a receding memory 
and the war with Spain commanding the headlines, local 
Populists watched their hard-won gains slip from their grasp. 
Republican candidates won office after office and consolidated 
their hold on local political power. By 1900 southern Oregon had 
been transformed from a "Little Kansas" of Populist agrarian 
radicalism into a conservative Republican-dominated region. 

Some historians have inferred that southern Oregon's 
Populist support resulted primarily from the area's mining 
economy.22 There is no evidence to support this assertion. On 
the contrary, southern Oregon's Populism was first and foremost 
part of the agrarian crusade. Although "free silver" undeniably 
had strong appeal among local People's party supporters, the 
region's modest mining industry was based on gold, not silver. 
The local party's leaders and supporters came largely from the 
ranks of farmers, many of whom were recent arrivals from the 
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Populist heartland of the Great Plains. The Rogue River Valley 
of the 1890s - in terms of its population, economy, and 
political issues- can indeed be termed a "little Kansas."23 

During the 1890s the Populists of Jackson County, who 
were bitterly opposed by the local elite and isolated from the 
People's party main geographic wellsprings in the Plains states, 
undertook a sincere effort to organize a grass-roots social, 
economic, and political movement. Voter frustration with local 
politics brought to southern Oregon Populism many of its 
original supporters. The "Ring" -led, stalemated government in 
the courthouse heightened rural voter's sense of powerlessness. 
Jackson County's rival political elites, based in the competing 
towns of Jacksonville and Ashland, failed to capture the 
allegiance of newcomers during the 1880s. The weak or absent 
party bonds of many of these recent immigrants created a 
volatile situation, which reached a flashpoint during the hard 
times of the early 1890s. A third-party challenge provided 
disgruntled farmers with the only means to have their protests 
heard. Despite its ultimate failure, the Populist episode in 
Jackson County helped loosen the logjam of older politics, 
leading to a new order in local government. 

Perhaps more important, at least for those of us living in 
the region today, southern Oregon's "Populist Revolt" gives 
historical perspective- and resonance - to more recent political 
battles. Battles over divisive local issues such as natural resource 
management, land-use planning, or even government restrictions 
on automobile and woodstove emissions have been waged with 
anti-establishment rhetoric that echoes the slogans and sentiments 
of the region's Populists a century ago. Jill: 
Permission to publish this adapted excerpt comes from the 
Pacific Coast branch of the American Historical Association. 
Interested readers can jznd the original in-depth article in the 
May 1994 issue ofPacific Historical Review. JeffLaLande is an 
historian who lives in Ashland. 
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CALENDAR 

History Happenings Around Southern Oregon 

JACKSONVILLE 
CELEBRATES THE ARTS 

Dedicated to the 
memory of Jacksonville's 
early Renaissance man, 
Peter Britt, the annual 
juried show of high-quality 
fine arts and crafts is 
scheduled for August 25, 
26, and 27, from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 
the grounds of the 
Jacksonville Museum of 
Southern Oregon History. 
More than fifty artists 
from Oregon, Washington, 
California, and Arizona 
will be featured, along 
with live musical enter­
tainment and children's 
act1v1t1es. Call John 
Dodero at (503) 899-8772 
for more information. 

DOLLS ON PARADE 

The Rogue Valley Doll 
Club will host its annual 
show of old and new dolls at 
the Lake Creek Historical 
Society on August 19, from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Contact Maxine Eastman at 
(503) 826-9589 for more 
information. 

HARVEST FAIR 

The Harvest Fair is 
scheduled at the Jackson 
County Exposition Park 
October 7 to 8. Exhibits of 
crafts and foods, a farmers' 
market with harvest produce, 

Corrections: We would like to coiTect 
the following factual eiTor inadvertently 
introduced in the Summer 1995 issue of 
Southem Oregon Heritage magazine. 

In the article "Grange Co-op: The 
Farmers· Feed and Seed." the gentle­
man on the left in tl1e photograph on 
page nineteen is Carl Hover. not 
Carl Hauer. 
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live music, and lots of other 
fun activities will be part of 
the fair. For more informa­
tion, call the Fairgrounds 
office at (503) 776-7237. 

OREGON 
ARCHAEOLOGY WEEK 

Lectures, field trips, 
and field days are scheduled 
throughout southern Oregon 
to celebrate Oregon 
Archaeology Week Sept­
ember 23 through October 1. 
Call Ted Goebel at (503) 
552-6345 for a schedule of 
events. 

GIVE IT YOUR BEST! 

At the Jacksonville 
Museum of Southern 
Oregon History, the Society 
presents Give It Your Best!, 
an exhibit of World War II 
posters and memorabilia, 
through September 15. The 
exhibit explores the impact 
of propaganda campaigns 
and how wartime images and 
artifacts continue to shape 
contemporary impressions of 
the war. 

WARTIME MEMORIES 
PROGRAMS 

In conjunction with the 
Give It Your Best! exhibit, the 
Society will host two final 
presentations in the "Wartime 
Memories" program series. 
On August 12, the Front Line 
Experiences program features 
Myrtle Creek resident Richard 
Chaney, who will discuss his 
military career as an infantry­
man with a tank destroyer bat­
talion On September 9, Lloyd 
Bloomstine and Peggie Eccles 
will talk about their experi­
ences as pilots during the war. 

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 
FALL CELEBRATION 

Families are invited 
to this free event on 
October 14 at the 
Children's Museum in 
Jacksonville. The Society 
will be showing off the 
renovation of some exhibit 
galleries in the Children's 
Museum, inaugurating our 
new Discover Boxes of 
educational materials and 
reproduction artifacts, and 
showcasing our new Video 
Learning Center at this 
gala public party. The ren­
ovations at the Children's 
Museum were underwrit­
ten in part by a generous 
contribution by the Gold 
Diggers Guild. The 
development of the Video 
Learning Center and 
Discovery Boxes was 
funded by a grant from 
The Learning Channel 
through TCI Cable­
vision of Oregon. For 
more information, call 
Amelia Chamberlain at 
(503) 773-6536. 

PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
THE OLD WEST EXHIBIT 

At the Southern 
Oregon History Center in 
downtown Medford, the 
Society will host 
Photography and the Old 
West September I through 
November 30. Organized 
by the Amon Carter 
Museum in Fort Worth, 
Texas, the exhibit 
documents westward 
expansion as it was viewed 
by nineteen different 
photographers, among 
them John Hillers, William 
Henry Jackson, and Adam 
Clark Vroman. 
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MUSEUMS, SITES, AND 
EXHIBITS 
• Southern Oregon History Center 
106 N. Central Ave .• Medford 

Featuring Behind Closed Doors: Treasures, 
Trinkets. and Tidbits from the Collection; 
History: It's Closer Than You Think 
through September 18; Community Collects 
gallery: display on glider pilots during 
World War II from the collection of Lloyd 
Bloomstine through September 30; 
Elizabeth Edmondson watercolors of native 
flowers and plants through September 4; 
American Family photographic exhibit 
from PARADE magazine August 9 through 
21; and Photography and the Old West 
exhibit from the Amon Carter Museum 
September 1 through November 30. Gallery 
and office hours: Monday through Friday, 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. The gallery is also 
open on Saturday from noon to 5:00P.M. 

• Research Library 
!06 N. Centml A vc .. Medford 

Open Tuesday through Saturday, 1:00 to 
5:00P.M. 

• The History Store 
The History Center. 106 N. Central Ave .. Medford 
Open Monday through Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 
5:00P.M.; Saturday, noon to 5:00P.M. 

• The History Store 
Behind the JacksonviUe Museum of Southern OrCgon 
History.106 N. 5th St.. Jacksonville 
Open Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 
5:00P.M. 

• Jacksonville Museum of Southern 
Oregon History 
206 N. 5th St .. Jacksonville 
Featuring Give It Your Best! posters and 
much, much more about World War IT, on 
display through September 15; Politics of 
Culwre: Collecting the American Indian 
Experience: Jacksonville: Boom Town to 
Home Town; and HANNAH: Pioneer Potters 
on the Rogue. Open daily, from 10:00 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. through September 4. Winter hours: 
Sunday and Tuesday, noon to 5:00 P.M.; 
Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to 
5:00P.M.; closed Monday. 

• Children's Museum 
206 N. 5th St .• Jacksonville 

Children's Museum, 206 N. Fifth St., 
Jacksonville. Hands-on history and exhibits on 
life as it used to be, including Clowning 
Around: the Life Story of Pinto Colvig. Open 
daily, from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. through 
September 4. Winter hours: open Sunday and 
Tuesday, noon to 5:00 P.M.; Wednesday 
through Saturday, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.; 
closed Monday. 

• C. C. Beekman House 
California and Laurel wood streets, Jacksonville. 
Open May 27 through September 4, daily, 
from 1 :00 to 5:00 P.M. Costumed interpreters 
tell about life in 191 I Jacksonville. 

• C. C. Beekman Bank 
California and 3rd strcel"i, Jack.<>onville. 

Interior of this tnrn-of-the-centmy bank and 
Wells Fargo office can be seen from viewing 
porches anytime. 
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OUR OWN VOICES 

'' I T VV ~ 5 N 'T C) V E R U NT I L 

1.AST ONE CAME HOME" 
Interview with Virginia Fredenburg Younger 

~page 4 of this issue, an aviation hero from southern Oregon recounts his involvement in the pivotal 
Pacific campaign at Guadalcanal. Yet the experiences of those on the home front are often overlooked 

c...M: How did World War ll affect you living in Medford? 

7.J: Well, of course we could see what was happening in Europe 
before it hit us here [at Pearl Harbor]. While I was working at 
Crater Lake, I was writing to a girl in Poland. We had exchanged 
enough letters that told me more about what was happening over 
there than I would have known otherwise. My last letter to her 
was returned with little notations in the margins. I couldn't read 
the German. But there was a ranger naturalist [at Crater Lake] 
who spoke German, so I asked him what it said. I've since learned 
that he didn't tell me the truth. He was trying to protect me. He 
just said, "It says, 'Whereabouts unknown."' 

c...M: And in fact it had said what? 

7.J: That she was in custody. That really brought it home. We 
talked about it, in our age group, because there were so many 
young fellows. They weren't anxious to go, but there was a defi­
nite commitment. When war was actually declared, a lot of them 
left immediately. As soon as my husband [Rufus] was reclassified 
to 1-A, he went out and enlisted in the Navy, Seabees [U.S. Navy 
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construction battalions, established in December 1941 ; alternate­
ly, CB, for construction battalion.] He probably could have 
stalled, but that wasn't the way he was. I remember the day the 
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, the whole family had been out 
getting a Christmas tree. Rufus and I came back a little ahead of 
the rest, turned the radio on, and that was the first we knew. It was 
almost evening by then. The next day just seemed absolutely 
unreal. I mean people were still doing whatever they had been 
doing, but it seemed like a different world: I mean, somehow it 
was never going to be the same world again. 

-!ll!!!!ll:t:'~•=!ft •. ~ 
Just this morning I was reading in the National Geographic 

an article about how they used the Geographic maps in the war 
room back in Washington, D.C. We also had a Geographic map 
up on the wall, and we would use it to keep track of where the dif­
ferent men from town were. And that was a tricky thing, because 
they couldn't tell us where they were. But there were ways of 
finding out. 

..A1: Like what? 
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7J: Like when my mother sent a big bun­
dle of the [Medford Mail] Tribunes to my 
brother, James, and he wrote back and 
said, "You know there was a picture in 
the Tribune of such-and-such-a-date, and 
I've always wanted a picture like that." 
So we scrambled to get the papers and 
look through them and came to this pic­
ture of a Samoan policeman in his cloth 
skirt and we knew that was it, that James 
was in Samoa. 

One girl here in town, her husband 
was in the Marines, and he had written a 
letter telling her, "You know, I saw so­
and-so, and whatever happened to him?" 
And the man's name happened to be the 
same as an island out there. So we got to 
be pretty smart. We would get out our 
maps and we would look. 

._M: So this was a way of being involved. 

OUR OWN VOICES 

Frohnmayer says, "I don ' t remember any 
parade." I don't remember any parade 
either. And we probably wouldn' t have 
gone if there had been one. It was a thing 
of relief to a certain extent. But our main 
thought was, "Well, now maybe they can 
concentrate on the war in the Pacific." As 
far as it being over, it wasn't over until the 
last one came home. People tried to keep 
an up beat. But after all, we were realistic. 
When you have that many over there . . . 
they can't possibly all come home. 

A wistful moment recalls hard times on the homefront. 

Most of our acquaintances, the 
men, were gone. There were a few {in 
our group} who were frozen in their 
jobs, and I'll say this for them: They 
never told those of us who had people 
over there how to win the war, which 
really went against the grain. But there 
was one man, and he' ll remain nameless 
because he' s still around here ... if he 
had kept quiet I wouldn't have had this 

'V: You knew, you knew exactly where 
they were. 

._M: Was this a way of keeping up your own 
morale? 

Every time 
we would 

urge to do him bodily harm. But he was 
forever telling me how the war should be won. 
And my thought was, "If you know so much 
about it, go over there and finish it, please." 
There weren't very many like that, but that really 
made me boil. 

'V: I suppose it did. Sometimes it didn ' t. It was 
nice to know that the Army was making progress. 
But . . . during the war you never knew ... you 
lived for the mail. You 'd be so overjoyed to get a 

get really uptight, 
mother and I 

dug dandelions. 
~en Japan first bombed Pearl Harbor, a lot of 

people just immediately panicked, the Japanese were going to be 
behind every bush. Somehow that never bothered us that much, I 
guess. We came from pioneer stock, and my husband being a 
Younger, we knew: "They aren't going to take this if I have 

letter, but it was written anywhere from two weeks to a month 
before. So you never knew what's happening now. That was 
why we only listened to the news reports, we didn ' t listen to the 
commentators. My aunt, who had a son in the Air Force, 
listened to the commentators, 
and she was in a constant state 
of panic. And we tried not to 
think . .. not to dwell on it. 
Every time we would get real­
ly uptight, mother and I dug 
dandelions. There was a never­
ending supply of dandelions to 
dig because it was a huge lawn 
out in front of this house on 
Jacksonville Highway. We got 
down on our hands and knees 
and dug, this mindless job, 
something to wear you out. 

I noticed the comments in the 
paper this morning about V-E 
Day. And I noticed MarAbel 

FALL 1995 

Reunited at last: Rufus Younger meets daughter Ann for the first time, 1945. 

anything to say about it." I mean, 
we were here. We had guns in 
the house. And I think that most 
people here would have fought 
to the last ditch. That's just the 
way people in Oregon are. I 
mean, we didn' t get here the 
easy way. (Laughter) It's an 
experience I don ' t want to go 
through again, ever. Not ever. 

Adapted from the verbatim oral 
history transcript #569. This 
interview was conducted at the 
Medford home of Virginia M. 
Fredenburg Younger, on May 8, 
1995, by Southern Oregon 
Historical Society oral historian 
Marjorie Edens. 
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LANDMARKS 

THE r883 JACKSON 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
Cornerstone 

Dzefollowing is adaptedfrom the Februm)' 1995 Jacksonville 
Courthouse Complex Historic Structures Report, prepared by 
historic preservation consultant George Kramer of Ashland. 
This in-depth review of the development and construction of the 
courthouse and its annexed structures was commissioned by the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society as an aid to assessing both 
the significance and long-term usage of these buildings. Long 
recognized for its importance, the courthouse, along with the 
Jacksonville Historic District, were designated as a National 
Historic Landmark in 1966. Interested readers can find the 
entire report in the Society's research library. 

In the early years of Jackson County, when the fledgling 
community of Jacksonville was named the county seat, 
governmental and judicial duties were somewhat sporadic 
ventures. The Honorable Matthew P. Deady, judge of the 
Circuit Court, traveled the state and while in Jacksonville held 
forth in a structure located next to a saloon, 
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"... and it was a most unpretentious temple of 
justice. The bench was a dry goods box, covered with 
a blue blanket, and it is quite probable that the 
uncomfmtable seat occupied by the judge was so 
irksome, that it had something to do with his rapid 
dispensation of justice."! 

The Jackson County Courthouse, ca. 1884. 

0 P r o r e s s 

County and Circuit Court functions continued in vruious 
quarters, including the Methodist Church, untill858-59. That year, 
following the construction of a hall in Jacksonviiie by the WaiTen 
Masonic Lodge between 5th and 6th Streets, the Jackson County 
commissioners entered into a lease agreement with the lodge for 
use of the first floor offices. In 1867, following the Masons' move 
to new quarters, the Commissioners took over the entire building. 
The old Masonic Lodge, a two-story, wood-frrune stmcture, 
remained Jackson County's comthouse for almost twenty years. Its 
shortcomings as a public building, however, were obvious. 

Pressure for a more appropriate courthouse grew, but no 
action was taken until 1882. As the imminent mTival of the 
railroad posed a threat to Jacksonville's future as the county seat, 
the courthouse question faced mounting opposition. Despite the 
controversy - or perhaps because of it- the County Court ruled 
on August I 0, 1882, that a new comthouse be built in Jacksonville. 

Having "considered the propriety" of a new courthouse and 
determined to proceed in its construction without delay, the 
County Court hired Ashland architect G.E. Payne. It appears that 
Payne was recruited specifically for the project. He was nothing if 
not expeditious in preparing his initial plan: only twenty days after 
his appointment, Payne presented plans and specifications to the 
commissioners for acceptance. Mr. Payne not only sufficiently 
impressed the commissioners, he won over the local press as well. 

Even William Leeds, the vitriolic editor of the 
Ashland Tidings, applauded Payne's work, although the 
expense of the project stiii rankled. It appears that the 
county, perhaps to reduce costs, initially intended to 
serve as its own contractor. By late October, 
however, the difficulties this presented resulted in the 
adve1tisement for a general contractor. On November 
11 this was awarded to L.S.P. Marsh, who had anived 
in Oregon in the early 1870s from California. Other of 
Marsh's building contracts included Ashland's 
Presbyterian Church in 1878, the Atkinson House in 
Ashland in 1880 (which he also designed), and the Sister's 
School (Sacred Hemt) in Jacksonville in 1883. Less than 
one week after he was awarded the contract for the 
Jacksonville Courthouse, Marsh also obtained the contract 
for the construction of the Bank of Ashland. 

Architect and contractor secured, construction of 
the new comthouse could begin. By that time - late 
November 1882- the old Masonic Lodge had been 
removed from the site and at least some of the excavation 
work had begun. The Democratic Times optimistically 
repmted that the foundation would be ready for the 
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bricklayers by the following spring. The onset of winter slowed 
the pace, however, and before brickwork and building walls carne 
the laying of the cornerstone. This ceremony, touted as " ... one of 
the most important events in the history ofJackson County, which 
everyone should attend,"2 was held on Saturday, June 23, 1883. 
County Judge Silas Day made the opening 
comments. His description of the building that would rise from the 
foundation constitutes the dosest thing to specifications of the 
courthouse to be found. Yet, after proceeding with this rather 
elaborate description, he concluded: "It would weary your 
patience should I go into details of the plans and specifications."3 
That said, the various dignitruies then deposited items within the 
cornerstone, and Judge Day himself spread the mmtar and 
supervised the lowering of the stone in place, where it was 
consecrated with "corn, wine, and oiL."4 

Construction of the new courthouse continued through the 
summer. By early December the building was substantially 
completed, and Jacksonville residents organized a Christmas 
ball in contractor Marsh's honor- the first public event to be 
recorded in the new courthouse. The first session of the Circuit 
Court was held in the facility in early February 1884, with Judge 
L.R. Webster officiating. Jacksonville could now boast a 
judicial decorum worthy of its stature, as the Oregon Sentinel 
deemed its courthouse "one of the finest halls of justice in the 
State of Oregon" - a far cry from Judge Deady's "unpreten­
tious temple of justice." 

Despite the permanence of this stately new construction, 
the threat to Jacksonville's status as county seat accelerated. The 
first campaign, in) 920, to move the county seat to Medford was 
defeated by a mere ninety votes . By 1926, however, the ballot 
measure passed by a plurality of over fifteen hundred votes. The 
issue went all the w.ay to the Oregon Supreme Court delaying the 
move of county government until1927. On July 1 ofthat year, as 
Jacksonville relinquished its role as the seat of government, the 
forty-three-year official. use of the corntbouse formally ended. 
However, the structure continued to play an impmtant role as a 
community center, serving such tenants as the Boy Scouts and the 
Jacksonville Grange. 

Even before the end of World War II, a long-recognized 
need for preservation of the region's history gained momentum. 
This culminated in 1946 in the organization of what would 
become known as the Southern Oregon Historical Society. The 
Society 's first objective was to set aside the courthouse as a 
museum. Yet with no stable funding for the museum, renovation 
was stalled until passage of a tax levy - the Jackson County 
Historical Fund - in 1948. Meanwhile, the promise of a 
museum had compelled the courthouse's long-standing tenants 
to vacate the building, leaving it susceptible to vandalism. 

By the time the first income from the historical fund came 
in October 1949, the pioneer courthouse was much reduced by 
the invasion of enant youth, not to mention colonies of pigeons 
and bats, which had deposited several hundred pounds of guano 
and feathers in the tower. Workmen turned their attention to 
dispossessing these unwelcome tenants and removing their 
debris, replacing windows and repairing the roof, so interior 
repair could begin. 

The renovated courthouse opened its doors as the 
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The contemporary Jacksonville Museum of Southern Oregon History. 

Jacksonville museum in July 1950, attracting 107 visitors on its 
first day of operation. At its formal dedication - held August 5 
during the annual fundraiser, the Gold Rush Jubilee - local 
attorney Gus Newbury, who had attended the courthouse's 1884 
cornerstone ceremony, had this to say: 

"When we consider all of the stirring and interesting 
things that took place in this courthouse, it seems 
entirely appropriate that [it] should be employed for 
the preservation of those relics of times gone by for 
present and future generations to contemplate "5 

Today, as the Jacksonville Museum of Southern 
Oregon History, the old courthouse continues to display and 
preserve the "relics of times gone by" that relate the history 
of southern Oregon . Jill: 

The Museum, which is located at 206 N. Fifth Street, in 
Jacksonville, is open daily from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., 
Memorial Day through Labor Day. During the remainder of the 
year, it is open Sun. and Tues., 12:00 to 5:00P.M.; Wed. through 
Sat., 10:00 A.M. to 5:00P.M.; closed Mon. 

ENDNOTES 

1. George Kramer, M.S., Jacksonville Courthouse Complex Historic Structures 
Report (Medford: Southern Oregon Hist01ical Society, Feb. , 1995), 3. 

2. Ibid., 13. 

~·Ibid. 

4. Ibid., 14. 

5. Ibid. , 30-31. 

43 

• 



With Plenty to Read for Long Road Trips 

join the Southern Oregon Historical Society today. 
Membership in Southern Oregon Historical Society provides you 
with advanced notice of premiere events and receptions, a 
one-year subscription to Southern Oregon Heritage magazine 
and the ArtiFACTS monthly newsletter, discounts at the History 
Stores (Medford and jacksonville), and the knowledge that you 
are helping make Oregon history come alive. 

r----------------------------------------------, 
Yes! Please send me more information on joining 

the Southern Oregon Historical Society 

Name __________________________________ __ 

Address ------------------------------------

City, State, Zip ------------------------------------

Telephone ------------------------------------
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1111 OREGON 
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.!!!L SOCIETY 

Please fill out this form and mail to: Membership, 
Southern Oregon Historical Society, 106 N. Central 
Ave. Medford, OR 97501-5926, or call503-773-6536. 
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Future issues: 

T William Alley tells the Harry and David story. 

T Doug Foster takes us on a reenactment of the opening of the 
Applegate Trail. 

T Robert Heilman relates the improbable adventures of 
Hathaway jones. 

T joli Sandoz explores turn-of-the-century life along the 
Umpqua-Rogue Divide. 

T Kristine Thomas examines irrigation farming as pioneered 
by Ashland farmer jacob Wagner. 
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COLLECTIONS IDGHLIGHT 

Word· Processing In Times Past 

A
s the airplane climbs to 36,000 feet, some passengers reach for a 
book or stretch out for a nap. Others go directly to work,. busily typing 
away on their laptop computers, hardly noticing that the airplane 

has left the ground. 
The laptop desk is not a recent invention. Travelers have long 

depended on them for maintaining personal and business con·espondence. 
While attending the Continental Congress in 1775, Thomas Jefferson 
drafted the Declaration of Independence on a laptop desk made by his 
friend Benjamin Randolph. 

As artifacts from the Southern Oregon Historical Society's collection 
show, early portable desks were a combination briefcase and writing pad, holding inkwells, 
pens, blotters, stationery, letters, addresses, stamps, and sealing wax. Writing smfaces were 
elegantly covered with velvet, embossed leather, or fine fabric. 

Many portable desks are richly decorated wood boxes. A walnut desk (number 1) has 
brass straps and medallion attached with brass pins. Maroon velvet and a celluloid envelope 
with a feather pen cover desk number 2. 

Portable desks are the petfect vehicle for 
showcasing the woodworker's fine skills. Desk 
number 3 is made from pine but covered with 
walnut veneer and decorated with mother-of­
pearl, rosewood, walnut burl, and brass string 
inlay. Desk number 4 is made from mahogany 
with holly and satinwood inlay. 

Desk number 5 is one of the collection's 
finest examples and is on view at the 
Beekman House in Jacksonville. It is made 
from elm burl and rosewood, with an inlay 
of mother-of-pearl and exotic woods. 

Although efficient and lightweight, 
today's plastic laptop computer cannot 
compare to the beauty and elegance of 
yesterday' s p01table desks. 
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