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Margaret Schumpf and grandson George SOHS #1246 

8 March/April 1989 

Another new father mentioned the awe-inspiring aspec t  
of attending the birth of his dau ghter. "I k new I wou ld 
only be doing this onc e," he said. "And it hit me that this 
was a part of me that wou ld live on after me, and her 
c hildren or her c hildren's c hildren wou ld have something 

to c ontribu te to the world. It was something 
that hadn't been as c lear as when she was 
born ." 23 

Family planning is another major c hange 
in the pattern of birth in this c entu ry. Many 

c ou ples in sou thern Oregon and the U nited 
States are having fewer c hildren and are 
having them later. Acc ording to Charloyne 
Clark , head of nu rsing for maternal/c hil d 
servic es at Rogu e  Valley Medic al Center, 
more and more first-time mothers are in 
their late thirties and early forties. 

While a high qu ality of life in sou thern 
Oregon today offers women and their 
infants better c hanc es of healthy, happier 
births, obstac les and dangers in c hildbirth 
remain. While expec tant pioneer mothers 
a c entu ry ago fac ed fear, physic ally exhau st­
ing daily work and a lack of proper c are 
or educ ation, mothers today fac e dangers 
their forebears c ou ld not have k nown 
existed. 

Alc ohol and su bstanc e  abu se is one of 
the hazards c onfronting mothers today. 
Sec ondary c omplic ations suc h  as sexu ally 
transmitted diseases also plac e  mother and 

c hild in jeopardy. And a growing problem 
in sou thern Oregon, as in the rest of the 

c ou ntry, is Aqu ired Immu ne Defic ienc y  
Syndrome ( AIDS) . The nu mber of babies 
born with AIDS is dou bling every year. The 
age-old ills of abu sed mothers, teenage 
pregnanc y  and abu sive parents also erode 
the well-being of mothers and infants and 
ar e still very muc h in evidenc e  in the Rogu e 
Valley today. 2 4  

Sc ienc e  and tec hnology are anxiou s to 
plu nge into c hildbirth and bec ome both 
mother and father to fu tu re generations. 
Ten years ago the first c hild c onc eived ou t­
side the womb and implanted in her mother 
was born in Great Britain amidst a flu rry 
of c ontroversy. Today the birth of "test tu be 
babies" rarely mak es the eleven o'c lock news 
exc ept in passing. Fertility dru gs, genetic 
engineering, su rrogate mothers, sperm 
bank s and the possibilities of artific ial 

u teru ses c arrying fetu ses to term offer c omplex emotional 
and moral dilemmas for the parents of the fu tu re. 

Thou gh the modes, tec hnologies, attitu des and fears 
su rrou nding c hildbirth have c hanged drastic ally in the past 
hu ndred years, parents today still share the same pro­
fou ndly hu man joy as they hold their babies for the first 
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To be sure, many a pioneer 
woman reached the 

end of her rope 
before her childbearing 

years ended. 

t ime, as did early sett lers Mary and E lk anah Walker: 
"Hu sband retu rned in t he evening wit h  a t hankfu l  heart, 
I t ru st ,  and plent y  of k isses for me and my boy."  

1� .... 
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Besides workingfor the Southern Oregon Historical Soci­

ety as a publications/photography specialist, Robin 
Speake is also a free-lance writer and artist. 

A century ago, disease, accidents 
and post-partum complications 
caused many infant deaths. 
Photographs of the deceased child 
might be the loving parents' only 
record of their offspring. SOHS 
#12267 
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Margaret and Horace 
Hicks and their three 
children pose on the 
porch of their home in 
Ashland. After her 
husband's death, 
Margaret operated 
several rental 
propterties in the 
Railroad District. SOHS 

#12402 

District 
Landladies By Sue Waldron 

March/April 1989 

A woman's c ole in t he late nine ­
tee nt h  ce nt ury was we ll de fine d. The Vic ­
t orian Age dict ate d t hat wom an's place was 
in t he home , produc ing c hildre n  and c aring 
for he r husband and fam ily. The re we re e ve n  
"sc ie nt ific " re port s t hat c ould prove e duc ate d 
work ing wome n had fe we r c hildre n  and we re 
ne glige nt in c aring for t he ir familie s. I Wome n 
like Sarah H ale , e dit or o f  Godey's Lady's 

Magazine, or Alice Free man Palme r, t he 
pre s ide nt of We lle s le y Colle ge ,  we re 

e xt re me ly rare . 
The ye ars afte r t he Civil War c hange d t he 

de finit ion of woman's role and gave wome n 
in t he East ne w opport unit ie s t o  bec ome a 
part of t he work ing world. T he lack of mar­
riage able me n afte r t he war force d many 

young wome n who might have pre fe rre d 
marriage t o  bec ome wage -e arne rs. 

During t he sec ond half of t he ninetee nt h 
ce nt ury, wome n's e arning opport unit ie s t ypi­
c ally involve d  dome st ic labor-c ook ing, se w­
ing, kee ping boarde rs, wait re ssing, and doing 
laundry. The short age of m ale s and t he fact 

t hat some c olle ge s had ope ne d t he ir doors 
t o  fe male s allowe d  wome n  t o  move be yond 
t radit ional dome st ic se rvice voc at ions and 
int o  more public occ upat ions: te ac hing, 

c le rk ing in st ore s  and doing office work . But 
in t he Rogue Valle y, wome n st ill worke d at 
low-paying dome st ic jobs in t he post -Civil 
War ye ars. Valle y t owns simply lacke d t he 

e mployme nt opport unit ie s  found in more 
urban e nvironme nt s. 
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Anna and Ida Hargrove 
operated a millinery 
store on East Main 
Street in Ashland 
around the turn of the 
century. SOHS #2300 
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The c omple tion of the railroad to Califor­
nia in 1 887 brought inc re ase d  wage-e arning 
opportunitie s  for Rogue Valle y wome n, how­

e ve r. The De pot H ote l and the othe r hote ls 
that ope ne d in Ashland soon afte r the rail­
road's arrival nee de d  c hambe rmaids and 
waitre sse s. As the railroad's influe nce in Ash­
land gre w, the numbe r of b oarding house s  
and home s  that took in roo me rs inc re ase d.  
Single wome n, partic ularly widows with c hil­
dre n, found it e asie r  to take in boarde rs than 
to le ave home to e arn a wage . Be ing mostly 
single me n, the railroad worke rs e mploye d  
wome n to do the ir laundry. As a re sult, tradi­
tional dome stic jobs for wome n who nee ded 
to work abounde d  in Ashland at the turn of 
the ce ntury. 

The low pay that we nt along with the se 
j obs, though, was what motivate d  some 
work ing wome n to purc hase prope rty, build 
re ntal house s and bec ome landladie s. The 
Railroad Distric t  in Ashland provide d suc h 
an opportunity. The are a ne ar the track s was 
unde ve lope d  be fore the railroad's arrival and 
ine xpe nsive lots still we re available .  Be twee n 
1 895 and 1910 nine tee n single wome n owne d 
prope rty in the Railroad Distric t. The se 
wome n we re single for a varie ty of re asons. 
Some we re single by c hoice ; some we re 
widows; and some we re divorce d.  The y  all 
found that e arning inc ome from re ntal prop­

e rty was a way to bec ome se lf-suffic ie nt. 

A
nna and Ida H argrove c hose a 
more c re ative outle t  in the ir bid 
for se lf- suffic ie nc y. The y  ope ne d  
a milline ry store at 50 East Main 

Stree t .  T he succe ss of the ir shop allowe d 
the m  to build an e ight-room home on t he 

c orne r o f  Spring and First Stree ts in J une 
1909. The y  c hose the distric t  for the ir home 
bec ause ine xpe nsive ,  unde ve lope d land was 
available only block s from the ir shop. 
Arc hitec t Frank C.  Clark dre w  up the plans 
for the ir building on Main Stree t and he 
probably de signe d  the ir ne w home as we ll .  
Whe n  c omple te d,  the house was de sc ribe d 
as " . . .  one o f  the handsome st bungalows 
in town."2 It still stands at 185 Pionee r Stree t .  
I n  191 1 I d a  marrie d  Robe rt Ne il, but Anna 

c ontinue d  to live in the house for many ye ars. 

The Victorian Age 
dictated that woman's 

place was in the home. 

Like the H argrove siste rs, Eli K .  Ande r­
son found prope rty in the distric t an ine x­
pe nsive inve stme nt also. In 1908 he dee de d 
the prope rty at 142 B Stree t to his daughte r 
Be lle . Be lle c hose to re main single and 
worke d for many ye ars at the Ashland Tid­

ings. Be lle didn't live in the distric t  but re nte d 
the house to the railroad familie s who pre ­
fe rre d  to live ne ar the de pot. The re nt Be lle 

c ollec te d  augme nte d  he r salary and he r 
inhe ritance from he r fathe r. 

Be lle re nte d  he r house to supple me nt he r 
inc ome from anothe r  job, but that inc ome 
was not e sse ntial to he r life style .  Mattie 
Brown, on the othe r  hand, nee de d the re n t  
from the little house ne xt to he r home t o  kee p 
a roof ove r he r family's he ad. 

Mattie Ire ne Pe rk ins was born August 2 7 ,  
1873 ,  i n  Wisc onsin and c ame t o  Ashland in  
1892, whe re she me t Charle s  H .  Brow n .  
Charle s  was a mine r  but found the pick ings 
rathe r slim in J ack son County. He dec ide d 
to try his luck in Alask a, hoping to make a 
quick fortune so he c ould ask the re d- haire d 
Mattie to bec ome his wife .  Luck wasn't with 
Charle s  in Alask a e ithe r; he and his partne r 
found the y  had purc hase d a " salte d" mine . 
While trying to figure what to do with the 
worthle ss hole ,  Charle s  bec ame se ve re ly ill .  
During his long c onvale sce nce in Alask a  he 
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wrote Matt ie many lette rs ask ing he r t o  wait 
for his retu rn and paint ing a ros y pictu re of 

t hei r futu re. Matt ie waite d. Whe n  Charles 
retu r ne d  t he y  we re marrie d. Charles we nt t o  
work in t he As hland Mine and t he futu re 
looke d bright . Soon t he ir family gre w  t o  
inc lu de a s on and a dau ghte r. I n  1897 
Charles bou ght prope rt y and c onst ructe d a 
house at 725 B St reet. Afte rward he bu ilt a 

s mall house ne xt door as a re nt al. 

Charles was a miner 
hoping to make a quick 
fortune so he could ask 
the red-haired Mattie to 

become his wife. 

Charles die d  in Nove mbe r 1902 le aving 
Matt ie wit h fou r s mall c hildre n, t wo houses 
and less t han ros y pros pects. The re nt from 
733 B St reet provide d  s ome inc ome for Mat ­

t ie whic h  s he adde d  t o  by t ak ing in lau ndry, 
e arning fift y  ce nts for e ve ry t we lve pieces 
lau nde re d . The c hildre n  he lpe d  whe n  t he y  

c oul d by t ak ing fru it t o  t he railroad st at ion 
t o  se l l  t o  t rain passe nge rs. Matt ie made he r 
dau ghte r Que ritt a a re d- hoode d  c ape t o  we ar 

t o  t he de pot. The re d c ape att racte d  t he pas ­
se nge rs ' atte nt ion -s he did look cute and it 
als o  made it e as ie r  for he r olde r  brot he r and 

s iste r t o  kee p t rack of he r. 
As t he c hildre n  gre w, s o  did Matt ie 's finan­

c ial nee ds and s he dec ide d t o  move from t he 
s mall house on B St reet t o  a t wo-st ory house 
on Oak St reet. Now s he had t he inc ome from 

t wo re nt al houses . In late r ye ars Matt ie was 
able t o  bu y a t hird house ill Fou rt h St reet 
whic h  s he als o  re nte d. But Matt ie nee de d  
more i nc ome and be gan doing lau ndry for 

t he Ore gon H ote l .  Se ve ral ye ars late r s he 
we nt t o  work for a re gu lar s alary at t he As h­
land Lau ndry Company on Wate r St reet . 

In 1 910 Matt ie 's oldest dau ghte r  Mar­
gue rite ,  m arrie d  a re nte r, J oh n  H. 
Mc Mic hae l, a host le r wit h  Sout he rn Pac ific. 
Late r t he c ou ple move d t o  Wee d, California, 
and h ad t wo c hildre n. Matt ie's sec ond 
dau ghte r marrie d Me lvin K ae gi,  whose fam­
il y owne d  and ope rate d t he White H ouse 
Groce ry on Main St reet in As hland. The y  
had t wo s ons. Clyde Brown worke d for t he 
railroad, marrie d  and live d  in As hland. Mat-
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Mattie Brown Photo courtesy Dale Kaegi 

t ie's you ngest s on was k ille d  in an aut omo­
bile acc ide nt on Winbu rn Way in 1920 on his 

t we nt iet h birt hday. Wit h he r c hildre n  gone , 
t he de mands on he r inc ome dec re ase d and 
Matt ie was able t o  retu rn t o  he r home at 725 
B St reet whe re s he die d  of a he art att ack in 
1942 . 

Just as Matt ie use d he r re nt al inc ome t o  
su pport he r family, s o  did Ju lia Evans , 
alt h ou gh s he probably st arte d off wit h more 

c apit al t han Matt ie had. In 1899, Ju lia, a 
widow wit h an e le ve n-ye ar-old s on,  bou ght 
prope rt y on Third St reet. In mid- Se pte mbe r 

t hat ye ar s he awarde d a c ont ract t o  E. G. 
Pe rham t o  bu ild t wo houses on t he prope rt y 
for $ 1 , 100 e ac h . Ju lia live d  for se ve ral ye ars 
in t he house at 74 Third St reet and re nte d  

t he h ouse ne xt door at 70 Third St reet . In 
1903 s he s old t he ne xt -door prope rt y for 
$ 1 ,400 and was able t o  bu y t he prope rt y  at 
526 East Main St reet. Ju lia move d t o  East 
Main in 1909, re nt ing out t he house on Third 
St reet. But mone y  bec ame more of a prob­
le m,  s o  in 1911 s he s old t he Third St reet 
house and be gan re nt ing fu rnis he d  rooms at 
he r East Main St reet address. Ju lia's re nt al 
prope rt y su pporte d he r for a nu mbe r of 
ye ars , but wit hout t he su pple me nt of wages 

s he was u nable t o  kee p he r prope rt y. 
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W
hen H orace J. H ick s  died in 
the summer of 1900 he left his 
wife well provided for. H e  
owned several pieces of prop­

ert y around Ashland including the family 
h ouse o n  Bush St reet . H is wife, Margaret , 
bought several pieces of property in the Rail­
road Dist rict early in 1900 and over the next 
tw o years had rent al h ouses built at: 64 Third 
Street i n  the spring of 1900; 120 Second 
Street in April 1901; and 3 50 B Street in 
O ctober 1901 . With rents averaging $ 10 a 
mont h for each of her houses, Margaret had 
a st eady income for her three children. 
Clifford was able to att end t he U niversity of 
O regon.  LeRoy and Vera attended the Nor­
mal School in Ashland. When Margaret 's 
h ealt h  began to fail in 1908 she even was able 
to afford a trip t o  southern California. 
W armer weather did not improve her healt h, 

TABLE ROCK SENTINEL 

however. On April 28, she died t here in 
Pomono.  E ach of her children inherit ed one 
of t he houses in the dist rict. Clifford sold his 
house on Third St reet in 1910. Vera sold her 
house on Second St reet in 1914. LeRoy held 
on to t he B St reet house unt il October 1 920. 

Marg aret had been able to give her chil­
dren ext ras such as a good educat io n  wit h  
t he help of the income from her rent al 
properti es. She also was able t o  leave each 
of her children a home or a source of income 
if t hey wanted to k eep their inherit ance. 

One of the most affluent women t o  own 
propert y in the Railroad District was Lucinda 
Ganiard .  Lucinda was the wife of Oscar 
Ganiard. They had been very successful wit h 
their ranch in Sams Valley and moved t o  
Ashland in 1884, building a home on First 
St reet . Oscar died in 1895 aft er building t he 
Opera H ouse on Main St reet. Lucinda k ept 

When Lucinda Ganiard 
built the "Commercial 

Building" on Fourth 
Street in 1899, it 

contained boarding 
rooms on the second 

floor and stores on 
ground level. 

Photo by Natalie Brown 
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t ight c ont rol over money m att ers .  For exam­
ple, s he k new t he pric e  o f  a bar of Cryst al 
Soap and j ust how long it s hould last . 

Luc inda began building in t he dist rict in 
1899 wit h t he Ganiard B uilding on Fourt h  
St reet . The t wo-st ory building had boarding 
rooms on t he s ec ond floor and st ores on t he 
ground floor. Merc handis e in t he st ores was 
damaged during t he dist rict 's devast at ing fire 
in May 1903 and Luc inda s old t he building 

t hat wint er. She want ed t o  get t he maximum 

Activities Celebrate 
Women's History Month 

March is National Women's History Month, and local artists and 
scholars join with the Rogue Valley Women's History Month Project 
to offer Jackson County residents a variety of educational and enter­
taining events. Selected activities include: 
• Heritage: The Women of Jackson County. Oral history dramatiza­

tion by Carolyn Myers offers one hundred years .of humerous and 
intimate monologues by Rogue Valley .women. 
-Fri., March3, SOSC Science Lecture HaIl, Ashland, 7:30 p.m. 
-Mon., March 6, Upper Rogue Community Center, Shady Cove, 
2 p.m. 
-Wed., March 8,Crater High School, Central Point, 3:30 p.m. 
-Tues., March 14, Ruch Library, Ruch,7:30 p.m. 
-Wed., March 15, Eagle Point High School, Eagle Point, 7 p.m. 
-Thurs., March 16, Rogue River Presbyterian Church,Rogue River, 
3 p.m. 
-Sat., March 18, Gold Hill Methodist Church, Gold Hill, 7:30 p.m. 
-Sat., March 25; Carpenter HaIl, Ashland; 8 p.m. 
-Tues., March 28, Prospect School multi-purpose room, Prospect; 
2:30 p.m. 

• Women's History Quilt. L inda Thirwall offers handsconquilting to 
adults and children. 
-February 28-March 4, ChappelI-Swedenburg House Museum, 
Ashland; .1-5 p.m.; and 
�March6-18, Hands-AlI-Around, 150 N. P ioneer, Ashland, 10 
a.m.·A-p.m. 

• - Annapurna: GreatHimalayan Adventure. Arlene Bl um present� -a 
slide lecture -of her epic journey across the Himalayas; 

. 

-Tues., March 7 ,. Ashland.Hills Inn, Ashland, 7:30 p.m .. Admis­
sion$4-$6. 

• Women Honoring Women. A reception honoring community women 
at  Crater High School library, .Central Point. 
-'-Wed., March 8, 3 p.m. Free.admission. 

• What [ Hav(!�Y Told YouTht, Dori Appel and Dashka. Slater pre�­
ent a mixed-media performance of poetry and music expressing the 
lives of girls and women. 
-Sat., March 11, SOSCStevensonUnion; Ashland, .8 p.m. Admisc 
sion $2:":'$3. 

• Women in the Environmental Movement. One-hour lecture by the 
Rogue Group Sieira Club. . . 

-Tues., March21, City.HalI,Medford,· 7:30p.m. Free. adinission. 
FOr moreiIlformation on theseor other Women's History MOl1th activi-
ties; contact Lou Lyman at (503) 48272026 or Mary Perry at (503) 
488-2159. 
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inc ome from her propert y  and lik ed t o  build 
t wo hous es on eac h  plot of land. The hous es 
at 43 8 and 450 A St reet were built in Marc h  
1899. In June 1901 s he had hous es built at 

333 and 3 43 B St reet . By 1903 Luc inda was 
managing s ix rent al hous es in t he dist rict . 

When Luc inda died in April 1907 s he left 
her daught er Lott ie, t hirt y-s even piec es of 
propert y  wort h almost $ 12,000. The propert y  
inc luded t he family ranc h in Sams Valley 
where Lott ie was born and where s he met 
and married John E. Pelt on in Dec ember 
1884. But most of t he propert y  Lott ie 
inherit ed was in As hland, inc luding t he s ix 
rent al hous es and Luc inda's home on First 
St reet . Lott ie ret ained t he hous e at 228 B and 

t he s mall rent al hous e  behind it when s he 
divorc ed John in 1902. For s everal years s he 
managed s even rent al hous es .  Then in 1909 

s he began s elling piec es of propert y  t o  meet 
her financ ial obligat ions .  Muc h  of her 
inherit anc e  had been s old by 1926 when her 
always- fragile healt h failed during a vis it t o  
her daught er Mable in Port land. 

The st igma of being a s ingle work ing 
woman was eas ier t o  bear in t he more t ran­

s ient and forgiving Railroad Dist rict t han in 
t he s ett led port ions of As hland. Many of t he 
dist rict res idents had lived in ot her t owns and 
acc ept ed t he more unc onvent ional inc ome­
earning woman wit h great er eas e. The ever­

c hanging railroad populat ion did not c on­
c ern its elf wit h a neighbor's occ upat ion, 
es pec ially if  t hey were not railroad- relat ed .  
The railroaders als o  c reat ed a c onst ant 
demand for rent al homes t hat allowed t he 
dist rict 's s ingle landladies a dependable rout e 
t o  s elf-s uffic ienc y. 

ENDNOTES 

I. Catherine Clinton, The Other Civil War (New York: 

Hill & Wang, 1984), p. 152. 

2. Ashland Tidings, December I, 1909. 

Local Historians Sue Waldron and Kay 

Atwood put together a portion of the A sh­

land Landmarks Heritage List. Funded by 

grants from the State Historic Preservation 

Office and the City of A shland, the list iden­

tifies over 300 buildings of historic sig­

nificance in A shland's Railroad District. 

W hile compiling the research, Waldron and 

A twood noticed that the names of several 

single ladies repeatedly appeared as owners 

of h ouses. A dditional research led to this 

article. 

Sue Waldron is also a researcher for the 

Southern Oregon Historical Society. 
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By Raymond Lewis 

Moses Allen Williams 
Father of 
Presbyterianism 
in Southern Oregon 

N 
eit her a biological fat her nor a fat her in t he 

st rict est s ens e of religious denominat ional 
us age, t he Rev. Mos es Allen Williams 
nonet heless earned t he t it le "Fat her Wil-

I iams " from cit izens of all fait hs in t he early years of t he 
Rogue Valley's s ett lement . In one s ens e he was a fat her, 
having est ablis hed t he first s uccess ful Pres byt erian con­
gregat ion in Jacks on Count y  in 1857.  

But t he Fat her Williams most s out hern Oregonians of 
t he last cent ury k new was t he t ireless preacher and t eacher 
who found t ime t o  marry and bury, couns el and cons ole 
all who were in need, regardless of t heir religious affilia­

t ions or t he lack of t hem. 
Mos es was born Sept ember 26, 1 8 1 1 ,  in Was hingt on 

Count y, Penns ylvania. H e  received his early educat ion 
from his parents , according t o  a local biographer. 

From his father [he] l earned to use tools, operate the grist mill, 
repair the farm wagon and construct simple mechanical devices. 
He built fences, plowed, cultivated and harvested, cared for the 
animals and milked the cows. H e  learned to ride, hunt and fish. 
In short [his] . . .  home training d eveloped the practical versa­
tility that was manifest through his l ife. ! 

H aving graduat ed from Jeffers on College in 183 9 - at 
t he age of t went y-s even - Mos es left t o  t each in t he Sout h .  
In 1843 he became a candidat e  for t he minist ry in t he Pres ­
byt ery of Georgia. A year lat er he was ordained and 
received his licens e  t o  preac h. I n  t hat s ame year he ent ered 

t he t heological s eminary at Columbia, Sout h Carolina, 
and st udied t here for a year. Aft er anot her year of t each­
ing he enrolled in Princet on Theological Seminary, gradu­
at ing in 1 849. 

H e  t hen became a past or in U niont own, Penns ylvania, 
a post he held for t hree years at an annual s alary of $ 500. 
St rangely enough, at U niont own Williams was des cribed 
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as "only a moderat e  preac her," and some dissatisfac tion 
was expressed with his sermons. Membership dec lined and 
in April 1852 he resigned. In his diary he wrot e, "I  do not 
wish to see any diffic ult y  spring up in the c hu rc h  on my 
acc ount. 0 God, forgive t he imperfect manner in whic h 
my labors have been performed. "2 

While in U niontown he c orresponded with the Ameri­
c an and Christian U nion, learning that there had been 
a request for a teac her to found an English sc hool in Chile. 
For years Protestants in Latin Americ a had been rigidly 
prohibited from prac tic ing t heir religion, but during t he 
183 0s aut horit ies relaxed the restrict ions. European 
immigrants organiz ed Prot est ant c hurc hes, and the 
Methodist -Episc opal c hurc h  opened missions in Buenos 
Aires, Argent ina, and Rio de J aniero, Braz il .  Eager t o  
make a c hange in his life, Williams applied and was 
appoint ed as a missionary in Chile. Along with his ot he r 
duties, he was expec ted t o  establish a Presbyterian c hurc h 
sc hool there. 

H e  spent several months in New York preparing for his 
new assignment, studying Spanish while he boarded wit h  
a helpful Spanish family. During t his period he met t he 
Jac ks family at Elizabethtown, New J ersey, and est ab­
lished a warm friendship with Amelia J ac ks, a relation­
ship he later renewed in California. 

In Marc h  1853 ,  he set sail for Valparaiso, Chile, on the 
John Marshall. After a rugged four-mont h trip around 
Cape H orn, the little ship's c rew and fifteen passengers 
doc ked at t heir Chilean seaport destination. Onc e  estab-

It was obvious that Jacksonville 
was relaxed in its spiritual 

discipline and could use some 
godly direction. 

t 
lished, Williams threw himself into his work, alt hough 
he c ontinued to suffer from sic kness that he attribut ed 

t o  the rough passage and the deprivat ions of shipboard 
life. 

Only months lat er, Williams hired instruct ors and 
opened a sc hool in a large house on the port plaza with 
an enrollment of about fort y boys who paid seventy-five 
dollars for tuit ion and board for a three-month t erm. Wil­
liams gave privat e  instruct ion in English to young 

Father Williams' efforts can be seen in an 1885 photograph of Jacksonville; the Presby terian church's steeple spires at the far 
right. SOHS #7623 
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Chilleans, using the Bible as his text and drilling his stu­
dents on religious prac tic es and memorization of Sc rip­
ture. 3 

From t he first, however, he c omplained about the bur­
den of operating his sc hool, finding it diffic ult to k eep 
up with administrative duties and responsibilities as well 
as day-to-day task s. Writing in the A merican and Foreign 
Christian Union Monthly in Oc tober 1855,  he dec lared: 

"Thus have I labored with all diligence to carry out the plans 
o f  the Christian Union, with a great sacrifice o f  comfort, and 
wear and tear of body and mind. I have before said that this 
school is  wearing me out. Were I not as tough as rawhide, it would 
have b ro ken me down long since. My labor has been that of at 
least two persons - one man and one woman - for all the domestic 
affairs of the concern fall upon me also. In fact it would keep 
one man busy merely to superintend and have everything in the 
order i t  should be, to say nothing o f  the labor of teaching.4 

After devoting three years to the sc hool, during whic h  
time his health c ontinued to deteriorate, he c onc luded that 
a further stay would prove fatal to him. At the end of 1855 
he ask ed to be relieved of the assignment, and in J anuary 
1856, he was given an appointment in California. 

Squire William Hoffman SOHS #1725 

Arriving in San Franc isc o in the summer of 1 856, Wil­
liams was delighted with the c hange. For his entire stay 
in Latin Americ a, he had been deeply c onc erned that his 
duties as teac her and administrator were too sec ular. But 
his appointment in California would onc e again give him 
the opportunity to reac h out and preac h .  

H is California assignment gave Williams n o  definite 
itinerary; as a missionary, he appeared to have been on 
his own .  H is objec tives were to save souls, to give c om­
fort to those who yearned for it ,  to advise those who 
sought spiritual guidanc e, and to establish c hurc hes where 
they were needed and where they would prevail. 
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L
ate in 1 856,  after preac hing in several c hurc hes 
in the Bay Area, Williams took an exploratory 
tour of Puget Sound and the lower Columbia 
River. At Port Gamble he preac hed, on Whid­

bey Island he hunted duck s and deer and at Olympia he 
attended Bible c lass. On Christmas Day, Williams took 
a steamer to Portland and he also visited Vanc ouver, Ore­
gon City and other neighboring c ommunities. Bad 
weather prevented his traveling into the Willamette Val­
ley, so he took a steamer back to Astoria where he 
presented sermons at the c ustoms house and visited the 
oldest Presbyterian c hurc h  on the Pac ific Coast at Clat­
sop Plains. Af ter preac hing there, he returned to San Fran­

c isc o. 
The following year, Williams visited Benec ia, Santa 

Rosa, Napa and Vallejo, preac hing as he went .  Ministerial 
friends also suggested he explore northern California, an 
area he soon c onc luded was ripe for the gospel. Popu­
lated with miners, I ndians and frontiersmen, northern 
California and southern Oregon had been overlook ed by 
most other denominations and Williams expec ted to find 
a throng of rec eptive listeners. H e  spent several months 
visiting rowdy mining c amps in Shasta City, Etna, Yrek a 
and other towns in northern California, preac hing in 
sc hoolhouses, tents, c ourthouses and onc e  in a hotel bar­
room where the men c ontinued gambling during the serv­
ic e. H e  made some effort to establish a c hurc h  in Yrek a, 
but was diverted from the endeavor by the possibilities 
to be explored in southern Oregon .  

O n  Oc tober 3 1 , 1 8 5 7 ,  h e  arrived i n  the Rogue River Val-
ley. Acc ording to Miller: 

[He] was first entertained at the home of I saac Hill.  T he next 
day he preached at the Dunn schoolhouse . . .  There were about 
a dozen present in the morning and 35 or 40 at the evening serv­
ice. He visited Claiborne Neil, Patrick Dunn and other families 
at the head o f  Bear Creek. A few days later he was welcomed 
at Gassburg by the Colvers. 5 

Visiting J ack sonville, he found a dedic ated little group 
of Presbyterians who had been c alled together by Squire 
William H offman and his family. 

At that time, Jack sonville was a thriving frontier 
metropolis bustling with ac tivity; but it also was obvious 
that the c ity was relaxed in its spiritual disc ipline and c ould 
use some Godly direc tion. The Methodists had so far 
managed to erec t a meeting house, but a home for Pres­
byterians was lack ing. 

Enc ouraged by H offman's enthusiasm, Williams took 
the initial steps toward organizing a c hurc h, announc ing 
the plans following the sermon he delivered November 1 5  
a t  the Methodist meeting house. The following Sunday 
in a meeting at the H offman home, Williams formally 
established the c ongregation. H offman was elec ted a rul­
ing elder, as was Samuel E. Van Dyk e. Other c harter mem­
bers inc luded William Wright, William H offman, 
Ashman J. Butler, E.  P. Rand, J ane Wright, Keziah Van 
Dyk e, Caroline B. H offman, Mary Gore and Elizabeth 
H offman. 

As was often the c ase with itinerant missionary 
ministers, Williams soon left behind his newly established 

c hurc h  to grow on its own, faithful that it would endure 
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and pros per. H e  ret urned again to the Bay Area t o  preac h 
and vis it other c ongregat ions and old friends . 

Among t hos e friends was Mrs .  Amelia J acks , now a 
widow with two c hildren, William and Carolita, and a 
one-hundred-ac re farm near Napa. Mrs .  J acks was a dedi­

c at ed Pres byt erian and Williams s oon found hims elf l ist ­
ing her c harms in his diary, desc ribing her as "a fine 
Christ ian lady" whos e  virt ues at times int ruded on his 
mind even during devot ionals .  Finally, Williams admit­

t ed t hat t he c hurc h  alone c ould not fulfill all his needs; 
at fort y-s ix, t he well-t raveled minis ter was in love. 

Impress ed wit h  Williams ' godliness and k indness , Mrs .  
J acks acc epted his propos al of marriage and t he c ou ple 
wedded in the Napa Pres byt erian Churc h  on J uly 14, 1858 .  

Back in  J acks onville, however, E lder H offman was 
doing his best to k eep members interes ted in maintaining 

t heir new c hurc h, leading prayer meetings and arranging 
occ as ional s ermons by t raveling preac hers .  Believing t hat 
a full- time minis ter was c ruc ial t o  the s urvival of the J ack ­

s onville c ongregation, H offman wrote repeatedly t o  Wil­
liams , begging him to return t o  the Rogue Valley. 

Now married, Williams dec ided t he c hallenge of main­
t aining a regular minist ry in a c hurc h  of his own appealed 
t o  him. Following a honeymoon in San Franc isc o, he and 
his bride prepared t o  leave California behind and arrived 
in J acks onville in Sept ember 1 858 ,  less 

t han a year af ter Williams had firs t  
es tablis hed the J acks onville 

c hurc h . 6  
Other denominat ions were 

ahead of Williams . The Bap­
t ists , led by Myron St earns ,  
were meet ing in privat e  homes .  
The Met hodis ts already had a 

c hurc h  and t he Cat holics had 
begun c ons truct ion of t heir 

c hu rc h  on Fou rt h St reet 

in J acks onville. But as ide from St earns and Thomas 
Fletc her Royal, the Methodis t  preac her, Williams was the 
only permanent minis ter in t he valley. One of his first 
moves upon arriving was t o  buy 1 50 ac res on Bear Creek , 
whic h  is t oday t he propert y  occ upied by the National 
Guard Armory and t he J acks on Count y  ball park , and 
to begin plans t o  build a home. Toiling above and beyond 
their dut ies , c hurc h  members s oon rais ed a hous e  and out ­
buildings .  In t ime, the preac her had fruit trees , gardens ,  
a barn and lives tock . 

W
illiams '  c ongregat ions were not limit ed t o  
t he fait hful in J acks onville. H e  preac hed his 
firs t  s ermon in As hland on Oc tober 10, 
1858, and for years maint ained a regu­

lar Pres byterian minis try t here, traveling t he long dis tanc e  
t o  and from As hland on hors eback . H e  c onduct ed his pas ­
t oral work around his Sunday sc hedule. Leaving home on 
Friday or Saturday, he vis ited families along the way, 
preac hing t wic e on Sunday. H e  vis it ed from hous e  t o  
hous e  during t he day and work ed his way home Monday 
in a s imilar manner. H e  c alled on families of all faiths ­
or of no fait h - and pres ented his c aus e in a very direct 
manner. If no c ongregat ion awaited him he vis ited neigh­
boring homes ,  s inging hymns and quot ing the Sc riptures . 

In 1 875,  the As hland c ongregat ion had grown enough 
to es tablis h a c hurc h . As a mat ter of fac t , at that time 
As hland t hreat ened to ec lips e  J acks onville as the valley's 
largest c ommunit y  and c ould well maint ain a c hurc h . On 
August 28, 1 878, Williams est ablis hed t he As hland Pres ­
byt erian Churc h, ass ist ed by t he Rev. Thomas Frazer, mis ­

s ionary of t he old Synod of t he Pac ific ,  and the Rev. 
William Clyde. 

Father Williams ministered to a 
growing Ashland congregation, 

which resulted in the erec­
tion of the Ashland 

Presbyterian 
Church 

in 1878. 
SOHS #5214 



Chart er members inc luded: Martha L .  Gillett e, Ellen 
Gi ddi ngs ,  Mayhett a J ac obs , W. W. Kentnor, Laura I .  
W oods on ,  H arriet Ewi ng, J anetta Buick , Ann H .  Rus ­

s ell, M ary M. Dunn, Bets y  I. Taylor, Claiborne Nei l, 
Louis a Nei l, Mart ha Wells , Samuel Grubb, Elizabeth 
Gr ubb, Charles Goodc hild, Mrs .  E. Goodc hi ld,  H elen 
Ralph, J ane Mars hall and Nanc y  E. Applegate. 

For the first t hree years s ervic es were held i n  a sc hool­
hous e on East Main St reet. Williams preac hed a s ermon 
onc e  a month unt il t he Rev. J .  B. Donalds on ass umed the 
pas torat e. A c hurc h  building was erec ted in 1878 on the 

c orner of Main and H elman Streets . Costi ng $3 , 141 .86,  
th e b ui lding was dedic at ed free of debt t hree years lat er. 

Wi lliams maintained a sc hedule si milar to his As hland 
minist ry i n  Gass burg, preac hi ng at the Colver hous e. 
About 1862 a c ommuni ty c hurc h  buildi ng was begun t here 

i n  ass oc iat ion wit h t he Methodis ts . Owi ng t o  delays and 
s h ortages of funds , the Pres byteri ans gained owners hi p 
of t he unfinis hed bui ldi ng and moved it t o  lots donated 
by Samuel Colver and J ames B. Thurber. The buildi ng 

w as dedic at ed on J une 4, 187 1 .  This was the fi rst Pres­
byteri an c hurc h  bui ldi ng i n  s outhern Oregon. It was free 
of debt and Williams proudly dec lared that "we owe no 
man anything but the debt of gratit ude."7 

Wi lliams s tayed on as mi nist er at Phoenix unti l 1882,  
w h en Rev. Clyde c ame to t he c hurc h. A proc ess ion of 
mi nis ters followed unti l t he Rev. Robert Ennis took c harge 
in 1 886.  H e  remai ned unti l  1890. The litt le c hurc h  ac qui red 
a belfry and a bell in 1910. It was abandoned for a newer, 
larger st ruc ture in 1928. Duri ng the Depressi on years t he 
bu ildi ng s tood idle. Subjec t  to the wear and t ear of time 
and vandals ,  it was eventually s old and t orn down for 
lu mber. 

During his fi rs t five or si x years preac hi ng in J acks on-
ville, P hoeni x  and As hland, Willi ams als o  held s ervic es 
at t he Kahler sc hoolhous e  near Wi llow Spri ngs , t he Wris ­
ley sc h oolhous e  near Table Rock , and the Ric e  sc hool­
h ous e. H e  oft en appeared at Li ttle Butt e  Creek and Gall's 
Creek , where he held aft ernoon s ermons ,  and at Swi n­
gle'S sc hoolhous e  where he performed on Sunday 
eveni ngs .  

In addi ti on to his reli gious res pons ibi li ti es , Wi lli ams 
w as elect ed J acks on County Sc hool Superintendent i n  
1862. H e  had previous ly ass umed leaders hi p  i n  a c am ­
paign t o  i mprove the sc hools ,  and express ed c onc ern about 
ineffic ienc y  i n  the s yst em. H e  rec ei ved a s alary of $3 00 
a year for t his politic al pos iti on for whic h he i nt erviewed 
teac hers ,  iss ued teac hing c ertific ates ,  and alloc at ed and 

s pent sc hool money for t he c ounty. In 1 864 he was unop­
pos ed and was re-elect ed for a s ec ond term. 

In 1 866 his s ec ond t erm as s uperi ntendent expired, b ut 
aft er leavi ng public offic e, he c ontinued worki ng wit h  t he 

s chools ,  visi ti ng c lass es and ins tructi ng teac hers . H e  als o 
kept u p  his interes t  in ci vic affairs . When Pres ident and 
Mrs . Rutherford B. H ayes vis ited J acks onvi lle i n  1880, 
Wi lliams att ended the rec ept ion i n  H olt H all and was 
pr es ent t he next morni ng t o  c heer the Pres ident on his 

w ay. H e  was among t he c rowd when t he c orners tone was 
lai d at the c ourt hous e  in J acks onvi lle i n  1883 .  On occ a-
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si on he read t he Dec larat ion of Independenc e  at Fourth 
of J uly c elebrat ions ,  act ed as c haplai n  for the Southern 
Oregon Pi oneer Soci ety, and att ended music al programs , 
memori al s ervic es and c hurc h  affai rs . While he fit ted t hes e 
appearanc es into his bus y  sc hedule, his farm c hores k ept 
hi m b us y  too. In his leis ure hours he wrote wi lls and let­
ters and c ompleted mort gages . "H e t aught music , 
apprais ed propert y, lent tools ,  donated c lot hes ,  si gned 
peti ti ons , made loans ,  doc tored wounds ,  removed warts 
and helped t o  repair mowers , to s hock wheat and t o  rais e 
barns ," his biographer wrot e. 8  H e  als o  assist ed his wife, 
bui ldi ng for her a grape s queezer, a c lot hes press and a 
quilt ing frame. Someti mes he helped her c lean hous e, dry 

He called on families of all 
faiths - or of no faith - and 

presented his cause in a very 
direct manner. 

t 
c orn, mak e  s oap and pres erve fruit . On was h  day he c ar­
ri ed wat er from Bear Creek . Whi le s he was hed, he put 

t he c lothes t hrough t he wri nger. 
Eager to gi ve his s tepc hi ldren an educ ati on ,  Wi lliams 

s ent Wi ll to Ci ty College in San Francisc o  and Carolita 
to Mi lls Semi nary at Beneci a .  In 1 870 fi nanc es were tight 
and his wi fe s old twent y-ni ne ac res of her Napa farm for 
$ 2,604, a s ale whic h c onsi derably eas ed t he demands for 
money. 

Three years later, Amelia Wi lli ams fell vict im t o  t yphoi d  
fever. Mos es was at her si de c ons tant ly but his prayers and 
the prayers of his flock were i n  vai n. She was buri ed i n  

t he J acks onvi lle Cemetery. 
For many years the members of t he J acks onville Pres ­

byteri an Churc h  had been unable t o  afford t o  erect a 
c hurc h b ui ldi ng.  They held Sunday s ervic es in the Meth­
odist Churc h  for more than t went y years ,  longi ng all t he 
whi le for a c hurc h  home of t hei r own.  At last i n  1879 t hey 
purc has ed a pair of lots from J ames Cluggage, who had 
given t hem a c hoic e  of s everal loc ati ons .  The sit e was 
direc tly ac ross from St . Mary's Ac ademy on Cali fornia 
Street . 

The fund drive for t he bui ldi ng was well underway by 
J une, and onc e  rolli ng, it pick ed up s peed and bec ame 
a c ommunit y projec t. The ladi es held a st rawberry fes ­
ti val and donat ed $ 158.50 to t he fund. M usic al programs , 
plays ,  dramatic readings , food s ales and part ies were held, 
with proc eeds gi ven to t he b ui ldi ng fund, whic h had a 
goal of $ 4,000. Madame H olt,  owner of the new U .  S. 
H ot el - and a Cat holic - pres ented an ic e c ream fest ival 

i n  H olt H all and s erved homemade ic e c ream, lemonade 
and fres h st rawberries while the Si lver Cornet Band 
played. J ane Mc Cully and t he pupi ls of her privat e  sc hool 
gave s everal fundrais ing benefits . 
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O n  t he first Sunday in December 1881 ,  t he church was 
dedicat ed .  Myrt le P. Lee, t he first curat or of t he Jack ­
sonville Museum, wrot e in her brief "H ist ory of t he Jack ­
sonville Presbyt erian Church:" 

At last dedication day arrived. December 4, 1881, will long b e  
remembered. Hearts swelled with pride, tears o f  joy filled t h e  
eyes of a l l  those who had labored long t o  make this dream com e  
true. The text of the sermon delivered by Reverend Hill was "Th e  
B u ilding o f  Solomon's Temple. " Father Williams gave the his­
tory o f  the church from its beginning. 9 

I n  March a Sunday school was organized and classes 
met in t he church basement . Squire H offman was superin­

t endent and fift y  young people were enrolled. 

A
t t he deat h  of his wife in 1873 ,  Fat her Williams 
was sixt y-two-years-old. Desperat ely lonely, he 
made an effort t o  ease his grief wit h  work , but 
it was not easy. As a widower wit h his st ep­

children grown, he found litt le pleasure in life. To pass 
t he t ime, he scrubbed floors, darned clot hes and b ak ed 
bread. And he dedicat ed more t ime t o  minist ering 

t hroughout t he area. Preaching in remot e areas of t he val­
ley, he oft en appeared at Rock Point , Ant elope and 
Brownsboro. At t he same t ime he held services in J ack ­
sonville and Eagle Point . 

In 1 884 he remarried. H is second wife was Sarah 
Livingst one Van Dyk e, t he widow of Samuel D. Van D yk e, 
who h ad been a close friend. They married at Link vi lle. 
She was sixt y-t hree and he nearly sevent y-t hree. On t heir 
h oneymoon t rip t hey visit ed t he presbyt ery in Port land, 

t he synod in Seatt le and made a side t rip t o  Vict oria, 
t raveling in a new buggy Williams had bought for t he 
occasion. 

The marriage apparent ly relieved his int ense loneliness 
and gave him renewed ent husiasm for preaching. Williams 
acquired new responsibilit ies at Grant s  Pass and Medford 
and cont inued preaching at Eagle Point . H is second bride 
was a loving companion; she accompanied him when he 
made his past oral calls and preached in ot her t owns. They 
were oft en seen walk ing t oget her down t he railroad t rack s  

t o  pay visit s in Medford . When she did not accompany 
him, he arranged for someone t o  st ay wit h  her unt il he 
ret urned. 

Short ly aft er t he marriage, he began mak ing plans for 
a new house. Const ruct ion was held up for some t ime, 
however, because Williams cont inued t o  lend money t o  
needy pet it ioners. Event ually, in 1892, aft er he float ed a 
$500 l o an at t en percent int erest from t he Beek man and 
Reames bank ing firm, he complet ed t he $1 ,500 house. 

The year of his second marriage, Williams resigned 
from t he Jack sonville church. August us R.  Bick enbach 
became t he past or in his place. But in spit e  of t he gala 
opening t hree years earlier, t he unforgett able dedicat ion 
ceremony and t he ent husiasm, bot h  Jack sonville and t he 
church had begun t heir decline. By 1884, t here were o nly 

t welve church members, t he number remaining aft er many 
o f  t he fait hful had t ransferred t heir memberships t o  
churches in Ashland and Phoenix. Furt her losses followed 
in 1 8 8 5  when t he new Medford church drained off more 
people. 
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The same year, Fat her Williams began preaching once 
a mont h  in t he Grant s Pass schoolhouse. People t here 
regarded him warmly but his advanced age and his precar­
ious healt h prevent ed him from organizing anot her new 
congregat ion so far from home, and he left t hat t ask t o  
anot her minist er, Robert McLean. 

Nearer Jack sonville, however, t he new cit y of Medford 
commanded his att ent ion. Medford was t he cent er of great 
act ivit y. A schoolhouse was built and Walt er Gore, Fat her 
Williams' son-in-law, became t he first principal. 
St oreowners from nearby t owns moved t heir est ablish­
ment s t o  t he communit y, brand new ent erprises sprang 
up and t he populat ion increased rapidly. Fat her Williams 
preached on Sunday af ternoons in one of t he st ore build­
ings� Int erest and att endance cont inued t o  develop and 
on March 29, 1 885 ,  he organized t he Medford Pres­
byt erian Church. August us Rick enbach and J. V. Milli­
gan served as his assist ant s. While plans were made for 
a new church building, Fat her Williams conduct ed serv­
ices in t he schoolhouse on Sout h  Cent ral. 

C.  C.  Beek man donat ed t wo lot s  on Main and H olly 
for a building sit e  and t he members launched a campaign 

t o  est ablish a building fund. Williams walk ed all over t own 
solicit ing subscript ions, even rent ing a cart t o  ride from 
door t o  door after his ank le gave out . In t he fall of 1886 
he donat ed t he foundat ion st ones he had been saving for 
his new home and he and his wife paid generous pledges. 
The foundat ion was laid in November 1 886, and t he 
church was dedicat ed on Sept ember 4, 1 887.  The frame 

"He taught music, appraised 
property, lent tools, donated 

clothes, signed petitions, made 
loans, doctored wounds, removed 

warts and helped to repair 
mowers. " 

t 
building could seat 175 ,  and on dedicat ion day it was 
declared free of debt . 1 0  

III  healt h  prevent ed him from serving regularly during 
t he wint er of 1887. Eneas McLean assumed t he Medford 
past orat e, and Williams gave up his minist ry t here. In 
1889, however, he began t o  hold regular services in Cen­

t ral Point , Gold H ill, Gall's Creek and Griffin Creek and 
cont inued his preaching at Eagle Point . During t he fort y 
years he spent in sout hern Oregon, he undoubt edly per­
formed more marriages t han any ot her local preacher. In 
his  lat er years he somet imes read t he ceremony for t he 
children of t hose he had earlier unit ed in marriage. 

Finally, because of t he illness of his wife, he was forced 
t o  give up t he minist ry in 1890. H e  st ayed home t o  t ak e  
care of her, but at t he same t ime managed t o  hold serv-
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ic es at Griffin Creek. As t he years passed, his own ail­
ments bec ame more frequent. At first his wife nursed him 
fait h fully, but before he bec ame seriously ill, her health 
gave way. Forc ed to tend to her needs, he spend muc h of 
his t im e  at her bedside, reading from the Bible or from 
novels  suc h  as Ben Hur and Pilgrim's Progress. 

I n  Oct ober 1 897 , in honor of his eight y-sixth birthday 
and to rec ognize t he fort ieth anniversary of his arrival in 
southern Oregon, his friends gave him a surprise party. 

"Thus have 1 labored . . .  with a 
great sacrifice of comfort, 

and 'wear and tear' of 
body and m in d. " 

t 
They found him alert but very ill and weak, and the part y 
'was o f  short duration to prevent over-tiring him or his 
wife. 

Fat her Williams lingered on unt il Dec ember 1897. H is 
fu neral was held in the J ac ksonville c hurc h, and he was 
bu ried in the J ac ksonville Cemetery alongside his first 
wife Amelia. H is sec ond wife survived unt il August 1902. 

W hen Moses Williams first made t he Rogue River Val­
ley his permanent home, he already was middle-aged. But 

t h is in no way diminished his acc omplishments. H is prin­
c ipal work was still ahead of him. H e  was a preac her and 
farmer, and maintained a lifelong int erest in educ ation. 
H e  loved t he rough out-of-doors and rode horsebac k,  
hu nted and fished. Yet despit e  the pressure of his duties 
he found time to write, maintaining a diary for forty-six 
years and c orresponding regularly with members of his 
family. 1 1  

Williams, although never a real fat her, for muc h of his 
life looked and spoke like a Biblic al prophet. H is dedic a­
tion and servic e, his sympat hy and affec tion won him the 
respect of everyone and so he bec am e  "Father Williams."  

When Williams arrived only one denomination had a church 
building and resident minister in southern Oregon, but he lived 
to see Presbyterians well established in the region. For nearly 
twenty years he was the only permanent resident Presbyterian 
minister . . .  T he churches in Medford and those at Jacksonville, 
Phoenix, Ashland and Grants Pass are the visible long-term fruit 
of his  husbandry . . .  He never wrote a book, nor held a pastor­
ate in any large church, nor sought honor in some important 
office in the denomination, yet his faithfulness and his humility 
made him great . . .  As a venerable spiritual leader, it was natu­
ral that he was "Father " to many people and he richly deserves 
the title, "Father of Presbyterianism in southern Oregon.

,, 1 2 

1"�� 
ENDNOTES :::: 

I. Clifford R. Miller, Shining L ight (Ashland: Presbytery of South-

west Oregon, 1972), pp. 23, 24. 

2. Miller, Shining L ight, p. 24. 

3. Miller, Shining L ight, p. 45. 

4. Miller, Shining Light, p. 55. 

TABLE ROCK SENTINEL 

5. Miller, Shining L ight, p.55. 

6.  Although he appeared in Jacksonville at an early date, Moses Wil­

liams was not the first Presbyterian to preach there. Thomas S. Kendall 

spent several weeks in the area in 1854 and announced that he had 

founded a church, but after he left for other assignments his church 

soon disappeared. 

7.  Quoted by Mary Ann Campbell, Medford Mail Tribune, Aug. 31, 

1975. 

S. Miller, Shining Light, p. 127. 

9. Myrtle P. Lee, History of the Jacksonville Presbyterian Church (Jack­

sonville: Southern Oregon Historical Society). 

10. In O ctober I S95 this church was destroyed by fire. The congrega­

tion almost immediately began a new building. It was larger than the 

original church, was constructed of brick, and cost $1 ,SOO. The new 

church was dedicated in May I S96. Father Williams participated in the 

service. 

II. T he originals of the diaries are located in the archives of the Univer­

sity of Oregon at Eugene. 

12. Miller, Shining Light, p. 12. 

For seven years, Raymond Lewis edited the Southern Ore­

gon Historical Society's Table Rock Sentinel. He is now 

retired in Jacksonville. 

Phoenix Presbyterian Church, shortly after its dedication 
SOHS #986 

March/Apri l  1989 21  



The First Presbyterian Church graces 
the east end of Jacksonville in this 
photograph by Peter Britt, ca. 1882. 
SOHS #675 



By Patricia Oxner 

C
ome disc over an oft en­
overlooked hist oric t reas ­
ure in J ac ks onville : t he 
First Pres byt erian Churc h ! 

Acc laimed in 1884 by A. G. Walling 
in his History oj Southern Oregon, 

Walling desc ribed t he c hurc h  as : "The 
most ornat e  and hands ome in s out h­
ern Oregon ,  wit h  st ained-glass win­
dows , and a s eat ing c apac it y of 

t wo-hundred-and-fift y  - a c redit t o  
t hos e who s o  generous ly gave t oward 
its erect ion ." )  Today, t his c hurc h  st ill 
looks as if it belongs on a greet ing 

c ard. Its t all s pires pierc e  t he s ky, and 
a fres h c oat of paint has rest ored, as 
near as poss ible, its original c olors .  

This c harming hist oric gem oft en 
eludes t he c as ual vis it or t o  J ac ks on­
ville bec aus e it is off t he main high­
way and is s urrounded by large t rees .  
More s erious vis it ors may s hy away 
bec aus e it remains an act ive c hurc h . 
Sinc e its founding more t han one 
hundred years ago, it has been bless ed 
wit h a fully s upport ive c ongregat ion, 
whic h makes it unique among t he 
early J ac ks onville c hurc hes . This 
bless ing may, in part, be due t o  t he 
dedic at ion of t he early founders who 
were det ermined t o  give t heir best 
effort in building a s uit able "H ous e  
of God." 

The st ory of t he founders begins 
right in t he s mall front yard of t he 

c hurc h, where a granit e boulder 
st ands as a memorial t o  t hos e early 
fait hful. A brass plaque bears t he 
insc ript ion: "Dedic at ed t o  t he mem-

ory of Rev. M. A. Williams and t he 
following noble  pioneers who 
organized t his c hurc h  - November 22, 
1 857." The list of names inc ludes :  
William H offman, Caroline H off­
man, Elizabet h  H offman, S. D. Van 
Dyke, K eziah Van Dyke, William 
Wright, J ane Wright ,  A. J .  But ler, E.  
P. Rand, and Mary Gore. Led by t he 
Rev. Mos es "Fat her" Williams, t hes e 
early s ett lers est ablis hed t he first Pres­
byt erian c ongregat ion in J ac ks 0n 
Count y. 

Mos es Williams was born in 1811  
in Penns ylvania. Aft er gradu ating in 
1839 from t hat st at e's J effers on Col­
lege, he preac hed in Georgia and 
Ohio, t aught for a s hort t ime in Chile 
and preac hed in California before 

c oming t o  t he Oregon Territ ory in 
1857.  On November 22, he organized 

t he First Pres byt erian Churc h  of 
J ac ks on Count y  aft er a meet ing in t he 
M et ho d ist C h urc h  (now Saint 
Andrews Episc opal Churc h) in J ac k­

s onville. The following year, at age 46 
he brought his new bride, t he former 
Amelia J ac ks ,  and her t wo young 

c hildren t o  live in t he Rogue Valley. 
Wit h  help from neighbors, he est ab­
lis hed a farm in t he vic init y  of t he 
pres ent Medford Armory. Onc e  s et ­

t led in t he Valley, he minist ered for 
anot her fort y years . 2 

Fat her Williams kept an ext ens ive 
diary t ot aling nearly s ixt een volumes . 
The original manusc ripts are hous ed 
at t he U nivers it y of Oregon arc hives 
in Eugene. Exc erpts from his April 
1860 ent ries give us a pict ure of t he 
life and t imes of t his unus ual man: 

"Sabbath 8th, Did not sleep much on 
account of fleas and bedbugs. This lack 
unfits me much for the sacred duties of 
the Sabbath. Felt better after being up 
a while. The day began to be stormy 
about 9 to 10 A.M. Thought over my 
sermon by the fire in the midst of the 
children. When it is not too cold I can 
walk out to study. A very common 
inconvenience which I recognize in this 
valley, when I wish to read my Bible is, 
there is no light scarcely in the houses, 
from the want o f  windows. When it is 
not too cold the doors are set open for 
light. At Mr. L's, and indeed at other 
places, I find a chink or hole about the 
jamb stones and hold the Bible close to 
it, and thus make out to read sometimes. 
Preached at I I  A . M .  to some ten men, 
the snowstorm prevented the women 
from coming. I spoke about the Sab­
bath, its blessings, specially the injuri­
ous e ffect o f  Sabbath desecration, as 
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being the opening door to all other 
vices, having a tendency to abrogate all 
moral distinctions, leading to infidelity, 
i ntemperance, violence, the prison and 
the grave. Had much freedom of speech 
a n d  felt  solemn. Bless this sermon, 0 
God of the Sabbath, bless all my labors 
in this valley for the sake of Thy dear 
S o n .  Ret. home by night. 3 

Father Williams died in 1 897 at age 
eighty-six. H is funeral was c onduc ted 
by fellow Presbyterian ministers at 
Jac k sonville Cemetery. 

A lt h ough Father Wil l iams 
organized the faithful, the c hurc h 
owed its existenc e  to many pioneer 
fam ilies. William H offman and 
Sam uel D. Van Dyk e  were among the 
first elec ted elders. H offman and his 
wife Caroline, helped establish the 
first "Sunday Sc hool," and he served 
as c lerk of the session for twenty­
eigh t  years. (H offman's daughter 
Julia bec ame the wife of Cornelius 
Beek man, and Father Williams mar­
ried Van Dyk e's widow Sarah after his 
first wife died of typhoid.) All o f  
these  early families were great 
benefac tors to both Williams and the 

c hu rc h . 
T he early c ongregation met in the 

Methodist- Episc opal Churc h, i n  
hom es o f  the faithful, and i n  the loc al 
sc hool for nearly twenty-five years. I n  
1 8 7 8 ,  c hurc h  trustees William H off­
man and C. C. Beek man purc hased 
a parc el 100 by 200 feet near the old 
St. Mary's Ac ademy. These donation 
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land c laim lots were originally owned 
by James Cluggage. H e  sold them for 
$250, and Beek man paid off the note 
plus ten perc ent interest within a 
year. 4 A sm all shack was c leared off 
the lot and fundraising bec ame the 
o rder of business.  W i t h  great 
enthusiasm the ladies of the c hurc h  
held strawberry, lemonade, and ic e 

c ream "soc iables."  A benefit held in 
Madame H olt's new hall in the 
U nited States H otel employed a brass 
band to help raise both funds and 
spirits. T he Presbyterian Board of 
H ome Missions donated $500. 5  

In 1 879 George H olt, a brick and 
stone mason, built the foundation, 
primarily of c ut rubble sandstone and 
brick . H olt also had built the U nited 
States H otel and the Jack son County 
Courthouse in Jack sonville. Car­
penter David Linn c ompleted the 

Moses Williams SOHS # 1 1414 

frame, c hurc h  roof, and belfry. By the 
end of July, the steeple was c omplete 
and J. L. Carter and Son were busy 
painting the exterior. 

C. C. Beek man bought a 1 , 000-
pound bell in San Franc isc o, c ast in 
1 880 by the firm of W. T. Garratt. 
Acc ording to an artic le in the Oregon 
Sentinel, "T he bell is of fine manufac ­
ture with a splendid tone - on a c lear 
morning we think the ringing of the 
bell c an be heard six or seven miles."6 
T he steeple, whic h  is eighty to eighty­
five feet high, rises approximately 
twenty feet above the bell . T he origi­
nal shingles on this tower were 

replac ed in 1963 by c ontrac tor Milton 
Wallac e. Churc h  members rec all that 
the ac tual work on the steeple was 
done by an inmate from the loc al j ail 
as he was the only "steeplejack " who 

c ould be found. "We felt very luck y 
to have him," said Renie Edens, "As 
not many men have the c onstitution 
to do that k ind of work ."7 

C.  C. Beek man, the town bank er, 
and his family c ontributed greatly to 
this c hurc h. Although there is no offi­

c ial rec ord of his c hurc h  membership, 
Beek man paid a large perc entage of 
the c osts, whic h  totaled a little over 
$6,000.00 H e  purc hased a stove and 
heater from K aspar K ubli for $1 10.00 
and assumed the last $ 1 ,694.89 of 
debt so there would be no c laim 
against the c hurc h . H e  also ordered 
shade trees planted around the 
grounds. Several lovely old maples 
still grow around the c hurc h  and one 

c an't help wondering if Beek man 
planted them. H e  also provided fire 
insuranc e  for a time.8 H is daughter, 
Carrie Beek man, enthusiastic ally pur­

c hased a new organ, ordering it from 
Vermont in January 1 880, at least a 
year before the c hurc h  was ready for 
it. 9 

Church detail SOHS # 12404 
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W
ith a little history of 
the building behind 
us, let's take a look 
at the present-day 

interior of the 'sanctuary- a tough 
climb up seventeen steep, narrow 
stairs. For many of the older members 
of the congregation, this in itself is 
almost a pilgrimage! The brass hard-

double-hung sash windows (four 
along each side of the church), have 
buff and cream center sections with 
brilliant scarlet and royal blue borders 
that form pointed arches. The win­
dows came from Italy, were shipped 
around Cape Horn, and were carried 
to Jacksonville on the backs of mules. 
The most decorative windows are dif-

vived," he said, "Especially when you 
consider how far they had to travel."IO 

As you look up from the windows, 
eight light fixtures dominate the ceil­
ing area. They are flat metallic fili­
gree, painted in gold and copper 
tones. The holders for today's light 
bulbs used to hold glass kerosene 
lamps. A case at the back of the 

In the late nineteenth century, the First Presbyterian Church sported a railing that divided the pews; presumably men sat on 
one side, women on the other. SOHS #12405 

ware o n  the outer double doors 
catches the eye as one side has a key­
hole, but  the other side only has the 
impression of a keyhole shape. The 
handles on the inner doors are made 
of b rass and porcelain and are 
mounted against leather protective 
backing plates on the doors. The lit­
tle alcove-like entry comes into the 
church right under the bell tower and 
the heavy, knotted bell cord always 
hangs t here inviting all who enter or 
leave to give a hefty pull and wake the 
Sunday sleepers. A large portrait of 
Father Williams, with his great, gray 
beard, greets you and beckons you 
into the sanctuary where you immedi­
ately notice the geometrically pat­
terned stained-glass. These eight large 
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ficult for any of the congregation to 
see as they are opposite the altar, but 
they are beautiful to contemplate 
from the altar and surely serve as an 
inspiration for those giving the 
service. 

Tim Yockey, a glass specialist from 
Ashland, knows these windows bet­
ter than anyone. The church hired 
him in 1986 to repair and restore this 
beautiful old glass, hand painted and 
stenciled. Yockey said the sealant used 
between the glass and lead was 
unusually hard, which made repairs 
difficult at best. Trying to match 
colors used in Europe more than one 
hundred years ago also presented 
quite a challenge. "I am amazed at 
how well these windows have sur-

church displays one of the original 
lamps along with part of the original 
silver communion service, old hym­
nals, pictures, and an early hand­
written sermon. 

There is no center aisle as the pews 
form one large block of seating, but 
they are divided with a wooden panel 
through the center, thought by many 
to have originally separated the men 
and women. A wainscoting of alter­
nating strips of light and dark stained 
wood surrounds the lower walls. The 
upper walls originally may have been 
plaster or wood and wallpaper, but 
today they are covered with firtex 
installed in the early 1950s. The fir­
tex was fashioned to form a cross at 
the front of the church by installers 
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Roy V. Martin and Otto Niedermeyer. 
Years later, Otto's daughter Joyce, 
contacted Jim Rautson, a Portland 
architect, to design a cross of wood 
and hammered antique copper to fit 
the firtex cross. Joyce hammered the 
copper strips into a pattern adapted 
from the windows, and local cabinet­
maker Gary Smith, completed the 
woo den part of the cross. Dedicated 
June 20, 1971 ,  the cross dominates the 
front of the sanctuary. I I Sitting below 
the cross are three very old, ornate 

ministers' chairs thought to be con­
temporary with the building. Down­
stairs, the first floor of the church 
contains a meeting hall with the origi­
nal sugar pine floors. 

In the late forties and early fifties 
church members built an addition to 
the rear of the church that provided 
a kitchen, restrooms, and classrooms. 

Sadly, no ancestors of the founders 
remain as church members today. 
Nellie Niedermeyer has held the lon­
gest church membership, j oining in 

The Jacksonville church in 1970 appears little changed from its construction 
nearly a century earlier. SOHS #12406 
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1921 . Renie Edens came to the church 
in 1946, but remembers many stories 
of church life told by her mother-in­
law, Sarah Edens, who attended from 
1926. Both recall times of church out­
houses and wood furnaces. Renie 
remembers church custodian Mattie 
Boosey, "a tiny woman who carried 
kindling to the church from her house 
on North Oregon Street."1 2 When she 
died, years later, her coffin was car­
ried into the church. This was the 
only time anyone can recall a coffin 
in the church, probably because of 
the steep stairs and difficult access. 

In 1976, about $14,000.00 was 
spent restoring the foundation, 
recovering the roof, and painting. The 
final report states that, "All projects 
ran over their original estimates 
b ecause o f  unknown problems 
associated with a building of this 
age." It goes on to mention the hours, 
building supplies, and monetary con­
tributions donated by the congrega­
tion and community. 1 3  

In the fall o f  1985 a Church 
Properties and Maintenance Commit­
tee recommended an extensive preser­
vation project. The exterior of the 
building was showing areas of peel­
ing paint, cracking and dry rot. The 
stained-glass was warping and major 
exterior renovation seemed very 
necessary to those shouldering the 
responsibility for preserving the past. 

Between 1985 and 1987, $45 ,000.00 
was raised, in part by reviving the old­
fashioned "sociables." to complete 
this project. Some of the badly 
decayed pine and fir siding was 
replaced with cedar; loose boards 
were renailed and caulked; and old 
layers of loose paint were removed. 

Much of the work was done by 
Greg Olson, a Salem carpenter 
specializing in historic building resto­
ration. Olson observed that the 
church was not expensively built, and 
probably constructed quickly. "There 
is an efficiency in design which allows 
it to appear very impressive -where 
a comparatively small amount of 
money went a long way in design ." 1 4  
From the layers of paint, Olson could 
see that the church had at times been 
white. But, he reports, congregations 
over the years seemed to prefer the 

TABLE ROCK SENTINEL 



more original colors. Local painter 
Chuck Smith restored the exterior 
using colors matched with the oldest 
layers o f  paint and with old brush 
marks discovered in the tower. Yockey 
completed the restoration by resolder­
ing and resealing the windows. 

As you leave this unique old build­
ing, you can't help being thankful for 
the countless congregation and com­
munity members who have used their 
energy, money, and talents to preserve 
this charming example of Victorian 
Gothic architecture. On your next 
visit to Jacksonville, take a few extra 
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moments to reflect and enjoy the 
beauty of this old church, called by 
some "the historic gem of southern 
Oregon. "  � .... .... l!!!. 
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