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Commentary

Several long-time county residents
as well as staff members have
labeled 1988-1989 as a year of new
beginnings. The excitement of open-
ing a new History Center and the
implementation and continued work
on our long-range plan are, I'm
sure, major factors for this positive
feeling.
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Boise Cascade’s White City operation com-
bines lumber, veneer and plywood mills. In
1976 Boise Cascade purchased the former
Olson-Lawyer Lumber Company site, which
had moved to White City from Prospect fol-
lowing the second world war.

Photo by Natalie Brown

by Roger Love

ou won’t find White City on some road maps,
but it’s there. Seven miles north of Medford,
out on an arid plain, Crater Lake Highway
splits White City in half. To the west, you’ll find
a shopping center, lumber mills, smoke stacks, log trucks
and enormous metal buildings throbbing with machin-
ery. To the east, across a sun-browned field, where one
might expect more mills, you notice instead a cluster of
homes, as if a subdivision from some nearby town had
been picked up and dropped in the middle of a desert.
Some of the houses boast well-tended gardens and two-
car garages; others offer the sight of dried-out lawns and
peeling paint. Mobile home parks checker the fringes of
the village. And near the highway, gas stations, a pizza
parlor, and convenience markets share the flat landscape
with a church or two.

While the tourist dollar help lend permanence to many
Rogue Valley communities, White City seems to remain
a place most people pass through on their way to some-
where else, perhaps to Crater Lake or to their homes in
Eagle Point or Prospect. To others, White City is where
they go to work. But to more than 5,000 people, White
City is home.

Yet why would anyone choose to live in the middle of
a desert? What possible reason could there be to locate
a community in a spot where, until the 1940s, a lone
rancher’s cabin and some outbuildings cast the only
shadows. And with all the surrounding open space avail-
able, why is White City just across the highway from the
hustle and bustle of an industrial center?

White City sits in the middle of what we call the Agate
Desert, which spans the area between Antelope Creek and
Whetstone Creek and pinches off at the foot of Lower
Table Rock at the western edge of the Rogue Valley. It
is not a true desert, but it certainly takes on that appear-
ance. The shallow, rocky soil and the lack of any natural
water source supports little more than scrubby trees, hardy
grasses, wildflowers and thistles that quickly turn brown
once the spring rains cease.
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Even before white settlers moved in, Indians living in
the Rogue Valley apparently had little use for the Agate
Desert. Even though much of southern Oregon is dry dur-
ing the summer, the scattered bands of Takelma Indians
had no problem finding lusher spots near the Rogue River
and its many tributaries. The Takelma were a hunting and
gathering people, depending on small and large game,
fish, berries, acorns and roots, little of which was found
on the Agate Desert.!

White trappers entering the valley as early as 1827 noted
the existence of Indians near the Agate Desert, but it was
not until 1852, after gold was discovered in the Rogue Val-
ley, that violent skirmishes broke out around the Table
Rocks. The Indians, believing they were being pushed off
of their lands, became more and more hostile—to the
point where the U.S. Army felt compelled to build Fort
Lane on a knoll facing the Table Rocks across the river.
And although the Table Rock Treaty was signed in 1853,
the violence continued to cost both white and Indian lives
until 1856, when the remaining Rogue Indians were
removed to a reservation in Siletz.2

But even with more and more white settlers moving into
the Rogue Valley in the last half of the 19th century, the
Agate Desert remained uninhabited. Large donation land
claims soon tied up most of the available tillable land,
including prime sites along Bear Creek and in the area
where Eagle Point would be settled. To the farmers,
though, the Agate Desert’s poor soil and lack of water
seemed a stretch of land to be endured while traveling to
other more inviting areas of the valley floor.

To farmers, though, the Agate Desert’s
poor soil and lack of water seemed a
stretch of land to be endured while
traveling other more inviting areas of
the valley floor.

It was not until 1905, when most of the Rogue Valley
was either populated or fenced off in orchards or farms,
that the Welshes, a Seattle family, gambled on the Agate
Desert, purchasing a huge piece of land encompassing
most of the desert.? Realizing that the weather in south-
ern Oregon was ideal for growing pear trees, they hired
workers to begin planting orchards. Other hopeful
orchardists purchased land from the Welshes and began
planting trees of their own. The rocky soil was too shal-
low to properly plant a tree, so holes had to be blasted
just to get the trees in the ground. Unfortunately, the
underlying hardpan prevented the water the orchardists
imported from soaking in and the trees eventually
drowned.

Their noses smelling a quick buck, several unscrupulous
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speculators sold stock in a corporation that was to plant
400 acres in pears on the Agate Desert. The unsuspect-
ing buyers, mostly living in the North Central and East-
ern states, were assured of two harvests a year due to the
rocky soil’s ability to retain heat, thus preventing frost
damage. Naturally, the trees soon died and the stock
became worthless.*

Dolph Phillips, a local orchardist, remembers:

You know, any place they had a little dirt, somebody would specu-
late on it and plant trees. Maybe they’d have to cut the oak trees
down and put the trees in, and sell it to the people back East. . . .
Where Camp White is now, the trees just died, the soil is just
gravel. . . . The investors lost all their money.’

Out in the Agate Desert, what trees did survive were
later cut down after developing blight or other diseases.
Today, the only remaining orchards are on the periphery
of the Agate Desert where the soil is better.

The Welsh family representatives finally decided the
best way to use the land was to run cattle on it. Desolate
as it was, the land was open and flat, and there certainly
was enough space to maintain thousands of head. The
only problem was how to keep the herds fed when the
sparse grass ran out.

Very Brophy, hired by the Welsh family to manage the
property, had the answer. At that time, Brophy lived in
the only residence in the Agate Desert, a house and out-
buildings where decades later White City would be
located. He hired workers to dig a ditch from Fish Lake
to some acreage near Central Point where he then was able
to grow hay to feed the thousands of cattle roaming the
desert.
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Undaunted by the opposing industry, Christine Wallace
(above) stands justifiably proud of her thriving flower gar-
den. In the six months since she moved from Shady Cove
to White City, Christine has turned a barren, brown yard
into an extravagant display of roses, gladioli, delphiniums,
lilies and sweet williams. She and her husband Kenneth
invested hours of tilling, fertilizing and landscaping to bring
forth the floral harvest. Cinematography student Dave
Azevedo (opposite) pays for his schooling through mill
work during the summer.

Dean Owens, who worked for Brophy in the 1930s and
1940s, remembers the huge, 200-foot-long stacks of hay
bales the field hands assembled where there is now a truck
shop in White City. Four or five teams of horses and
wagons constantly traversed the desert loading and
unloading the hay during harvest. These stacks would
serve through the spring to fatten up the steers Brophy
brought down each year from Canada. When the snow
melted enough up in the mountains, Owens and the rest
of the ranch hands would drive the herd over to Fort
Klamath. Even then the snow would be three feet deep,
requiring the men to forge a trail by dragging logs over
the snow behind a team of horses. The drive would take
an arduous five days.6
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f nothing else, life must have been tranquil on the
Agate Desert. That all changed in a hurry when
World War II broke out. The Army decided the
Agate Desert was an ideal training camp location,
and the men from the General Services Administration
negotiated with the Welsh family, Dean Owens and other
minor landowners to purchase more than 90,000 acres on
which to build Camp White. The sellers were promised
they would be able to purchase their land back after the
war for a reasonable price.

Almost immediately, the government hired contractors
to begin the massive building project. Carpenters, plum-
bers, electricians and other workers descended on the des-
ert, building roads, hundreds of buildings and a prisoner
of war camp, and creating utility systems. They would
hardly lose money because the government had promised
they would make $1.10 for every $1.00 expended; so when
a road was to be built that could handle tank traffic, the
result was a concrete structure three feet deep. (Years later,
county workers would, to their dismay, rediscover this fact
when they tried to dig a trench across Avenue G to put
in a water line.) A massive hospital, which today serves
as the Veteran’s Administration Domiciliary, was assem-
bled in short order.
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Camp White, named after Major General George
White, adjunct general for Oregon, was dedicated on
August 15, 1942, and quickly gained a reputation as the
“Alcatraz of Training Camps.”” The camp commander,
Major General Charles Gerhard, wanted to train his
troops so “they would have a chance to come back alive.”
Over the course of the war, more than 200,000 men swam
the Rogue River in full combat dress, took 90-mile hikes,
and hunkered down in pill boxes in the middle of tank
battles using live ammunition.

The war ended in 1945, and almost as suddenly, the
army began pulling up stakes. The guns, silent now, were
crated up to be used elsewhere. Nearly everything that was

When he looked over the expanse of
the Agate Desert and the remains of
Camp White, Jackson did not see the
past or the present; he saw the future.

not permanently installed was removed, torn down, or
moved elsewhere. When the government declared Camp
White to be surplus in 1946, even many of the buildings
came down. Some were actually moved: the camp’s gym-
nasium was hauled to the junior high school in Eagle
Point, and other structures ended up as far away as South-
ern Oregon College and the University of Oregon. By the
time the last truck left the desert, all that remained were
the roads, the utilities, some empty barracks buildings and
the hospital.

Even before the echoes died down, however, it became
apparent that the disappearance of Camp White, almost
a boomtown in its own right, had left a gaping hole in
the Rogue Valley’s economy. Medford, especially, had
become accustomed to the life-giving flow of the huge
Army payroll.

The Army, meanwhile, was busy selling the bits and
pieces of the Agate Desert back to most of the original
owners, with the major exceptions the 1,300-acre plot that
comprised the core of Camp White, and the property
where the hospital stood. Thus, the spot where today
White City and the Medford Industrial Park are located
was a dream waiting to be dreamed.

Glenn Jackson was the dreamer.

Jackson came from a family of newspaper publishers
in the Willamette Valley, a family accustomed to power.
After attending the University of Oregon, he owned
several newspapers on the the Oregon coast. Just prior
to his ventures in the Rogue Valley, he worked for
California-Oregon Power Company in Roseburg —a com-
pany for which he would later be a director. In fact, Glenn
Jackson would become one the Rogue Valley’s most
powerful men. It was Jackson, as the perennial chairman
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Glenn Jackson (above)repairs barbed wire fence on his Lake
Creek ranch, ca. 1975. Jackson’s dreams for White City
included a prosperous industrial center and model planned
community. The government’s investments of buildings and
services in Camp White (opposite) provided the springboard
for the rapid growth of White City. SOHS #7716, 5778

of the state Highway Commission, who made sure the
Interstate 5 went through the heart of Medford. It was
Glenn Jackson who was reputed to have sat on the boards
of directors of more companies than any other man in
the United States. But it was in the Air Force during World
War II where he made acquaintances that would later pay
off when he hatched the plan to create White City.
When he looked over the expanse of the Agate Desert
and the remains of Camp White, Jackson did not see the
past or the present; he saw the future. He knew that if
he played his cards properly, the Agate Desert could again
provide a great economic boost for the Rogue Valley —
maybe even more so than in the war years. What Jack-
son saw was this: a great industrial center, making use
of the flat land in the desert and the utilities the Army
had installed. He understood the value of the Southern
Pacific Railroad which ran almost next door to the site,
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stretching as it did from southern California to Seattle.
And the land certainly could not be too expensive. The
next step in Jackson’s plan was to create a built-in labor
pool in the form of Oregon’s first planned community.
Even though there were certain to be employees available
from the valley, he felt they should have a place to live
close to where they worked; in other words, in White City.
The final phase of the plan called for construction of all
the necessary amenities for a thriving community.

The question was how to acquire the land. To find the
answer, Jackson went to Washington, D.C., and looked
up some of his Air Force acquaintances. During the war,
Jackson was a colonel attached to a staff of the Air Force’s
elite power-brokers. They obviously thought well of him
because, in the end, the gears were greased and Jackson
found himself ready to buy 1,300 acres in the middle of
the Agate Desert.8 Once he was able to purchase the rights
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from the Welsh family estate, the property was his.

Glenn Jackson was not the only person interested in
developing the Agate Desert. The Hoover family had
owned land in the desert before the war and, having pur-
chased it back from the government, also set out to make
some money. In an area they once used to feed their hogs
reject pears, the Hoovers began subdividing the land into
five-acre parcels and selling it through the classified sec-
tion of the Medford Mail Tribune with an ad that read,
“S acres for sale with well. $3,000. $50 down, $30 a
month.” Over the years, they sold 7,000 acres to what
might be called the pioneers of White City. In a classic
twist on the bartering principle, the Hoovers traded plots
of land with a well-driller for wells on the remaining lots.
By not improving the lots beyond drilling wells, the
Hoovers were able to avoid putting any more money into
the land.®
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eanwhile, Jackson shifted his development
into high gear. First he gave his newborn a
name, White City, basing it on the old Camp
White. Next to be formed was White City
Realty, an umbrella company under which White City
would begin to take shape. The first industry to operate
in the industrial park, Southern Oregon Sugar Pine,
belonged to Jackson. Knowing that White City would
need rail service in order to survive, he formed the White
City Terminal Company, based on the old military rail
system. He still had to connect to the main line, though,
so he convinced Southern Pacific to run a track out to
the fledging industrial center. Southern Pacific required

White City industries
(left) provide an eco-
nomic link between
southern Oregon and
the nation. Developers
still seek to attract resi-
dents with affordable
housing (right).

that he put up $100,000 in front money, which the rail-
road would pay back at $15 a car until the money was
paid off. “They figured I would get my money back in
four or five years. Only I fooled them.” he said.!!

In order to expand the industrial park, though, Jack-
son needed more cash. The new lumber mill was doing
well, but not that well, so Jackson applied for a million-
dollar loan from the Small Business Administration. The
government representatives never knew what hit them.
They were wined and dined in fine fashion before seeing
the mill. Then, as they toured the facility, Jackson had
his men move equipment, lumber, and logs around so as
to make it appear the mill was larger and busier than it
really was. It worked. Jackson got his money, opening the
door to White City’s future (and he paid back the money
by the due date).!?

With working capital and an established mill, White
City was really open for business. By offering sewers,
streets, water and “no city taxes” to business, he drew seven
mills to the site almost immediately. Further, by promis-
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ing cheap rents and often the loan of capital to start up,
he enticed even more tenants. The $100,000 deposit that
Southern Pacific had required? Jackson earned that back
within a year.

By the early 1960s, with more than thirty companies
established in the industrial park, there was still no city
in White City, unless one were to county the mini-
community of the Veteran’s Domiciliary, which at that
time housed the only post office in the Agate Desert. Until
this time the domiciliary was White City. After the Vete-
ran’s Administration began taking it seriously in 1957, the
Dom became a community within itself; not a hospital,
but a place for troubled veterans to live. And although

civic organizations throughout the Rogue Valley volun-
teered their services there, there was never much contact
between the Dom and the people of White City.

With industry up and running, the next step in the
White City plan was to create a ready labor pool for indus-
try. So in 1961, Jackson’s White City Realty began the
development of what the company called Oregon’s first
planned community on 100 acres on the east side of High-
way 62. Named Cascade Village, the subdivision was
located within easy walking distance of the industrial
park’s mills and factories. Where there had been mostly
open fields and ready-made drag strips for Medford
teenagers, seemingly overnight the frames of houses
sprouted. By the end of 1963, fifty-seven homes had been
erected — forty-six of which had been sold, mostly due to
a massive promotion campaign which saw more than
30,000 people tour the model homes. Prices were certainly
reasonable for the time, ranging from $10,000 to $14,500.

Successful as this instant community seemed to be on
the surface, there were indications that White City, in the
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minds of the powerful, was industry, not people. This
would later come back to haunt those who chose to make
their home there. Even though the sign on Crater Lake
Highway that once announced “An area geared to indus-
try” was changed to “An area geared to progress,” the
manager of White City Realty, John Laden, made it clear
that industry still came first, that the only reason the realty
helped develop Cascade Village was to attract a labor
pool. In fact, Laden said, the realty would do its best to
avoid any situation such as incorporation that might give
residents the power to restrict industry in any way.!3

Regardless, the realty continued to develop the new
community by promoting the third step: providing serv-
ices to the new residents. The most significant of those
was the Cascade Shopping Center, one of the few shop-
ping centers in southern Oregon at that time. The grand
opening attracted 18,000 shoppers from around the Rogue
Valley in June 1963.

Photo by Roger Love

The Cascade Shopping Center opened in June
of 1963.

Suddenly, what had seemed an albatross to others,
Glenn Jackson had turned into a completed puzzle. Indus-
try was booming, people were moving into the planned
community, and businesses were opening up their doors.
By 1964, White City Realty had dedicated a new swim-
ming pool for the exclusive use of White City residents.
And as the number of residents increased, the Eagle Point
school district realized the need for a new school, which
was built in the heart of Cascade Village. There were peo-
ple with enough civic energy to start organizations such
as a women’s association, baseball teams, and Brownie
troops. Community parties at Halloween and Thanksgiv-
ing were well attended. The petition drive to create a local
post office got enough support that White City gained
its own postmark; the office was based at the hardware
store in the shopping center. There was something to be
proud about in White City; it was like a new car one
wanted to keep washed and polished.
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ut White City’s development took a left turn in

the mid-1960s when Glenn Jackson decided to

sell his interest to a Portland firm, Common-

wealth, Inc. Even though Jackson retained his
title as president of White City Realty and sat on the board
of directors of Commonwealth, it seemed that his force
had disappeared. Regardless of the fact that one goal had
always been to make money, Jackson at least had a feel-
ing for the community of White City. The same could
not be said for Commonwealth, an out-of-area company
specializing in industrial parks.

The community spirit began to change. Talk of band-
ing together and incorporating White City, even building
a town hall, faltered for lack of interest. To many people,
there was little financial motivation to incorporate; most
of the services an incorporated city could provide, such
as utilities, police and fire protection, were already avail-
able. The bottom line in most residents’ minds was money,
not civic pride.'™

It was already true that most people who are typically
comwunity leaders—the business owners and plant
managers who commanded higher salaries —never lived
in White City. They chose instead to reside in what they
considered to be more desirable locations in the Rogue
Valley. And as industry boomed and the factory workers
who did live in White City began making more money,
they, too, moved on to other locations.

Worse, support for community services waned. “Peo-
ple just didn’t want to participate,” said one former resi-
dent. The swimming pool association disbanded.

Photo by Natalie Brown

Stephanie and Elicia McFadden skateboard
their way through summer in White City.
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Photo by Roger love

White City still offers residents pool facilities.

Membership eroded in the other civic organizations. And
even though White City continued to grow in population,
its identity as a planned community continued to wane
through the 1970s. Development continued, but in a
haphazard way, with fewer houses and more mobile home
parks being established.

In 1978, a ripple of civic energy was loosed when a
group of people revived the incorporation movement,
pointing out that if White City were in fact a city, the peo-
ple would have a voice in their own and their commu-
nity’s destiny. The group ran a house-to-house campaign
and actually managed to collect enough signatures to for-
ward the proposal to the county commissioners. But fate
proved no kinder to the proponents of “local control” than
it had a decade before. The buzz word “taxes” had
attracted enough opposition that the movement finally
died, although not before an almost comic event occurred
at one of the last meetings when the sheriff’s department
was called out after a woman opposing incorporation bit
the hand of one of the proponents.!> Opponents also were
quick to point out that the movement’s leader was in fact
aresident of Medford. Once he resigned, no one ever came
forward to take over. The call for “local control” has not
been heard since.

Not that the Jackson County Commissioners would not
like to see White City incorporate. The community
remains a disproportionate drain on county services, espe-
cially in law enforcement and planning, county officials
say. However, officials are not about to force the issue,
believing that any incorporation movement should come
from the people of White City. Unfortunately, they also
realize that most of the residents of the community are
among the least able to afford an additional tax base.
White City, therefore, is grossly underserved, especially
in the areas of streets and community services.
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Some say, too, that the last decade has been most cruel
to White City. The average income of its residents is sig-
nificantly lower than the rest of the county. The popula-
tion, while ballooning toward 5,000, is made up of more
single-parent households, more transient families and
more renters than other local communities.!® The crime
rate in White City, according to the Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department, has grown to about twenty-five per-
cent of the department’s total. Half of the county’s
domestic violence calls and a high percentage of drug
offenses originate in White City, deputies say. One former
resident, now living in Eagle Point, felt squeezed out by
the noise and the crime.

But the “largest unincorporated, uninhabited city in
southern Oregon” is not without its supporters. One
retired mobile home resident stated, “I like it because it’s
inexpensive and built to stay that way!” Others, mostly
those who live on the fringes of town where the lots are
larger, say they enjoy the conveniences of a city while not
feeling hemmed in.

So, whether White City is the community Glenn Jack-
son envisioned in the 1940s is doubtful. Certainly the
Medford Industrial Park is a success, providing jobs for
thousands of Rogue Valley residents and contributing mil-
lions of dollars to the tax rolls. That is the irony of White
City: the highway that splits it in half separates the two
sides of Glenn Jackson’s dream, one side prosperous and
sure of itself, the other unsure of its direction and still
searching for an identity.
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Oregon Secretary of State Barbara Roberts (right) spoke
at the Society’s annual membership meeting (far right)
Saturday, June 25, 1988 on the grounds of the Jackson-
ville Museum. The following is a transcript of her speech
concerning the preservation of Oregon’s history.

Rememberi

Preserving Histo!

Maki
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by Barbara Roberts

he first of my family arrived in Oregon City in

1853. My great-great-grandparents on my

father’s side, James and Almeda Boggs, left

Iowa and traveled overland by ox train, burying
adaughter beside the trail but never burying their dream
of reaching Oregon. In 1854, they settled on a donation
land claim on Salt Creek in Polk County where my great-
grandmother, Anna, was born. In the year of Oregon’s
statehood, 1859, the family moved to Roseburg and, in
1873, Anna married Francis Stephens. I remember so
clearly the day I found the certificate of that marriage
in the basement of the Douglas County Courthouse. I
copied it on a modern Xerox machine and presented the
copy to my Dad as if it were a million-dollar check. And
he felt the same way!

Following their marriage, my great-grandparents then
settled in Umatilla County where my grandmother was
born in Pilot Rock in 1878. My grandmother bore ten chil-
dren, eight of whom survived, each child born behind the
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Deep ruts left by
pioneer wagons
can still be seen
on parts of the

Oregon Trail
which stretched
from Independ-

ence, Missouri to

Fort Vancouver in

Oregon.

. Independence

. Fort Kearney

. Fort Laramie

. Independence Rock
. Fort Bridger

. Fort Hall

DA WN =

The Oregon Trail

7. Fort Boise

8. Whitman Mission
9. The Dalles

0. Oregon City

1. Fort Vancouver

closed door of her bedroom, without help, assistance or
comfort. One of the youngest of her brood is my father,
born in Philomath in 1912. I was born in Corvallis in 1936
and my youngest son, Mike, my only Oregonian, was born
in McMinnville in 1958. Mark turned thirty in March and
I am hopeful, as mothers sometimes are, to one day soon
see the sixth generation of my family born in the Beaver
State.

My other set of paternal great-great-grandparents
arrived from Kansas to Forest Grove, but not until 1870,
and they and the next two generations managed to move
back and forth between Oregon and Washington so fre-
quently that I didn’t manage to actually get an Orego-
nian out of that branch of the family until my Dad was
born in 1912.

But you can see the advantage I have as a statewide Ore-
gon politician. When I’m in Eastern Oregon, I can talk
about my Pilot Rock grandmother; when I’'m in South-
ern Oregon, I can talk about my Douglas County roots,
and when I’m in my hometown of Sheridan, I can men-
tion the donation land claim on Salt Creek or my
McMinnville son. More than a 100 years span the family
history in the Polk-Yamhill County area.

And I do mention those things when I travel and speak
around Oregon but not because there might be some polit-
ical advantage but because I’m very proud of my family
history in Oregon. I'm very proud to be a fourth-
generation Oregonian and I’m also proud to link my per-
sonal history with the history of this unique and won-
derful state.

August 1988

Map courtesy of Edwin Bingham

n August of last year, my oldest son and I took a

week’s vacation to Eastern Oregon. We visited Lake

County, Harney County, Malheur and Baker Coun-

ties before crossing back home through Grant,
Crook, Wheeler, Gilliam, and Sherman Counties. We saw
lots of great open country, stopped at a number of
muceums and landmarks, took some fun back roads and
just got to know that part of Oregon a little better. But,
without a doubt, the highlight of that trip was a side trip
we took that gave us the opportunity to stand on one of
the sites of the Oregon Trail. To stand there on that hot
August afternoon, looking at the deep ruts left by wagon
after wagon following their dream, to feel the lack of
water in that summer heat, and to also sense the bitter
cold of the winter season, the weariness, the death, the
pain, the hardship. It was all around me as I knelt and
touched my fingertips to the ground where our ancestors
left their mark on the Oregon land.

It was still and hot that afternoon and a tiny breeze
moved the brown grass and weeds almost as if some-
thing — or someone —was passing. As I stood and looked
where the trail disappeared over the horizon, it was as if
those ruts had been carved in the ground only last winter
rather than by people like my great-great-grandparents —
135 years ago.

That is the heritage that each of us understands and
feels.

As an Oregonian, one of my greatest honors will always
be the opportunity I have had to serve as your Secretary
of State. The privilege Oregonians have afforded me in
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electing me as one of this state’s statewide constitutional
officeholders is one that has never been anything less than
thrilling, even after almost four years in my position.

But I must tell you that there is another special bonus
in being Secretary of State. That bonus is having the State
Archives Division as one of my responsibilities.

Our Archives Division houses Oregon’s historical
records— our “paper heritage.” We have the records of our
provisional and territorial government, the state’s consti-
tution, our legislative records, Supreme Court records,
most of our governor’s records, birth records, death
records, immigration and naturalization records, county
records, and so much more.

When I arrived in January of 1985, that historical for-
tune was housed in a fifty-year-old hops warehouse, with
no fire alarm, and the other side of the warehouse was
adiscount carpet operation. The roof leaked, there were
no protections for burglary or vandalism on any door or
window; there was a huge, antique paper pulper being
used that belched steam and heat and moisture through-
out the building; we had no inventory of our holdings,
and we were refusing new records from state agencies and
local government because we were full. We were under-
staffed, under-equipped, our collection of legislative
audio tapes was rapidly deteriorating, we had no volun-
teers and no active advocates for our program. And there
were no plans for improvement on the drawing board or
in the budget.

Today—three and one-half years later—we have just
secured the second of two federal grants, for the first time
in division history, and we will soon finish the complete
inventory of our records with those grant funds. The legis-
lature budgeted $50,000 to retape the legislative tapes that
go back to 1959. We will do half the project in this bien-
nium and the remaining work is planned for the 1989-91
budget. We have a fire alarm system, a vandalism alarm
system, and we scrapped that old pulp machine mon-
strosity!

We have a small volunteer group working in the divi-
sion and a real group of supporters who believe in preserv-
ing and sharing the historical documents in our care. We
now publish a newsletter three times a year called “Histor-
ical Perspectives” that tells our readers what’s happening
in our program. The mailing list grows with every new
edition.

We published a wonderful classroom teaching supple-
ment for Oregon high school students called “Echoes of
Oregon” that shares replicas of documents from our ter-
ritorial period. It has been very well received and we hope
to do a second version covering another period of Ore-
gon history next year. Our first version went to every high
school in Oregon without charge. I want younger Orego-
nians to understand and care about the history of our state
and its people.

The documents we used for “Echoes of Oregon” are
not about famous Oregonians but, rather, about early set-
tlers and pioneers and what their life was like in that ter-
ritorial period. I want our young people to understand
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that history is something each of us is part of, every day.
The history of a people is not just a history of prominent
figures and government leaders.

And history is not just a reflection of the things we did
right and feel pride in. It is also the record of the things
we did wrong and hope not to repeat. “Echoes of Ore-
gon” gives young Oregonians a balanced picture of the
real Oregon in territorial days.

I am excited about the work we have been able to do
to preserve and share Oregon history.

But our most exciting accomplishment of the past three
and one-half years for Archives has been our successful
effort to convince the legislature of the importance of
designing a new building to house and preserve our entire
historical collection. On March 31, 1987, the governor
signed the budget bill that contained $122,000 for the
architectural design of a state archives building. In Janu-
ary, the contract was awarded for the design, and only
two weeks ago, the site was approved by the Capitol Plan-
ning Commission.

In January of 1989, I will return to the legislature with
a building design, the cost figures, and a dream —the
dream of a wonderful new Archives Building to protect
this large part of Oregon history, to restore what we are
losing daily, as documents deteriorate in inappropriate
temperature and climate, and to have a small display gal-
lery in the new building where Oregonians of all ages can
view out past in the documents and letters and maps and
photographs now dangerously housed and somewhat hid-
den in a 1935 hops warehouse.

That’s my dream and I hope it’s one that you can share
and support.

The history of a people

is not just a history of

prominent figures and
government leaders.

We have so much that we want to share and show off
to visitors when the Archives Building is finished. Just
as your Historical Society shares your collection, we look
forward to sharing ours.

For instance — our state constitution. Our constitution
is in a lovely leather-bound book. It was found rolled and
standing in the corner of the secretary of state’s storage
room in 1880. In March of 1880, it was properly bound
for preservation and protection. It is now kept in a heavy
metal box, in a locked cabinet inside the huge safe in my
office. I imagine I am one of the few Oregonians who
have both seen and held that great document.

Last year —under careful security —we allowed our state
constitution to travel to Eugene and Jacksonville as part
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of the Oregon Historical Society’s Magna Carta display.
I hope you saw it then. In a few years, I hope thousands
of Oregonians will see it every year, just as the National
Archives in Washington, D.C. displays our U.S. Consti-
tution, the Bill of Rights, and our Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

The first time I opened that metal box and took out
the contents, holding in my hands our own constitution,
I felt somewhat as I did standing on the Oregon Trail last
summer.

A special bond —a link with the past.

And I looked at those long-ago written words that
formed the Preamble to Oregon’s Constitution, “We the
people of the State of Oregon to the end that justice be
established, order maintained, and liberty perpetuated,
do ordain this constitution.”

A special bond, a link with our past. For me, it grows
stronger every day— partly because of my job, my office
in our Capitol Building, my constitutional responsibili-
ties. I feel surrounded with history, every day. But, also,
I know more clearly every day that the accuracy with
which we record state history, the dedication we commit
to preserving state history, the resources Oregon allocates
to protecting and restoring state history are at this time,
to a large degree, resting on my shoulders.

I would not want history to record that some other pri-
ority, some stronger political issue, some sexier “press get-
ter” caused me to set aside my bond with the past, causing
Oregon’s “paper heritage” to be lost to the future.

I will continue to work hard on my responsibilities for
Elections, Audits, Corporations, the Land Board and all
my other agency duties, but my job for Oregon’s Archives
will hold a place in my heart that will reflect my special
bond with Oregon’s past.

I hope you will continue to see that bond demonstrated
in many ways.

When you visit the State Capitol, please stop and see
the original manuscript of our state song, “Oregon, My
Oregon.” I worked with Sandy Union High School in my
role as Chair of the Oregon Historical Properties Com-
mission to secure that original sheet music and to have
it put on display in the Capitol galleria.

When you received your Voters’ Pamphlets in 1986, you
hopefully noticed the historical photographs that were
used on the cover and as divider pages. They each
represented an Oregon “first.” We had such positive
response to the photos, that we are again using historical
photographs in the 1988 Voters’ Pamphlets. Most of those
photographs have been furnished by the Oregon Histori-
cal Society in Portland. But I have just talked the staff
of Southern Oregon Historical Society into sending
photos from their fine collection to use in our November
1988 Voters’ Pamphlet.

In the two Oregon Blue Books published since [ became
Secretary of State, we have had a new, beautifully writ-
ten Oregon history included, as well as a number of histor-
ical photos.

There are so many stories to tell.
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In 1985, in some old county records and papers from
Clackamas County awaiting destruction, we found a let-
ter written by Dr. John McLoughlin asking the Clackamas
County judge for permission to vote in the election of
1850. The Father of Oregon was refused that right! That
badly damaged letter is being specially protected and will
receive careful restoration work very soon.

Last year in papers from a long-ago-deceased Oregon
judge that were given to the State Library by his family,
the State Librarian found a document that was kindly and
properly returned to the State Archives. It was an origi-
nal bill passed by the Territorial Legislature that said
negroes could not live in Oregon. Everyone knew such
legislation had passed but the actual bill had disappeared
decades ago. It is almost a miracle that that infamous but
important piece of history is now back in safekeeping.
Think how easily it could have been lost forever. The docu-
ment is in beautiful condition with the hand-cut territorial
seal attached with small blue ribbons.

I hope when our new building is done that we are able
to secure more such “lost” pieces of the state’s history.
Certainly it will be very clear, then, that such documents
are safe and protected for future generations of Orego-
nians.

Sometimes, when I look up from my desk and look
around my office, or I'm conferring with the Governor,
or when I’'m introduced as Secretary of State, or when
I'm attending the national Lieutenant Governor’s confer-
ence, I stop and think about the early women who made
it possible for me to be in my position —the pioneer
women, the suffragettes, the early elected women. They
were real path breakers.

But I also think about the pioneers who walked across
this continent, pioneers like my great-great-grandparents,
who gave so much, and gave up so much that they might
reach this beautiful state where I was fortunate enough
to be born.

And it is for me a double obligation I feel, to both those
pioneers and those women path breakers, to make my time
and service as Secretary of State a record worthy of the
standard they have set. I don’t want to fall short and not
reach my goals for Oregon any more than James and
Almeda Boggs would have stopped short of their dream
to reach the end of the Oregon Trail.

I'm very proud to be an Oregonian, very proud to be
your Secretary of State, and I’'m honored to join one of
Oregon’s most respected and successful Historical Socie-
ties as your annual meeting speaker. Thank you for let-
ting me share this special evening.

Barbara Roberts served two terms in Oregon as a state
representative and in 1983 was the first woman majority
leader of the House of Representatives. In 1984 she was
elected secretary of state.
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Visitors on the next Society bus tour may have the chance to view such wonders
as this 80,000-year-old mammoth column. SOHS #2453

Bus Tour to be an Overnight Success

The last Society bus tour of the
1988 summer season will be an over-
night trip to the Oregon Caves
National Monument on Thursday
and Friday, September 8-9. Discov-
ered by pioneer Elijah Davidson while
hunting in the autumn of 1874, the
cave’s long corridors tell a story cover-
ing 200 million years of geological
history.

Buses will leave the parking lot
behind the Jacksonville Museum at
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10:00 a.m. Lunch will be in Cave
Junction at the Junction Inn.

Arriving at the Oregon Caves
around 1:30 p.m., participants may
explore the caves on a 75-minute
guided tour. Approximately 6/10 of
a mile in length, the tour climbs a ver-
tical distance of 218 feet and includes
550 stairs. Walking shoes with non-
skid soles and jackets are necessary
in the passageways which may be slip-
pery, damp and cool.

Overnight accommodations and
dinner will be at the Chateau, a lodge
located near the entrance of the cave.
After the evening meal, a program on
the history of the national monument
will be presented to the group.

Friday morning is set aside for time
to discover the plant and animal life
on some of the many trails within the
park or a leisurely breakfast. The
return trip will begin at noon with a
scheduled arrival in Jacksonville
around 2:00 p.m.

The cost of the trip for members
is $48.25 per person for double
occupancy, $68.75 for single
occupancy which includes lodging
and transportation. Meals are extra.
Reservations and payment are
required and must be made no later
than 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 24.
Cancellations after this date are non-
refundable. A minimum number of
30 is necessary for the trip to take
place. For information, contact Susan
Cox, membership coordinator, at
(503) 899-1847.

Society Offers
Grants Assistance

Each year the Society sets aside
monies for its Grants-in-Aid Program
to help local non-profit organizations
preserve, interpret, and promote his-
tory in southwestern Oregon. In
FY88/89, $30,000 is available to help
support history-related activities and
projects throughout Jackson County.

To be eligible for funding, a pro-
ject must be accessible to the public
in its final form and be non-
commercial in nature. The applicant
must be established as a non-profit
organization prior to making appli-
cation under the Grants-in-Aid
Program.

Additional information and appli-
cation forms are available by contact-
ing the Society’s administrative
offices at (503) 899-1847. Completed
applications must be postmarked no
later than October 1, 1988. Grants
will be awarded shortly after January
1, 1989.
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Stacey Williams demonstrates hand plowing at The Willows during Farm Days,
proving once again that a woman’s work is never done.

Farm Day Brings Out Crowds

Bus after bus transported 427 “time
travelers” from Jacksonville to The
Willows on Sunday, July 17 to cele-
brate the Society’s fifth annual “Farm
Day.” Visitors to this historic farm
toured the house and grounds, view-
ing demonstrations of mule and horse
plowing, blacksmithing, soapmaking,
butter churning and other nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century farming
techniques.
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The Rogue Valley Live Steamers
returned again this year to operate the
1911 Case steam-powered tractor —
surely a highlight of the afternoon for
many farm and ranch veterans! And
the afternoon heat did not seem to
reduce the enthusiasm of the crowds
as they tapped their feet (and occa-
sionally swung their partners) to
traditional tunes performed by the

Photo by Natalie Brown

local chapter of the Oregon Old-Time
Fiddlers.

Ticket stubs indicated that 281
individuals took advantage of the
guided tours of the Hanley home, just
missing the record of 284 set the
previous year for the greatest number
to tour the house in a single day.

Tours will be offered again Satur-
day and Sunday, August 20—21, 1-5
p.m., which will be the final weekend
The Willows will be open for the 1988
season. Members are invited to take
advantage of this opportunity to see
one of the most significant historic
sites in southern Oregon!

Board Adopts Revised
Membership Program

Following considerable rework by
the Development Committee and
incorporating much input from the
general membership, Sentinel reader-
ship, and staff, the Board of Trustees
adopted a revised membership
benefits program and dues structure
at its meeting July 26th.

The new dues structure (see accom-
panying chart) takes into considera-
tion comments from Sentinel readers,
especially those regarding the Senior
(age 65 & over) category and the
importance of the Sentinel subscrip-
tion. Instead of the proposed $8 per
year increase, the Trustees adopted a
$5 per year increase for Senior mem-
bers, so the dues go from $12 to $17
per year. The other most often men-
tioned benefit was the annual calen-
dar. While the recommendation did
include the calendar as a benefit of
the Applegate Club ($100 to $249
dues) and above, it was pointed out
that with the 15% membership dis-
count, the calendar could actually
cost less than $3, depending upon the
actual cost of each year’s edition.

The new dues structure and
categorization begins September 1st,
however, it will not take effect until
your renewal date. Therefore, if you
just recently renewed, you will not pay
any additional dues until your next
renewal date. Due to the elimination
of the Family/membership category,
all former Family members will now
be Active members. Since there was
no real change in the benefits of
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Revised Membership Benefits

& Dues Structure

LEVELS OF SUPPORT

Senior (Age 65 & Over) $17

e Bimonthly Sentinel & newsletter

e Vote for Society Trustees

e Attend annual meeting

e 20% discount on Oregon
Historial Society membership

e 15% discount in gift shop, plus
purchases of historic photo
reprints, Society publications,
and annual calendar

e Invitation to special events

e Reduced admission to events and
activities

e Discount on bus trips

Active $30-49
SAME as above

Patron’s Club $50-99

SAME as above PLUS

e One free historic photo reprint

e Special members-only workshops

e 15% discount on research assistance in research
library

Applegate Club $100-249

SAME as above PLUS

e One free annual calendar

e Additional 10%o discount on Society book purchases
incl. gift shop, annual calendar, historic photo reprints,
and publications

Siskiyou Club $250-499

SAME as above PLUS

¢ Public recognition in history center
e Membership wall plaque

e “Behind-the-scenes” tour

Peter Britt Club $500-999

SAME as above- PLUS

e Two free admissions to all events

e [nvitation to exclusive special events

President’s Club $1,000 and above
SAME as above PLUS

¢ [nvitation to President’s Dinner
e One free U. S. Hotel room rental
e Free Society bus trip for two

See below for additional categories
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membership in that category, families
are still welcome to attend all facili-
ties, activities and events. Simply use
your old membership card until it
expires. The former Individual and
Contributor member categories will
also be considered Active members
under the new program. We will not
have any special mailing to all mem-
bers on the new structure because
everyone will receive all necessary
information in the renewal notice.

Finally, the intention of the Board
and the Committee which worked
and reworked the program was and is
to provide the most attractive mem-
bership package to the largest num-
ber of people possible. We know that
in order to grow, some things have to
change; and any time things are
changed there is the possibility that
someone, somewhere might not fully
agree with those changes. The Board
believes that the adopted changes will
be attractive to prospective new mem-
bers and renewing members and help
form a solid financial basis for the
Society’s future. If you have any ques-
tions or further comments, please
don’t hesitate to write to the Board or
staff at any time.

Additional Membership
Categories

Additional categories include Jun-
jor Historian, which has dues of $5
per year and benefits include: Junior
Historian badge, for admission to
events; the Junior Historian 7é//-A-
Gram, and invitations to special
events.

The new business membership cat-
egories include: Business Contribu-
tor, with dues from $100 to $499, and
has the same benefits as the Siskiyou
Club; and the Business Benefactor
category, with dues of $500 and over,
with the same benefits as the Presi-
dent’s Club, except for up to Sentinel
subscriptions instead of the free bus
trips.

There are also three categories for
nonprofit organizations to join the
Society based upon budget: Budgets
from $1 to $49,999 pay dues of $30;
budgets from $50,000 to $499,999 pay
$50; and nonprofits with budgets
above $500,000 pay $100.
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Pottery Exhibit Scheduled

The Society has planned the opening
of a new exhibit, “Hannah Pottery,”
for October 8, 1988, in the Jackson-
ville Museum. Since last summer, a
regional search for additional Han-
nah wares has identified approxi-
mately thirty pots in the Society’s and
private collections as products of the
nineteenth-century pottery near
Shady Cove.

These sturdy utilitarian crocks,
jugs, churns, bowls, and irrigation
pipe may lie in unused corners around
southern Oregon. It’s not too late to
find out if that ceramic pot on the
shelf at home is a “Hannah” or not.
For assistance with identification or
more information, contact Jim
Robinson, 535-4281; Nancy Ingram,
535-1416, both members of Clayfolk,
a local organization of potters; or
Coordinator of Exhibits Jime
Matoush, (503) 899-1847.

A Living Memorial

Last month several families made
living memorial contributions to the
Southern Oregon Historical Society
to commemorate family members
who recently passed away. The Soci-
ety wishes to extend its sincere grati-
tude to the family and friends of Fred
Middlebusher, George and Annie
Burg, and Docia Stokes for their
generous and thoughtful gifts to the
Society.

Mr. Middlebusher’s gift came from
the E. Homer Edgecombs in Red-
ding, California, because of an arti-
cle that appeared in the November
1987 issue of the Sentinel including
a photograph of Fred Middlebusher
in the story on “The Game Warden
and the Poacher.”

The gift in memory of the Burgs
came from their nephew Charles
Fosterling of Portland because his
aunt and uncle had lived in Jackson
County most of their lives.

The memorial to Docia Stokes
came from a distant relative in far off
East Bloomfield, New York, and was
accompanied by a most interesting
letter on this fascinating pioneer
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woman who died at the age of 104 in
Portland last spring.

Ms. Elle’s grandmother was a
southern Oregonian born in Med-
ford, and she fondly recalls visiting
her great-grandmother in Medford
when she was but a small child. She
still claims Oregon as her home even
though she lives in New York.

Contributions and outright
bequests of this type are lasting
benefits to the Society in its pursuit
of the goals to preserve, promote and
interpret the rich history of this region
to all citizens. With the recent
changes in the tax laws, you may wish
to consider a living memorial gift or
bequest to the Society in your will. In
that manner you may help unlock the
door of history to the future for
generations to come.

History Center Update

Ronald Slusarenko, principal, and
Rick Heiserman, representing the W.
E. Group architectural and planning
firm from Portland, presented revised
plans for the History Center to the
Board at its meeting July 12th.

Following significant input from
the Society’s Development Commit-
tee and staff, the Board authorized
the architects to prepare construction
bid documents for Phase I of the pro-
ject. Current plans call for bidding
the project in September with a six-
month construction period to begin
in October. The plans will allow the
Society to open this new facility, with
a minimum of extra interior remodel-
ing, for the amount currently in the
building fund. The Society will
undertake Phase II of the project as
development funding is secured.

The Society really owes a debt of
gratitude to members of the Roxy
Ann Gem and Mineral Society, who
operate the Crater Rock Museum in
Central Point, for helping remove
shelving and miscellaneous building
materials from the interior of the
building. The volunteer crews worked
tirelessly for many long hours saving
building materials of all types for
reuse in their museum and storage
area. These dedicated senior citizens
literally saved the Society several
thousand dollars in demolition costs.

Society Officers Elected,
New Board Members
Announced

Dr. Carl Shaff, superintendent of
the Rogue River School District, was
elected president of the Southern Ore-
gon Historical Society for the
1988/89 Society year by the Board of
Trustees at its meeting July 12th in the
Jackson County E.S.D. offices,
Medford.

Dr. Shaff is in his second year on
the Board and has been an active par-
ticipant in determining the policy
direction for the Society.

Joining Dr. Shaff as officers for
1988/89 are: Donald McLaughlin,
immediate past president from Med-
ford who was elected 1st vice presi-
dent and will remain on the Board’s
Executive Committee; Dan Hull, sec-
ond year Board member from Jack-
sonville, elected 2nd vice president;
Mary Foster, also in her second year
on the Board and from Medford,
elected secretary; and William Bagley,
re-elected to a second three-year term
on the Board in June also re-elected
for a seoncd term as treasurer.

Two long-standing, hard-working
contributing members went off the
Board in June. Vicki Bryden, Med-
ford, and Laurel Prairie-Kuntz, also
Medford, had completed two full
three-year terms on the Board.

Mark Wolfe, recently elected to a
three-year term, resigned to attend a
museum studies graduate program in
Vermont. Mark was replaced by
Thomas Parks, Jacksonville, by
appointment at the July 12th
meeting.

Tom Parks is a Jacksonville attor-
ney and former mayor of the city. He
has been a teacher, computer
programmer, and forklift driver, not
necessarily in that order. He received
his bachelor’s degree from Stanford
University, a masters degree from the
University of Illinois, and his law
degree from Duke University. Tom
has been very active in community
affairs including serving as president
of the Cascade Community Hospital
Community Board and working with
the Britt Festivals.
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The Society’s
newest exhibit, Making Tracks: The
Impact of Railroading in the Rogue
Valley at the Jacksonville Museum
traces the coming and going of the
railroad, how it changed people’s lives
and the valley economy, its local role
in the nation’s battles overseas, and
the introduction of the railroad
worker as an important part of the
valley’s communities. Admission is
free. Hours listed below.

Home
Entertainment: 1852-1988 exhibit
that looks at the variety of pastime
activities that families and individuals
have pursued during their leisure
hours at home. Chappell-Swedenburg
House Museum. Free.

The Southern Oregon
Historical Society Board of Trustees
will hold its monthly meeting in the
Education Service District building,
101 N. Grape, Medford, at 7:30 p.m.
Members and the general public are
invited.
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Piece by Piece:
This children’s workshop will intro-
duce and explore the art, history, and
traditions of quilt making. Both old
and contemporary examples will be
available for study. During the two
days, participants, age 9-14, will piece
and quilt their own block for a pil-
low cover or pot holder. Pre-
registration is required and limited to
15. A fee of $5.50 ($4.50 for mem-
bers) covers the cost of materials. Call
(503) 889-1847, ext. 227.

Southern Oregon
Historical Society Research Library
will be closed to the public.

Final Opening Day
for the Beekman House.

Harvest Festival: An
afternoon of traditional craft demon-
strations and activities at the Beek-
man House.

Opening of the Hannah Pottery
Exhibit At the Jacksonville Museum.
(See “Society Update” inside for more
information.)

HISTORICAL
OREGON gaag SOCIETY

PO. Box 480, Jacksonville, Oregon 97530-0480

The

Table Rock Sentinel
is the monthly
magazine of the
Southern Oregon
Historical Society

All offices and department of the
Southern Oregon Historical Society, except
the Chappell-Swedenburg House Museum,
may be reached by calling (503) 899-1847.

he Chappell-Swedenburg House
useum’s telephone number is (503)
488-1341.

Jacksonville Museum, P.O. Box 480, 206
North Sth Street, Jacksonville, OR 97530.
Open Mon.-Sun., 10 am.-5 p.m.

Research Library in the Jacksonville
Museum, P.O. Box 480, 206 North Sth
Street, Jacksonville, OR 97530. Open
Mon.-Sun., 1-5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Children’s Museum, P.O. Box 480, 206
North Sth Street, Jacksonville, OR 997530.
Open Mon.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Chappell-Swedenburg House Museum,
990 Siskiyou Boulevard, Ashland, OR
979520. Open Tues.-Sat., 1-5 p.m.

Administration Offices, Armstrong House,
375 East California Street, Jacksonville,
OR 97530. Open Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Concert: Bob Bovee,
a musician from St. Paul, Minnesota,
will perform a variety of traditional
railroad tunes at the U. S. Hotel in
conjunction with the exhibit “Making
Tracks: The Impact of Railroading in
the Rogue Valley” on display at the
Jacksonville Museum.
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Commentary

“The magazine of the Southern
Oregon Historical Society,” a high
sounding statement, but one which
aptly describes the Table Rock Sen-
tinel.

With this issue, the Sentinel enters
a new phase of its life. Information
on Society and membership activi-
ties and history news from through-
out Southern Oregon will be carried
in the Society bimonthly newsletter debuting in October. The Sen-
tinel will expand its coverage of articles and other features on the
many aspects of our region’s rich and varied cultural history.

There are innumerable avenues to take in fulfilling the Society’s
threefold mission to preserve, promote, and interpret the history of
Jackson County and Southern Oregon: exhibits, interpretive pro-
grams, tours of historic districts, historic building restoration,
archaeological digs, living history, etc. But history has proven the
enduring value of the written word. Every time a reader picks up an
issue of the Table Rock Sentinel, they will have the opportunity to
take a personal glimpse through the window of time into the heart
and soul of our past. It is a past lived by people as real as you and
I; where truth is sometimes indeed stranger than fiction.

The Sentinel will continue to present feature articles, including
topics that are headlines in today’s news such as the Hotel Medford
and its destruction in the fire of August 8, 1988. The Sentinel will
carry articles from a wider circle of authors throughout the region
and state—articles which are scholarly, make a distinct contribution
to the history of Southern Oregon, yet are still written in an easy to
read and enjoyable style. You will also see new features and surprises
in the coming issues we think you will find of great interest.

The Table Rock Sentinel, the magazine of the Southern Oregon
Historical Society, enters a new phase with this issue. However, its
commitment to providing a better understanding of the region’s his-
tory remains as strong today as it did when the concept of a Society
periodical magazine was first introduced. We hope you enjoy the
Sentinel and welcome your comments and letters

%@?/T%
Samuel J. Wegner
Executive Director
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2 Purple Harvest: Huckleberry Fields and History
by William B. Powell

Southern Oregon’s bountiful berries have lured area pickers to the
mountains for generations. Residents recall past berry camps where
families and fellowship were as memorable as the harvest.

10 Pioneer Pottery:

Wares for Southern Oregon Homesteaders
by Jim Robinson, Nancy Ingram and Sue Waldron

Former Shady Cove potters Joseph and Josiah Hannah produced
crocks, jugs and other household ceramics for Rogue Valley residents.
To produce these sturdy pots, they faced unforgiving local clays and
the challenge of processing natural salt.

18 Hotel Medford: Echoes of Grandeur by Michael E. Oliver

Although a recent fire destroyed this Medford landmark, its illustrious
past remains a vital part of Rogue Valley history.

22 From the Collections 23 Letters
Calendar of Events (inside back cover)

cover: Former publisher/editor of the
Ashland Daily Tidings not only peeled
potatoes but also participated in the set-
tlers’ discovery of Crater Lake. SOHS
#496.

back cover: An unidentified cook
serves donuts on a river expedition.
SOHS #12041




