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T B E  T A B  L E R O C K  � E N T I N E L  
NEWstmER OF lHE SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAl SOCIETY 

PUliLlSHED MOirrHLY FOR MEMBERS OF THE socllirv 

, ' C(b 0Ilflei fJ" �he dapper young man on the c over He had a modest vineyard from 
is Vivian Beach , a descendent which he made f ine wines and vine-
of J . N . T .  Miller who came to gar . Across the road was a won-

Oregon in 1845 . Many will remember derful orchard o f  mixed fruit s , 
' Viv '  as a j eweler with Larry Schade o f  about ten or twelve acres , Ivhich 
in Medford b efore he opened his own was surrounded by fields o f  s ixty 
shop in Jacksonville . or more acres for producing hay 

The Beach family has recently b een crops for wint er feed for the stock. 
recognized as the donors of the f lag- Early after Mr . Mil ler acquired 
stones used in the d�corative and these properties , he donated to 
prac t ical walls and walkways which Jacksonville a tract of 32 acres' 
grace the Britt grounds and the s tones nicely located on the b row of the 
which were used in the reconstruct ion hill , j ust wes t  of and adj o ining the 
of the Jacksonville City Hall . Over city , to be used as a c emetery , and 
$6 0 , 000  worth o f  s tone--100 tons-- it b ecame the pioneer c emetery o f  
was g iven i n  memory of V . J  . Beach and the valley and the res ting place 
his wife ,  S t ella W .  Beach , long t ime for many of these hero ic soul s . 
residents o f  southern Oregon . The rock , which has b een used here 

On the occas ion of a ceremony , held to  decorate and commemorate these 
in the Britt grounds , Joe Beach , in grounds was quarried from that hill 
speaking for himself and his brother s ide , wooded t ract , west of the 
Robert , made the following statement.  residence . 

Jackson County Commiss ioners , Mem- I feel very proud , and I am sure 
bers of the Peter Britt Fes tival the other members o f  Bob ' s  and my 
Association and friends , family share this f eeling , o f  the 

We are gathered to dedicate s ome opportunity to pass along a portion 
rocks that b ecame a part of the p rop- of this heritage and t radition to 
erty o f  my great grandparents 130  the Britt Fest ival Assoc iation , the 
years ago . city of Jacksonville , and all o f  

JNT and Betsy Ann Miller took up the people who come f rom near a'nd 
a Donat ion Land Claim j ust north o f  far t o  see and enj oy the wonderful 
and adj o ining Jacksonville in 1854 . activities that take place here . 
The move to southern Oregon was f rom I wish my parents ,  whom we are 
Sauvies Island where Robert Mil ler , honoring with this plaque , could b e  
JNT ' s  father , had settled his f amily here to share this moment with us . 
after their move from Iowa in 1845 . It was Dad ' s  home town too ,o f which 

It is said , in the records o f  the he was very proud . 
Jacksonville Museum Library , that 
JNT and Betsy had a wonderful large 
farm , with an attractive and comfort­
ab le home . in an elevated location 
facing east and overlooking much o f  
his farm . His farm buildings were 
ample and kept good condition . 

I would like to c lose with this 
thought . These were not j ust "or­
dinary rocks . "  They were special ; 
full of history o f  the past and 
promise of the future . 

November 
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This portrait o f  Colonel William Green T ' Vault 
was recently discovered , quite by accident , by 
Linda Wiesen , assistant librarian , while she 
was searching through a collection of unidenti­
fied photographs . This is the first time it has 
appeared in over 100 years . 

THE E D 
OF 'I'UE 
ULT LI 

W illiam Green T ' Vault and Rhoda 
Boone Burns* T ' Vault had f ive 
children ; two of them d id not 

survive infancy , a son , George Lysurgis , 
died at the age o f  seventeen , and a 
daughter , st . Marion , "Sainty , "  d j ed 
not long aft er her father . Her death 
occurred while she was living in Port-

*Rhoda T ' Vault had n o t  only descended from the 
family of Daniel Boone , she also claimed to b e  
a direct descendent o f  Robert Burns , the poet . 
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land , and she was not , as was William 
T ' Vault , a vic t im o f  smallpox . Rhoda 
T ' Vault lived to become a sanctified p io­
neer widow , venerated by her admiring 
friends and f amily--or so it was reported . 
Had she been a waspish tyrant who scolded 
her neighbors and brooked no foolishnes s 
from her family , the truth would not have 
appeared in her obituary . Visualizing her 
as wise and gentle in her counsel and con­
duct is a little more gracious and she 
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had no doub t b een trained to bow to the 
tyranny of her f amous--or infamous--hus­
band . She d ied in 1886 , seventeen years 
af ter Colonel T ' Vault had made his last 
one-way trip up the hill . Elizabeth , 
the oldest daughter , thus was left to  
carry on the worthy name and preserve 
the l ess than glit tering family tradi­
tions of Colonel William Green Harrison 
T ' Vault . 

She was a young thing of thirt een when 
she c rossed the p lains to Fort Boise and 
with her f amily f ollowed S tephen Meek 
along the disastrous Meek Cuto f f  to ar­
rive in Oregon C ity a month and a half 
behind those who took the slow rout e . 
Somewhere along the trail she learned to 
speak the Chinook Indian tongue b ecause 
she was ab le to  s erve as interpreter 
during the peace talks between the Rogues 
and the settlers in 18 5 3 . Her descend­
ents c laimed that she had b een kidnapped 
by Indians , had lived for awhile with 

Thomas CI. Kenney 
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them and had eventually escaped . The 
s tory is probab ly f ic tion because there 
are no other reports of her abduc t ion . 
Learning Chinook presented no great chal­
lenge ; various settlers spoke it f luent ly , 
and Elizab eth T ' Vault had many opportuni­
ties to communicate with the Indians . No 
doub t she was chosen to act as int er­
preter b ecause of her father ' s  long 
friendship with General Lane , the man who 
of fered the peace t erms to the Takelmas 
on the s lopes of Tab le Rock . 

She mus t  have completed her educat ion 
in Oregon City b ecause she was twenty 
when her family settled in the Dardanelles . 
Af ter their move to Jacksonvill e ,  Eliza­
beth married Daniel Moe Kenney in 1855 . 
It was a good marriage ; he was a native 
of Louis iana , a lawyer and a pioneer of 
184 9 . Unfortunately he died in 186 0 ,  
five years after the marriage ,  leaving 
his young wife with two little boys and 
a baby girl to raise . 

Rose U�riah Kenney 
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The older boy , Thomas Jos eph , was 
born in 18 56 ; a second son , Wil liam 
Green , was a year younger , and the 
daughter , Rhoda A . , was born in 185 9 . 
How Elizabeth T ' Vault Kenney supported 
her young ones has not been disclosed . 
Perhaps William T ' Vault lef t her and her 
mother well supplied with property and 
cash . He was certainly a succes s ful 
lawyer although his newspapers failed 
to make much money . Elizabeth was 
greatly respec ted in Jacksonville as a 
wise and loving mother . Fletcher Linn , 
the Jacksonville historian , c alled her 
Mother Kenney and compared her to  the 
Sister Kenney who was famous for her 
polio therapy . 

The children attended the Jackson­
ville school -- the f irst wooden two 
story school house on Bingham ' s  Knoll . 
After graduation , Thomas J .  opened a 
hardware s tore and became a saddler and 
harnes s maker . He was also an insurance 
agent . In 1878  he married Ros a  Ulrich , 
a seamstres s .  They had six children . 
Three o f  them , Eva , Katie and Daniel Moe ,  
died while they were still children . 
Emma , Chri s tian and Frances grew to 
maturity and married . 

William Green , Elizabeth ' s  second son , 
was a common laborer , a stagecoach 
driver and a man who did odd j ob s  about 
town when the f ancy struck him . When 
he was 2 7  years old , he married Mol lie 
Snider , but the marriage was an unhappy 
one and soon ended in divorce . There 
were no children . 

Rhoda A .  married C .  D .  Cardwell who 
owned a great expanse of acerage out o f  
town i n  the area which i s  now occupied 
by the Heuners family . 

C hrist ian Kenney , born in Jackson­
ville in 1883 . married Anna Irene 
Lyden in 1907 . Her father , John 

Lyden , from Michigan , brought the 
property at the corner of Oregon and 
California where the Lyden House s tood . 
In 1903  he was j oined by his family : 
his wif e ,  Mary Foster Lyden and his two 
daughters , Helen and Anna . Helen b ecame 
Mrs .  J .  B .  Abernathy and moved to Detroit , 
Michigan . Anna , her sister , returned 
to the east with her . Chris Kenney , who 
had b een keeping company with her ,  and 
was certain he could not live without 
the "rose of his life , "  soon went to 
Detroit and c ap tured his prize . The 
Southern Oregonian announced : 
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C H R I S  J .  K E N N E Y  W ED S  

M I S S LYD E N  I N  T H E  EAS T 
Married--In Detroit , Mich . , Septemb er 

26 , at the home of the bride ' s  sister , 
Mrs . J . B .  Abernathy , Chris J .  Kenney , 
son o f  T . J .  Kenney , the merchant o f  Jack­
sonville , and Mis s  Nan Lyden , daughter of 
John Lyden . The couple are expected home 
soon to take up their residence on Fifth 
s treet . 

People may have thought the marriage came 
a little prec ipitous ly , only six months 
af ter her mother ' s  death , but John Lycl.en 
had discovered that operat ing a hotel 
and restaurant was not a continual round 
of pleasure , and he probab ly encouraged 
the union so the dutiful Nan could return 
to Jacksonville and take over the manage-· 
ment of the Lyden House . 

Jacksonville citizen who was a lit­
tle girl when the Lyden House was 
s till in operation , vividly recalls 

John Lyden ' s  visit s to her parent s '  con­
fectionary store for his daily glass o f  
Whistle . She remembers he was conserva­
tive to a fault . After polishing o f f  
the orange drink , h e  carefully licked 
each end of the s traw and politely 
put it back in the container with the 
others . The soda c lerk had to be on his 
toes to retrieve the used straw before 
the next customer came in . 

The Lyden House was certainly not the 
most elegant and s anitary boardinghouse 
in southern Oregon , but it had its d ay .  
There were eleven bedrooms , each with a 
window , and each furnished with a wash 
stand , a pitcher of water and wash bowl 
for the more fast idious customers . Each 
room contained a porcelain commode and 
a towel rack . During the last years o f  
its operat ion , when rooms rented for 3 5  
cents a night , the transients and pros­
pectors who s tayed there were given a 
complimentary can o f  "Buhac , "  a flea 
powder , to  discourage unwanted bed-mates . 

Meals at the Hoo ligan Restaurant were 
served family s tyle for 65 cents each , 
although special delicacies might be 
ordered in season . As well as a b oard­
ing house , the restaurant also offered 
a supply of second hand and new items 
such as pots and pans , frying pans can­
teens and other t inware in demand by 
the miners . 

John Lyden died in the early thirties 
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The photograph above of the Lyden House must have b een taken in its palmiest days . 
The" presence of the ladies indicate that at the time it was still considered 

respectable . J. C .  Whip , the dealer in granite monuments , had a display store in 
the back of the building, but it is not visible in this picture . There is a 

fragment showing of a banner of Welcome stretched across California street so 
the picture was taken to commemorate a town celebration of some kind . 

but the building remained s tanding until 
196 2 when it was laid to rest by a con­
siderate wrecking crew .  

Chris remained in southern Oregon mos t  
of h i s  lif e . Among other occupations h e  
worked in h i s  father ' s  hardware , operated 
several second-hand stores , clerked at 
Montgomery Ward , was a bookkeeper and 
assisted his wife Nan in many of her real 
estate transactions . Having little for­
mal educat ion , she was nonetheless a 
shrewd investor and bought and sold 
several houses and building plots through­
out the city and invested in extens ive 
acerage in the rurual areas . 

They had two children , Donald and Fosma , 
both o f  whom received their elementary 
education in Jacksonville . Don first 
married Millie Witter and as his second 
wif e took Peggy Prock . There was one 
"adopted" son , Bobby -- no doub t  s ir ed 
by Donald -- who was raised principally 
by Chris and Nan . Fosma attended uni­
versity and became a t eacher . She taught 
in the Yukon territory and married Mr . J .  
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Sidney Rood o f  Alaska . The Roods pros­
pered but there were no children . 

Chris Kenny had a sense of history . He 
was keenly aware of his lineage and o f  
the signif ic ance of Jacksonville in the 
history of the wes t . While his contem­
poraries showed litt le interest in yester­
day , he made an effort to preserve the 
stories and incidents o f  his lifetime . 
Some o f  his manuscrip ts have b een donated 
to the historical society and they tell 
day to day events . He recorded memories 
rather than history , but his notes re­
veal cons iderable local color and charac­
terize some of the people featured in 
earlier is sues o f  the TabZe Rock SentineZ .  
Much has b een cut , but nothing has been 
added and the spelling , for the mos t  part , 
has not b een changed . 

he pictures o f  Nan reproduced in 
this s tory show a comely young lady 
with some style and refinement . 

These characteristics didn ' t go far be­
neath the surfac e .  Nan Kenny was uncon-
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cerned with fripperies such as f ounda­
t ion garments and garters . In later 
life she gained considerab le weight , 
paid little at tention to t ailoring and 
allowed her hos iery to s ag around her 
ankles . For comfort she usually shuf-

fled around in a pair of Chris ' well­
worn shoes . She was , however , a good 
cook , and Chris was so deeply in love with 
her , he never realized she had changed 
from the slender , stylish young lady he 
had married so many years before . 

MEMOIR OF CDRI E EY 
Born 188 3 ,  corner Elm and Third s treets 

written in 1 9 6 6  

i e t  Shut z was vis ited reasonably 
o f t en by me at the Brewery which 
was torn down and should not have 

been . It was one o f  the buildings that 
could have been roofed and have fit ted 
in with many old buildings to  have been 
visited by many toures ts who come every 
year t o  visit old Jacksonville . My mis sion 
to the b rewery was to get hop yeast for 
my mother , Rosa Ulrich Kenney , to  make 
bread with . The vessel I had to procure 
it was a plain tin bucket with a lid ho ld­
ing ab out a quart . Veit was a small 
short man with a handlebar mus tache . The 
location o f  the brewery was j us t  wes t  of 
1st s t reet on the south s ide o f  California 
s treet across f rom Charley Shulse home . 

The Charley Shulse House is s till stand­
ing on property bought from Anna L .  
Kenney and Chris J . Kenney . My late 

wife Anna the rose of my life was taken 
from me the 18th of October 19 6 5 . 

The s teep roofed house that adj oined 
= the Brewery property was formerly 

owned by E .  C .  Brooks who had an apothe­
cary shop in the Masonic building on Cali-
fornia s treet . Mr . Brooks was a small man 
and nearly always had a carnation in his 
mouth . He also owned a gray s tallion ,  kept 
in a barn adj o ining City Hall , and led 
the prancing animal to the water trough 
at the pub lic well on the corner of Oregon 
and California s treets to drink . He was 
full o f  lif� , naturally being so as he 
made no services , and one day he grabbed 
Mr . Brooks by the arm and lifted him o f f  
the ground f o r  a couple o f  feet . The old 
gent soon made disposal o f  the critter . 

J eremiah (Jerry ) Nunan , grandfather 
o f  Donald Russel , President of the 
S outhern Pacific Raidroad f irst lived 

in the house at the corner of Oregon and 
C streets (across from the P lymale house) . 
Charles Nickell ,  Editor o f  the Democratic 
Times o f  Jacksonville occupied his build-
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ing on the north side of C S treet , corner 
of Third and C .  It was known as the Times 
o f f ice , a 2 s tory building with an open 
stairway on the west side . In the 1930s 
it was mined under and I Chris Kenney saw 
$150 in gold in one gold pan t aken out of 
there . 

The well-known Lyden House occupied the 
= southeast corner of California and 

Oregon Street s .  It was a building oc­
cupied by J . C .  Whipp as the Jacksonville 
Marb le Works , being purchas ed by John Ly­
den a t  the turn of the century , built on 
and operated as a rooming house and res tau­
rant known as the Hooligan Restaurant , by 
John Lyden and Mary Lyden , parent s o f  the 
lat e Nan L .  Kenney , operated it some years , 
after their passing , Nan L .  Kenney sett led 
the estate as will appointed Executrix . 
She b ought the property and owned it as 
also all o f  b lock 1 except one lot on the 
Northwes t  corner of said block . We Nan 
and I had a second hand store therein for 
years . 

blacksmith shop graced the corner 
opposite the Odd Fellows Hall and 
August ine Schmidling , " Snuf f er , "  

operated it , now the property o f  Chris 
Kenney , husband of the late Anna L .  Kenney . 
Before the fire years ago a livery stab le 
held forth there , and before the livery 
s tab le the Franco-American Hotel b lessed 
the spot . 

Madam De Roboam who run the Franco-Ameri­
can Hotel met Holt , a brick mason , and they 
became man and wife and built the U . S . Hotel . 
She was the s ister of Jean De Roboam . 
"Kino " he was always known by all . Knew 
very little English and would s ay , "Kino 
stan . "  Therefore the name s tuck . 

Where the library is today was used as 
a warehouse for years , nearly twice as long 
as it is now , rented for $8 per mo by "Tom" 
T . J .  Kenney for years . 

This warehouse stored at one t ime a load 
of dynamite , overnight , and was shipped by 
team the fol lowing day to the then devel­
oping Blue Ledge Mine above Copper , Calif . 
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We , Tom Kenney and Son , had near a dozen 
teams hauling to the Blue Ledge mine sup­
plies and f reight of all descriptions . 
Considerab le more than 300 men worked 
ther e . John Collins operat ed a d iamond 
drill at the mine for 2� years . 

ome people , especially the French , 
not all , however , love garlic as 
well as all us Americans , except 

they might not make use o f  it  to  a large 
ext ent . But one Frenchman I knew very 
well d erived the name of "Snuf fer" on ac­
count o f  having a catarrhic ailment and 
at t imes it was quite diff icult for him 
to b reathe . At these times the opening 
of one ' s  face for the admis sion of the 
necess it ies of life , would emit , if too 
close , an abominab le odor which was not 
pleasant for one to take . A very popular 
U. S .  Postmast er that held the postmas ter­
ship for a good many years , and also had 
the honor bestowed on him for keeping a 
very well kept and beautiful o f f ic e , with 
hanging plants + etc . , told me he had 
great diff iculty in keeping the last meal 
he had partaken of down when Snuffer 
came in to have his mail handed to him .  
Given names are not ment ioned . 

o Hop operated an oriental s tore 
carrying imported nut s , candies , 
games , real firecrackers , syrups , 

tobacco and etc . , too numerous to  ment ion 
at the northeast corner of First  and Main 
street s ,  west from today ' s  City Hall . 

h e  o ld double f ire hand-pumper at the 
museum was purchased the year I Chris 
Kenney was born , 188 3 .  

O c cupant o f  the third house East of 
the Presbyterian Church over 5 0  years 
ago was Mrs .  Kate Limburger , C ircuit 

Court steno grapher for the very honorab le 
and b e loved j udge , H . K .  Hanna , Sr . She 
had a small white Fox Terrier dog with 
enough crook at the end of his tail to 
signi fy the figure 9 ,  and not too far away 
a portion o f  his body could b e  d enoted as 
an 0 ,  therefore he was always known as 
Numbe r  9 0 .  The 0 port ion was painted an 
ultramarine b lue and retained that color 
for many moons . A very popular young man 
who operated a butcher shop in this town 
was the person who wielded the b rush to 
apply the aforesaid paint . 

Dick Chappel , a painter and paper­
hanger , and , last but not least , a 
t in horn gambler and booze hound more 

s 

crooked than a corkscrew ,  for he never paid 
his j us t  debts  if he could crawl out o f  
it , was papering a house where Mary Wet­
t erer lived , a very f ine person who had 
been for years a seamstress on South Ore­
gon . He had slacked o f f  to take on some 
more o f  old John Barleycorn and Mary came 
in and when she looked at the c eiling , 
then the walls , she exclaimed , "Dick 
Chappell , what on earth are you doing ? "  
He had put s ide wall paper on the ceiling 
and c eiling on the side walls . He was 
quite crosseyed . If he c ried the tears 
would have run down the back of his neck . 

he original s treet light s  consisted 
o f  a post on various corners with 4 
s ided glass frame metal top to shed 

the weather and a metal fount and glass 
chimney with burner and wick burning coal 
oil . The City Marshall carried a small 
stepladder and a coal oil can to f ill the 
fount . He went around every evening to 
light them and then another t rip to blow 
them out . One o f  the o ld glass cases 
adorns the corner of the Odd Fellows Hall 
today electri fied . 

I t ' s  always been a mystery in later years 
why Thomas G Reames has never b een men­
tioned as a partner o f  C .  C .(Beek) Beek­

man which he mos t  as suredly was . A . E .  
Reames , who was appointed to fill out the 
remainer of Senator McNary ' s  t erm of of­
fice , was one o f  the mos t  able attorneys 
that ever practiced Law . His brothers , 
Clarence and Charles , were also lawyers .  

A . E .  Reames , Evan , he always was very 
familiarly known as , had law o f f ices in 
the Redman ' s  Building , corner o f  Cali­
fornia and Third street s , upstairs , for 
many years . Af ter three elections in 
which he took b efore the Courthouse was 
to be es tab lished in Medford--the very 
simple plea was it was to far for lawyers 
to go--Evan of course moved there and 
es tablished his law office in the Garnett­
Corey building and maintained it  until 
he pas sed on . 

arian Cardwell and Chris Kenney , 
when kids , crossed a plank across 
old Jackson Creek on D street (by 

. the Grapevine Gallery) . Elizabeth T ' Vault 
Kenney ' s  St . Bernard dog ,  Bruno , paddled 
around as wet as a rat . When they decided 
to go home , Chris made it OK acros s  the 
uns teady plank but Marion slipped off  and 
into the raging stream .  Her long lovely 
light hair was the port ion of her that 
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was grabbed by faithful old Bruno as he 
leaped into the stream and brought her 
safely to the bank where yours truly was 
c rying and almos t  f rightened to death . 
Well and faithful work by man ' s  best 
friend . 

P rofessor Van Scoy was a teacher at 
the old lap-s ided f our room frame 
building schoolhous e on the natural 

little mound where the brick building 
now stands , and Charley O gelsby sat j us t  
ahead of Chris Kenney . Chas . had brought 
two mice from home in a cigar box . After 
quite a long time I induced Chas . to let 
me s ee them , promising not to let them 
loose , but I opened the box and of course 
out they j umped . How the girls screamed 
and several--Inez Kitchen , Bertha Orme , 
Isa Cook , and Bertha Prim--all climbed 
on top of the d esks . Pro f . Van Scoy came 
down on the run from his desk on the ros­
t rum and said , "Get into your seats ! "  His 
long grey beard was f lowing as he started 
to drive the mice to  the side door . They 
run up the wall a b it and the girls 
screamed . He tried to open the side door 
but Monk Thrasher had locked it and threw 
the key out the window . The Prof . was white 
in the face with rage ; he tried to find 
out who did it but all were loyal to me . 
No one knew . He said , "If  I knew who 
did this , I ' d  creek his heels against the 
c eiling . "  During the melee the mice got 
out another door and there was no more 
b edlam. 

He was an extremely kind Prof . and we 
should have b een thrashed . 

arc issa Calvin , an o ld maid who 
lived with the Joe Shepherd family , 
owned the Sergeant R . S .  Dunlap 

ranch on the Old S tage Road North out 
o f  town . The late Nan L .  Kenney , then 
Nan I .  Lyden , inquired into the possi­
b ility o f  purchasing i t , but her father 
did not think to much about it and dis­
couraged her . The owner only wanted 
$ 2 , 500 I contend she had wonderful fore­
sight . 

fter concentrating on the subj ect , 
where did my Great Grandfather have 
the location for the TahZe Rock Sen-

tine Z , [ I  find through ] old Court-House 
records , the location was near the corner 
of California and Fourth , where the 
D onegans had the Blacksmith Shop , and 
that was the TahZe Rock SentineZ office 
around the middle o f  the l850s . The 
T ' Vaults--Elizabeth , Sainty and George 
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Chris Kenney is shown above looking p ensive 
in a hardware store . He was apparently the 
clerk in a well-stocked bucket department . 

Lycurgus--lived in a log c ab in , with 
s tockade around for protection f rom the 
Redskins . 

y Grandmother , Eli zabeth T ' Vault , 
was taken captive by the Indians 
sever�l times , but was never mo­

les t ed in any way . She could ride a 
spotted Indian pony (Pinto they were 
called ) bareback , put ting her hands on 
his back and springing to it and she 
could run off  that j argon j us t  like I 
murder English . 

She interpreted for Gen . Joseph Lane 
many times in his meetings with the In­
dians . She tried to t each me , but all I 
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remember was c lutchman and c ladawaw . 

y father , Tom Kenney , was born on 
the 23rd day o f  December , 1855 . 
When 6 weeks o ld , the Indians were 

driving for an attack on the little town 
and the men gathered together all women 
and children , which were few children , 
and took they in the Bruner Building . 
It is now the library . It had iron doors 
and brick walls that were the safest in 
town and the men with their muskets kep t 
guard . My grandmother , Elizabeth T ' Vault 
Kenney , told me many t imes , "Don ' t  never 
let anyone tell you the Indians shot 
f laming arrows for they never did here . "  

This Bruner Building , erec ted in 1855 , 
never had loop holes for the men to 
shoo t out o f . 

he Redlinger family , Father and Mother 
and sons George and Frank , lived on 
the North side of California street 

oppos ite the Thomas G .  Reames home , and 
they had on the east s ide o f  their house 
a cherry tree , Royal Anns , very f ine 
eat in g . One evening at dusk Dick Done­
gan , Monk Thrasher and the s aid writer , 
Chris Kenney , decided to  partake o f  some 
of those mouth-water ing berries with 
stems . We heard foots teps approaching 
not to far around , and did we skedaddle , 
I ' d  s ay !  The other boys outdistanced me 
for s ome uncalled for  reason and I could 
run but to the neares t  place of refuge 
was a deep ditch by the roadside into 
which I flopped and 10 and behold I laid 
there for an indefinite spell , still as 
a mouse , thinking they would discover me 
for I was sure they could hear my hear t  
beat . I j us t  know I was scared out of 
six weeks growth . Finally after getting 
nearly numb with cold I crawled very 
carefully north and soon was up and 
galloping back towards home . Didn ' t  care 
about any more Redlinger cherries . My 
Anna owned this property years after . 
The o ld house burned down . 

llIIf iles Cantrall ( father o f  Harlan jl�JIL Cantrall who owned the old Chapell-
Devlin ranch on Big Applegate wes t  

o f  Ruch left t o  him by his father) was a 
school  teacher at the f irst school on the 
hill in Jacksonville , and the writer , Chris 
Kenney , was one of his pupils . Miles had 
made a rule there was to be no whisper­
ing and he stepped up unbeknowance to me 
and grabbed me by the back o f  the coat 
and shoulders and , b eing quite a husky 
man , deliberately j erked me free o f  the 
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seat and my long legs swung to the clear 
then he gave me a deliberate thrust 
ahead of him down the aisle . My hands 
and the pos ition one sits  down on were 
full of s livers from that old worn floor 

d I d ' 
' 

an on t mean maybe . I rather forgot , 
don ' t  think I told it at home , I was mum , 
seems like I didn ' t  whisper for a spell 
anyway . 

G e�rge �iller Merritt who se home was _ H1.th hls Aunt Issie McCully and 
Jane Mason McCully , her mother , un­

til her pas sing , and I s s ie lived there 
for years after , was one o f  my dearest 
boy friends . George and I were inseper­
ab le . He was great for  parties and they 
were so enj oyab le . His Uncle James McCully 
was forest ranger in Klamath County , at 
Pelican Bay , owned by E .  H .  Harriman , the 
Railroad Tycoon . He ( George) was put on 
the end of a Whip-Cracker line at school 
and he had a broken wris t--so he got a 
lot o f  cake and cookies . 

J . M . Horton from N .  Y .  State was Principle 
at the old lap-sided f rame school on the 
hill where my Father, Tom Kenney , and Mother , 
Rosa Ulrich Kenney , went to school ,  but 
during my time at s choo l  I also attended 
this school and our children attended 
school on the hill but to the 2nd build­
ing which was Brick ; the 3rd building , 
s t ill standing , was built up from the 
gutted f irst b rick . 

Prof . Ho rton became acquainted with one 
o f  the Bells o f  the town , Carrie Crone­
miller , whose home was on the property now 
the Rasmussen Service S tation . Court ship 
f inally developed int o  Marriage . They went 
to live in the old DeRobam home (across 
the street from the Armst rong House ) . He 
done the wrong thing , we went to Chivaree 
him and they had slipped out the back door 
and he and Carrie went to Crescent City 
for a honeymoon . When he came back he 
had a house to fumigate for the entire 
house , up the stairs and wherenot ,  was 
smeared with Limburger cheese . I loved 
pranks and various kinds of devilment , 
f olks , but this I refused to have a hand in . 

O Pposite the school grounds was lo­
cated the Jackson County Shops and 
Jack Thrasher lived adj oining , a 

roadbuilder . It was during Prohibit ion 
days and August Petard , who had a vine­
yard in Rich Gulch , made much wine and 
had many barrels stored in tunnels they 
had driven in the hill . The authorities 
confiscated this wine and much of it was 
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dumped in Daisy Creek that flowed 
by the Thrasher home . Ida was her 
given name . She had a number o f  
ducks and o f  course ducks like water 
and they were shuff l ing with their 
bills here and there and they always 
drink a lot in no t ime flat , these 
ducks became inebriated , it was so 
amusing they tried to walk and 
quack-quacked , ro lling about simi­
lar to a ball . I s aw this with my 
own eyes , never before or since , 
but it was an interes t ing sight . 

Edward Nunan , son o f  p ioneer 
Jerry of the General Mdse . 
store here , rode through town 

on California to Fifth unt il in 
front of the Jackson County Court 
House , now Jacksonville Museum , 
when the cynch o f  the saddle 
loosed and the saddle turned , 
Edward Nunan going under the horse . 
And he got concus s ion of the brain 
and lived only a short time . 

illiam Puhl , a barber in the 
masonic Building lived on 
Oregon s treet in the house 

adj oining Paul Godward ' s  new home ; 
the original res idence on that 
property burned years ago . He kept 
a cow and us boys decided on Hal­
low Eve we ' d  get Bill Puhl ' s  cow 
and take her to the barber shop . 
After his family were all fast 
as leep , we very carefully got Bos­
sy and led her to  s aid shop and 
af ter the use o f  a skeleton key 
on the lock , the way was clear . 

We had a bit o f  d i f ficulty in get­
ting Bossy in such a queer place , but 
with a bit of b ran she was coaxed in 
her new parlor and we all skedaddled , 
I ' d  say ! In the morning when Bill came 
to his shop and s aw what was in front o f  
his eyes , he was white with rage . For 
she had tipped over the barber chair 
and had newly painted the large mirror ,  
floor and what not . By all rights we 
all should have been b lack-snaked , but 
the gang would not tell on each other 
so what could be done ? Nothing . s us Newbury ( lawyer) came down town _ one morning and discovered his law 

o f fice was located in a dif ferent 
spot . A privy was setting in the inter-
section at third and California with his 
sign thereon . 
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Anna Irene Lyden poses in her graduation dres s .  

O ne Halloween , the boys decided t o  
use a b i t  of s o f t  soap on the tracks 
of the j erkwater (Ro gue River Rail­

way Company ) down by the school yards . ,  
and I can hear to this day the snorting and 
puff ing with the engine wheels so hot f rom 
the friction on the sand let down for t rac­
tion t ill there was no use .  It j ust could 
no t make one bit of headway . The train crew 
had to  use gunny sacks to wipe that sof t 
soap o f f  the tracks for 5 0  yards , the smear­
ing was done in a lasting way . Mr . W .  S . 
Barnum was an angry Gent . 

Bum Neuber , owner of the Banquet Sa­
loon , and Marve Taylor , clerk for -
Jerry Nunan , built a grandstand and 

b leachers o f  regulation s ize on Fifth 

I I  



street with a high t ight board f ence 
completely around it , and had many 
ball games , foot as well as base . Pat 
Donegan (b lacksmith) and Henry Orth 
(butcher) were local pitchers as was 
Bill McIntyre too . 

he property o ccupied by the Rasmus­
sen Garage belonged to  Dave Crone­
miller who had a blacksmith shop 

there . Years later Van Galder and Green 
mined this property and it has always 
been properly known that $40 , 000 was 
taken in gold f rom it . 

hen I was in my early teens , to 
keep me out o f  mischief (my grand­
mo ther s aid I was the biggest d evil 

she ever saw ,  but let anyone else say that 
and she was ready to give a tongue lash­
ing that would set you in right order )  
my father gave me some things t o  do . One 
in particular was to go after the c ow ;  
cows ran a t  large and they usually was 
twelve to f i f teen that run together . Many 
people had a c ow .  The favorite place was 
Kanacka Flat , sometimes Lillie Prairie . 
The flat was about 2 miles up Jackson 
creek on the left side up the sands tone 
back bone on high ground , and the prairi e  
was several miles up the right hand fork 
of Jackson c reek .  Once the Iowa Lumber 
Company had a sawmill there and the Rogue 
River Valley Railroad was extended there 
to haul the cut lumber out . I would get 
my cow , and o f  course bring the whole 
herd as it was next to impossib le to 
j ust bring one . 

P at Ryan who owned a number o f  houses 
and the owner o f  the two story brick 
( Jacksonville Inn) was a great be­

liever of taking sun baths , stitchles s . 
His favorite spots was a tree on the 
premises below the school grounds or on 
the roof o f  his b rick building . 

Us boys o f t en saw him on a very hot 
summers day with an overcoat on , c arry ­
ing a lighted lantern . 

We would say , "Pat , what you dressed 
like that and got a lantern lighted for ? "  

His reply was , "Did you ever hear o f  
the man who got  rich attending t o  his 
own busines s ? "  

He had plenty o f  money ; he was j ust an 
odd charac ter . 

he Iowa Lumber and Box Company were 
people from Council Bluffs , Iowa 
(Haf ers and Harts ) .  The Perl Funeral 

Home in Medford was built for Edgar Haf er 
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a s  a home . The I . L .  & B .  Co . set their 
planing mill and box factory on property 
on the west side o f  North Oregon Street 
south of the road going to Jacksonville 
cemetery . It was moved to Medford later 
to the spot where the Big Pines Lumber 
Company is today . 

Iowa Lumber and Box Co . had a sa\,Tffiill 
to produce lumber up Walker creek , west 
o f  Jacksonville , and brought cut lumber 
down by cars on a long tramway to the 
foot of the road to a f lat by the side 
o f  Walker Creek to the Fletcher Linn 
ranch . 

Bert Thierof f ' s son is Owner of the Big 
Pines Lumber Company . B-i.s father came to 
the valley with the I . L .  and B .  Co . ' s  
other employees .  John Lyden of the old 
Lyden House was a saw f iler and mill right 
there . Lyden bought the corner property 
at Oregon and California street s from 
Tom Kahler , brother of Wes Kahler , a law­
yer for the Chinese that mined on Litt le 
Applegate .  The Wes Kahler law office , 
a brick , was owned by the late Nan L .  
Kenney and sold to Murial Painter En­
selman [mural pain ter Henselman) . It 
is owned today by Rob ert son Collins . 

J udge Silas J .  Day had an abstract 
o f fice for years in a small building . on the corner o f  the block built by 

Jane Mason McCully [ and owned land ] at 
the wes t end o f  California s treet across 
from the Scotch b room on Britt hill . He 
was coming home one bright moonlight night 
eve with a lighted lantern , long cape , 
and heard voices and stopped . My darling 
Anna and I had taken a walk and sat down 
in the moonlight to enj oy it . He said , 
"Is that somebody up there ? "  

I replied , "Yes , Judge , it ' s  Chris 
Kenney and wife , enj oying the lovely 
evening . "  

"All right , "  he said and on he went . 

G Us Newbury , a very shrewd criminal 
_ lawyer ,  had an o f f ice (after teach­

ing in the Jacksonville schoo l) , on 
the west side of the McCully property 
that matched the Judge Day one . As the 
saying goes , he was a self-made man , had 
a son who became a lawyer and was a very 
promlslng man in the profession , who was 
found dead on the slope o f  Roxy Ann a 
few years ago in his car . It seemed to 
be a mystery and was never solved . 

any a time , when a small boy , have 
. 1  went down one side of California 
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street with a hand bell , ringing and 
then calling , "Meeting tonight at the 
City Hall ! Everyone come . "  Then back 
up the other s ide , my pay was f if ty 
cents and that was big pay then . 

I have at home a bell j us t  like that 
one .  I really prize this bell for it  
was used at the famous Lyden House by 
the mother and f ather of the Rose of  
my Life Anna Lyden Kenney to let the 
public know meal s  were ready . 

J ames Drum operated a grocery s tore 
on California s treet , and I went . 
in one day to  get some gum . I gave 

him a ten cent p iece and he was rather 
near-s ighted and gave me a sun-burnt 
nick1e in change . I said , "Jimmy , this 
ain ' t  a nickle . "  It was a $5 gold piec e .  

"Here , Chriss ie , "  he always called 
me , "ano ther p iece of gum f or being an 
hones t  boy . " 

His head had not a hair on it ; it  
was j us t  like a billiard ball . 

few years after the turn o f  the 
century , Anna I .  Lyden sought to  
teach s choo l  and was cho sen to 

teach at Applegate school. She had a 
room at the Benedict home which burned 
years after . Every week end a young 
fellow by the name o f  Chris Kenney , 
who was seeking the affections of said 
teacher was Johnny-on-the-spot with a 
rubber-tired buggy and bay horse , 
drawing this s tick seat buggy , shipped 
from the E1kart Carriage Company , Elk­
hart , Indiana , was a fancy rig and we 
made many happy trips to various places 
in Jackson county within 20-25 miles . 
Picnics to Rogue River ( the former name 
was Woodville , now Rogue River) was a 
very favorite spot , when a ho t day was 
on . The upper Peter Britt ditch was a 
very popular place f or young couples to 
spend a few hours in each others com­
pany . It was shaded by trees of 
various kind s , grown in old Mother 
Nature ' s  woods . Peter Britt would not 
allow any wood to  be taken from his 
lands . Scotch b room grew from his plant­
ing and covered quite a space of ground 
above the Brewery . 

P eter Bushey , a C ivil War veteran , 
lived j us t  north o f  the Fire Hall 
on North Third . The old Soldiers 

and Sailors had a reunion and encamp-
ment in the Chris Ulrich park , and 
Bushey with other vets , decided to 
bring our old brass cannon into use in 
the old town . Powder was wanted so Tom 
Johnson . clerk at the Tom Kenney Hard-
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ware and Grocery store was contacted a t  
his s leeping quarters i n  the city brewery 
of Veit Shut z ,  and all the Kentucky rifle 
powder in 1� pound cans was brought . 
Richard Donegan , clerk at Jerry Nunan ' s ,  
brought workmans '  sox , then the powd er 
was put in the old brass f ield p iece . 
The wet sox were rammed down until the 
rod j umped out o f  the muzzle and it  was 
pointed , firs t , at the curb in f ront of 
the Banquet Saloon where many men were 
drinking . It would have been a means o f  
quit e a loss o f  life , but the Vet s  were 
persuaded to move it  to the intersect ion 
of California and Third streets over a 
fire cys tron . A rod was heated to ig­
nite the loose  powder at the rear end o f  
the cannon and what a j ump that old f ield 
piece did make . The roar it did cause . 
The concus sion was so great down Third 
s treet that nearly every window pane in 
the U . S .  Hotel was shattered , and even 
some of the window frames were splint ered . 
Bum Neuber , owner o f  the Banquet Saloon , 
footed the bills to replace the gla s s  and 
frames in the ho tel ; he also paid for 
those broken in Beek ' s  bank . 

hen living on the 4K ranch , we 
walked down to the Combest p lac e ,  
a mile north o f  our place . Fred 

and his mother , Mi1issa , were there and 
we visited . All at once a 30-30 carb ine 
barked right in the house and Fred had 
seen a mouse on the flour barrel . It was 
mince-meat for he had hit it center . I 
once saw him shoot the ashes off a c igar­
ette in his b ro ther ' s  mouth . 

ollie Britt baked many a pie in 
the Lyden House kitchen for they 
always had a fire there . One day 

Mollie came down the hill and said , "Oh , 
Nan , Nan Lyden ( the late Anna Lyden Kenney) 
do come up to my house and hear our 
Vic toro1a . They had j ust bought one and 
had a big assortment of records . Nan and 
her were very c lose f riends . 

C . W .  Conklin operated an undertaking 
parlor in the Orth building for the 
Medford Furniture and Hardware Fur­

niture Company , living in the Dobbin house . 
He was overcome by embalming fluid , and 
his life was saved by the late Anna Lyden 
Kenney reviving him by smelling salt s 
which she rushed to him.  

y grandf ather , Daniel Moe Kenney , 
son o f  John Kenney of New Orleans , 
(from a record traced by our 

daughter , Mrs . J . S .  Rood of Brooks Brook , 
Mile 820 , Yukon Territory) . Father John 
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Kenney she was unab le to trace [ o r  f ind ] 
the year he came to Jacksonville , but he 
was here in t ime and then depart ed for 
Oakland , California , where he remarried 
and spent the remainder of his d ays 
living there . He attained the ripe old 
age o f  four score years . My grandfather 
Daniel Moe Kenney es tablished the f irst 
general merchandise and grocery store in 
a c lapboard building on the corner o f  
Califo rnia and Oregon s treets in the 
year 1855 . 

I t was quite amusing to see Wm . Byb ee ,  _ Sr . , stop at the corner o f  Oregon and 
California s treets when Cap Caton 

had the s aloon there to wash his false 
teeth in the horse trough at the pump 
on that corner . 

O liver Harbaugh lived in a two story 
hous e on the north side o f  Academy 
s treet acro s s  from the school house 

and when he was 91  years old , he came up 
town in the midd le of the winter without 
a coat on and stepped along like a young 
bird as l ight footed as you please to get 
to a p lace of refreshment and there were 
� dozen of them to get the f irst  Cyrus 
Noble .  It was free , and I ' ve heard him 
say , "Yes , by God ,  Chriss ie--he always 
called me that--I ' ve drank 40 barrels 
of whiskey in my lifetime . "  I never 
saw him inebriated ; he was j ust p ickled . 

J. ohn F .  Miller had a sister , Tillie . 
Her husband was Dr . J . W .  Robinson , -
and his other sister Mollie was 

the wife of K . K .  Kub1i , Jr . Kub 1i was 
a great b aseball player , a catcher , who 
took the ball before it got to the b at­
ter when that was permissab 1e . 

Phil ip Mil ler , brother to John Mil ler , 
Jr . , committed suicide at the Miller 
ranch on Miller gulch a few miles wes t  
o f  Jacksonville . They had a hydraulic 
mine there . He leaped off a high bank 
on the rocks below and had concus sion 
of the b rain . 

J . W .  Wilkerson ' s  father Edward owned 
and operated a butcher shop on the - -
northside o f  Main Street in Medford, 

Swems Gift and Book store has operated 
there for years . His mother was Flora 
Orth . John W .  was born in the north 
room o f  the John Orth two-story b rick , 
built in the year 1868 on the corner o f  
Main and Third s treets . The late Nan 
L. Kenney bought this brick house in 
the early 1940s from Russel Gui1ion . 
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She owned a t  one time all the balance 
of the block , but 5 0x100 , which belonged 
to W . S .  Sparks and his sis ter , Marguerite 
Fields . 

i11iam G .  T ' Vau1t was born on the 
hi seas and my grandmother told me 
many times it was a man ' s  privi­

lege if born as said to name his own coun­
try . He took the grand old USA as the 
land of his b irth . Many inc idents that 
have happened in old Jacksonville were 
related to me by my very dear o ld Grand­
mother , Elizabeth T ' Vau1t Kenney , when 
I was in my teens but I did not realize 
the fac t . If I had only j otted down in 
a diary a lot they would have been very 
valuab le to posterity . 

Elizabeth T ' Vau1t Kenney had two sons , 
Thomas Joseph and William Green , and one 
daughter , Rhoda , who married Dan Card­
well . The Cardwell home was 7� acres 
eas t  and adj oining the Jacksonville 
school on the hill and the Heuner ' s  new 
ranch on the east side o f  Jacksonville . 
Heuner Lane , the road leading to it , was 
named from the last owners of this farm . 
A son o f  the Cardwe11s , William , was a 
very prominent lawyer in Roseburg until 
passing on . He had on the side as a hob­
by a very noted race horse , "King Cole , "  
by name and a f ine prune orchard . 

The Rose o f  my life , Anna Lyden Kenney , 
when we lived in the house tha t was burned 
by an arsonist ,  had some Toulouse geese , 
bet ter than watch dogs . Ralph Jennings , 
Sherif f , lived in the adj oining house 
and s aid more than once , coming home 
late , he could never sneak in but those 
dam geese let out their b lood-curdling 
noise that would wake the dead . Ida , 
wife of Jack Thrasher , a Jackson County 
road master , was to see my darling one 
day and decided to go through the back 
yard gate . Darling warned her of the ugly 
old gander , and she said , "Oh , I ' m not 
afraid o f  him . " He grabbed her by the 
calf of the leg and she yelled f or mercy . 
My dear said her leg was black and b lue 
where the old devil bit her . 

M ary Fo ster Lyden , mo ther of the 
Rose of my life , Anna Lyden Kenny , 
passed on in April o f  1907 . Soon 

thereafter Anna went east to visit her 
sis ter , Elizabeth Ab ernathy (Helen ? )  in 
Detroit , Michigan . The f irst of Septem­
ber , 1907 , Chris Kenney , after four years 
of her company , j ourneyed there and on 
Septemb er 2 5 , 1907 , we were married by 
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Rev . Locke o f  the Episcopalian church at 
her s i s t er ' s  house . 

Af ter 58  years o f  happy married life , 
I have met sorrow and mus t  learn to live 
with i t . 

e Kenneys , Nan , Donald , Fosma and 
I ,  Chris Kenney , lived on 35 acres 
of land , f iled on as a homestead 

in 1914 , and proved up with a patent , 
signed by Pres ident Wilson . Our trans­
portati on was a white mule , B ecky , with 
a smal l  one-animal wagon . The d i st ance to 
Jacksonville was 20 miles and we made it 
in 7 hours so there was no speeding . 

Yale creek ran through the p lace and 
fishing was usually good , woo d  pheasant 
and an o ccas ional grey squirrel were cooked 
to a Q .  T .  by an excellent cook , the rose 
of my life Anna . She could use a 30-30 
carbine , and several mavricks (illegal 
deer ) were b rought down by her with 
that f irearm . 

And what I mean my darling could cure 
hams and b acon with brown sugar rubbed 
in the meat . Did she know how to make 
bread ? No Chinaman ' s  dream either . One 
thing I nearly overlooked was chickens 
and we had a nice flock , a s ow had a 
lit ter o f  11 p igs once , but we had to 
butcher her for she got to p icking up 
baby chicks and eating them l ike choco­
late d rops . 

O ur ( the Kenney) homestead we called 
the 4 K ranch . Don , Fosma , Nan and 
Chris . One day Nan and I took a 

stroll up to the deer lick and there 
stood a s ix pt . buck . I was quite a way� 
off , but pumped a shot broad s ide at liim ., 
Down he went but up and o f f . We looked 
and looked , and I remarked , t tGuess I 
didn ' t  get him . " 

Nan s aid , "Let ' s  look . I ' m sure you 
killed him . " 

He was so fat the small holes the shot 
made c losed up . My honey waited and I 
went b ack to the ranch and b rought our 
faithful horse Babe and we loaded it on 
the saddle with her not one b it fright­
ened and then I hung it from a cross 
lo g in the Barn to skin and dres s . The 
chickens got the head and the ho gs 
cared for o f falls . 

A sheriff of Jackson coun ty once was 
at our table when we had fried mavrick . 

Guy Lawton , once a deputy g ame warden 
I knew well , was up to the r anch pre­
tending to be prospecting . I said , 
"Hell , Guy , miners don ' t  pro spect in 
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Frances Kenney Vilas , sister of Chris Kenney 

winter . If  you can f ind any mavrick , hop 
to it . tt We had some but I knew he could 
never f ind it . I had it hung up a tree 
in the gulch . 

The f irst  p lane that ever f lew over the 
ranch f rightened Babe so she stood stiff  
legged and her tail straight up . 

ather dwel t  in furs , hides and p elts , 
and had a room on the main f loor o f  
the Masonic Bldg in Jacksonville on 

Oregon street , rented , where the kitchen 
now is and I ' ve seen it full to the ceil­
ing with hides and etc . as o f  above . 

T . J .  "Tom" Kenney had his home built 
on Third s treet , across the street from 
the St . Joseph ' s  Catholic Church , by Art 
Nichalson , architect Fred \-leeks , o f  Weeks 
and Orr , Medford . The contrac t price was 
$1320 , the year 1898 . 

ilas J .  D ay , ab stractor and legal ad­
vis er , who had an of fice at the 
McCully house yard , had a home at 

the bridge west o f  town . A freshet in old 
Jackson creek went in his back door and 
out the front door , even though he had a 
breakwater built , so he hit for high 
ground to live on the corner o f  Main and 
First s treet s . 

Silas had a son Elmer and his father 
wouldn ' t  allow him to go to the cir cus 
so he rigged a shot gun to pull the trig­
ger and b lew the top of his head o f f . 
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The late Nan L .  Kenney 

S ilas also had a daughter Mame who as­
sis ted her father in his o f f ice for many 
years . She married Henry Dox , C . C .  Beek­
man ' s  accountant , and a daughter , Pearl , 
was born .  [ She was Myrtle Pearl Lee , the 
first curator of the Jacksonville Museum . ] 

F rank Zell operated the city museum 
and sold articles and pocketed the -
c ash . He was litt le use to  the public 

and that ' s  no Chinaman ' s  dream .  

he favorite spot to dump confiscated 
liquor during Prohibit ion was a city 
cistern on the courthouse grounds . A 

lot o f  choice liquor was however dumped 
down the alimentary canals o f  city of­
f ic ials and their friends . 

E arnest Foreman , a remittance man from 
= England , had a team and buggy and 

while living at Buncom made many 
trips to Jacksonville , and he never failed 
to load up on Scotch whiskey . He was often 
p icked up by farmers going home as he 
looped the lines of his team over the 
dash board and when he got out of the 
buggy , the team went right on home with­
out him.  

C hris Kenney died in April 1 9 7 1 , six 
� years after the death o f  Nan , the 

rose of his life . Five years before 
she died , Nan lost her mind and Chris 
tended her faithfully , devo t ing all his 
time to her care . Fosma , the daughter , 
recently donated family memor iabalia to 
SOHS . She lives in a rest home . The W . G .  
T ' Vault s train didn ' t  las t very long , 
but the lit erary outpourings from Chris 
wil l  keep the name from fading . 

Jllolice ���==�� �������� 

is proud to announce the pub l ication o f  the 
M E D F O R D  C E N TE N N I AL H I S TO R I CAL BOOK 

I� :f{� Atwood an.ti JIla1fo1tie @�a 
This is a paperDack book o f  112 pages and contains 90  historical p ic tures 

of early Medford . It is availab le at all book s tores or can be ob tained 
by calling the Medford Centennial Office ( Suite One , Medford 97501)  7 7 9-0353 

It is priced at $ 9 . 95 .  
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S O U T H E R N O R E G O N  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

M U L T I - P U R P O S E  B U I L D I N G  

A F S E T H ,. J A C O B S. a· S C H M I T Z  A R C H I T E C T S  

A Dream Come True ! 
Af ter y e a r s  o f  p l a n n i n g , your s o c i e ty h a s  a nnoun c e d  p l a n s  f o r  

th e c on s truc t i on o f  a n ew mU l t i - pu rp o s e  f a c i l ity i n  J a c k s onv i l l e . A 
mod e l  wa s unve i l ed a t  t h e  s o c i e ty ' s  3 0 th Annua l  Me e t i n g  on May 1 7  a t  
Ne n d e l ' s  I n n , M e d f o r d . 

Th e p l a n s  w e r e  ma d e  publ i c  by th e s oc i e ty ' s  r e t i r in g  p r e s i d e n t , 
Richa r d  O r r . " We ' ve b e e n  p l ann i n g  a n d  w o rk ing f o r  t h e  p a s t  ten y e a r s 
and our p l an s  a r e  a t  l a s t  b e c om i ng a r e a l i ty , "  s a i d  O r r . " Ou r  s o c i e ty 
ha s e s tab l i sh e d  pub l i c  e duca t ion a s  i t s  top p r i o r i t y  f o r  th e f uture 
a n d  th i s  n ew f a c i l i ty w i l l  enab l e  us t o  d o  the b e s t  p o s s ib l e  j ob in 
me e t in g  that ob j e c t iv e , "  Mr . Or r s a i d . 

N i c k  C l ark , t h e  s o c i e ty ' s  e x e c u t ive d i r e c t or , s a i d  th a t  the n ew 
f a c i l i ty wou l d  s e r v e  t h r e e  ma i n  purp o s e s :  

1 .  New exh i b i t  s p a c e . 

2 .  C on s o l i da t ion o f  s ta f f  o f f ic e s .  

3 .  A much e n l a r g e d  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i ty . 

" Exh ib i t  s p a c e  i n  the n ew b u i l di n g  w i l l  doub l e  t h e  amount o f  a r e a  
ava i l ab l e  t o  te l l  t h e  s t ory o f  J ac k s on C ounty ' s  deve lopme n t . W e  w i l l 
r e d e s ign th e Jack s o n v i l l e Mu s eum e xh ib i t  s pa c e s  a t  t h e  s ame t ime we d e ­
s ig n  t h e  n ew exh ib i t  s p ac e s . I I Th a t  w i l l  e n ab l e  v i s i to r s  t o  w a l k  th rough 
our c ounty ' s  h i s to r y  l e a r n i n g  o f  the N a t ive Ame r i c a n s who w e r e  h e re , 

opeN GA 

the Go l d  Ru s h  E r a , p i on e e r  f a rmi n g , t r an s p o r t a t i on , t h e  o r c h a r d  indu s t ry 
a n d  l umb e r in g , "  s a i d  C l a rk . Th e s o c i e ty a l s o  p l an s  t o  i n c l ude a n  o r i e n t ­
a t i on th e a tre i n  t h e  J a c k sonv i l le Mu s e um . V i s i t o r s  w i l l e nt e r  the 
th e a t r e  a n d  see a 1 0  t o  1 2  minute s l i d e  p re s en t a t i on on th e h i s to ry of 
J a c k s on C ounty b e f o r e  v i s i t ing mu s e um exh ib i t s . " Th e  o r i e n t a t i on wi l l  
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s e t  the s tage f o r  our vi s i tors , "  a c c o rding to Clark . 

From th e the a t re , vi s i tors wi l l  go to the o f f ic e ' s  o f  th e C ircuit 
Court Judge wh ere they wil l mee t  a l iving h i s tory chara c t e r  r epre s ent­
ing Judg e H iero K .  H anna , who pre s i de d  over th e Jack son County Court 
dur dmg th e l a te 1 8 0 0 ' s .  The actor/ interpreter wil l te l l  v i s itors  the 
h i s tory of the courthouse a nd about the county o f f i c e r s  and f unct ion s  
that were a p a r t  o f  l i f e  in the c ourthouse . "We th ink v i s i tor s w i l l  
e n j oy h aving that port i on o f  our pa s t  brought to l i fe , " s a id C lark . 

For th e p a s t  several years , the s oc i e ty ' s  research l ib rary h a s  
c ont inued t o  c o l l ec t  important photograp h s , f amily h i s to r ie s , diarie s ,  
book s , l ette r s  and c omme rc ia l  record s . " Our c o l l e c t i on h a s  f a r  out ­
grown the three t i ny rooms that h ave been a s s igned to the r e s earch 
l ibrary , " said Orr . " We now have a huge col lec t i on of g l a s s  p l ate neg­
ative s , photograp h s  on pape r , th ou s ands o f  book s and boxes and boxes 
of documents . Our c o l lection is stored in a number of d i f f erent bui ld­
ing s and is not in c l imate contr o l le d  c on dition s , "  Mr . Orr s a i d . " Dur­
ing the pa st year we h ave expe r ienced a three- fold inc r e a s e  in patron 
use and there are currently only f ou r  work s tations in the l ib rary . We 
c annot serve the pub l i c  wi thout l a rg e r  quarter s , "  s a i d  Orr . In p lan­
ning the new bu i l ding , the soc iety a l lowed enough spa c e  f or 2 0  per sons 
ln a pub l i c  reading room . Th ere wi l l  a l so be about 4 , 5 0 0  s q . t t . o f  
s tack storage a re a . " We ' re set for anothe r 2 5  to 5 0  y e a r s  w i th th i s  
new f a c i l i ty , " s a i d  Orr . 

o STREET 

C STREET 
S i te plan showing current mu seum bu i l ding s and prop o s ed addition s . 

r TS O�� H '�N O R 'G:�:T�R I C A L  s O C l E n  

� M U L T I - P U R P O S E  B U I L D I N G  

A F S E T H ,  J A C O B S  & S C H M I T Z  � A R C H I T E C T S  

r--·--------·----------
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C la rk said that the new l ibrary wou l d  h ave c l imate control to in­
sure that ob j ec t s  woul d  l a st the maximum amount o f  t ime . "We ' re a l s o  
g o i ng t o  in s ta l l  the b e s t  f ire protect i on equ ipment to p r e s e rve o u r  i r ­
r ep l a c ab l e  h er itag e , " ac c ording to C l a rk . 

At the pre sent t ime , Cl ark s a id tha t  staff  membe r s  were s c a ttered 
ove r a th re e b l oc k  area in e ight d i f f e rent structure s .  " Th i s  mak e s  f or 
very p oor c ommunication and a lot o f  was ted t ime in dr iving and walk ing 
f r om build ing to bu i l ding on bu s i ne s s  matter s , "  s a i d  C lark . We f ee l  
that the soc i e ty c an s ave a l o t  o f  time and inc rea s e  p roduc t ivity by 
putting the s ta f f  in one loc ation , "  a c c ording to C la rk . The society 
doe s not p r e s ently own any of th e h i s to r i c  hous e s  i t  occup i e s  but it 
is r e spon s ib i l e  for mainta in ing the building s ,  as we l l  as heating and 
c oo l ing . C l a rk s a id that some of the propert ie s wou l d  probably be turned 
over to the county which ha s agree d  to e ithe r  rent the propertie s to 
p r iva t e  bus in e s s e s  or individua l s  or s e l l  them w i th h i s tor i c  fac ade 
e a sements . With th e e a s emen t  in e f fe c t , new own e r s  could never change 
the exterior of the h ou se but c ould remodel the inte r i o r s  f or bu s ine s s  
o r  r e s ident i a l  use . 

" In th at way , Jacksonvi l le and the c oun ty wou l d  both rec e ive new 
r evenue f rom tax e s .  County ownership o f  much of the p r ope rty in Jack­
sonv i l l e  ha s p l aced an extra burden on towns folks and we ' re h ope ful 
that th i s  s o lution w i l l  h e lp , "  C l a rk s a i d . 

Af seth , Jacob s  and S chmit z , Arch i te c t s , o f  Me dford were cho sen to 
des ign the new fa c il i ty . The p r imary arch ite ct f or the new buil ding 
w i l l  be Lor in Jacob s . Jacobs and h i s  p ar tners spent a c on s iderable 
amount of t ime in Jacksonv i l le s tudy ing the arch itectur a l  charac ter i s ­
tics of h i storical  bu i lding s before propo s ing the de s ign . The f i rm ' s  
c oncept wa s chosen f rom three submitted by loc a l  and s tate arch itect s .  

"We f e e l  that we h ave incorporated many of Jacksonvi l l e ' s  s tronge st 
arc h i t e c tural c oncept s i n  thi s  bui l ding , "  sa i d  Jacob s . The porch wh ich 
surrounds th e entire s tructure is quite c ommon on C a l i f ornia Avenue . 
I t  w i l l  protect v i s itor s f rom the hot summer sun and the cold winter rain . 
I t  w i l l  a l s o  prevent any direct s un l ight from cornin g into the bu i lding 
wh i c h  i s  a main concern . We wanted lots of window s  so v i s i to r s  c ould 

J U N E  1985 

L to R Lorin Jacob s , arch ­
i t e c t , N i c k  C l ark , exeut­
ive d i rector , and D ick Orr 
ret i r in g  p r e s i dent of the 
S . O . H . S .  reve a l  model to 
tho s e  a ttending the Annua l  
Dinner . 

PHOTOGRAPH BY HAROLD BERNINGHAUSEN 
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soc i e ty memb e r s  look 
ove r th e mode l of t he 
propo sed n ew f a c i l i ty 
in Jacksonv i l l e . 

PHOTOGRAPH BY HAROLD BERN 1 NGHAUSEN 

wa lk a long the bu i l d ing at night and see into the e xh ib i t  g a l l e r i e s . 
" I ' ve seen peopl e  l ooking into our other bu il ding s a t  8 : 0 0  or 9 : 0 0 PM 
dur ing the summe r and i tIs a way o f  s e rving the pub l ic without pro­
viding a s t a f f  p e rs on , "  said Orr . 

In the b a s ement of the s t ru c ture , the s oc i e ty wi l l  locate a con s e r ­
vat i on laboratory f or the rep a ir o f  wood , me ta l a n d  g l a s s  ob j e c t s  ( th e  
pape r  con s e rvat ory i s  located in the n ew arch ive f a c i l ity a t  Wh i te C i ty . )  
In addi tion , th e s oc iety ' s  ma i nten anc e and p r e se rva t i on department wi l l  
have a comp le te work shop in the b a s ement o f  the b u i l ding , wh ich w i l l  
have a s lop ing r amp to a l l ow veh i c le a c c e s s .  

r L:; ns a l s o  c a l l  for a park ing l o t  that wi l l  a c c ommodate about 2 0  
car s on th e s ou th s i de of the s truc ture . In the f r ont , and at both 
s ides , there w i l l be landscape d a r e a s  wh ich w i l l  be ava i l able f or out­
of - door exh i b i t s  and shows in th e summe r . 

"We w i l l  spend the next two mon th s  in the de s ign phas e , with pre­
sentat i ons to the Jacksonv i l l e  H i s to r i c a l  and Arch i t e c tural Review 
Committee and the Jacksonvi l l e  P l anning Commi s s i on during the mon th of 
July . In Augu s t , we ' l l write the s pe c i f ication s  and c a l l  for bids and 
hope fully begin c on s truc t i on in September or October , "  s a i d  Orr . 

"We are v e ry p l ea sed that we wil l not h ave to a s k  f or an incr e a s e  
i n  th e soc i e ty ' s  one-quarter o f  o n e  mi l l  h i stor i c a l  tax , " s a id Orr . 
For the past 1 0  y e a r s , the soc iety h a s  been sy s tema t ic a l ly saving for 
the c on s truc t i on o f  a new f ac i l i ty and i t  currently h a s  about $1  mi l l ion 
to spend on c on s truc t i on . Clark s a id th at the s o c i e ty would b e  going to 
the c ommuni ty in th e f a l l  to a s k  f or f inanc i a l  a s s i s tance with th e new 
exh ib i t s  and w ith f urnishings . " We w i l l  moun t a c ommunity e f fort to 
rai se about $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  for the p ro j e c t ( "  according to C l a rk . 

Everyone in attendance agreed tha t  the new f a c i l ity was " A  Dream 
Corne True ! " 
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Execut ive D ir e c tor ' s  Report . . Nick C l ark 

May 17 wa s f u l l of wonderful e xp e r ienc e s  for tho s e  who 
at tended th e Annual Mee t ing . I n  addit i on to the announce ­
ment about our n ew buil d ing , we were a l so p le a sed to honor 
Bert S tanc l if f on h i s  1 0 0 th b irthday ! 

Bert wa s p r e s ented with a c ake on wh ich 1 0 0  l ight e d  
cand l e s  g l e ame d . w i th one b ig " b l ow "  Bert ext ingui sh ed 
the b l a z e  b e fore the f ire departme nt wa s c al led . We were 
so p l ea sed to be a pa rt o f  th i s  happy c e l eb ra t ion . 

In honor o f  the occ a s ion , Bert wa s made an honorary 
Tru s tee o f  the S outhern Oregon H i s t o r i c a l  Soc iety . Many 
more happy b irthday s Bert ! 

Speak ing o f  b irthday s , Mi s s  Mary Hanley c elebrated h e r  9 3 rd b i rthday on 
May 3 .  When I a sked Mary wha t  f l avor b irthday c a k e  she wanted , she s a i d  
she ' d  b een h av ing c ake long e noug h . " How abou t l emon p ie ? "  she a ske d . 
And l emon p ie i t  wa s !  Many more h appy b i rthday s Ma ry ! 

++++ + + ++ ++ + + ++++++++++++ + + + + +  

Dur ing the summer we hope to h ave " Greeter s "  stati oned on th e f ir s t  
and s e c on d  f l oor o f  th e mu s eum during operat ion a l  hour s . The s e  vo l unte e r s  
w i l l  an swer que s tion s  p o s e d  by v i s itors and provi de them with a f r iendly 
smil e o f  we l c ome . I f  you can g ive any amount o f  t ime to th i s  pro j ec t , 
pl e a s e  c a l l Ma rg e Herman , 8 9 9 - 1 8 4 7 and o f f er your service s .  I know you ' l l 
want to j o in me in mak ing our v i s i tor s feel  very muc h  " at home . "  

Bert Stanc l i f f  pre­
pare s to b l ow out the 
1 0 0 c and l e s  on h i s  
b irth day c ake a s  h i s  
wife  Katheryn look s 
on . 

� � 
PHOTOGRAPH BY HAROLD BERNINGHAUSEN 
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YOU ' RE I NV I TED TO HELP  BERT CE LEBRATE ! 

Bert and Kathryn S tanc l i f f  take p l e a sure in a sk ing a l l  o f  
the ir f ri ends t o  attend Bert ' s  1 0 0 th Birth day Party o n  Saturday , 
June 2 9 , 1 9 8 5 . The c e lebrat ion wi l l  be h e l d  in the Phoenix H igh 
S chool Audi tor ium f rom 1 : 0 0 unt il 5 : 0 0 PM . 

Bert i s  a r emarkable individua l h av ing been born and l ive d 
mo s t  of h i s  l i f e  r ig h t  in Phoenix . We hope y ou ' l l j o in us in 
h e l pi ng Bert rejoice in these 100 years of l i f e  in the Rogue Va l le y . 

+ + + ++ + + + + + +++++++++++ + + + + + + + +  

V O L UNTEERS HONO RED AT L U N C H EO N  

The South ern Oregon H i s tor ical  S oc ie ty honored i t s  voluntee r s  
a t  a luncheon h e l d  May 2 3  a t  Nende l ' s  I nn . There were 1 0 3  pre s ent . 
Marg e Herman , volun t e e r  coordinator , announced that soc iety volun­
teer s had g iven nearly 1 7 , 0 0 0  hours dur ing the year and thanked 
tho s e  pre sent f or the ir serv ic e . Barba ra Ca rey , As s i s tant f or Spe c ­
i a l P ro j e c t s  i n  G overnor Atiyeh spoke to voluntee r s  o n  th e importance 
o f  th e i r  role in today ' s  bu sy soc iety . 

Following the luncheon , Nick Cl ark , execut ive director , announc e d  
s pe c i a l  awards for th o s e  atta ining 1 0 0 , 2 5 0 , 5 0 0 , 7 5 0 , and over 1 , 0 0 0  
h ou r s  o f  servic e . D ick Orr , j unior p a s t  pre s ident of the soc i e ty and 
Robert Bu tler , new soc i e ty pre s i dent , pre s ented the awards . 

Marge Herman proudly announced that dur ing the p a s t  four month s ,  
more than 8 0  person s  had taken train ing to become new memb e r s  o f  the 
F r iends Of The Mu seum and tha t  tha t  group had a l r eady g iven seve r a l  
hundred hours of servic e . 

Th ere were vo luntee r s  p r e s ent repr e s ent ing e ach department in 
the soc iety , a f in e  a c h i evement , indeed . The Southern Oreg on H i s tor ­
i c a l  Soc iety i s  very proud o f  i t s  volunteer s�. We cou ldn ' t  ex i s t  w i th ­
out your a s s i stanc e . with p l ans f or more edu c a t ional programs and a 
n ew mu seum bu ilding , i t  w i l l  bec ome more and more e s sential that we 
h ave a grea t vo lunteer g roup . We ' l l look f o rwa rd to adding l o t s  o f  
n ew members  t o  Fr iend s Of The Mu s eum . 

THANKS FOR YO U R  H E L P J  VO LUNTEERS ! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY NATALI E GEl GER 

LtoR - Marc ie Nicke r s on , 
Nan Hannon and Jeanne 
Fowden en j oy r ecount ing 
the i r  service to the 
soc i e ty during the a nnual 
volunteer apprec ia t i on 
l uncheon . 
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N i c k  C lark , execut ive 
d i re c tor , announc e s  to 
tho s e  a s s embled at th e 
volunteer luncheon that 
Wa l t  Larsen h a s  g iven 
mor e  than 1 , 0 0 0  hours o f  
vo lunte e r  servic e  t o  the 
s o c i e ty . Walt work s w i th 
th e e xhib it and c o l l e c ­
t i on s  department . 

SOC I ETY TO TO UR COVE RED B R I DG E� 

Memb e r s  and f r iends o f  th e S outhern Oregon H i s to r i c a l  S oc ie ty 
a r e  invi ted to take a tour o f  Jack son County cove red bridg e s  on 
S a tu rday , June 2 2 , 1 9 8 5 . An a ir-conditioned bu s will  leave f rom 
th e pa rking lot behind the Jack sonvi l le Mu s eum a t  9 : 0 0AM .  

From th e mu s eum , we ' l l trave l the O l d  Stag e  Road to Rogu e  
River and th en up Evans Creek t o  Wime r . We ' l l then back track a 
l i t t l e  and head for the Antelope Creek Cove re d  Bridge and the Lo s t  
C r e ek Covered Br idg e . From Los t  Creek we ' l l trave l in to t h e  Appl e ­
g a t e  Va l l ey and vi s it t h e  Mc Kee Covered Bridg e . 

Scott Clay , a member o f  the soc iety ' s  H i s toric Pre s e rvat i on 
Comm i ttee ,wi l l  accompany the g roup and provide h i stor i c a l  informat i on . 
At one time , the re Were more than 1 0 0  c overed b r idg e s  in Ja c k son 
County . The four bridg e s  the group wi l l  v i s i t  are th e on ly on e s  
rema ining today . 

The tour w i l l  c o s t  $ 1 0  per person and tho s e  taking the t r ip 
should wear comfortab l e  wa lking shoe s and b r ing a sack lunch . Re­
s e rvat i on s  are limited to 4 0  peopl e  a nd mu s t  be in by Wedne s day , 
June 1 9 . You may c a l l  8 9 9 - 1 8 4 7  to r e s e rve a seat on the bus . 

THE W I  LLOVJS SOC I AL TO B E  H E LD J U LY 28 

The second annua l s oc ia l  at The W i l l ow s  ( Hanley Fa rm ) w i l l  be 
h e l d  on Sunday , Ju ly 2 8 , 1 9 8 5  f rom 1 1 : 0 0 AM unt il 5 : 0 0 PM .  La s t  year 
more than 9 0 0  people toured the grounds and en j oyed exh i b i t s  including 
s t e am eng ine s , old- t ime f iddlers , weave r s  and sp inners . 

We ' l l announce the full  schedule o f  events in next month ' s  new s ­
l et t e r  but keep July 2 8 , c lear on your c a l enda r ! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 23 - Sunday Social Band Concert . Music by the Ashland Silver Cornet Bank on the 
porch of Chappell-Swedenberg House Museum, corner of Mountain and Siskiyou, 
Ashland . 2 : 00pm until 3 : 0 0pm. Reception and tour of museum following concert. 

June 27 - S . O . H . S .  Bus Tour To Astoria .  Tour will visit the Captain Flavel House , The 
to Columbia River Maritime Museum and Fort Clatsop National Memorial . Deadline 

June 29 for reservation is June 21 . Cost is $115 . 00 double room, $145 . 00 private room. 

July 4 - Ashland Fourth of July Celebration . Parade at 10 : OOAM. .  Includes a run and 
events in Lithia Park following the parade . Fireworks in the evening . 

July 6 - "A Century Of Sitting" an exhibit of chairs showing style changes and trends 
from the 1850 I S  thru the early 20th Century . Pinto Theatre in the Children I s 
Museum, Jacksonville . 

July 13 
to 

July 21 

Jacksonville Quilters Quilt Show in the U .  S .  Hotel Ballroom, Jacksonville . 
For more information , call Dora Scheidecker at 899-7009 . 

THE SOUTHERN OREGON HIS'IDRICAL SOCIETY 

Officers Of The Board Of Trustees :  
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Gary Wheeler 
Ann Finley 
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. . . . .  President 
1st Vice President 
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. Secretary 
. . . .  Treasurer 

Staff . . . . . . . Telephone : 899-1847  

Executive Director . . .  Nick Clark 
.Dir.  of Operations . . . .  Sam Wegner 
Controller . . . . . . . .  Dottie Bailey 
Curator of Interpretation . . . . . . 

Dawna Curler 
Librarian/Archivist Kathleen Leary 
Oral Historian Marjorie Edens 
Newsletter Editor . Raymond Lewis 
CUrator of Collections . . . Marc Pence 
Membership/Bookkeeper . .  Maureen Smith 
Curator of Exhibits . . . Jime Matoush 
Curator of Photography . .  Douglas Smith 
CUrator of Preservation and Mainten-

ance . . . . . . . . . Byron Ferrell 
Volunteer Coordinator . . Marge Herman 
Curator of Chappell-Swedenburg House 

Museum . . . . . . . . . Nan Hannon 
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