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I LI 
The Opp 

T owards the end of 1868 the f irst  
case  of smallpox broke out  in the 
poorer s ection of Jacksonville . 

The doc tor , who was summoned to  at t end a 
small child suff ering from high f ever , 
viol ent aching and eruptions , d iagnos ed 
the dis ease as chicken pox . Before the 
mistake was discovered , the dreaded plague 
had swept through the town . In t error o f  
contagion , f ew citizens could b e  found t o  
tend tho s e  s tricken with the pestilence . 
Even f amily memb ers moved away from home 
and , f o r  the mos t  part , only the s is ters 
from the convent dared approach the s ick 
bed and o f fer what care and comf ort they 
could . Too late , the schools , churches 
and pub lic gatherings were suspended and 
urgent pleas for all availab l e  vac c ine 
were s ent to neighboring towns . For two 
months business activity came to a virtual 
stand s t i ll . Jacksonville was quarantined 
and people from the county wer e  forb idden 
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III 

rtunist 
to communicate with the town . A . G . Walling , 
in his history of southern Oregon , wro te : 

[ Protes tant ] minis ters fled in af
fright f rom paths of duty , but in 
the darkest hours the Catholic priest 
who himself had experienced the dis
eas e ,  t ogether with the Catholic sis
terhood [ two nuns who had either 
been vacc inated or had had small pox ] , 
rendered valuab le assistance . The 
contagion was not conf ined to any 
part icular class . The widow o f  John 
Love (Table Rock Sentinel� Vol . I ,  No . 9 ) ,  
a lady o f  ref inement and cul ture , was 
at tacked , and with her youngest child 
was carried away . Her mother and the 
rest of the children were in the 
country and dared not approach her , 
and , when all was over , the uns ightly 
corpse--all that remained of human 
beauty--was borne to the ceme tery in 
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a rough lumb er-wagon , without a s ingle 
f o llower . 

Citizens f eared smallpox germs c ontami
nated those who breathed the same air 
as the victims . 

It was generally believed tha t  smoke 
would kil l the germs and purify the at
mosphere , and accordingly great pitch 
pine f ires were built in the s treet s . 
People , reluctant to go home , c lustered 
day and night around the smoky pyres 
which cas t a dismal glow through the 
dense smoke . 

Only Sargent Dunlap , the s exton , and 
Father Blanchet , the priest at St . Joseph ' s ,  
dared remove the corpses f rom d eathbeds 
to c o f f ins and transport them to the 
wagon and up the winding road to the 
ceme tery . Their daily t rip was usually 
made af ter midnight . Apparently p eople 
thought the dead were not so contagious 
in the dark or else it was less alarming 
to c ar ry the grisly freight through town 
after the idlers had dispersed and gone 
to their b eds . At the c emetery , in the 
somb er light of torches , the two men , 
and an occas ional brave helper , buried 
the dead and the priest charitab ly said 
a f ew words over the new mounds .  

Among the victims was Wiliam Green 
Harrison T ' Vault . He had b een the first 
Attorney General and f irst  Pos tmas ter 
General of the old Oregon Territory , a 
repres entative in the Oregon State 
Legisl ature , and Speaker o f  the House , 
a lawyer , an editor , a trail b lazer and 
a f rontiersman , but when he died only 
Father Blanchet attended him , gave him 
the last rites and helped shovel the 
dirt into the grave over the wooden box 
which contained his last remains . 

The editor of the Oregon Sentinel 
wro t e , on February 6 ,  196 9 : 

The last victim of small-pox among us 
was Col . W .  T ' Vault , who died at llpm 
on Thursday . Although [ he was ] in 
the fullness of old age , b eing 6 2  
years old , [ he was still energetic 
and ] it is painful to reflect that , 
af ter a busy life and prominent ser
vice , he should be s truck down by so 
dreadful a malady that not a s ingle 
mourner dared follow him to the grave . 

ILLIAM GREEN T ' VAULT was born in 
1809 . As is usual historians give 
s everal conflicting birth dates 

and b irth places . It is reported that 
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Rhoda Boone T ' Vault 
he was born in mid�Atlantic , but one 
ob ituary gives Arkansas as his first home 
and another source claims he was born in 
Kentucky . His death no tice in a Jackson
ville paper called him "a native o f  
Missouri . " It ' s  safer t o  say that he 
came from the south . 

A f amily descendant gives the original 
spelling o f  the name as Tevault ,  but he 
seems to  have pref erred the more awkward 
T ' Vault.  But the spelling o f  the name 
was not the only unusual feature connect ed 
with William Green T ' Vault . "From the 
records it  could be said the family was , 
at the very leas t , unconvent iona l . There 
was a continuing stream of marriages with 
no divorces or deaths found to date , 
assault and battery charges , and a proven 
charge of adultery . "  The more recent 
generations , however , were hard working 
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land owners , respected and fairly well 
to  do . "  William Green was prob ab ly a 
representative of the 'rec ent generation ." 

At any rate he was born and he lived 
s ixty-two years . His life before he came 
to Oregon is indistinc t and little is 
recorded . He prac ticed law in Boones
ville , Illinois , and served in the legis
lature o f  that s tate , and developed a 
s trong leaning towards the Democratic 
party . In 1820 he and Rhoda Boone Burns 
were j oined to gether in the b ans of mat
rimony in Warrick county , Indiana . Her 
family was cons iderab ly more illustrious 
than his ; she was a great granddaughter 
of Daniel Boone , Kentucky ' s  f amous p io
neer , and she found the family connec tion 
s ignif icant enough to emphasize it in 
her records . Mrs .  Jane McCully , Mrs . W .  
J .  Plymale and Mrs . R . M .  McDonough , mem
b ers of the committee who concocted her 
ob ituary for the records of 'the Southern 
Oregon P ioneer Association , did not fail 
to mention that she was a direct descend
ant of the famous Dan ' l .  William Green 
and Rhoda T ' Vault had f ive children , two 
o f  whom died in infancy . There is oc
cas ional mention in Oregon papers of his 
surviving off springs : Elizabeth (Kenny) 
who died in Jacksonville in 1 9 11 , 
St . Marion , who died in Portland in 1870 
and George , who died at the age of s even
teen in Jacksonville . 

We are not concerned with William G .  
T ' Vault b efore 1845 ; we are interested 
far more in his influence on Oregon his
tory and the role he played in the devel
opment of the west in the twenty-five 
vigorous years he lived in Oregon . 

ith his family he j oined a wagon 
train in 1845 at St . Joseph , Mis
souri . At that t ime gold had no t 

yet b een discovered in Oregon , and the 
hope for riches to be found in the west 
was not a factor in the earliest pioneers '  
dec ision to leave the eas t .  There were 
no settlers in the Rogue River valley and 
tho s e  who struck out for Oregon , for the 
mos t  part , were seeking farm land in the 
Willamette valley . In 1845 only a few 
thousand intrepid souls had s et t led there 
and about f ive-hundred of thes e  had col
lected in Oregon City , which showed prom
ise of b ecoming the capital and most im
portant center of the Territory . Life 
there was of ten brutal and primal , but 
the emigrants were hard people , tough 
and resolved to face the rigorous con-
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dit ions . 
William T ' Vault ' s  train ing in law had 

made him highly vocal , he had a way 'pith 
word s , and was obvious ly wel l  educated . 
The l eaders of the wag on t rain named him 
chairman of the committee to draft and 
report laws for governing the company 
during their march , and his interest in and 
knowledge of the wes t  s oon made him a 
wel l-known member o f  the party . His 
appar ent qualities of l eadership and his 
easy manner were respon s ib le for his 
spontaneous election as wagonmas ter of 
the t rain . Mr . Clark was made the pilot . 
T ' Vaul t , as leader , was c al led the 
Co lonel , and he maintained the t itle for 
the rest of his life although his post 
as wagonmaster was not a pos ition he held 
throughout the trip nor was it p lanned 
to b e . The early coloniz er s  wisely made 
provis ions for human nature by limiting 
the t enure of their leaders and reserving 
the right to elect new ones from time to 
t ime . The company soon b ecame too large 
to be managed by one person ; eventually 
there were one thousand people , one hun
dred wagons and two thousand head of 
cattle . The train divided into four 
smaller groups before i t  left the Missouri 
river in early spring on the long trek 
acro s s  the plains . 

They started with a great show of reso
lution , hope and cheerfulnes s ,  but these 
emigrants were strong willed , independent
minded folk , not slow to criticize those 
in positions of leadership . Every group , 
no mat ter how small , has i t s  share of 
members who enj oy making waves and some 
who s e  sharp tongues ult imately alienate 
them f rom all except their own little 
vitup erative cluster o f  malcontents . 
This t rain was no t exemp t f rom t rivial 
feuding . 

The f our companies splintered into even 
smaller groups , and parts o f  the wagon 
train were separated by many miles and 
many days travel from the others . Having 
lost  command of his people almo s t  at the 
b eginning , William T ' Vaul t  was not unhappy 
to relinquish his appointment as wagon
mas t er at Big Soldier c reek , which the 
travelers reached on May 1 3 , 184 5 . It is 
probab ly no great consequence that many 
were j us t  as pleas ed to  s ee him step down 
f rom his responsible but o ft en thankless 
o ff ic e . Aside from petty s quabb les , how
ever , and occas ional horse-thieving In
dians , there were no traumatic episodes 
on the long stretch acros s  the country , 
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and at last they reas s emb led , for the 
mos t  part still hearty and hopeful , at 
Fort Bois e .  

t was here that they first met 
S tephen Meek , who informed the vas t  
company that h e  c ould lead them west-

ward in an almost s traight line to the 
Willamette valley and save them at 
l eas t f orty days ' travel . Many of the 
emigrants paid little attention to 
Meek ' s  claim , preferring to plod along 
over an es tablished route to The Dalles 
on the Columb ia River . This road was 
known to be extremely dangerous and 
rigorous , but there were chart ed water 
s tops and plenty of grass and they pre
f erred to play it safe .  

A bro ther o f  Joe Meek , Stephen Meek 
had a good reputation and spoke with 
great assurance .  For a f ee ,  he , with 
his new wife Elizab et h ,  would lead the 
t rain and see that the tired emigrants 
reached their destinat ion weeks before 
the o thers . About 2 5 0  travelers ,  in
c luding the T ' Vault f amily , agreed to 
j o in the Meek train and s eparated from 
the original company . One wonders that 
the numb er wasn ' t  greater . The as sur
ances from a tried-and-true mountain 
man mus t  have been very persuas ive , and 
the emigrants were eager to b e  f irst to 
reach the promised land . 

They pulled out o f  Fort Boise and 
headed wes tward . From the very f irst the 
way was rocky , mountainous ,  untraveled 
and discouraging . The oxen and the 
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wagon at the head o f  the line had to 
b reak trail through untamed wildernes s .  
S ometimes s ix yokes o f  oxen were re
quired to pull each wagon up the s teep 
mountains , and the drivers o ften had 
to retrace their s t eps for a change in 
course . It daily b ecame more evident 
that Stephen Meek had no more knowledge 
o f  the country than the travelers , and 
like them,  he was s eeing it for the f irst 
t ime . 

Sometimes the canyon walls were so 
s teep , wagoners had to  make their way 
up the rocky riverb eds , with the churn
ing water swirling above the axles . 
Occas ionally when they lef t the lowlands 
they could f ind no wat er for the stock 
and o f ten none for themselves . Fre
quently several days pas s ed b efore they 
c ame to a spring or found a small trickle 
in an almost-dry creek . 

The wishful thought that the trail 
mus t  eventually improve and that the 
tortuous route would b ecome easier kept 
them plodding forward , and they j ounced 
and j olted over the almost impassab le 
t errain , skirting Cas tle Rock , crossing 
and recrossing the Malheur river and 
pas s ing Harney Lake . At last they reached 
Wagontire Mountain where they f ound a 
little supply of wat er which they care
fully rationed . They remained there for 
days , forced to s tay as s couts s earched 
unsuccess fully for water as far as fifty 
miles away . 

At the beginning o f  the trek Stephen 
Meek rode back and f orth f rom the f ront 
to the rear of the t rain , shouting en
couragement with good humor and banter , 
but soon he met with s tony resis tance 
and sullen hostility . There were mur
murs and threats o f  lynching , and only 
the knowledge that their chances of 
surviving were bet ter with him than with
out him kept some of the hotheaded and 
rash men from action they might have 
regretted . Meek found it prudent to re
main with the lead wagons and keep a 
low prof ile . 

It was here at Wagontire Mountain that 
Meek gave up the idea o f  a straight 
wes tward course to the Willamette valley . 
He turned the train northward , realizing 
that The Dalles , remote as it was , o f
fered the nearest sanctuary . After 
s everal days of idleness they pushed 
onward , fortunately f inding that evenin� 
a c amp with water and grass which had 
b een overlooked by the scouts . 
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t a spot along the trail , not far 
from the Crooked River , the wagon 
train s topped for the night at a 

dry canyon . As usual there was no water 
to b e  found in the camp , and the captain 
ordered all the young men to take pails 
and shovels and try to f ind wa ter . One 
member of the company , Herren , accom
panied by two others , took p icks and 
shovels and s et o f f  down a dry arroyo . 
They c arried with them a wooden bucket 
which had b een painted blue . At a spot 
in the rocky creek b ed , Herr en detected 
a little stagnant water and b egan dig
ging . In the f irst spadefuls of dirt he 
unearthed a couple o f  large nuggets . 
The b right color intrigued him , and he 
picked up the s tones for closer inves t i
gation , and showed them to his compan
ions . Gold was the last thing they ex
pected to see , and the possibility of a 
gold s trike was not even considered . 
One o f  the fellows decided they were 
pieces of brass and Herren dropped them 
into his pocket and continued his s earch 
for water . There was no depth to the 
moisture "and the men soon gave up the 
search and returned to the wagons where 
they were informed that others had found 
wat er closer to  the camp . 

Later in the evening , Herren , pret ty 
sure he had picked up gold , showed his 
two nuggets to others in his party . 
One o f  the men said that if it was gold , 
it would b e  malleable . They accordin gly 
took a hammer and hammered each piece on 
a wagon tire into a f lat disk . Herren 
indif f erently put the two pieces o f  
metal into a drawer o f  his t o o l  chest 
and forgot about it . 

Not until s everal years later did he 
recal l the nuggets which had long s ince 
disappeared from his tool chest . In all 
probability Herren found the first gold 
to be discovered wes t of the Rocky moun
tains . His discovery pre-dated by three 
years the f inding of gold in California . 

The legend grew . The story declared 
that Herren ' s  two youngsters , who had 
tagged along on the futile s earch for 
water , had discovered many brilliant 
nuggets and colors in a mound of f resh 
earth thrown up by a gopher . They had 
f illed the b lue bucket with gold . The 
myth b ecomes unbelievable when it is 
embroidered with more ridiculous detail . 
William T ' Vault , happening upon the 
strange , yellow metal , was impressed with 
its heaviness and craftily attached it  
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to his fishing l ine , using it as a weight 
to sink the bait . In view of the ever 
present prob lem o f  no water and dry creeks , 
the rumors b ecome even more unbelievab le 
and few people could be so ignorant as 
to use fifty dollar nuggets as sinkers . 

In another vers ion o f  the tale , two 
b lue buckets wer e  left at the place to 
mark the locat ion for future digging , 
and the lost t reasure spot became the 
legendary Blue Bucket Mine . Over the 
years since then pract ically every inch of 
the Crooked River country has been 
s earched by gold miners , hoping to un
earth the rich lode , and diaries o f  the 
memb ers of the unfortunate Meek train 
have been studied minutely for hidden 
c lues to the whereabouts of the fabulous 
f ind . Prospec tors are searching today , 
and though the f ortune has consistantly 
eluded the seekers , the story persists . 

he cons tant s truggle to survive and 
the sut t ering from thirst at las t  
began t o  weigh heavily on the 

animals and the people .  Many oxen , too 
weak to continue , were abandoned and an 
increasing nunb er of people , particularly 
women and childr en , d ied from sickness 
and deprivation . Res entment against Meek 
was possibly the goad which spurred them 
on . A memb er o f  the train , Jes se Harrit , 
in his diary , wro t e : 

Some in the c ompany has b een without 
bread fore 15 days and has had to 
live on pore b eef without anything 
else . I will j ust say pen and ton [ gue ] 
will both fall short when they gow to 
tell the suffering the company went 
through . 

Jack Sutton , a more recent Jacksonville 
historian who res earched the Meek party , 
wrote : 

The hardships o f  the trail had frayed 
the nerves of the pioneers to the 
breaking point and several wagons 
were drawn up in a circle , with a 
hanging noose dangling from the up
raised wagon tongues . Only the quick 
act ion and oratory of William Gr een 
T ' Vault and John Waymire saved Meek 
from being the princ ipal guest of 
an impromptu "necktie party . " 
This is no doub t fiction , but when the 

party was about f ive days from The Dalles , 
Stephen Meek was given word that one of 
the men , whose two sons had died on the 
way , had taken an oath he would kill him 
before sundown . Meek did not doub t  the 
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earnes tness o f  the threat . He and his 
wife Elizabeth at once left the t rain . 
A diarist repor t ed : " [ The M.eeks went ] 
to some Indians nearby and told them t o  
put them over the river [ the Deschutes ] 
at all hazard s . S everal o f  us who were 
anxious to see his escape effected , fol
lowed to witnes s  his departure . "  

At l ast the sorry remnants o f  the wagon 
train dragged into The Dalles . Many 
members were too s ick to recover in 
spite of the food and care availab le at 
the miss ion . At least twenty-four had 
died on the way and a like numb er d i ed 
after they reached the Columb ia rive r . 
Stephen Meek ' s  " shorter , safer route "  
had taken forty more days than the t edi
ous regular rout e .  

I t  was late in the s eason and almo s t  
into winter but a s  the sufferers regained 
their strength and the supplies were re
stocked , the survivors j oined other pas s 
ing trains and eventually made their way 
to the Willamet t e  valley . 

illiam Green T ' Vault never suf
fered f rom a modes ty complex ; 
he was generally found in the 

front ranks of any activity , and was un
willing to be relegated to the back
ground . He and his family had come 
through the Meek ' s  Train ordeal in f ar 
better order than many of their f ellow 
travelers and required no delaying 
period for recuperat ion . The Willame t t e  
valley was a f ledging territory and 
Oregon City , a trading post of the Hud
son ' s  Bay Company , was already a growing 
community who welcomed new leaders and 
legislators and lawyers . As a new arri
val, T ' Vault was ted no time in indec is ion . 
He was admitted to the Oregon (territory )  
bar and began h i s  practice in 184 6 , b e
fore a year had passed . 

Surpris ingly mos t  o f  his profess ional 
suits were divorce cases even though a 
divorcee in that age automat ically 
stepped down s everal rungs on the social 
ladder . But as f ew society leaders had 
cro ssed the plains to settle on the 
frontier , the little lady who had j us t  
shed a philanderer or the town tosspot 
had to relinquish few elegant cotillions 
and smart levees . Evidently pioneer 
women had developed a spirit of independ
ence while cro s s ing the desolate plains 
and preferred b eing considered a bit o f  
a wanton than a household drudge . On the 
other hand no gentle and faithful husband 
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should have to g ive b ed and board to an 
abusive wife and share her favors with 
the hired help when he could get rid o f  
her through the courts . T ' Vault did not 
lack c lients . He soon became the f irs t 
Pros ecuting Attorney for Clackamas 
county , and his legal practice led into 
politics . In his f irst year in the wes t  
he was elected to  the second session o f  
the provis ional legislature . His re
cord was impres s ive . He was appointed 
to the committee of rules and became a 
court attendant , wait ing on Governor 
Ab ernathy . He s erved on three commit
tees : the j udiciary , post of ices and 
education . In a second term he was 
appointed c lerk o f  the house at a salary 
of $100 and duties o f  the clerkship pre
vented his s erving on other commit tees . 
He did come out in favor of legislative 
control o f  ardent spirit s ,  and made 
speeches advocating prohibition at tem
perance meetings . Presenting such a 
plat form was a neat trick for T ' Vaul t 
who was known to b e  a periodic drunk . 
He was willing to take a stand for t em
perance b ecause it was a popular issue , 
and he may have felt it would be eas ier 
to swear o f f  the Demon Rum if it was 
outlawed . No matt er how his stand is 
analyzed , his posit ion appear s a lit tle 
sly and deceitful , but politics makes 
strange b edfellows . 

On June 15 , 1846 , the Oregon Treaty 
between the United Stat es and Britain 
had set Oregon ' s  northern boundary at 
the 49th paralle l . Before that agreement 
the pioneers didn ' t  know if they ' d  even
tually be British or Americans , and the 
s ettlement of the dispute was cause for 
c elebration b ecause the emigrants f rom 
the states had hoped to retain their 
American citizenship . The year 1846 
was accordingly a significant one for 
both the Oregon Territory and William 
T ' Vault . 

The Oregon Printing Association had 
been formed in 1845 for the es tab lish
ment of a newspaper . There was need for 
of ficial pub lication o f  the corporate 
acts o f  the new American territory , and 
the directors h ad resolved to establish 
the Oregon Spectator . Col . W . G .  T ' Vault 
was named pres ident of the associat ion 
and several out s tanding men became o f 
ficers : J . W .  Nesmith , vice-president ; 
John P .  Brooks , secretary ; George Ab er
nathy , treasurer ; Robert Newell , John 
E .  Long and John H .  Couch , direc tors . 
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T ' Vaul t , in addition to his o ther en
deavor s  at the time , was also Postmas t er 
General o f  the Oregon Territory , ap
pointed by the Provisional Governor , 
George Ab ernathy . Th� duties o f  this 
pos ition were not so  s trenuous they 
precluded any other activity , and T ' Vaul t , 
with little , if any, previous newspaper 
experience, applied for the pos it ion as 
editor . H . A . G .  Lee , a Virginian o f  good 
educat ion , a f ormer speaker of the house 
in Oregon ' s  Provisional legis lature , was 
looked upon with favor by the director s , 
but he asked for $600 a year . T ' Vaul t , 
who requested a compensation o f  $ 3 0 0 , 
was given the position , making him 
editor o f  Oregon ' s  f irst newspaper , the 
Spectator� which at the height of its  
popularity had a subscription list of  
155  readers . His term of editorship was 
extremely short-lived ; the first edi
torial appeared on February 5 ,  1847 , and 
the las t on April 2 ,  1847 , a total o f  
five is sues in a period o f  eight weeks . 

The d irec tors of the Oregon Printing 
Association had decreed that the paper 
mus t  r emain totally obj ective in its  
reporting and mus t  not express any poli
tical p references . T ' Vault in his salu
tatory in the f irst issue announced that 
he was an advocate of Jeffersonian demo
cracy , and in following issues he was 
unable to keep his political inc linat ions 
from showing . For his fifth issue he 
,vro te a laudatory ob ituary for Andrew 
Jackson . I t  was his swansong . Praise 
for Jackson , his faulty sentence con
struct ion , his imaginative spellin g , 
his failure to present each s ide o f  an 
issue and his disagreements with the 
board b rought about his dismissal . His 
competitor , Mr . Lee , accepted editorship 
and was apparently more willing to con
form to the restrictions . Sens itivity 
and discriminating literary taste have 
never been ascribed to the early Oregon
ians . Although the Board of Directors 
found T ' Vault ' s  syntax sadly lacking , 
the pub lic was less demanding and Mr . 
Lee ' s  fast idiousness as an editor re
sulted in the circulation ' s  dropping to 
100 . 

About the same time T ' Vault gave up 
the postmas t er generalship . During its  
firs t year o f  operation , his system had 
delivered mail by pony express and mail 
boats . It was his duty to pay the riders 
and the pilots , and it had not been a 
lucrative ent erprise . His salary in this 
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appointment was ten per cent o f  the 
total money handled . Although postal 
rates were high for the t ime--50 ¢  p er 
single sheet f rom Missouri via pony ex
press to any Oregon postoffice--he was 
unab le to maintain service . His commis
s ions and his allowance o f  $50 a year 
did no t cover operating expenses and he 
s topped the mail service at the end o f  
the third quarter . The Federal govern
ment then as sumed respon s ib il ity for 
mail d elivery . But he was Oregon ' s  
f irst Postmas t er General , and b eing the 
first of anything is o f  historical con
sequenc e . 

In 1847 T ' Vault successfully campaigned 
for Clackamas County Legislature Repre
sentative to the second Oregon Pro
visional Legis lature . H.l.s opponent was 
Editor Lee o f  the flagging Spectator , 
who had held the polit ical o f f ic e  in 
the f irs t legis lature . Co lonel T ' Vault 
noted in his victory speech that he had 
gained considerable satisfaction in 
"whupping him out . "  When he was not 
serving as representative he continued 
his legal practice , having entered into 
a partnership with Samuel R. Thurston , 
certainly an unsavory choice f or an 
associate . 

A bout this time Dr . John McLoughlin 
severed his connec tions with the 
Hudson ' s  Bay Company and moved to 

Oregon C ity . He had previously p repared 
a home there and he brought his wife and 
family with him ,  having made up his mind 
to renounce his British citizenship and 
become an American citizen .  (His first 
papers were granted in 1851 . )  But he 
soon discovered the change in citizen
ship could not be eff ected until the 
j urisdiction of the United States was 
extended to include the Oregon territory . 
As a British subj ect he was not p er
mitted to make a land claim , and the 
government , as it sometimes does , 
dragged its f eet while American s ettlers 
staked out the mos t  desirable land . 
Congress delayed the action until 185 1 ,  
and when the sovereignty o f  the United 
States was extended over Oregon , the 
settlers c lamored for confirmation o f  
the titles to  their land claims . The 
Hudson ' s  Bay Company was in posses sion 
of vas t  tracks of great value , the 
British continued to occupy them and the 
land issue b ecame a political issue . 

Dr . McLoughlin sought out William 

9 



T ' Vau1t and Samuel Thurston to represent 
him in his c laim . Thurs ton was a 
schemer and a patently d ishones t  poli
tician but he had become a delegate to 
Congres s .  He and T ' Vau1t accep ted Dr . 
McLoughlin ' s  case and agreed to  defend 
his claim . McLoughlin accep t ed their 
word in good faith , but it soon devel
op ed that Thurs ton had ent ered into a 
conspiracy to deprive him o f  his land 
claim in Oregon City . T ' Vau1 t , working 
on his own , appears to have had other 
plans to defraud him . Under the " Squaw 
c lause "  of the Donation Land Claim Ac t 
o f  185 0 ,  a wife was entitled to  her 320  
acres and by some t rick William T ' Vau1t , 
with McLoughlin ' s  writ t en consent and a 
re-working of the Squaw c lause ,  would 
file a c laim on half of the land and 
s imply hold it for him unt i l  he b ecame 
a citizen .  Jesse Applegate , a famous 
frontiersman , heard of T ' Vau1t ' s  scheme 
and realized it had a dis t inct ly f ishy 
odo r . He at once counselled Dr . McLough
lin to dismiss his legal advisers . 
William T ' Vau1t , to his credit , broke 
o f f  his partnership with Thurs ton . But 
Thurs t on was not so eas ily dissuaded 
from his corrupt s cheming . He s ent his 
co-delegates in Congress letters full 
o f  misrepresentation and gross dis
tortion o f  facts , accusing McLoughlin 
of dishonesty , plotting against the 
government and plundering the Oregon 
territory .  The evil intrigue was 
eventually revealed and McLoughlin ' s  
supporters rallied to the cause and 
challenged Thurs ton and his recruits . 
But in that era , early in Oregon ' s  
history , messages and communications 
to and from the east took int ermina1 
int ervals . When the truth was revealed , 
an unfortunate decis ion had already 
been made and Dr . McLoughlin lost 
mos t  of his land . Before the miscar
riage of j us tice could be rectified , 
both S amuel Thurs ton and Dr . McLough
lin had died . The unfortunat e  deci
sion by Congress made the last f ew 
years o f  Dr . McLoughlin ' s  life bit
terly unhappy , and the injustice re
mained tragically uns ettled until 
af t er his death . William T ' Vau1t mus t  
b e  considered guilty b y  association . 
The actual extent o f  his machinations 
have not been revealed , but a report 
in the archives of the Oregon Histori
cal Association , made by Jess e  Apple
gate to  Judge Deady , alleged that 

1 0  

T ' Vau1t was "b ent on annexing half of 
McLoughlin ' s  land for himself . "  There 
is , however ,  no evidence that T ' Vau1t 
was ever successful in any chicanery 
concerning the b enevolent Dr . McLoughlin . 
Earlier McLoughlin had withdrawn from 
the British who c laimed the Oregon t er
ritory , and lent his support and encour
agement to the Americans whom he admired . 
His associa tes said he had "taken into 
his bosom a viper which when warmed into 
life would turn and sting him to death . " 
With thanks to Samuel Thurston--and pos
s ibly William T ' Vau1t--the prophesy was 
realized . 

While living in Oregon C ity , William 
T ' Vau1t b ecame deeply consc ious o f  his 
sinful nature , and sought out Reverend 
George Gary III for counsel . He con
fessed to b eing an adulterer , a gamb ler , 
a hard drinker and a scoundrel . His 
list of t ransgressions is nothing out 
of the ordinary so it ' s  pretty safe to  
bet he ' d  f orgotten or intentionally left 
out a f ew .  He began attending prayer 
meetings and for a period of s everal 
months in the f irst half of 1847  he was 
a faithful member . The Reverend Gary 
was c ertain T ' Vau1t would be an ardent 
convert and take up a life of Christian 
servic e  and dedication . But without 
notice he cancelled his church memb er
ship and gave no explanation for his 
sudden defection . At the same time he 
took his name from the roll of attorneys 
in the Supreme Court , giving his· reason 
as extreme dissatisfact ion with a 
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dec is ion made by Judge Thornton . The 
j ud ge was also a memb er o f  Reverend 
Gary ' s  congregat ion and it is likely 
that T ' Vault dec ided he ' d  not j oin any 
associat ion that would have the j udge 
as a member . 

G eneral Joseph Lane , the territorial 
governor , decided to try his hand 
at mining for gold in northern 

California , and he invited William 
T ' Vault to j oin him in his venture .  
With a party of fifteen white men and 
fourteen Klickitat Indians , the group 
lef t Oregon City in May 1850 . On their 
way Lane planned to make a treaty with 
the Takelmas in southern Oregon . Fre
quently travelers who passed through 
that area had been at tacked and their 
horses had been taken . The peace par
ley took place near the mouth of Bear 
Creek and after successfully--tempo
rarily--completing negotiations , the 
Lane and T ' Vault party moved south to 
the Klamath River where they panned 
for gold with only moderate success and 
T ' Vault soon returned to Oregon City . 

U pon his return to the Willamette 
valley , he was hired by Maj or Phil 
Kearney , who had been ordered to 

move his troops of mounted riflemen 
from Fort Vancouver to  Missouri by way 
of Fort Benicia , California . William 
T ' Vault , who had recently traveled over 
at least half of the j ourney , felt he 
was an experienced guide , and accepted 
the pos t .  When they reached the Rogue 
River valley , they discovered the 
Indians had failed to keep the treaty 
they had made with General Lane , and 
had become so bold they made threats 
against the Kearney-T ' Vault party . 

Kearny divided his men into two groups, 
surprising the Indians with simulta
neous attacks from two s ides . The In
dians f led in confus ion , but soon ral
lied and repelled three at tacks made 
by Kearney ' s  men . Af ter four days of 
fighting T ' Vault and Kearney realized 
further battle with the Takelmas was 
futile and , upon Governor Gains ' arri
val in southern Oregon in an ef fort to 
make peace , Kearney and T ' Vault con
tinued on to Fort Benicia , after which 
T ' Vault returned saf ely to Oregon City 
with no diff iculty on the return trip 
from the unpredictable Takelmas . 

� 
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W illiam T ' Vaul t , who by this 
time was an acknowledged fron
tiersman and t rail b la zer , 

capab le o f  survlvlng in the wilderness 
and a natural leader o f  men , contracted 
to  lead a survey party in f inding an 
overland route from Port Orford to the 
mines in northern California . A pre
vious effort , made in June 1851 , by 
Captain William Tichenor , who was look
ing for a mail and supply route to the 
interior valleys and the mines , had 
ended in failure because o f  hostile 
Ind ians . 

In the early fall T ' Vault set out f rom 
Port Orford with a company o f  men on 
horseback and a train o f  pack animals . 
Relying completely on his own resources 
for the f irst time , T ' Vault s truck out 
in a senseless manner . Paying no atten
t ion to mountain ridges and the natural 
d irection of s treams , he led his men to 
a mountain top , plunged over the crest 
and down the s lope to the b o ttom and back 
up the next elevation , s lashing through . 
the heavy underbrush with no cons is tent 
pattern . Following the rapid pace set 
by Colonel T ' Vault , the men were unable 
to  charter their s teps . In the confusion 
their supplies were lo s t , they became 
hungry and rebellious , and constantly 
faced the peril of unf riendly Indians . 

Eventually the men rebelled . They in
formed T ' Vault that they were abandoning 
the ass ignment--and their know-it-all 
leader . They would return to Port Orford 
and he could look after himself . He had 
got into this unchartered fores t , he could 
f ind his own way out . It is evident that 
the colonel had been nagged by some self 
doub t  and had been far f rom happy with 
the developments . He was distinctly 
emotional about the whole unsuccessful 
undertaking and sank down upon a log and 
sobbed uncontrollably . Half o f  the men , 
untouched by the colonel ' s  unmanly tears , 
departed the spot without a backward 
glance . In due time they made their way 
safely back to Port Orford . But Cyrus 
Hedden , one of the men who remained , de
c lared he would die rather than abandon 
a b leep-b leep coward and persuaded nine 
o thers to continue with the original plan 
and make their way out o f  the predicament 
together . T ' Vault , grateful f or their 
loyalty , promised them a bonus . 

They were near the Rogue River and 
T ' Vault believe he could strike the old 
Hudson ' s  Bay trail that actually lay many 
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miles to the eas t , but , b ewildered and 
unc ertain , he led the men almos t  direct ly 
north and they b ecame helplessly lost . 

Subsis ting on root s  and b erries and 
what ever game they could bag , they made 
exceedingly s low progres s . Eventually 
the undergrowth b ecame so thick the 
horses could no longer make their way 
through and they were left b ehind . 

In this almost imp enetrable thicket o f  
bracken and brushwood they came upon a 
friendly Indian boy . O ther Indians had 
probab ly ob served theln for s everal days , 
but this boy indicated he could lead 
them out of the mountains . Fo llowing 
him , they at last came to a river . 
There the exhausted men found a couple 
of Indians with canoes who agreed to 
take them to the mouth o f  the river . 
They b elieved they were on the Umpqua , 
but they were so confused and so dis
oriented they were actually on the north 
fork of the Coquille , and would eventu
ally r each Scott sburg . Several of the 
men were reluc tant to trust the Indians 
but they were outnumbered and outvo ted 
and all of them got into the canoes and 
started down the river . They made rapid 
pro gress and soon r eached a spot not far 
from the mouth o f  the river where there 
was an Indian settlement . 

Some of the men d emanded that they 
stop and b eg for food , trusting the 
natives would prove to be friendly . The 
others , unwilling to risk their lives 
by approaching pos s ib ly t reacherous 
Indians , argued loudly . While they 
bickered the Indian p ilots allowed the 
canoes to drift towards shore and the 
Coquilles , armed with c lub s , paddles 
and knives , waded out into the wat er to 
meet them.  

The men soon discovered they were sur
rounded and began f ight ing for their 
lives . Hundreds of Indian warriors 
as sailed them from every s ide . The at
tack was so unexpected and the confus ion 
of yells , whoops and b lows so loud that 
the men found it impossib le to defend 
themselves . 

T ' Vault suddenly found himself in the 
river , and noticed that not far away 
one o f  his men , Gilbert Brush , was 
floundering in the wat er as an Indian 
in a c anoe was standing over him , beat
ing him over the head with a paddle . 
The water about him was red with b lood . 

As T ' Vault watched he saw a canoe 
pushed away from shore and in it s tood 
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the Indian boy who had guided them from 
the mountains id e . When the young brave 
was close enough to Brush ' s  attacker , 
he knocked him over the s ide o f  the 
canoe with his paddle , helped the badly 
wounded Brush into his canoe , and then 
headed for the opposite shore . Picking 
up T ' Vault , he handed him the paddle , 
j umped over the side and swam back to 
the village . T ' Vault rowed rapidly to 
the far side o f  the river unnotic ed by 
the o thers in the chaos o f  battle . 

Near the river ' s  edge T ' Vault and 
Brush waded ashore , s tripped off  their 
wet outer clothes to allow them more 
f reedom and ran into the thick under
growth . Hidden from the attacking 
Indians they sank exhausted to the ground 
and T ' Vault suddenly became aware that 
Brush , suffering from his wounds and 
shock, had laps ed into unconsciousness . 
Deciding that by s taying with Brush , he 
would only put both o f  them into j eop
ardy , he left the unconscious man to 
f end for himself and hit out for the 
coas t , where he came upon another group 
of Indians . They were not b ent on 
killing as were the o thers he had j us t  
left , but they did relieve him of his 
underwear and send him on his way as 
b are as a Persian melon , in which s tate 
he arrived in Port Orford two days 
later . Gilbert Brush came dragging in 
on the third day , exhausted and weak 
from loss of b lood but s till alive . 

T ' Vault , aware that the tragic epi
sode was c lear evidence that the Co
quille Indians had no intention of main
taining friendly rela tions with the 
whites , wrote his account of the battle 
in a report to Dr . Anson Dar t , Superin
tendent of Indian Af fairs . In his let
ter , which appeared in the Oregon Specta
tor , he had understandab ly f orgotten 
that he had left Gilb ert Brush in an un
cons cious s tate in ext remely hos tile 
Indian country , and in his communica
t ion , has them arriving to gether in 
Port Orford . 

In thp. bat:t l e  at thp. Coquille village , 
from which T ' Vault had escaped , f ive of 
the whites were b eaten to death with 
c lub s and paddles while three of the 
remaining men managed to f ight their 
way to shore , where they ran for the 
woods and eventually e luded their pur
suers . These men were L . L .  Williams , 
a pioneer who later moved to Ashland , 
Cyrus Hedden , T ' Vault ' s  defender on the 



mountain , and T . J . Davenport from Mas sa
chusetts . They made their way , battered 
and famished , to  the white settlement at 
the mouth of the Umpqua . The murdered 
men were Patrick Murphy , A . S . Dougherty , 
John P .  Ho lland , Jeremiah Ryland , and 
J . P .  Pepper . 

T he story o f  L . L .  Williams ' esc ap e  
appeared in Indian Wars in Oregon� 
a book published in 1890 . 

Will iams was attacked as he s tepped 
ashore by two powerful savages , who en
deavored to seize his rifle . This b eing 
accidentally discharged frightened them 
away for a moment , giving him an oppor
tunity to attempt to  force his way 
through the swarm o f  dusky demons who 
sought to arres t his f light o r  to pos
sess themse lves of his gun . What with 
this attemp t , and having to use it as a 
club , there was soon nothing lef t o f  i t  
but the naked barrel . But he was youn g , 
strong and f leet o f  foot , and though 
once f elled to the ground , succeeded in 
fighting himself free from the crowd and 
escaping towards the fores t .  As he ran 
across the open ground , an arrow struck 
him in the left s ide below the ribs , 
penetrating the abdomen and bringing him 
to a sudden s top . Finding that he could 
not take a s tep , he quickly drew out the 
shaf t ,  which b roke off , one j oint of its  
length with the barb being left in his 
body . In his excitement he was uncon
scious of any pain , and ran on with , for 
a while , a dozen Indians in pursuit , the 
number f inally dwindling down to two , who 
took turns in shoot ing arrows at him . 
Being in despair o f  escaping and irri
tated by their persis tanc e ,  he turned 
pursuer , but when he ran after one , the 
other shot at him from behind . At this 
critical moment the suspenders of his 
pantaloons gave way , letting them f all 
about his f eet , compelling him to s top to 
kick them o f f . At the same time his eyes 
and mouth were filled with blood from a 
wound on his head ; and , as blind and de
spairing , he turned toward the fores t , 
he fell headlong . This was a signal f or 
his pursuers to  rush upon him . In the 
hands of the foremost one was a gun which 
he attempted to f ire , and failed . Says 
Williams in his narrative : "The sickening 
sensat ions of the last half hour were a t  
once dispelled when I realized that the 
gun had refused to f ire . I was on my 
feet in a moment , rif le barrel in hand . 

Instead o f  running , I s tood f irm ,  and 
the Indian with the rifle also met me 
with it drawn by the breech . The criti
cal moment of the whole af fair had ar
rived , and I knew it  mus t  be the f inal 
s truggle . My first two or three b lows 
failed utterly , and I received some 
severe bruis es ; but fortune was on my 
side , and a lucky b low given with un
usual force fell upon my anta gonist , 
killing him almost ins tant ly . I seized 
the gun , a sharp report followed and I 
had the satisfaction o f  seeing my re
maining pursuer stagger and fall dead . "  

Williams then , expecting to die , lay 
down in the wood s , but was discovered 
by Hedden , who was uninj ured , and who ,  
with the assistance o f  some friendly 
Umpquas brought him in six days to the 
Umpqua river , where the brig� Almira� 
Captain Gibb s , was lying , which took 
the refugees to  Gardiner . The wound in 
Williams ' abdomen discharged f or a year ; 
but it was f our years before the arrow
head worked out , and seven years before 
the broken sha f t  was expelled . 

Still c ertain that Port Orford would 
be the Oregon gat eway to the mines in 
northern Calif ornia , Colonel T ' Vault 
returned to Oregon City to purchase 
merchand ise and s tock which he intended 
to ship to the coastal outpos t  where he 
had decided to estab lish a general store 
and trading post . He inst ructed his 
family to pack their belongings and pre
pare for the move , and arrangements were 
nearly complete when word reached the 
Willamette valley that John Pool and 
Jim Cluggage had discovered gold in 
southern Oregon . 

T ' Vault was always eager to b e  the 
first man on any proj ec t ,  and it was 
certain that the general exodus to the 
Rogue River valley would have William 
T ' Vault in the f ront ranks . His family 
had already packed their worldly pos
sessions and they could go in one direc
tion as well as ano ther , so he cancelled 
his orders for s tock and supplies , de
posited his family in the wagon , hitched 
up the team and headed for the Rich Gulch 
country . 

It was early in January , 185 2 .  

Colonel William T ' Vault 's adventures 
in southern Oregon� where he became a 
first citizen� will appear in the next 
issue of the Table Rock Sentinel . 
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e 8ditoltiat 
us t about every public school j our
nalism s tudent knows that editorials 
are supposed to do one--or more--of 
four things : teach , attack , defend , 

praise . The student knows also that 
the editorial writer is expressing his 
own viewpoint , which may or may not 
pres ent the policy o f  the paper , and 
that it is his respons ibility to write 
it . The reader may disagree with the 
convict ion expressed in the editorial , 
he may write a letter to the editor to  
challenge it , but he mus t  not que s tion 
the editor ' s  right to say it . The edi
torial viewpoint may not emb race the 
winning cause and his endorsement o f  a 
political c andidate may be the kiss o f  
death but , b y  George , he has the r ight 
to say it . 

If  one disagrees too vehemently , he 
may buy a defunc t printing pres s , ap
point himself editor and editorialize 
through the entire sheet . .  He mus t , how
ever , be prepared to be attacked j us t  
a s  h e  attacked , and , like T ' Vault ' s  suc
cessor at the Oregon Spectator , to face 
sagging sub scription lists . 

In researching old newspapers for  
fact s  about early southern Oregon resi
dents , one often comes upon an editorial 
designed for the time , but which also 
has a current interes t .  One item by 
itself is somewhat insignif icant , but a 
small collection o f  pertinent editorials 
may be o f  interes t .  

The first of these comes under the 
category� praise . Since it was written) 
the Garden of Eden has lost some of its 
luster� but under the smog and the com
pulsive daily struggle� a place suspi
ciously like a suburb of Paradise may be 
detected. 

Medford Mail Tribune� February 6 ,  1913  

GARDEN OF  EDEN f!} rofessor Charles Hallock , archeo
logist , asserts that Cain , son o f  
Adam , established the first city 

in America at Klamath , Oregon , and that 
it was called Enoch . North America is 
asserted to be the biblical land of Nod . 
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As the B ib le says : "Cain went out from 
the presence o f  the Lord and dwelt in 
the land o f  Nod , on the east of Eden , "  
therefore the Garden of Eden mus t  have 
been the Rogue River valley , which con
f irms an old suspicion . It st ill pre
serves many of the characteristics of 
paradise ,  notwithstanding the ravages 
of time . 

As Eden was famous for its apples of 
old , so is the Rogue River valley f amous 
for its apples today and no one c an 
blame Adam for falling when tempted by 
a Rogue River Spit zenburg in the hand 
of Eve . 

Adam knew a good thing when he s aw it-
as did the angel o f  the Lord when he 
selected this section as the mos t  per
fect on earth and es tablished Paradise . 

One thing is  certain , of all the sites 
suggested for Paradise , none more com
pletely f ills the bill than our p ic tur
esque and p leasing valley , where "every 
prospect p leases and man alone is vile . "  

George Putnam 

The following editorial--an attack-� 
puts the screws to the city council to 
spruce up Medford 's parking lot .  If you 
think the shortage of downtown parking 
and the dented fenders and crumpled bum
pers at a shopping center lot are cause 
for complaint� you should have experi
enced the Riverside Avenue hitching post.  (O(,0)®)Oj 
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Mail Tribune� February 23 , 1911 

PUBLIC HITCHING RACKS NEEDED f!J� the f armer , fruit grower and out
side resident s , Medford ' s  greatest 
defic iency is a public hitching rack 

where teams can be left without resort-
ing to livery s tables . 

The city ' s  lot on Riverside avenue is 
now used for this purpose . It is ent irely 
inadequate ,  mire , a foot deep or more in 
depth , covers the surface . It does not 
begin to be large enough . 

If use o f  this lot is contained , it  
should be macadamized so  that a farmer 
will not go over his shoe tops and a 
horse over his ankles in the mud . . •  This 
is a subj ect of vital interest to the 
country dweller , and it is up to the 
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city council and the merchants ' associa
tion to s ee that this needed convenience 
is provided . G . P .  

If the constable pinches a modish mem
ber of the fair sex and absconds with 
her mil linery when fashion has dictated 
that she wear an endangered species on 
her head� just what 's a poor girl to do ? 

rr� 
Medford Mail Tribune� Feb ruary 16 , 1911 

UNLAWFUL MILLINERY jfeizure at Portland o f  millinery 
c ontaining plumage o f  Chinese 
pheasants has called attention to 

the violation of the law by many women 
of Med ford who adorn their headgear 
with the feathers of this unlawfully 
slaughtered game b ird . 

The law not only forbids killing of 
pheasants in Jackson county , but also 
the wearing of the plumage of the bird . 

The law :  "Any person who shall have 
in their possessions the f eathers , car
cas s or any portion of any d ead ring
necked or Chinese pheasant shall be 
deemed gui1ty . "  . . .  The f ine is not less 
than $ 25 or more than $150 . G . P .  

Trouble with the location of the rail
road? 

Why not put it on a sturdy e levation� 
held aloft over the pedestrians by huge 
concrete columns� and run it through 
town along Bear Creek? It will  greatly 
beautify the city and produce a shady 
refuge along the limpid stream during 
sweltering days . 

�'c4� 
Medford Tribune� February 19 , 1 9 11 . 

�he disgraceful condition o f  the ()� S outhern Pacific right o f  way � through Medford is an argument for 
the r emoval o f  the tracks to  Bear Creek . 

• •  Pi1es of lumber , tiers o f  cordwood , 
movabl e  lunch wagons , j unk p iles , de
bris of all kinds , bill-board s , co llap
sin g  and flimsily cons tructed shacks 
and warehouses make this s tretch of 
the mos t  va1uab:1e business property in 
the c ity an eyesore to the community . 

. . •  Within a year or two crossings will 
have to be made at Sixth and at Ninth 
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s treets , and each year will see a demand 
for more crossings . Every one o f  them will 
be a menace to life and expens ive to 
maintain while if the tracks were placed 
along Bear creek , all crossings would be 
by bridges and endanger no one . 

. . I t  is  all right for a railroad to  
split a country village into two sections 
but it is not right that a c i ty furnish
ing so large amount of traffic be so ham
pered in its upbui1ding . G . P .  

Shortly after the turn of the century 
the local editors became a little leery 
about the greatheartedness of Andrew 
Carnegie . Could municipalities which ac
cepted gifts from him be aiding and abet
ting in salvaging his self-image and 
shuckir� his reputation as a nogoodnik? 

Democratic Times� May 2 7 , 1903 . 9J) iscussing the b enefactions o f  Andrew 
Carnegie , the Oregonian s ays that 
"gifts of l ibraries to cities and 

towns which are able to support them
selves nourishes a spirit that is destruc
tive of protective pride and dignity . "  
The town of Saugus , Mass . ,  has refused 
to accept a Carnegie gift sayin g  that it 
will continue to pay for its own library 
as for its s treets and other pub lic in
stitutions . The people o f  Stoneham , in 
the s ame s tate , have accepted $ 15 , 000 
f rom Mr . Carnegie for a library building ; 
but only after a c lose vote . A number o f  
the leading citizens of the town protes ted 
against the evil consequences of depending 
upon the benefact ions of rich men saying 
that "a community no more than an indi
vidual c an indulge in begging . "  

CHARLES NICKELL 

1 5  



Maybe Saugus> Mass . >  could afford to be 
choosy but by January> 1 9 1 1 >  in Medford> 
the fat was in the fire . A gift was a 
gift. If the money was a tittle tainted> 
the donees could turn their noses away 
from the wind. After a l l> the board of 
directors were leading citizens and were 
certainly not responsible if the odor 
offended a small number of overdiscrimi
nating citizens . 

r1� 
Medford Tribune> January 1 2 , 1911 . 

LIBRARY BOARD ASKS CARNEGIE FOR $ 2 0 , 00 0  

Requesting a sum o f  $ 2 0 , 000 with which 
to erect a public library here , the li
b rary board o f  the city of Medford has 
written to Andrew Carnegie , the Pitts
burg ironmaster . The communication sets 
forth the recent action of the city 
council in including in the levy an 
as sessment equal to about $ 2 0 , 000 per 
annum for the maint enance of such an 
ins titution and outlines a method by 
means of private subscriptions , enter
tainments , etc . 

The present plans o f  the board which 
is composed of Mayor W . H .  Canon , Mrs . 
Porter J .  Neff , Mrs .  B . P .  Theiss ,  Mrs . 
F . E .  Merrick , Mrs . F . W .  Hollis and 
Mes sr s  W . I .  Vawter , John R .  Allen , J . E .  
Wat t  and Ed Andrews , i s  t o  build a li
brary in the space in the c ity park 
formerly occupied by the water tower . 

GEORGE PUTNAM 

Unfortunately the few fas tidious ob
jectors included the editor. He did not 
hesitate to express his opinion> and he 
had facts to support his attack> but his 
was really only a voice crying in the 
wilderness . 

Medford Mail  Tribune> March 16 , 1911 . 

LOCATING THE CARNEGIE LIBRARY #t is hoped that the Carnegie library 
will not be located on the b lock 
owned by the city b etween city park 

and the Washington scho o l . [ It is . ]  . . •  

The Carnegie library building will cos t  
$ 2 0 , 00 0 . To spoil a $100 , 000 locat ion 
by a d inky $20 , 000 structure is no t 
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good business j udgment . There ought to 
be p lenty of sites available for library 
purposes that can be ob tained at a 
reasonab le f igure if no t offered free . 

The Carnegie library doesn ' t  appeal 
very s trongly to the Mail Tribune . It 
has no admiration for Andr ew Carnegie 
and does not think much of the city ' s  
cooperating with him to erect a monument 
to  keep his name green f or futurity--and 
that is all it amounts to . Medf ord is 
abundantly ab le to build its own library 
building , when needed . 

Carnegie , whose self-satisfied smirk 
is in every magazine , made his money by 
exploiting the pub lic . He corrupted the 
government to secure millions by means 
o f  an unj us t and oppressive tariff that 
pauperized the many to enrich the few .  
He swindled i t  selling armor f or battle
ship s . No s lave-owner in history ever 
treated his workmen more like chattels 
than this self-styled b enefactor of 
humanity . When they could b ear it no 
longer and struck , this guardian angel 
of peace had them shot down like b easts 
and imported the peasant hordes o f  cen
t ral Europe to take their p laces . 

Tainted money can build libraries so 
that the babes of the future can lisp 
his name , but not all his millions can 
buy Carnegie the homa�e or respect of  

' the discerning . GEORGE PUTNAM 

The city paid little attention to the 
editor 's nagging. The planners and the 
board> who were making this generous gift 
to southern Oregon> apparently brushed 
him off easily . Giants are always picked 
at by gnats . Mr. Putnam realized he had 
embraced a futile cause> but he couldn 't 
resist one final dart . In 1911  there 
were few preservationists . Medford had 
been in existence less than thirty years 
and> ye gods> what was so sacred about a 
tree ?  You could grow another one in a 
hundred years . 

m 
Medford Mai l Tribune> September 7 ,  1911 . 

TREE IN PARK IS CUT ; NO EXCUSE OFFERED OJrhoever staked out the site o f  the 
Carnegie library building in the 
city park is guilty of gross care

lessness . 
With plenty of room to avoid doing so , 
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the building was p laced where it was 
necessary t o  cut down one of the larges t 
oaks in the park . 

The b eauty o f  the city park depends 
ent irely upon the trees therein . The of
fense was agumented by the fact that the 
tree is one planted by the hand of nature 
and not by the hand of man . It ha d s tood 
there for years and had attained a splen
did growth , the trunk being about two 
feet in diameter . 

There is no excuse tenab le for the cut
ting of the t ree . By moving the building 
only f ive o r  ten f eet towards the street 
the tree could have been saved . G . P .  

This may have been the first official 
protest in Medford about cutting a tree . 
Saving the 0 ld oak., however � becomes in
significant when one considers that the 
splendid palace� with its marble halls 
drenched in almost seventy-five years of 
library tradition� is sti l l  standing on 
that valuable p lot� thanks to a handful 
of preservationists� who not long ago 
saved it from the wrecking ball of pro
gress . And there 's no better place for 
a little nap . 

In January� 1 91 2� the board filed its 
report and the library was off and running . 
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LIBRARY BOARD FILES ITS REPORT 

The c ity library b oard f illed the follow� 
ing annual report with the c ity council 
Tuesday evening . 

Number o f  books . • . . • . . • . • . • • • . . •  1926 
Number o f  patrons . • . • . • • . • • • . • . .  1814 
Number o f  out-of-city patrons . . . .  29 
Circulation of books • • • . • . • • • • • • .  9684 

RECEIPTS 

City appropriations . • • . • • • • •  

Appropriations (uncollected) . 
Now in treasury • • . . • • • • • . . . • •  

Fines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Books • . . . • . . • • . • . . . • . . • • . • . • . .  

Librarian ' s  salary . • . • • • . • • • • .  

Janitor ' s  salary • • • . • • • • • • . • . .  

Rook case . . . • • • • . . • • . . • • • . . . • .  

Pos tage and express • • • . • • . • • . .  

Advertising bids and printing . 
Insurance on the buildin g  • . . . •  

Balance in treasury • • . • • • . • • . •  

$1002 . 7 3 
6 9 . 0 7 

542 . 98 
7 2 . 2 3 

$ 5 14 . 16 
248 . 45 

8 . 00 
30 . 00 
16 . 5 0 
2 0 . 5 2 

128 . 8 7  
426 . 54 
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The next editorial is a good example 
of the writer 's taking a stand with the 
minority . Mr. Ruhl 's  attack on the 
K. K. K. in 1922 was in vain. The secret 
organization continued its influence in 
southern Oregon� reaching its peak in 
1925� three years after R. W. R. had first 
foreseen the threat . g(,i78'� 
Medford Mail Tribune� April 24 , 1922  

TIME TO CALL A HALT 

�he expected has happened . One man ()� has b een killed , another is near � death , as the result o f  a band o f  
masked men in Los Angeles , taking the 
law into their own hands . As usual the 
Gob l in of the Ku Klux Klan arises to 
deny all responsibility . Of course , a 
secret order , with secret circles with
in s ecret circles , can always d eny re
spons ibility when its activit ies , day 
or night , are hidden behind robes and 
masks . 

But this much is certain . Wherever 
the K . K . K .  has b een established in this 
country , eas t ,  west , nor th or south,  
communities which have not been troub led 
by d epredations of masked men in year s , 
are troub led by them at once . • .  It will 
take overwhelming evidence here , in 
Los Angeles or anywhere els e , to con
vince the man in the street that the 
K . K . K .  is in no way respons ib le for 
these continued outrages which are 
throwing communit ies throughout the 
country into fear and confus ion . 

Regret table as this tragedy is , how
ever , the sacrifice may not have b een 
in vain , if it will arouse the American 
peop le to their danger , and result in 
cleaning up this underground lawlessness 
once and for all . The is sue is plain . 
If any group of masked men is to b e  al
lowed to take the law into their own 
hands ,  then the ent ire fabric of c ivi
lization falls , and we go back to the 
middle ages , with everyone toting a s ix 
shooter with no one safe and the mos t  
successful citizen ,  the Bolshevik who 
is quickest on the trigger . R . W . R .  

In 1921 the editor of the Tidings 
tried his hand as a fashion forecaster. 
He wasn ' t  much of a prophet� but then 
no one really is when it comes to femi
nine notions . 
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ashion dictators say that feminine 
trousers are to b e  relegated to the 
place of their origin--the boudo ir 

and the b each . [ Pants are ] all right as 
a novelty garment but as such have been 
doomed to  oblivion in the ball room and 
the street . Rather than the ruf fled pet
ticoats o f  grandmother ' s  days , and who 
knows , maybe the lace trimmed panties 
too , are to b e  in vogue soon . Veils , 
feathers , ribbons seem j ust around the 
corner . Anon. 

The question of censorship is always �ith 
us; it 's  age old.  One can only take h�s 
stand with Jimmy Walker who said� "I 
never knew a girl who was ruined by a 
book. " The protestors of 1923 should 
read a page or two at random from some 
of the gems that can be picked up at your 
friendly supermarket.  

~ 
Medford Mail Tribune� March 1923 

FIGHTING NAUGHTY BOOKS 

Another crusade against naughty books 
has been launched . It is proclaimed 
from the front page of New York City 

newspapers that the f ive naught ies t  books 
are Schnitz ler ' s  Casanova 's Homecoming� 
D . H .  Lawrence ' s  Women in Love� The Diary 
of a Young Girl� The Satyricon of Pe
tronius� and Jurgen. 

We heartily commend the movement as far 
as its purposes are concerned . But its 
methods are ridiculous . Giving front 
page pub licity to  thes e books , far from 
leading to their suppression , will merely 
result in larger sales . 

The forbidden is always attract ive . 
Curiosity is the corner stone of depravity . 
Unless we are much mistaken this crusade 
will lead thousands of people to read 
these books , who without the public ity 
would never have thought of wasting time 
on them .  

There i s  unques tionably an epidemic o f  
pornographic excess in the literary 
world today . The best way to check this 
neurosis is to leave it alone . Attempting 
legal suppress ion merely stimulates the 
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public imag ination and extends the 
poison • . •  

The sex s pasms will pass , j us t  as all 
other spasms pas s . The public will soon 
tire o f  it  and when the pub lic t ires , 
the harves t  ceases . To s tart a newspaper 
crusade will merely prolong the disease , 
which Nature , if left alone , would soon 
conquer .  ROBERT W .  RUHL 

Sometimes Nature is a slow worker. 

Wasn 't  the speed limit on the highways 
25 miles per hour in 1 921 ? A visit to 
Crater Lake took four hours one way> and 
a round trip in one day was a drag . An 
overnight stay at the well-furnished> 
comfortable lodge was a pleasure and on 
many weekends dance orchestras p layed> 
roaring fires blazed away in the fire
places and the guests wore their g lam
orous bes t .  A visit to the lake was 
cause for a celebration. 

Medford Mai l  Tribune> August 29 , 1 9 2 1 . 

A NEW CRATER LAKE gn former years everyone was im
p res s ed by the natural beaut ies o f  
Crater Lake , but after the f irst  

gasp , there was an awkward pause .  It 
was like ent ering a beautiful residence , 
expec t ing t o  greet an old friend , but 
finding no one at home . There was no one 
at home at Crater Lake , ins ide the lodge 
or out . Aft er a f ew "Ohs " and "Ahs " and 
a leaving o f  cards , as it were , one was 
eager to get away . 

This year there is a decidedly home-
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like atmosphere at the lake . One f eels 
it immediately upon entering the lodge . 
You are not greeted as if you were 
merely an animated f ive dollar bill , 
welcome solely as a contributor to 
household expenses , but as a human being 
on a pilgrimage of devotion . Will S teel , 
the father o f  Crater Lake , puts this 
over . He is behind the counter to greet 
you , not as another cus tomer , but as 
another cand idat e  for initiation into 
the Mystic Order of Crater Lake en
thusias t s . 

Moreover the entire hotel staf f  is on 
its toes . They are all new and they 
have the enthus iasm of fresh recruits . 
Not only is the table excellent , but 
the service comb ines beauty and effi
ciency to a remarkable degree . 

At night the gues ts gather around the 
f ire like a large and happy family . 
There is music furnished by members o f  
the hotel staf f ,  and there i s  danc ing 
entered into even by those who climbed 
Garfield Peak in the afternoon . 

Then Will S teel usually gives a little 
talk on Crater Lake , its history and 
formation , which is j ust what the visi
tors are eager to hear , and about ten 
o ' clock everyone trots off to bed . 

It may be merely the difference be
tween good hotel management and no hotel 
management at all . But there s eems to be 
something more--the creation o f  atmos
phere in it . This appears to be the 
supreme achievement of the Crater Lake 
management of 1921 . 

ROBERT W .  RUHL 
� 

Has the once gracious old lodge out
Uved its era? 
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!JbutitfYt,n @ie!l{)n tJlfJt{)iical!Jbcie';t 
9J)innfYt - (jj)(l;Jue 
JVende/J(j! fInn 

2300 Crater Lake Highway 
Medford , Oregon 

Cash Bar - 6 : 00 PM 
Dinner - 7 :  00 PM 

Program - 8 :  00 PM 
Dance - 9 :  00-12 : 0 0  PM 

Cocktail Music by Ray Lewis 
Dance Music by The Rogue Valley 

Jaz z Quintet - Dance Music of the 
30s - 40s and 50s 

$14 . 00 per person 

Reservations to : 
Maureen Smith 

S . O . H . S .  
P . O . Box 480 

Jacksonville , OR 9 75 30 

Deadline : May 13 , 1985 
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D i r e c to r ' s  Repo r t  . N i c k C l a rk 

It seems nearly impos sible , but one year has passed s ince our 
society prepared its last annual report .  I t  has been a busy and 
rewarding year---one in which we may all take pride ! 

The Chappell-Swedenburg House Museum in Ashland opened in 
October of 19 8 4  and has become a tremendous success . Thousands 
have toured the exhibits and are responding to the need for collect
ing materials from southern Jackson County . Nan Hannon and the 
ever helpful and enthusiastic docents are giving every e ffort to 
insure that our society ' s  investment in the heritage of southern 
Jackson County pays maximum dividenas, and we are most appreciative . 

The living history program at Beekman House was a fine success thanks to the efforts 
of our Curator of Interpretation , Dawna Curler , and her staff and volunteers . The 
vis itation was up considerably at Beekman House and visitors left wonderful comments 
about how much living history heightened the enj oyment of their experience . The program 
will grow this year with the addition of the Beekman Bank . Our primary purpose as a 
society i s  to e du c a t e  the public regarding the history of Jackson County and the new 
programs at Beekman House and Bank greatly assist in realiz ing that goal . 

The new Southern Oregon Historical Society Archives ,  located at White City ,  will 
enhance the professional way in which the society cares for its paper documents and 
photographs as well as all of the officials records of Jackson County . The 6 0 ' x7 5 ' 
building will have climate controlled storage , a conservation laboratory , and space to 
keep all of the photographs and documents from our area for many generations .  We look 
forward to the opening of the facility with great enthusiasm. 

Within the next month, you will be receiving the 1984-1985 Annual Report .  The above 
information and a great deal more will be included . We hope that you will read it care
fully in order that you might share the great pride which is ours to share in the Southern 
Oregon Historical Society .  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

M EMB E R SH I P  T O P S  2 0 0 0  

We are very p l eased to announce that the Southern Oregon His torical Soci e ty ' s  member
ship now exceeds 2 , 0 0 0 . Not 1 0  years ago , the soc iety had less than 300 member� and w� 
are very p l eased that so many folks have j oined in the effort to preserve the rlch her l 
tage of the Rogue Va l l ey .  

Al though we are del ighted with the support you have shown , we hope that you ' ll en 
couyage your friends and ne ighbors to j oin in supporti ng the society ' s  pr?gyams by becom
ing a memb er . Our goal is to have 5 0 0  new members by July of 1986 and wlth your help , 
we ' ll succeed ! You ' l l find a membership blank on the back page for your use . Won ' t  you 
p l ease find a new member and h e lp us in preserving our heritage for future generations ? 
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W o rk e r s  f r om t h e  J .  B .  
S t e e l  C omp a ny c omp l e t e 
e x t e r i o r s i d in g  f o r  t h e  
n ew S o u t h e rn O r e g o n  H i s 
t o r i c a l  S o c i e ty Ar c h i v e . 

S.O.H.S. Phofo 
by Nick Clark 

N EW AR C H I VE F AC I L I TY N EA R S  COMP L ET I ON 

T h e  e x c i t eme n t  i s  b u i l d i n g  a s  t h e n ew a r ch i v e  f a c i l i t y o f  t h e  S ou t h e r n  
O r e g on H i s t or i c a l S o c i e ty n e a r s  c o mp l e t i on .  " I t  w i l l  b e  s o  n i c e  t o  have 
t h e s p a c e  t o  p r op e r l y  s t o r e  a n d  c a r e  for a l l  of t h e s e  imp o r t an t  p a p e r s  a n d  
p h o t o g r ap h s "  s a i d  a s s i s t an t l i b r a r i an L i n d a  W i e s e n . "We h av e  n e e d e d  t h i s  
f o r  y e a r s  and i t  s e em s  l i k e  a d r e am c om e  t ru e , "  s h e  c on t i nu e d . 

W e  a r e  a l l  v e ry a n x i o u s  t o  s e e  t h i s  d r e a m  c ome t r u e . W h i l e  we h ave 
d o n e  t h e  b e s t  j ob p o s s i b l e  t o  s av e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d o cument s ,  p h o t o 
g r ap h s  and g l a s s  p l a t e  n e g a t iv e s , t h e  t a s k  h a s  n o t  b e e n e a sy in t h e  c r amp e d  
q u a r t e r s av a i l ab l e  i n  t h e  o l d  c o u r t h o u s e  mu s eum . The t h r e e  r o o m s  wh e r e  mo s t  
d o c um e n t s a r e  p r e se n t l y  s t o r e d h a v e  a c omb i n e d s qu a r e  f o o t a g e  o f  ab ou t  1 , 0 0 0  
s qu a r e  f e e t . Th e n ew b u i l d ing w i l l  h ave r o o m  t o  s t o r e  ab o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0  cub i c  
f e e t  o f  m a t e r i a l  a n d  w i l l  a l s o  h ave a p u b l i c r e a d i n g  r o om a n d  a c on s e rv a t i on 
l ab o r a t o ry . 

" W e  h o p e  t he a r c h i v e  w i l l  b e  u s e d  o f t en b y  t h e  p ub l i c , "  s a i d  N i c k  C l a r k  
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  s o c i e ty .  " W e  h ave n ' t  h a d  r o om t o  s p r e a d ou t 
d o c u me n t s  f o r  c l o s e  e x am in a t i o n . N ow o u r  p a t r o n s  w i l l  h a v e  p l e n ty o f  r o om 
t o  e xp l o r e  t h e i r  p a s t , "  s a i d  C l a rk .  

I n  t h e b e g i nn i n g , t h e  f a c i l i ty w i l l  b e  o p e n  t o  t h e  p ub l i c dur i n g  a f t e r 
n o o n s  on w e e k d ay s . A p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r ch iv i s t  w i l l  b e  o n  h an d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  
pub l i c  i n  f i n d i n g  d o c um e n t s . " W e  a r e  a l s o  p l e a s e d  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  ab l e  t o  
p e r f o rm r ou t i n e  c o n s e rv a t i on o n  d o cume n t s  wh i ch a r e  t o rn , h av e  i n s e c t  d am a g e  
o r  a r e  m i l d ew e d , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C l a rk . 

I n  a dd i t i on t o  s o c i e ty ma t e r i a l s ,  a b o u t  5 , 0 0 0  cub i c  f e e t o f  d o cume n t s  
fr o m  J a ck s on C ou n ty w i l l  a l s o  b e  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i ng . M o s t  l an d  r e c o r d s , 
b i r th c e r t i f i c a t e s , m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e s , t ax r e c o r d s  and o th e r  d o cume n t s  w i l l 
b e  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  n ew f a c i l i ty a nd a v a i l ab l e  t o  t h e  p ub l i c un l e s s  t h e  l aw 
p r oh ib i t s  th e i r  e x a m in a t i on .  

" W e ' r e l o o k i ng f o rw a r d  t o  a J u l y  op e n in g , "  s a i d  C l a r k . We w i l l  c e r t a i n l  
k e e p  o u r  memb e r s h ip i n f o rm e d  s o  y ou ' l l a l l  b e  a b l e t o  a t t e n d . 
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S O C I E TY W E L C O M E S V O L UNT E E R S  

Mr s . M a r g e  H e rman , v o l un t e e r  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r t h e  S o u t h e r n  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y , r e p o r t s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  t r a i n e d  m o r e  t h an 7 0  
du r i ng t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a r c h . T h e  s o c i e ty i n i t i a t e d  t h e  p r o g r am 
t h e  f o r ma t i on o f  a n e w  g r oup , c a l l e d  " F r i en d s  O f  T h e  Mu s e um . " 
F r i en d s  w i l l  fu l f i l l  a v a r i e ty o f  n e e d s  i n  m a ny d e p a r t me n t s . 

O r e g on 
v o l un t e e r s  
a f t e r  

T h e  

W i th s umme r a p p r o a c h i n g , t h e m o s t  u r g e n t  n e e d s  a r e  f o r  g r e e t e r s  i n  
t h e  J a c k s onv i l l e Mu s eum a n d  f o r  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  i n t e rp r e t e r s  a t  B e e km a n  
Ho u s e  a n d  i n  t h e  B e e kman B an k . Th e g r e e t e r s p r o g r am a t  t h e  J a c k s onv i l l e  
Mu s eum w i l l  i n v o l v e  a vo l un t e e r  a s s i gn e d t o  w e l c ome v i s i t o r s  o n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  a n d  a s e c o n d  i n d i v i du a l  o n  t h e  s e c on d  f l o o r  t o  a s s i s t  i n  a n s w e r i n g  
qu e s t i on s . Two s h i f t s  w i l l  ma k e  s e rv in g  i n  t h i s  c ap a c i t y v e ry e a sy . 
Th e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  p h y s i c a l  w o r k  i nv o l v e d , " W e ' r e s imp l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  f r i e n d l y  
fo l k s  t o  g r e e t  o u r  v i s i t o r s  a n d  m a k e  t h em f e e l  a t  h om e , "  s a i d  M r s . H e rman . 

T h e  B e e km a n  H o u s e  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  p r o g r am w a s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  1 9 8 4  b u t  
t h e  B e e km a n  B a n k  i s  b e i n g  op e n e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime , a s  a l i v i n g  h i s t o ry 
mu s eum , in 1 9 8 5 . V o l un t e e r s  at t h e  h o u s e  m a y  s e rve as g r e e t e r s , o r  a s  
c h a r a c t e r s  f r o m  t h e  p a s t  s uc h  a s  Ju l i a B e e km a n , h e r  d a u g h t e r  C a r r i e  o r  
t h e i r  h ou s eh o l d  s e rv a n t s .  T h o s e  v o l un t e e r s  a t  t h e  B e e km a n  B ank w i l l  b e  
p r e t e n d i n g  t h a t  th e y  a r e  C o r n e l iu s  B e e km a n  o r  o n e  o f  h i s  h e l p e r s  i n  t h e  
b ank . C o s tume s w i l l b e  n e e d e d  f o r  b o t h  p o s i t i on s  b u t t h e  mu s eum w i l l  
a s s i s t  w i t h p a t t e rn s  a n d  ma t e r i a l  s e l e c t i on s . T r a i n i n g  f or t h e  l i v i n g  
h i s t o ry p r o g r am w i l l  b e  c ondu c t e d  du r i n g  Ap r i l . I f  i nt e r e s t e d , v o l un t e e r s  
m ay c a l l  D aw n a  C u r l e r , Cur a t o r  o f  I n t e rp r e t a t i on o r  M a r g e  H e rman , V o l un 
t e e r  C o o r d in a t o r , f o r  m o r e  i n f o rm a t i on a b o u t  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e . 

Th e r e  a r e  many o th e r  p r o g r a m s  w h i ch a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  v o l un t e e r s . Th e y  
i nc l u d e  t h e  r e s e a r ch l i b r a ry a t  t h e  J a c k s onv i l l e  Mu s eum , t h e  c o l l e c t i on s  
d e p a r tm e n t  ( w o r k i n g  w i th t h e  a r t i f a c t s ) , a s s i s t i n g  w i th e x h i b i t s  a n d  mu c h  
mo r e . I f  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  j o i n  u s , w e ' l l f i n d  a p l a c e  t o  s u i t  y o u r  t a l e nt s ! 

G e n e r a l  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  Thur s da y  a n d  t h e  
f o u r th S a tu r d a y  o f  e a c h  month . T i me w i l l  b e  s p e n t  i n  a c qu a i n t i n g  ou r v o l 
un t e e r s  w i th t h e  s o c i e ty d e p a r tme n t s  a n d  w i th ou r n e e d s . A l s o  i n c l u d e d  
w i l l b e  a t ou r  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  J a c k s o nv i l l e a s  w e l l  a s  mu s e um s  i n  o t h e r  
l o c a t i on s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Swe d e n b u r g  H o u s e  a n d  t h e s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Wh i t e  
C i ty .  Th e s e s s i on s  b e g i n a t  1 0 : 0 0 AM a n d  e n d  a t  3 : 0 0 PM . C o n t a c t M a r g e  
H e rm a n  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t me n t . T h e  d a t e s  a r e  T hu r s d ay , Ap r i l  2 5  a n d  S a tu r d a y , 
Ap r i l  2 7 , 1 9 8 5 .  M a r g e ' s  numb e r  i s  8 9 9 - 1 8 4 7 .  We ' l l app r e c i a t e  y o u r  h e l p ! 

APRI L 1985 

M o r e  t h a n  7 0  n ew v o l un t e e r s  
h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  dur 
i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a r c h . 
S e s s i on s  a r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  U .  
S .  H o t e l i n  J a c k s onv i l l e . 
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J O I N  U S  F O R  A V I C TO R I AN M U S I C A L  S O I RE E  

During the l 8 8 0 s  and l 8 9 0 s , the Sunday afternoon mus ical was one of the most common 
of events . I t  not only gave folks a chance to get together and enj oy the l atest tunes 
of the day but they also received the l atest news , a precious commodi ty on the Frontier . 

Such an event will be recreated on Sunday afternoon , Apr i l  2 8 , 1 9 8 5  in the U .  S .  
Hotel Bal lroom , Jacksonvi l l e . The event will begin at 2 : 0 0 PM and will feature authentic 
music of the era from the col lection of Ray Lewi s . Performing wil l  be Mrs . Duane Cl ay , 
soprano ; r.1r . Nick Clark , tenor ; and Mr . Ray Lewi s at the p i ano forte . The group wil l  
perform such favorites as "Have You Noticed The Bird On Mother ' s  Hat , "  as wel l  as "rag s "  
and other mos t  appropriate select ions . 

Mrs . Clay has performed in the Medford area with nearly every group and i s  currently 
soloist for the Christian Science Church of Medford . Mr . Clark has appeared with vari ous 
civic symphonies and choruses in Kansas and Wisconsin and i s  the choir d irector for F irst 
Presbyterian Church of Jacksonvil l e . Mr . Lewis is a talented mus i cian and has taught 
music in Jackson County School s  for many years . He i s  currently performing at the P i oneer 
House Restaurant on Friday and Saturday nights . 

The event i s  part of the Sunday Afternoon Social Serie s , sponsored by the soc i e ty 
for more than a year . 'The soc ial s were created to encourage new membership in the soc
iety and to ass i st in -bringing events from our past "to l ife . "  

Seating i s  l imited to the first 1 5 0  persons so govern yourselves accordingly . We 
hope you see you there - - - - and bring a friend ! 

M EM B E R S H I P  AP P L I CAT I ON 

I would l ike to purchase a membersh ip in the 
Southern Oregon His torical Society . 

Name : 
--------------------------------------

Address : 
-----------------------------------

City : _______________________ St . _________ __ 

Z ip :  Phn : 
------------- ----------------------

Junior Historian ( 1 8  & Under) 
Seniors (6 5 and over) 
Individuals 
Family 
Contributor 
Bus iness 
Donor 
Sponsor 
Benefactor 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

6 . 0 0 
1 0 . 0 0 
1 2 . 00 
1 5 . 00 
2 5 . 00 
5 0 . 00 
7 5 . 0 0 

1 0 0 . 0 0 
2 5 0 . 0 0 

Grantor 
Life 

$ 5 0 0 . 00 
$ 1 0 0 0 . 00 

A membership in the society brings you the 
newsle tter every month and acce s s  to a great 
deal of informat i on about what ' s  going on . 
I t  al so makes a great g i ft ! 

Ma il to : 
S .  O .  H .  S .  
A t t n : M a u r e en Sm i th 
P .  O .  Box 4 8 0  
Jacksonvill e , OR 9 7 53 0  
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