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r:IJ/reclor~ Corner 
The. Ja.c.kf.>onvili.e. MMe.um hM t)oh.. ove.h.. :th.Vdy ye.aJi.l:J c.LL6pfuye.d ma.n.!f hJ.4:to.tUc. a!l.tit)a.c;to. 
Wh.Ue. a.n.:tique. t)hte.aJu/Jf.J, c.hJ..n.a., a.n.d t)uJLn.liwr..e. aJte. :typ-<.c.a£ ot) :the. ile.m6 e.xhJ..bile.d, :the. 
Sou;the.Jr.n. OJT..e.gon Hb.do.tUc.a£ Soue.;ty' .o c.oUe.ilion. a..t.oo -<.n.ct.ude..o ma.n.y 6).n.e. aJt;t p-<.e.c.e..o. 

A good e.xa.mple. -<-.o :the. Voh..la.n.d RobiMon. CoUe.ilion., muc.h at) whJ..c.h -<-.o on. pe.Jr.man.e.n.;t 
loan. t)Jr.om :the. Un.ive.Mil!f at) OfLe.gon. Au MMe.um. Th-<-.o 6).n.e. c.oUe.c.tion. -<-.o c.uJl.f[e.n;t.ty 
un.de.Jr.g o-<.n.g e.x;te.M i v e. h..e.-6 :to tr..o.Xto n.. 

M-<-.o.o Rob-<.Mon., a native. at) Ja.c.kf.>onv-<-lle., OJT..e.gon., be.ga.n. de.moM;t}[a;tin.g he.Jr. ;tale.n.;t 
a.6 e.a.h..ly a.6 1900 whde. a. .o;tude.n.;t a.;t S;t. MaJty'.o Ac.a.de.my -<.n Ja.c.kf.>on.ville.. FofL :the. 
ne.x;t 17 ye.a.M, unt.U. he.fL ;t}[a.g-f..c. de.a.;th, .ohe. de.ve.lope.d he.Jr. ;tale.n.;t. The. wofLk. .ohe. le.t):t 
-<-.o ;t}[uly .o-<.gn.i6).c.an.;t. No:t only doe..o he.fL wofLk. fLe.6£.e.c.;t wha.;t WM happe.n.in.g -Ln. :the. aJt;t 

wofLld du.tUn.g :the. e.a.fLly ZO:th c.e.n.;tuJLy, il al.oo :te.U-6 M a. gh..e.Ct.:t d.e.a.l about Ut)e. -Ln. a. 
.oma.ll, -<-.oola.;te.d OJT..e.gon. :town.. 

Mo.o:t at) he.Jr. h..e.mcU.n.in.g woJT..k-6 Me. oil pcU.n.tin.g.o, bu;t .ohe. le.t):t a. won.de.Jr.t)ul 
c.oUe.c.tio n. an c.hMc.oa.l dfLa.w-i..ng.o, pM:tW, wa:te.fLc.oloM, a.n.d pe.n.Ul .6 k.e.;tc.he..o . 

Pe.h..ha.p.o la.;te.Jr. :thJ-6 ye.M a. .ope.ua.l .ohow-<-n.g ofi he.Jr. wofLk-6 will be. c.LL6playe.d at :the. 
U. S. Hotel Ba.llfLoom in. Ja.c.k..oon.v-<-Ue.. We. -i..n.;te.n.d :to MJT..a.n.ge. t)oh.. a .o:ta:te.-wide. :toUJT.. 
ofi the. c.olle.c.:tion, and :to pfLoduc.e. a. c.a:talog at) he.fL wofLk. along w-i..:th a b-i..ogfLa.ph!f. 

To ph..e.pMe. 6ofL :the..o e. a.c.tiv-i..:tie..o we. Me. .o e.e.k.in.g !fOWL M.OM:tanc.e.. I 6 you have. 
wofLk. done. by M-<-.o.o Rob-i..M on. oh.. i6 you k.n.e.w he.Jr. pe.M on.a.lly, we. would Uk.e. :to ;talk. 
wilh you. Ple.a..oe. c.on.;ta.c.;t me. oh.. MMjo.tUe. Ede.M. · 

M-<-.o.o RobiMon pfLoduc.e.d pofl.:tfLcU:t.o a.6 we.U a.6 
.otil£.-Ufie. wofLk. and la.nd.o c.ape..o. Thi.o pho:to-
gMph M a c.hMc.oa.l .ok.e.:tc.h at) Albe.Jr.:t M-i..:tc.he.U 
who wa..o boh..n. in. Jac.k..oon.ville. -Ln. 1899. FJT..om an. 

' oh..al YU4:toh..!f -f..n.;te.fLv-i..e.w w-i..:th Mlt. Mdc.he.U in. 
1980, we. k.n.ow :that Voh..la.n.d Rob-i..n..oon. had 
Jr.e.que..o:te.d hJ..m to po.oe. t)ofL he.Jr. whe.n he. wa..o 
pe.ddUng t)Jr.om dooh.. :to dooh... (The. n.umbe.fL.6 on. 
:the. pho:togh..a.ph Me. t)oh.. mu.oe.um -<.de.n.:tit)-i..c.a.:tion. 
pwr..po.o e..o • ) 

M-<-.o.o Rob-<.n..oon. -<-.o an e.xa.mple. at) :the. ma.n.y
;tale.n.;te.d wome.n. o 6 he.fL :time. who had :to .o;t}[uggle. 
agcU.M:t :the. c.onve.n.:tioM ofi :that e.Jr.a.. Se.e.k.in.g 
:to .oa.;t-<-.ot)y a. Q}[e.a.:tive. mind, .ohe. e.xploh..e.d many 
fia.c.e.:t.o at) pa.-i..n.:tin.g whJ..c.h, a:t :the. :time., We.fLe. 
c.on..oide.fLe.d a. vih..:tual male. monopoly. 

Pe.Jr.ha.p~ by e.xhibiling he.fL woh..k. we. c.a.n 
h..e.c.ogn.ize. he.Jr. a.n.d he.fL .o-<-.o:te.fL aJT..:t-<-.o:t.o who have. 
ye.;t :to h..e.c.e.ive. :the. fLe.c.ogn.i:tion. :the.bt c.on.;t.tU-
bution. :to OJT..e.gon.' .o c.ul:tuJLe. de..o e.JT..ve..o. That Mio.o 
RobiMon, :the. a.JftU,:t, de.ve.lope.d in. a. .oma.ll, 
-<-.oola.;te.d min.-<-n.g and a.gh..ic.ul:twr..a£ c.ommun.i:ty 
ma.k.e..o he.fL c.on.;th..ibu:tion all :the. moh..e. iMpih..in.g. You w-<-ll .oe.e. and he.M mofLe. abou;t 
Voh..la.nd Robin..oon, it) onty t)Jr.om u.o. Bill Bwr..k. 
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HISTORY PERFORMERS HAVE BUSY SCHEDULE 
The SOHS's Museum Oral History Performers, under the direction of 
Elizabeth Bickerman, now has sixteen members who sing, play musical 
instruments and give readings in oral interpretation. Their 
repertoire is based on Oregon history stories. 

During this month they are 
working on an original play 
about Hathaway Jones, the 
"Paul Bunyan of the Rogue 
River area." Jones was a 
mail carrier from Grants Pass 
to Agnes, Oregon, who 
frequently told his patrons 
tall tales of his experi
ences, and included those of 
his father and grandfather 
as well. The play, which is 
being written as the cast 
rehearses, is taken from the 
book about Hathaway Jones by 
Stephen Dow Beckham. Shown 
here are (left to right) 
Gail Caperna, Ilma McKern, 
Madonna Stapleford, Eliza
beth Vickerman, and Kathryn Sutherland (partially hidden behind 
Elizabeth. 

The company, with a rotating cast of eight, is currently presenting 
a fifty-five year old play, "Father's Surprise," to convalescent homes· 
in the area. 

Ms. Vickerman, who received her degree in theatrical arts from the 
University of California, teaches creative dramatics in the schools. 
At present she is holding classes at Trail. 

She announces that anyone may belong to her troup. There are no 
requirements and new members will be welcomed. For further information, 
interested persons may call 899-1711 or 772-4606. 

DEPARTMENT REQUESTS ENCYCLOPAEDIAS 
Rosemary Bevel of the collections department, who is in charge of the 
SOHS storage facility, is issuing a request for the donation of a set 
of used and outdated encyclopaedias. If you would like to contribute 
a set, please call the museum, 899-1847. 

DUPLICATE EUREKA TOUR MAY BE ARRANGED 
Joy Nagel, Director of Programs, reports that the Society's Eureka 
trip is all set with a full busload for May 2 and 3. Members of the 
board of the Humboldt County Historical Society will serve as guides 
for the tour of Victorian homes and for the visit to Ferndale. Their 
members will also present a dinner program at the Eureka Inn. 

If any of those who are unable to make this trip would like to 
sign up for a duplicate tour, it may be scheduled at a later date. 
Those interested should call Joy at 899-8203. 
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COLVER HOUSE RECEIVES MARKER 
on June 10, 1979, an SOHS historic marker was given to Mrs. C. G. 
Peebler for the Colver House in Phoenix, Oregon. The marker 
commemorates the historical significance of the house. 

The Colvers, pioneers of 1851, came west over the Old Oregon Trail. 
They took up a Donation Land Claim and built the home with the idea of 
using it both as a hotel and as a blockhouse during Indian attacks. 

It. is built of 14-inch thick smoothly hewn logs, planed on the outer 
surface and dovetailed together at the corners. Portholes in the 
second story are not visible now, but early settlers fired through 
them at reportedly hostile Indians. 

Each room on the first floor has a fireplace. A large room on the 
second floor was used for dances, school, spelling bees, church service 
and meetings. Lecturers brought information on temperance and one of 
them was Abigail Scott Duniway, who brought her crusade for women's 
sufferage to the Colver House after natives in Jacksonville had pelted 
her with eggs and burned her in effigy. 

Sam Colver, who had been a Texas ranger under Sam Houston, was an 
Indian agent, a signer of the Table Rock Treatyof 1853, an importer of 
blooded horses, and one of the founders of the Oregon Republican party. 

Colver lost his life in a storm he was either drowned or frozen 
while attempting to cross the ice of upper Klamath Lake on horseback. 

In 1923 the house was sold to Edith Prettyman who opened it as the 
Blue Flower Lodge. The Peeblers purchased the property in 1949 and 
operated a dinner house there until gas and food rationing of World 
War Two forced them to close. They then turned the house into a 
complex of six apartments, rented to wives of soldiers at Camp White. 
After the war the house became a museum and antique store. It is 
now the residence for Mrs. Peebler. 
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LIBRARY SEEKS PHOTOGRAPH IDENTIFICATION 

If any reader recognizes this house, please telephone Peggy Haines or 
Ida Clearwater in the Society's research library. 

PLACE NAMES HAVE INTERESTING ORIGINS 
The publication, Oregon Geographic Names, edited by Lewis McArthur, 
gives the following on southern Oregon place names: 

Ashland: named in 1852 either by early settler Abel Hellman whose 
birthplace was Ashland County, Ohio, or in honor of Henry Clay's 
birthplace, Ashland, Virginia. 

Butte Falls: early settlers referred to Mount McLoughlin as 
Snowy Butte, and the two streams northwest of that mountain were 
known as Big and Little Butte creeks. The settlement at the falls on 
Big Butte took its name from that feature. 

Dead Indian Creek: it is said that about 1854 some settlers found 
two dead Rogue River Indians in some wigwams near the creek. They 
named the stream for their discovery. 

Eagle Point: just east of the town is a rocky cliff which in 
pioneer days was a nesting place for eagles. It was called Eagle 
Point. The post office, established in 1872, took this name. 

' Medford: named around 1883 by David Loring, a civil engineer for 
the Oregon and California Rail Road Company. Although he was a 
native of Medford, Massachusetts, he claimed that he chose the name 
Medford because it was situated at the middle ford of Bear Creek. 
People in Jacksonville referred to it as Chaparral City. 
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DR. ROBINSON STORY CONTINUED 
were no phones and the families would wait and send the hired men 
after the day's work was done. It was no fun but I was young and 
ambitious and never turned-back on the job if I was able to go. 
Now I feel that I was faithful and helped to make some homes happy." 

In 1938 Dr. Robinson died. Pallbearers at his funeral were Emil 
Britt, T. J. Kenney, Gus Newbury, H. K. Hanna, John Orth, and F. H. 
Luy. 

Dr. Robinson Builds Charming Home 
An 1879 issue of the Oregon Sentinel presented professional cards for 
eight doctors in Jacksonville. It has been stated that Dr. Robinson 
was the most popular one of them. He was able therefore to build an 
imposing and expensive house for his family. The picture above is a 
photograph of that house. The original plans and the design for the 
house as they appeared in an architect's catalog are reproduced on 
the following page. The house burned to the ground in the early 
i930's. 

Page 10 



INTERIOR. 

Hall and parlor art• 

finished 111 oak; hal

a IH'e of roo Ill!< to ht· 

fini1-1hed in paint,t.hn·P

coat work. l'laJ'tNin~. 

~hrPe-coat 1rnrk, hard 

fini.,h. l'lmuhi ng ('On- " 

AistR of sink and pulllp 

in kitthPn, bath tuh 

and bowl, with •·on

llt>t'tionf:l, gn~ t.hrou~h- v 

out. 

KITCHEN 
13 xllr 

PERSPECTIVE V1lW. 

LIVINQ ROOM 
14 xI!) 

PARLOR 
14 X 15 

FIRST·FLOOR PLAN. PLAN No.I. 

'CHAMBER 
14 xI!) 

CHAMBER 
I'Jl:-)1.14 

SECOND-FLOOR PLAN. 

DESIGN No, 24. 

SIZE. 

I 'Inn \ n. 1, :!!l 

ft•d x :\~ fPet, 
PXeilll-'in· of !'lair 
Iandini!; and 
sll'p!i out !-'ide. 

OUTSIDE MATER!· 
ALS. 

F-ir" t "tory 
r.lnt•hon nh•d,f.'rt·
ond ~;tory and 
gnhlef' l-'hingiPd, 
belt wninH·ntPd, 
Alate roof. Paint
in~. thn•1•-•·oat 
work. Outl'idP 
blindt< through

out. 

OEO. F SARBER, AROHITI!OT. KNOXVILLE. TEHN 

Page ll 



NEWSLETTER PRESENTS MILLER RECIPE 
Cauliflower 

This is the third in the Sentinel's series of recipes from 
historic sources. It is ·from the Saturday Afternoon Club Ashland 
Cookbook, published in 1903, and it was contributed by Mrs. John F. 
Miller of Jacksonville whose home was featured in last month's news
letter. 
The original recipe: 

1 cauliflower 1 cup milk 
2 tablespoons butter salt, papper 
2 tablespoons flour nutmeg 

Directions: Boil cauliflower in salted water until tender. 
Tester of the recipe was Justine Emmens and she has added these 

comments: "I broke the cauliflower into flowrets. In the sauce, I 
used about 1/2 teaspoon of nutmeg and poured it over the cauliflower. 
I think it is good, and it's a change from the usual cheese sauce." 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM FEATURED ON COVER 
As high school basketball season is winding down for the year, it 
seems appropriate to picture on the cover of the Sentinel the Medford 
High School Girls Basketball Team for the year 1914. The coach, 
proudly taking the star position of the pose, is Don Rader. The two 
girls in the back row are Mildred Bliton and Ersul Stuart, center 
Helen Purucker, and front row, Nellie Cowan and Louraine Lawton. 
There seems to have been no substitute members of the team. The item 
in front is apparently a mascot.! · 

The girls were district champions, having beaten the Grants Pass 
High School Girls 12-10, the Central Point girls 31-2, and the Ashland 
High School girls (2 games) 5-l and 12-3. (It occurs to us that a 
basketball game in which one team scores only one point is certainly 
no cliff-hanger.) 
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